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FIRE 
HITS FIRST MONTROSE COMMONS 
DECEMBER 15, 2008—IMAGINE–You turn the corner after a hard day at work 
and as you approach your home you look up to see flames shooting out of 
the second floor windows! This is the horrible scene that greeted Ida 
McCoy on the evening of December 15th. The first units of the Houston Fire 
Department arrived quickly thereafter. They immediately entered the 
home and opened the upstairs windows to ventilate the fire, which was re-
ported to have been only moments away from a dangerous flashover. 

The dry and resin-rich old growth pine framing of the house, built in 1916, 
provided rich fuel for the rapidly spreading flames, and at its height the 
fire required units from HFD Stations 16 (Montrose), 7 (Midtown) and 8 
(Downtown) to extinguish it. 

Fortunately for Ida and Barney, their home was not completely lost, and 
the quick response of HFD prevented the flames from spreading to nearby 
homes. 
 

But what would YOU do if confronted with a similar situation. Do 
you have a fire plan? —working smoke and carbon monoxide de-
tectors on every level of your home? —adequate fire coverage in 
your homeowners’ insurance? Could firefighters gain quick and 
unhindered access to your home – or even find it (are your house 
numbers clearly displayed)? 

 
Join us Tuesday evening, January 20th at 7 pm sharp in the 
Band Rehearsal Hall of HSPVA to learn what HFD recommends 
that residents do to protect themselves and their property in 
the event of fire. They will bring and demonstrate smoke detec-
tors and answer questions about the special risks we face in 
our older homes. 

There are 125 homes older than 50 years in First Montrose Commons, and 
there have been 3 major fires in older homes in Audubon Place, Roseland 
Estates and FMC within the past six months. 

 
It Can Happen to You! 

 FIRST THOUGHTS  

BY JASON GINSBURG, 2009 PRESIDENT, FMC—When my wife and I were searching for 
our first house, we had three main concerns: location, location, location. 
We wanted to live in the heart of Houston, near all of the activities and op-
portunities that a big city offers. But we didn’t want to live sealed within a 
high-rise condominium or lost in a forest of townhouses. We were looking 
for an urban environment, but one that still felt like a traditional neighbor-
hood. It would have to be a very special place, and that very special place is 
First Montrose Commons, which we are proud to call our home. 

But a special place calls for special protection. Our neighborhood’s central 
location attracts a variety of interests, both good and bad. Among the con-
cerns we face are massive development projects, overtaxed infrastructure, 
petty crime, and vagrancy. These are problems that the city cannot or will 
not fix on its own. As neighbors, we can only rely on each other to over-
come these challenges. We must come together to preserve the special 
character of our community. 

Luckily, we have an active and vibrant neighborhood association to serve as 
our rallying point. Our association is served by a core of dedicated officers, 
but it requires the ongoing support of all of our neighbors in order to tackle 
the issues we all face. You can contribute to the association by paying an-
nual dues, by attending monthly meetings, or even by serving on a commit-
tee. For a few pennies a day, for a few hours a year, you can do your part to 
protect and preserve our home. 

Please contact me or one of my fellow officers to learn how you can help 
keep First Montrose Commons a special neighborhood. 

The home of Barney & Ida McCoy erupts in flames, requiring firefighters from 3 Stations to 
extinguish it on the evening of December 15th. 

Don’t Miss the January 20th FMC MEETING! 

Special Presentation from the Houston Fire Department 
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Fifteen Years Later… 

A History of First Montrose Commons  
(THE WAY I REMEMBER IT) 
BY BARBARA SKJONSBY, 2009 SECOND VICE-PRESIDENT, FORMER NEWSLETTER EDITOR, FOUNDING 
MEMBER FMC, AND ALL AROUND GREAT NEIGHBOR!–In July of 1993 Sam and I closed on 
our house on Sul Ross. As we were bringing some early loads of books and 
glassware to the house we found a note on our fence. It said: 

“Please join us for National Night Out 
on August 3 from 6:30 to 9:00 pm 
on the front lawn of 505 Sul Ross” 

We had not even moved in yet, but we were invited to something in this 
new neighborhood! 

We walked over and found about 20 people sipping iced tea and nibbling 
on cookies and getting to know each other. The owner of the house had a 
sign-up sheet on a table for those wishing to form a civic organization. Sam 
and I signed, as did many of the others there. In about a month we got a 
phone call telling us of an organizational meeting, which we attended. 
Those who were at the meeting decided to push forward and elected a 
board to apply for a charter, write a constitution and bylaws, and look for a 
place to host a monthly meeting. 

I can’t remember all on that first board, but Allan Rubin was elected Presi-
dent. Pam Willis, Rick Smith were (I think) Chair of Security, and Chair of 
Beautification. The organization was named “First Montrose Commons” 
(FMC) since it incorporated part of the original Montrose subdivision. The 
borders were West Alabama, Montrose, Richmond and Spur 527. The High 
School for the Performing and Visual Arts (HSPVA) graciously allowed us 
to meet in the music room where we still meet most of the time. The yearly 
dues were set at $10 per person ($20 per couple). Donations were encour-
aged. 

Allan ran a wonderful meeting with his agenda posted on the board with 
the amount of time allotted to each item of business. He also posted the 
rules for meeting, — “Stick to the topic being discussed. One person will 
speak at a time. Everyone will address the whole meeting. Listen to each 
speaker.”  

Some of the first matters of business were: 

• Beautification: Clean-up days were planned. People volunteered to 
weed the Richmond esplanades and pick up trash. Rick Smith pro-
cured a huge dumpster for the day of the first clean up. By the end of 
the day it was full. 

• Security: A security district was formed and several methods of secu-
rity were studied. The group decided to go with a constable program. It 
cost each household $50 per quarter (I think) and we shared a roving 
constable with two or three other neighborhoods. This went on for 
about two years, but gradually faded away, as people did not pay the 
dues to the program as they had planned. 

• Communications: Allan co-wrote the first monthly newsletters. They 
named it “On Common Ground.” Volunteer block captains delivered 
the newsletters and any other necessary printed material. 

• Friendship: Robin Smith of Robin’s Nest B&B offered to have a holiday 
party. This potluck party has become a tradition every December since. 
The National Night Out was also chosen as a time to gather the whole 
of FMC together. For the first several years we had a potluck supper on 
the grounds of HSPVA. Eventually we moved to the corner of Sul Ross 
and Bute where we have been hosted by Teresa Rice and Earnest Neal.  

In 1998 the community investigated the possibilities of deed restrictions. 
Research revealed that the original deed restrictions lapsed in 1938, and 
included rules like: “There shall be a place to tie up horses in front of every 
establishment.”, & “No spirits shall be consumed in this subdivision.” that 
would no longer be appropriate. A committee wrote new deed restrictions, 
filed them with the City of Houston, and attempted to get the 51% of prop-
erty owners to sign them. However, we never achieved the needed signa-
tures. The project was dropped after a couple of years. 

One year we hosted a spring carnival on the grounds of HSPVA. Several 
HSPVA musical groups performed, and face painting, a jumpy castle, and a 
silent auction were part of the festivities.  

All in all, I think this organization has been good for the community. Peo-
ple who wish to know their neighbors have many opportunities. As a result 
of some of the beautification projects the neighborhood looks better than it 
did in 1993. 
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MAJOR SEWER LINE REPLACEMENT PROJECT BEGINS 
REPAIRS PROMISED LAST JUNE  
BY STEVE LONGMIRE, EDITOR—Work began during the first week of January to re-
place the obsolete and leaking sanitary sewer lines in FMC. District D CM 
Wanda Adams promised last June to have the City Public Works Depart-
ment patch or repair the broken mains until the City had the funds to begin 
our long-awaited Capital Improvement Project. However, when PWE 
crews surveyed the lines in July, they found them to be hopelessly beyond 
repair.  

So months went by, as did a major hurricane, while PWE tried to get a plan 
together to address the problem. Then, just as many of us had all but given 
up hope in light of recent economic events, crews suddenly appeared and 
began boring under our streets. They are installing a special flexible com-
posite 12” sewer line to replace to old 8” clay pipes throughout the 
neighborhood, using a technique that requires the minimum amount of 
street excavation. Once the new lines are installed and tested, the private 
lines connecting our homes to the city’s lines must be relocated to connect 
to the new lines in front of our homes. 

In the meantime, watch where you or your pets are walking! Some of the 
temporary excavations are nearly 10-feet deep! 

 

Property at 711 W Alabama to be redeveloped 

INTERNATIONAL YOUTH HOSTEL PROPOSED IN FMC 
BY MARY ANNE MCBRAYER, FMC SECRETARY– 
DECEMBER 16, 2008—THE FMC BOARD, along with members of the Audubon 
Place Civic Association and concerned residents met Doug Markham, a 
board member of Hostelling International USA, to discuss plans to de-
velop an international youth hostel at 711 W Alabama.  

According to Mr. Markham, the hostel–a first for Houston–will be dedi-
cated to the memory of Morty Rich, a Houston native who lived in Mon-
trose and ran the Rainbow Travel Agency in the 3600 block of Montrose. 
Mr. Rich left an enduring legacy with a bequest for establishment of a 
Houston youth hostel. Though Hostelling International does not yet own 
the building, the presentation included renderings of plans for the build-
ing’s renovations. 

The proposed site is ideally located near museums, restaurants, grocery 
stores, & public transportation — all things needed by hostellers There will 
be two live-in staff members, a manager and an assistant manager, one liv-
ing on each of the two planned residential floors. The maximum number of 
guests on any given night will be 50, but generally not more than 25-30 
guests. Average stay is 2-3 days 

Average age is 20-30 but sometimes there are families, and there is a room 
that can be dedicated to that. Most visitors are college graduates, many 
with advanced degrees 

Mr. Markham addressed concerns expressed by attendees at the meeting, 
including: Parking (in the rear but access is a concern and could be a prob-
lem), Fencing and security (no front fence was in the renderings), local 
Crime issues (they feel they can help with this), Curfew for guests, fire and 
electrical safety issues associated with the building’s age, and sewer and 
drainage issues. 

He also stated that the construction of a midrise nearby was of concern. 
Mr. Markham concluded by saying that Hostelling wants to be a part of the 
neighborhood, and promised to keep us informed as the project moves for-
ward. 

 

Crews begin threading new flexible composite sewer lines throughout FMC. These 12” continuous 
pipes replace the older 8” clay pipes that have been clogged and leaking for years. Expect inter-
sections to be blocked from 7 am – 7 pm over the next few weeks, and WATCH YOUR STEP! 

Time to Renew Your Membership 

2009 FMC Dues are DUE NOW 

Help us to keep FMC GREAT – Renew TODAY! 
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November & December FMC Highlights 
BY STEVE LONGMIRE, EDITOR—FMC residents were treated to a wonderful historic 
home tour on November 15th, courtesy of Grady & Marilyn Cayce and our 
fine Historians, Kristina Lumbreras and Leslie Turner. Turnout was excep-
tional, despite the very cold and blustery day. The Cayce’s home is a great 
example of how our historic homes can be updated and modernized while 
still respecting their architectural 
history. 

November’s FMC meeting saw the 
election of several new members to 
the Board of Directors: Jason Gins-
burg was elected President and Di-
rector of Membership; Christian 
Bruns takes over the helm as Treas-
urer. For the first time in its history, 
FMC elected two Vice-Presidents in 
consideration of the tremendous 
number of meetings we will be ex-
pected to attend with the City this 
year. Robert Power was elected First 
Vice-President, and Barbara 
Skjonsby was chosen for Second 
Vice-President. Each has a long his-
tory of service to FMC, and their ex-
perience will be essential as we are 
faced with ever increasing pressures to redevelop the neighborhood. Re-
turning Board Members include Kristina Lumbreras and Leslie Turner as 
Co-Historians, and Steve Longmire as Director of Communications. 

A resolution thanking members of the outgoing 2008 Board of Directors 
passed unanimously, and special thanks was mentioned for Raju Adwaney’s 
extraordinary efforts to secure Historic District designation for FMC. 

The Annual FMC Holiday Party was very well attended by both “regulars” 
and many new guests this year. Our thanks, once again to Robin Smith for 

her continuing sponsorship of this FMC Tradition! It just wouldn’t be the 
same anywhere else but Robin’s Nest! 

Late November and the first two weeks of December were unusually wet 
and cold. This was punctuated by a very rare early December snowfall the 
evening and night of December 10th. This was, in fact, the earliest recorded 

snowfall of the season in more than 
100 years that records have been kept 
in Houston. But in true Houston fash-
ion, the light dusting was completely 
gone by noon on the 11th. Look on the 
bright side—we got to enjoy the 
beauty of a light snowfall just before 
Christmas without all the work of a 
major cleanup that our Northern 
neighbors have had!  

FMC’s newest resident made her entry 
into this world December 12th. 
Welcome to the neighborhood  
Abigail Grace! 

December also saw the tragedy of a 
huge house fire in the heart of FMC on 
the evening of the 15th. Fortunately 
there were no injuries to either man 

or beast, and the damage appears to have been contained, so the McCoy’s 
can rebuild. They have chosen to stay in FMC as repairs are made, and are 
living over on Colquitt Avenue temporarily. 

Finally, long time FMC resident Detlef Haubold was hospitalized throughout 
most of December, battling severe complications of diabetes, and remains 
so as of this writing. Detleff and Roy Schlappich have lived in FMC for more 
than 40 years, and tell wonderful stories of the days when the Montrose 
Elementary School once stood where HSPVA is now. Our prayers are with 
them as Detlef faces a long and difficult recovery in the new year.
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HISTORIC DISTRICT UPDATE 

So Near, Yet So Far Away… 
BY STEVE LONGMIRE, EDITOR–JANUARY 10,2009–As of this date we remain a little 
more than two-dozen signatures shy of our target for submitting the 
application to designate the majority of First Montrose Commons as 
an Historic District. So the question now is:  
  
If you have not yet signed, what are you waiting for? 

Becoming an historic district will not increase your taxes. It will not 
prevent you from remodeling your home or adding on to it. It will 
not require you to make any changes to your home.  

It WILL NOT MAKE IT MORE DIFFICULT TO SELL YOUR HOME! 

It WILL GIVE YOU A BREAK ON YOUR CITY OF HOUSTON 
PROPERTY TAXES  equal to the amount of any permitted repairs 
or restoration you have done within the PAST FIVE YEARS and for 
which you obtain a Certificate of Appropriateness. (This means that 
if we are successful, and you had to make substantial permitted 
repairs after Hurricane Ike to your contributing home, you could 
potentially recoup some of their costs in the form of reduced City 

Property Taxes.) 

So, if you have not yet signed your Historic District Petition, AND  you 
DON’T WANT A BREAK ON YOUR CITY PROPERTY TAXES–
then DON’T SIGN YOUR PETITION! 

Surely your neighbors will appreciate your help to pay higher taxes to 
the City of Houston… 

Or perhaps you just like to be surrounded by 4-story concrete walls 
and large driveway cuts. 

On the other hand, if the above is not the case, then why not sign and 
return your petition to Raju Adwaney today? If you need assistance or 
another copy of the petition, you can call him at 713-521-3732 or 
download a copy from www.firstmontrosecommons.com. 

 

F i r s t  M o n t r o s e  C o mm o n s  

More than a Century of Architectural History in One Unique Neighborhood! 
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Don’t Miss the January 20th FMC MEETING! 

Special Presentation from the Houston Fire Department 
AND … You can Renew Your Annual Membership Right There! 

550 Post Oak Blvd Ste. 350550 Post Oak Blvd Ste. 350550 Post Oak Blvd Ste. 350550 Post Oak Blvd Ste. 350 
Houston, TX  77027Houston, TX  77027Houston, TX  77027Houston, TX  77027    

713.516.6006713.516.6006713.516.6006713.516.6006    
prs663@aol.comprs663@aol.comprs663@aol.comprs663@aol.com    

Your neighborhood specialist…. 

whether buying or selling  

18+ years of experience in high level 

real estate sales  

Voted one of Houston's top realtors  

For professional service 

with a smile,  

please give us a call. 
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PIP Report of October & November Criminal Activity 
BY TOM MCBRAYER 

OCTOBER– October’s activity was dominated by narcotics arrests — over 40% 
of the 14 reported crimes.  And, again, it was concentrated in the lower W 
Alabama area plus 400 Richmond. Also note the two robberies at IBC bank 
on Montrose.   

NOVEMBER– The arrangement of November reported crimes is different from 
usual. All crimes of any one category are grouped together regardless of 
where they occurred. Previously, the crimes of a given area were listed to-
gether.  What this shows, for example, is that most narcotics occurred on 
our border, while burglaries of a motor vehicle tend to be on interior 
streets. 

I n  t h e  N e i g h b o r h o o d  
AAArrrtttsss   &&&   EEEnnnttteeerrrtttaaaiiinnnmmmeeennnttt   

HSPVA 
No performances scheduled in January 

Houston Center for Contemporary Craft (Free) 
Hot Glass, Cool Collections/Environments = Form + Space  
December 13 – March 15  

Houston Museum of Natural Science  
Body World 2 & The Brain — Our Three-Pound Gem 
September 12 – February 22, 2009 

The Birth of Christianity: A Jewish Story 
December 12, 2008 to April 12, 2009 

Museum of Fine Arts 
Candlelight Open House at Bayou Bend 
December 12, 5:00 PM - 8:00 PM 

Color into Light: Selections from the MFAH Collection 
December 13, 2008 - March 22, 2009 

Contemporary Arts Museum 
Every Sound You Can Imagine  
Through December 7, 2008 

Cinema Remixed & Reloaded: Black Women Artists and the Moving Im-
age since 1970 
Through January 4, 2009 

Perspectives 164 Stephanie Syjuco: Total Fabrications 

December 12, 2008 – February 22, 2009 

The Menil Collection 
“Max Ernst Hanging,” Daily screenings in the Menil Library 
Through February 15, 2009 (M-F 4 pm; S & S 1 pm and 4 pm)  

 

Yard of the Month 

December 2008 800 Sul Ross  

January 2009 602 Branard,  
    The Bering Omega House  

LocationLocationLocationLocation    CrimeCrimeCrimeCrime    PremisesPremisesPremisesPremises    DateDateDateDate    
TimeTimeTimeTime    

200 
W Alabama 

Narcotics Street 10.07 
1:00 am 

200 
W Alabama 

Narcotics Street 10.27 
12:15 am 

200  
W Alabama 

Narcotics Street 10.29 
8:40 am 

300 
W Alabama 

Narcotics Street 10.01 
11:40 pm 

200 
W Alabama 

Auto theft Apartment parking 
lot 

10.20 
9:00 pm 

3800 
Brandt 

Narcotics Unknown 10.20 
5:20 pm 

400 
Richmond 

Narcotics Unknown 10.20 
6:05 pm 

3900 
Montrose 

Robbery Bank 10.06 
10:45 am 

3900 
Montrose 

Robbery Bank 10.10 
12:50 pm 

3800 
Roseland 

Burglary Apartment 10.12 
8:00 pm 

4000 
Montrose 

Burglary of a  
motor vehicle 

Street 10.20 
10:00 pm 

4000 
Bute 

Auto theft Street 10.16 
8:00 am 

4100 
Garrott 

Auto theft Apartment 10.21 
6:00 am 

4100 
Milam 

DWI Spur Service Rd 10.11 
4:30 am 

NovemberNovemberNovemberNovember    

200 
W Alabama 

Robbery Apartment 11.29 
7:30 pm 

400 
Richmond 

Robbery Convenience store 11.02 
10:30 pm 

3900 
Montrose 

Robbery Bank 11.26 
9:10 am 

400 
Branard 

Burglary of a  
motor vehicle 

House 10.25 
3:00 pm 

400 
W Main 

Burglary of a  
motor vehicle 

Street 11.09 
12:01 am 

800 
Colquitt 

Burglary of a  
motor vehicle 

Street 11.09 
12:01 am 

4000 
Greeley 

Burglary of a  
motor vehicle 

Street 11.20 
11:30 am 

3800 
Brandt 

Auto theft Street 11.26 
7:55 pm 

200 
W Alabama 

Narcotic Unknown 11.10 
11:00 am 

200 
W Alabama 

Narcotic Street 11.19 
12:45 am 

200 
W Alabama 

Narcotic Apartment 11.20 
9:00 pm 

400 
Richmond 

Narcotic Convenience store 
Parking lot 

11.21 
1:30 am 
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CCCCOUNCILMEMBER OUNCILMEMBER OUNCILMEMBER OUNCILMEMBER PPPPETER ETER ETER ETER BBBBROWNROWNROWNROWN     

atlarge1@cityofhouston.net 
832-393-3014 

DDDD    &&&&    QQQQ    MMMMINIMARTINIMARTINIMARTINIMART    

806 Richmond 
713-526-4451 

FFFFREDERICK REDERICK REDERICK REDERICK BBBBUILDERSUILDERSUILDERSUILDERS    

frederick2020@sbcglobal.net 
281-392-9111 

JJJJAY AY AY AY S.S.S.S.     GGGGINSBURGINSBURGINSBURGINSBURG    

www.jayginsburglaw.com 
713-665-2181 

PPPPAUL AUL AUL AUL SSSSTANLEY TANLEY TANLEY TANLEY PPPPROPERTIESROPERTIESROPERTIESROPERTIES    

prs663@aol.com 
713-516-6006 

PPPPRIME RIME RIME RIME TTTTREESREESREESREES,,,,    IIIINCNCNCNC....    

primetrees@sbcglobal.net 
713-781-8733 

PPPPURE URE URE URE PPPPOTENTIAL OTENTIAL OTENTIAL OTENTIAL LLLLIVING IVING IVING IVING MMMMASSAGEASSAGEASSAGEASSAGE    

Montrose @ Richmond by appt 
www.purepotentialliving.com 
713-249-6523 

RRRROBINOBINOBINOBIN’’’’S S S S NNNNESTESTESTEST    

4100 Greeley 
713-528-5821 

SSSSYSTEM YSTEM YSTEM YSTEM GGGGARAGEARAGEARAGEARAGE,,,,    IIIINCNCNCNC....    

4321 Garrott 
713-528-7477     713-529-5359 

USTUSTUSTUST    DDDDINING INING INING INING SSSSERVICEERVICEERVICEERVICE    

3909 Graustark 
713-525-3573 

DDDDRRRR....    JJJJIM IM IM IM WWWWHEELERHEELERHEELERHEELER    

4100 Milam 
713-797-9200 

Contact Us… 

Any FMC Officer can be reached via the web: 

www.firstmontrosecommons.com/officers 

For questions about ON COMMON GROUND, contact the Editor, 
Steve Longmire at 713-523-5165 

Important Dates 

 

Regular Trash   Every Friday 

Recycling   Tuesday, January 13th & 27th , February 10th  

Heavy Trash (Tree Waste Only)(Tree Waste Only)(Tree Waste Only)(Tree Waste Only) Wednesday, January 14th   

Heavy Trash (Non-Tree Waste) Wednesday, February 11th  

 

Next FMC Meeting  Tuesday, January 20th 7pm 


