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Next Meeting: 7:00 pm, Tuesday, July 15 th Black Labrador Restaurant 

First Montrose Commons Matters!              Get Involved!    Sign Your Historic District Petition—TODAY! 

July 2 008 

by Stephen Longmire 

  
The June 17th meeting of First Montrose Commons certainly ranks as 
one of the most significant in our history as a neighborhood associa-
tion. We learned that great progress has been made towards designa-
ting a large portion of FMC as a City of Houston Historic District. We 
have already obtained more than one-third of the necessary signa-
tures to make this dream a reality. We learned that property owners 
within FMC have paid more than $1,000,000—that’s right! One 
Million dollars!—in property taxes to the City of Houston and Harris 
County in only one year! We learned that the Freed-Montrose Library 
houses the primary German language collection for the City, and that 
its fate is far from certain, since the City does not own the property 
where the library is located. 

But the single most significant event of the meeting has to have been 
the appearance of Wanda Adams, recently elected City Council Mem-
ber for District D. This marks the first time that a City Council Mem-
ber has attended a meeting of First Montrose Commons, despite years 
of prior invitations. 

Ms. Adams arrived early, despite the very stormy weather, and came 
well-prepared to address many of the issues affecting FMC. She apolo-
gized for having been unable to attend the meeting in May, and 
immediately acknowledged the problems we have faced in getting our 
Capital Improvement Project (CIP) approved, scheduled, and 
funded. She promised to support it, as well as our efforts to establish 
an Historic District. She told us that all CIP projects throughout the 
City had been delayed due to a lack of funding this fiscal year, but 
stated that she would do everything possible to see to it that ours is 
reconsidered. She promised to use her “Pop-off” (a period at the end 
of each City Council meeting in which Council Members are 
recognized to speak before the Mayor & Council on whatever topics 
they wish) at the next Council meeting to remind the Mayor that he 
and the prior Council had agreed to move our project forward to begin 
in FY2010 (July 2009-June 2010). 

Ms. Adams listened patiently and responded to questions from those 
attending the meeting. She promised that she would have the Director 
of Public Works assign a team to immediately survey the sewer and 
storm sewer systems within FMC, and to report back to her on a plan to 
promptly clean, patch and repair these systems to provide temporary 
relief from the tremendous problems caused by these antiquated 
systems within our neighborhood. She acknowledged members’ 

concerns that this was not a permanent solution, but said that at least 
it was something that she could get done for us right now. 

When pressed about whether she would support a petition from Near-
town to be included within the City’s “Civility Ordinance” protections, 
she repeatedly stated that she could not support such inclusion unless 
it was a part of a comprehensive plan to deal with the issues facing 
homeless persons. FMC residents pointed out to her that we are sur-
rounded by a very high concentration of the social help/rehabilitative 
organizations she mentioned, and that once clients leave these places, 
they have no where to go, but rather remain in our area, where they of-
ten get into trouble again. 

Also of significance is the fact that the Houston Chronicle sent a 
reporter to cover our meeting. Her report can be viewed at  
http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/nb/heights/news/5855717.htm  
or accessed through our own website at 

www.firstmontrosecommons.com. 

So, what has happened in the two weeks since? 

City of Houston Public Works workers have, indeed, begun a thorough 
survey of our sewer and storm sewer infrastructure. Crews started to 
map and inspect our “historic” (Paleolithic?) pipes within days of the 
promise by Council Member Adams. Ms. Adams did indeed vote in 
favor of the City of Houston Consent Agreement with METRO to use its 
rights-of-way to begin construction of the light rail lines. Ms. Adams 
did indeed attend the entire 12+ hour long marathon Budget Council 
Meeting, and voted to approve the City Budget, which includes a 
Property Tax Rate CUT  —Remember, ALL the CIP’s were delayed 
because the City doesn’t have enough money!?! 

And, sadly, no mention of First Montrose Commons has yet been 
made before City Council. 

Perhaps Ms. Adams is waiting for a more politically opportune 
moment. After all, she has kept two of the three promises she made to 
us. So, perhaps we should continue to wait… 
 

This article is what’s called in the business, “an Op-Ed piece”. It reflects only the 
OPinion of the EDitor, and not necessarily anyone else.  
Isn’t the First Amendment GRAND? —SL 
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by Mary Anne McBrayer 

JJuunnee  FFMMCC  MMeeeettiinngg  HHiigghhlliigghhttss**  
JUNE 17, 2008–President Robert Power opened the meeting at 7 pm 
at The Black Lab.  

Robert introduced Kris Banks, Constituent Services Liaison for 
Councilmember Wanda Adams. Any correspondence should be 
directed to Kris who will bring an item to the Councilmember’s 
attention. Kris introduced Wanda Adams, Councilmember for  
District D.  

Ms. Adams thanked members for their votes, which brought her to 
office, and for attending and participating in the recent Town Hall 
meeting she held; and thanked Robert and Raju for inviting her. She 
noted that FMC is a recycling community, applauding our efforts, and 
said she is for rail and indicated support for passage of the METRO Rail 
Consent Agreement with the City of Houston. 

Ms. Adams further said all areas of her constituency will receive her 
support, and she will support our Historic District application. 

Regarding the Capital Improvement Plan (CIP): Councilmember 
Adams stated that within a week the City will issue an order to clean 
and rehab sewer lines in our area, even though the lines have been 
deemed too small. FMC members are concerned that this is not a good 
use of funds since in her words it is “not a long term solution.” Right 
now the design phase is scheduled for FY2011 and there is no date set 
for construction. Ms. Adams said she would attempt to get the design 
phase rescheduled to FY2010, and promised to use her “Pop-off” at the 
next City Council Meeting to bring FMC’s concerns to the attention of 
the Mayor and Council.  

It was further pointed out to Councilmember Adams that  

• FMC pays 1.07 Million Dollars in taxes and yet we can get 
nothing done for our area, e.g. neighborhood police patrol. 

• The City continues to issue building permits for high density  
construction projects even though sewers are inadequate for  
current needs. 

• Some of our streets do not even have storm sewer drains. 

• All infrastructure is at least 50 years old. 

• We have a homeless/vagrant problem equal to Mid Town and 
Avalon, yet we cannot qualify for Houston Civility Ordinance.  

Robert thanked Councilmember Adams and Kris Banks for attending 
the meeting and then introduced Mark Morrow, Manager of the 

Freed-Montrose Neighborhood Library. Mark spoke about facilities 
and the Freed-Montrose Library and improvements and additions to 
the Central Library which reopened May 31.  

• Twenty foreign language book collections are available city-
wide; Montrose has a German language collection. 

• Wireless laptops are available for use at both libraries in addi-
tion to the desktop computers.  

• VCR tapes and audio books have been totally replaced by 
DVD’s and CD’s, with a collection of more than 1500 movies 
and books available.  

• Research material is available through the library’s database; 
this includes magazines and newspapers.  

Historic District Project: Raju reported that we have approximately 
30% of the necessary signed petitions and the process is going well. 
Steve Longmire has designed a yard sign for those who have signed 
and these will be distributed as soon as they are printed. Robert 
thanked everyone who has been a part of the project and reiterated 
that we still need volunteers to help canvass the neighborhood.  

National Night Out: After discussion, Raju moved that we have a 
“Neighborhood Cookout” on the first Tuesday in August rather than 
celebrating the National Night Out in October. Motion was seconded 
and carried. Flyers need to be made and we need to begin planning.  

Leslie Turner reported for our Historic Committee: An Open House 
and Tea is planned for late September or early October, as are a 
Christmas Tour of Bayou Bend, and a Walking Tour of Historic 
Westmoreland in 2009. There will be more information about all of 
these in the newsletter as they approach. 

Work continues on the oral history project, interviewing longtime 
residents of FMC. 

June Yard of the Month went to 307 Sul Ross.  

Officer Wayne Pate of our neighborhood storefront invited everyone to 
the Central 1 PIP meeting on June 25, 7 pm, 1600 State Street (Police 
Officers Credit Union). Presentation will be HPD Narcotics officers. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:15 pm.   

*NOTE—This article does not constitute the official minutes of the FMC meeting, 
but rather is an abstract meant to inform members of items discussed during the 
meeting. Contact the Association’s Secretary for copies of the official minutes.  

We Need You! 

Want to volunteer for FMC? Well there is no time like the present. 

FMC is looking for some new block captains. All it takes is approximately 15 minutes of your time once a month. And 
it is a great way to give back to your wonderful neighborhood. If you would like to volunteer for a block please drop me a line 
at Adwaney@aol.com. Thanks so much once again. We could not do this without your help. 
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WWWWantantantant to meet other  to meet other  to meet other  to meet other     
parents in parents in parents in parents in FMCFMCFMCFMC????    

Email Raju (Adwaney@aol.com) 
 with your information. 

He will coordinate to get you 

 in touch with other parents in FMC. 

Want your sidewalks, sewers, 
water lines, and streets fixed? 
Email YOUR  City Officials and 

let them know – we need  
CIP N-000400, NSR 467 
brought forward – NOWNOWNOWNOW! 

 
FMC pays more than  

$1 $1 $1 $1 MILLIONMILLIONMILLIONMILLION annually annually annually annually  
in property taxes.  

What are we getting in return? 

City of Houston Mayor & Council email Addresses 

Mayor Bill White..................... mayor@cityofhouston.net 

Wanda Adams, District D ........districtd@cityofhouston.net 

Peter Brown, At-Large-1 ...........atlarge1@cityofhouston.net 

Sue Lovell, At Large-2 .............. atlarge2@cityofhouston.net 

Melissa Noriega, At Large-3 .... atlarge3@cityofhouston.net 

Ronald Green, At Large-4 ........ atlarge4@cityofhouston.net 

Jolanda Jones, At Large-5.........atlarge5@cityofhouston.net 

 

by Grady Cayce 

There Ought To Be A Law …  
The first person I ran into the next day knew that it was a violation to 
park within 30 feet of a stop sign as did the dutiful city employee who 
went down Sul Ross ticketing cars at 9:10 on Monday night. I didn’t 
know that – I live on a corner and I parked opposite my front door.  

A bit of research shows that it’s a violation of Texas state law to park 
within 20 feet of a crosswalk but worse, a violation to park within 
30 feet* of a stop sign (see the Texas driver handbook, chapter 7). 
The Houston Municipal Code is not specific (see Article II: Stopping, 
Standing, Parking And Operation Of Vehicles, Sec. 26). The city web 
site lists the fine for parking too near an intersection but not too near 
a stop sign. And none of this applies downtown where the parking 
limits are actually marked with painted streets and posted signage! 

But the point is, in yet another form of revenue enhancement, the city 
has decided to start enforcing an obscure and previously unused law 
so watch where you park. And don’t park in a driveway - even if it’s 

your own!                     *around the length of 2 Toyota Camry’s 

For More Information and Late-Breaking 
News affecting FMC, be sure to log on to: 

 

City Council Passes Consent Agreement 
with METRO 

Agreement allows use of City Rights-of-Way for Light Rail 
& Commuter Rail Projects 

JUNE 18, 2008–Houston City Council passed the amended Consent 
Agreement which allows METRO to use City rights-of-way to construct 
and operate light rail and commuter rail projects as outlined in the 
METRO Solutions Phase 2 plan. The agreement requires that METRO 
repair, replace, or upgrade deficient utilities it encounters as part of 
the construction process, and prohibits METRO from “building at risk” 
before acquiring the required construction permits. 

Council Members Jones & Sullivan cast the only two votes against the 
amended agreement. 

The approval of this agreement clears the way for METRO to begin 
construction of the 5 proposed light rail lines, with ground breaking 
for the East End Corridor to begin as early as June 30, 2008. METRO 
has promised that all 5 lines will be completed by 2012.                

                                    

All of these members of City Council marched or rode in a recent parade through Montrose. Let’s remind them that good government is about 
much more than parades and showmanship. It’s about taking care of the City whose maintenance was entrusted to them.  
E-mail YOUR  City Officials —TODAY!  

And remember—keep it short and polite ☺ 
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550 Post Oak Blvd Ste. 350550 Post Oak Blvd Ste. 350550 Post Oak Blvd Ste. 350550 Post Oak Blvd Ste. 350 
Houston, TX  77027Houston, TX  77027Houston, TX  77027Houston, TX  77027    

713.516.6006713.516.6006713.516.6006713.516.6006    
prs663@aol.comprs663@aol.comprs663@aol.comprs663@aol.com    

Your neighborhood specialist…. 

whether buying or selling  

18+ years of experience in high level 

real estate sales  

Voted one of Houston's top realtors 

For professional 

service with a smile, 

please give us 

  a call. 
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by Jason Ginsburg 

F M C  W e l c o m e s  
 P u r e  P o t e n t i a l  L i v i n g …  

First Montrose Commons is happy to welcome Pure Potential Living 
Massage & Bodywork as a new member of our neighborhood 
association. Pure Potential Living is owned and operated by licensed 
massage therapist and FMC resident Donald Card, whose private 
practice is located inside FMC’s comfy confines. Donald offers an array 
of massage methods to choose from, and every session is individually 
tailored to his client’s needs. His massages can range from pure 
relaxation to intense therapy. But no matter which massage you select, 
you’ll take comfort in knowing that Donald’s caring and competent 
hands will leave you refreshed and ready to face the world again. So if 
you have an ache, or if you just need a break, give Donald a call at 
713-249-6523, or visit him on the web at www.purepotentialliving.com. 

…  &  T h a n k s  O u r  R e n e w i n g  
F r i e n d s  

First Montrose Commons would like to thank Rick Cilurso of 
Frederick Builders & Remodeling, Paul Stanley of Paul Stanley 
Properties, and Brandon Nguyen at the D&Q Mini Mart for renewing 
their commercial memberships with FMC. On Common Ground is 
entirely supported by the contributions of these gentlemen and our 
other commercial members, allowing FMC to devote its individual dues 
to special neighborhood projects and events. Our commercial 
members help make FMC a special place, and we encourage our 
residents to return the favor by patronizing them whenever possible.  

                                     

by Steve Longmire 

Land Grab Threatens Historic Land Grab Threatens Historic Land Grab Threatens Historic Land Grab Threatens Historic     
Wharton ElWharton ElWharton ElWharton Eleeeementary!mentary!mentary!mentary!     

HISD Trying to “Consolidate” TEA Recognized Magnet School to  
Sell Historic Property with Skyline Views to Developers! 

WILLIAM H. WHARTON ELEMENTARY, an award winning HISD Dual Lan-
guage Magnet School, located at 900 West Gray (near Montrose) is in 
great danger of being demolished to serve the interests of developers! 
Wharton opened in 1929 to serve the old historic Avalon, Bakerdale, & 
Temple Terrace neighborhoods–now together known as North and 
East Montrose. This is HISD’s premier Dual Language Magnet School—
recognized by the Texas Education Agency for 3 years running! 

Why, then, would the HISD Board even consider “consolidating” it with 
another–lesser-performing–school in the District?  

The answer— 
               MONEY!  Wharton Elementary occupies an entire city 
block of land with incredible views of the Houston Skyline. There have 
been numerous meetings between concerned parents and HISD, all 
without any straight answers about Wharton’s fate. Most disturbing, 
the Harris County Appraisal District recently pulled all property value 
appraisal data for this lot from its website! 

Why should FMC residents care, and what can we do to help? Well, 
WE have a large HISD campus in the heart of OUR neighborhood with 
great views of downtown, too! Log on to www.firstmontrosecommons.com 

to link to the Friends of Wharton Elementary website for information 
on what we can & should  do to help.  

     THE FUTURE OF OUR OWN NEIGHBORHOOD IS AT STAKE AS WELL!!!     
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by Steve Longmire 

 U p d a t e  o n  C o n d i t i o n s  a t  S p u r  5 2 7  

JULY 2, 2008–After receiving numerous complaints about conditions 
around Spur 527 & Richmond Ave., I again contacted Ethan Beesom at 
TxDOT to inquire when the promised removal of the pampas grass 
would occur. Mr. Beesom informed me that there have been some 
problems getting the contractor to meet the schedule. He promised to 
again see what can be done until the contractor can replace the grass. 

 

This afternoon, Frank Muños of TxDOT contacted me and apologized 
for the conditions at the Spur. Mr. Muños stated that he would dis-
patch crews to cut the grass down through the remainder of the sum-
mer, until it is cool enough this fall to replace it with other landscap-
ing. If conditions again begin to deteriorate there he asked me to con-

tact him so they can be remedied without delay.         

 

  

4205 STANFORD 
BUILT 2004 

 

Ho l l ywood  
Vietnamese & Chinese Restaurant 

2409 Montrose Blvd. 

713-523-8808 
OPEN 11 – 2 M – F / 11 – 3 WED & SAT. 

LIVE PIANO MUSIC WED. & SAT. 6:30 TO 9:30 

LUNCH SPECIALS  M – THUR. 11:00 TO 3:00 

HAPPY HOUR  M – THUR. 2:00 P.M. TO 8:00 P.M. 

SUNDAY’S $1.25 MEMOSIA’S  &  $4.00 BLOODY MARY’S 

PRESENT THIS COUPON FOR $1.00 OFF A LUNCH SPECIAL 
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by Tom McBrayer 

Ma y  2 0 0 8  P I P  R e p o r t s  
 

Montrose Blvd. is a major thoroughfare, a heavily traveled conduit 
connecting the Heights with the Medical Center. And now, it seems to 
be fertile ground for the burglars. Four of the seven burglaries in May 
occurred at Montrose addresses. These are money crimes, since an 
item of value will be turned into cash. You know what you need to be 
doing: secure locks, lights, an alarm system, watchful neighbors, etc. 
Burglaries are up citywide, a trend that can perhaps be blamed on the 
times, but, nevertheless, a criminal activity that can reach any and all 
of us.  

Our neighbors in the 600 block of West Main learned this the hard  

 
way when they were hit by burglars who apparently made two at-
tempts in a single night the last week of June! Keep your porch 
lights lit all night – and pay attention to barking dogs! 

H a p p e n i n g s  

The Bowl on Richmond between Jack and Greely is now open for 
business. It’s been a long battle with City inspectors, but now they’re 
offering sandwiches and salads with weekend breakfasts and 
morning coffee to come. 

The white stuff you’ll see rising from your house vents will be the City 
at work, so don’t yell “Fire” without checking. It’s part of a smoke 
testing process for FMC’s sanitary lines system. They will be checking 
for cracks and breaks in the lines that will need repairs. This will 
happen between 06.25.08 and 07.16.08. If you have questions, call 
713-641-9119 or 713-641-9121 between 7:30 am and 5:00 pm Monday 
through Friday.  

Here’s one way to beat the high cost of books. Try the used book table 
at Freed-Montrose Library. Paperbacks are 50¢, hard covers, 75¢. 
Plus, there are magazines and CD’s and you wouldn’t believe what 
else you might find. If you’re clearing out your closets and shelves, it’s 
a great place to donate those dusty books. Most any library item is 
accepted. 

 

Do you get an email reminder from Raju about the 
meetings. If you don't get a monthly email reminder about 
the meeting or important neighborhood news email him at 

Adwaney@aol.com and he'll add you to his monthly 

reminder list. 

LOCATION CRIME PREMISES 
DATE  
TIME 

3800 
Montrose 

Burglary 
Auto repair 
shop 

05.04 
3:55 AM 

3900 
Montrose 

Burglary Restaurant 
05.19 
10:00 PM 

3900 
Montrose 

Burglary Unknown 
05.19 
8:00 PM 

4000 
Montrose 

Burglary Restaurant 
05.30 
1:19 AM 

3900 
Bute 

Burglary Residence 
05.24 
NOON 

600 
W Alabama 

Burglary Unknown 
05.24 
3:00 PM 

400 
Branard 

Burglary Residence 
05.06 
1:15 PM 

4100 
Montrose 

RRoobbbbeerryy  Bus stop 
05.28 
10:15 PM 

500 
W Alabama 

AAggggrraavvaatteedd  
aassssaauulltt  

Apartment 
05.28 
4:13 PM 

200 
W Alabama 

DDWWII  Unknown 
05.25 
1:30 AM 

3800 
Montrose 

DDWWII  Unknown 
05.22 
1:50 AM 

In The Neighborhood 
by Tom McBrayer  

HOUSTON CENTER FOR CONTEMPORARY CRAFT  (FREE) 

CraftTexas 2008 –through–August 17 

HOUSTON MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS  (MFAH.ORG) 

Korean Art & Culture Initiative – through December 15 

The Scholar’s Eye – Contemporary Ceramics – through September 1 

HOUSTON MUSEUM OF NATURAL SCIENCE 

Lucy’s Legacy: The Hidden Treasures of Ethiopia,  

World Premiere — ends September2008 ���� Exhibit Extended 

Leonardo da Vinci: Man, Inventor, Genius – through September 1 

CONTEMPORARY ARTS MUSEUM 

The Old Weird America – through July 20 
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ALADDIN MEDITERRANEAN 

CUISINE 
924 Westheimer @ Montrose 
713-942-2321 

CVS PHARMACY 
Montrose @ Richmond 
713-807-8495 

D & Q MINIMART 
806 Richmond 
713-526-4451 

FREDERICK BUILDERS 
frederick2020@sbcglobal.net 
281-392-9111 

HOLLYWOOD VIETNAMESE & 

CHINESE CUISINE 
2409 Montrose 
713-523-8808 

MONTROSE SHELL 
920 Richmond @ Montrose 
713-528-2310 

PAUL STANLEY PROPERTIES 
prs663@aol.com 
713-516-6006 

PRIME TREES, INC. 
primetrees@sbcglobal.net 
713-781-8733 

PURE POTENTIAL LIVING 

MASSAGE 
Montrose @ Richmond by appt 
www.purepotentialliving.com 
713-249-6523 

ROBIN’S NEST 
4100 Greeley 
713-528-5821 

SYSTEM GARAGE, INC. 
4321 Garrott 
713-528-7477     713-529-5359 

URBAN DENTAL 
2511 Bagby 
713-528-9002 

UST DINING SERVICE 
3909 Graustark 
713-525-3573 

DR. JIM WHEELER 
4100 Milam 
713-797-9200 

 

FFIIRRSSTT  MMOONNTTRROOSSEE  CCOOMMMMOONNSS,,  IInncc..         Board Members 

Email any Board Member at — www.firstmontrosecommons.com/officers 

PRESIDENT VICE PRESIDENT 
Robert Power Raju Adwaney 
713-524-6017 713-521-3732 

SECRETARY TREASURER 
Mary Anne McBrayer David Turner 
713-523-5679 713-523-3990 

MEMBERSHIP COMMUNICATIONS/NEWSLETTER 
Jason Ginsburg Steve Longmire 
281-658-1293 713-523-5165 

HISTORIANS 
Kristina Lumbreras Leslie Turner 
713-522-0077 713-523-3990 

 

Important Dates 

Regular Trash – Fridays 
Heavy Trash – July 9th 
Recycle Days – July 15th, 29th 

Next FMC Meeting – July 15th 

Neighborhood Night Out -- 
Tuesday, August 5th 

(No Regular FMC meeting in August) 

For Additional Info – 

www.firstmontrosecommons.com 

…always your best source for FMC 


