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Tell the City How to 
Spend Your Taxes 
PUBLIC INVITED TO DISTRICT D MEETING TO DISCUSS CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT NEEDS/BUDGET 
BY JASON GINSBURG, PRESIDENT, FMC—OOOON N N N TTTTHURSDAYHURSDAYHURSDAYHURSDAY,,,,    FFFFEBRUARY EBRUARY EBRUARY EBRUARY 12121212THTHTHTH,,,, AT  AT  AT  AT 6:306:306:306:30 PM PM PM PM, our 
Councilmember Wanda Adams will host a public meeting regarding 
District D's stake in the City of Houston's Capital Improvement Plan. The 
meeting will be held at the Judson Robinson, Jr. Community Center 
located at 2020 Hermann Drive at Almeda Road. 

Similar meetings will be held for all of the City's districts. At these meetings 
citizens will have the opportunity to contribute comments and suggestions 
about the need to improve services and infrastructure in their neighbor-
hoods. The City will take those comments and suggestions into considera-
tion when it plans out its operating budget for this year. 

Here in First Montrose Commons, we have successfully petitioned the City 
for new streets, and we have received promises from City officials that the 
design phase of our streets' reconstruction will begin this summer. How-
ever, nothing is guaranteed until the City officially includes our new streets 
in its operating budget for this year. 

Citizens in every district will come forward during the Capital Improve-
ment Plan meetings to demand more services and improved infrastructure 
for their own neighborhoods. First Montrose Commons must have its own 
voice heard at District D's meeting in order to insure that the funds needed 
for our street reconstruction will not be diverted to other projects. Our 
crumbling streets have been on the City's “to-do” list for seven 
years now. First Montrose Commons has waited its turn, and it's now 
time for “to-do” to be done. 

Please plan to attend District D's Capital Improvement Plan meeting and 
let Councilmember Adams and the City of Houston know that the streets of 
First Montrose Commons must be replaced and that their replacement 
must begin this year. 

EEEEDITORDITORDITORDITOR’’’’S S S S NNNNOTEOTEOTEOTE————I can’t emphasize strongly enough how important it is to have 
as many FMC residents as we can attend this meeting. From personal 
experience I can tell you that City leaders really respond only when 
large numbers of residents show up. Recent work to repair/replace 

our sewers was the result of many residents’ persistent letters and 
appearances at City hearings.  

Anyone interested in helping us to lobby the City to 

SPEND OUR TAX DOLLARS IN OUR NEIGHBORHOOD 
should contact me at www.firstmontrosecommons.com/officers and I will 
try to coordinate carpools or rides to the meeting. Although the meeting 
begins at 6:30 pm, we should plan to leave FMC no later than 6:00 pm, so 
we can arrive in time to sit together as a group. 

HELP KEEP FIRST MONTROSE COMMONS GREAT! 
ATTEND THE DISTRICT D CIP MEETING  

FEBRUARY 12TH     6:30PM!  
JUDSON ROBINSON, JR. COMMUNITY CENTER 
2020 HERMANN DRIVE AT ALMEDA ROAD 
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Highlights of January’s FMC Meeting 
THIS ART ICLE IS A BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE JANUARY 2009  FMC  MEETING.  IT DOES NOT CONSTITUTE THE OFFICIAL MINUTES OF THAT MEETING.   

PERSONS WHO WISH TO OBTAIN A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL MINUTES SHOULD CONTACT THE ASSOCIATION’S SECRETARY AT www.firstmontrosecommons.com/OFFICERS 
BY MARYANNE MCBRAYER,  FMC SECRETARY—JANUARY 20, 2009–President Jason Ginsburg 
opened the meeting at 7:02 pm. He welcomed new board members and 
thanked outgoing President Robert Power, Vice-President Raju Adwaney 
and Treasurer David Turner. Raju will continue to work on FMC Historic 
District designation. New officers and contact information are listed on our 
website.  

Jason outlined his goals for the year: 

• Complete the application for Historic District. Plans are underway to 
personally target those who have not signed. We need about two dozen 
signatures.  

• Street repair: send a letter to CM Wanda Adams thanking her for repair 
of our sewer and water lines currently underway. He will also write a 
letter to Mayor White with copies to CM Adams and all at-large mem-
bers regarding our 2003 CIP petition. They need to be reminded that 
the design and budgeting process for FMC should happen this summer. 
Jason invited members to a constituent meeting for our district on 
Thursday February 12, 6:30 pm, at Judson Robinson Center on 
Hermann Drive at Almeda Road.  

• Website: Jason invited everyone to make better use of the website and 
its forum. It’s a good way to connect with your neighbors and to share 

information about the neighborhood. Contact him through the website 
and he can help you to enroll in the forum.  

Houston Firefighter Jesse O’Quinn spoke about fire safety particularly with 
older homes such as in our neighborhood. [See Fire Safety, below]  

Dues should be mailed to the treasurer — $10 per person. Mailing enve-
lopes were available.  

The new owner of 809 Branard reported problems with closing on the 
home as the title company was aware of the deed restrictions petition that 
FMC filed in 1998 and refused to insure the sale of the home without taking 
exception to that petition. Several members reported buying their home 
since 1998 and they experienced no problems involving the failed deed re-
striction application. The problem at 809 Branard was resolved, but the 
new owner asked FMC to provide the City with a statement saying the re-
strictions did not go through. No action was taken.  

Doug Markham, a volunteer with Hostelling International gave a brief 
summary of their efforts to establish a youth hostel at 711 W Alabama. He 
met with FMC’s board in December to explain the project and the board 
feels this would be a good addition to the neighborhood. Mr. Markham of-
fered information packets to any interested party.  

There being no further business, the meeting adjoined at 8:08 pm.

———FFFIIIRRREEE   SSSAAAFFFEEETTTYYY——— 
BY STEVE LONGMIRE, EDITOR—Houston Firefighter, Jessie O’Quinn discussed what 
residents of FMC can do to avoid becoming victims of fire. Recent cold 
weather has resulted in an increase in fires due to improperly used space 
heaters and candles.  

Older homes have special fire risks because they are typically constructed 
with wooden interior and exterior walls with no insulation between the 
studs to retard the spread of fire up the walls, and frequently contain a mix 
of new and old electrical wiring and outlets. Overloaded electrical circuits 
are a major cause of house fires in these homes. When folks plug too many 
devices into outlets on old circuits, the wires and connections hidden in the 
walls heat up, and may begin to smolder. This can go undetected for hours 
before the surrounding wood finally erupts in flames. Mr. O’Quinn strongly 
recommended the use of switchable, fused power strips, rather than old-style 
triple taps or extension cords, because these have built in protection against 
overloads.  

Residents of older homes are also more likely to use space heaters. He re-
minded us that “Space heaters need SPACE!” — at least 3 feet away from any 
combustible material — and should NEVER be left on unattended. 

Working smoke detectors are required in all residences, and there should be 
at least one on every floor, with one situated just outside every sleeping 
area. Batteries must be replaced every 6 months, preferably when clocks are 
reset at the switch to or from Daylight Saving Time. 

Carbon monoxide detectors are also recommended to detect this odorless, 
colorless poison gas produced by incomplete burning of fuels such as gas, 
wood, or propane. Symptoms of CO poisoning include headache, confusion, 
and/or lethargy. If these are experienced, everyone must immediately 
evacuate the area and call for medical assistance. 

O’Quinn also emphasized how vital it is for everyone to have a personal 
evacuation plan. Many deaths during fires result because a family member 
re-enters a burning home to search for a missing family member. If you do 
nothing else, O’Quinn strongly encourages you to agree on a set meeting 
place where all residents will gather immediately after exiting the structure to 
confirm that everyone has gotten out safely. 

Kitchen fires are so common that the Fire Department recommends we all 
have a fire extinguisher mounted on the wall immediately opposite the stove. 
This is to insure it can be reached without reaching over a burning pot. 
Once the trigger has been pressed, the unit must be replaced–it will not 
hold pressure. Be sure to wash vent grease filters regularly to prevent flash 
fires. 

Finally, candles can be very dangerous. O’Quinn suggests burning them 
only in a hurricane glass that has been placed in a small plate of water. 
That way the candle will be extinguished if it should tilt over or burn 
through. Never leave candles burning unattended–even briefly–or while 
sleeping. 
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LONGTIME RESIDENT OF FMC LOSES BATTLE WITH DIABETES 

DETLEF WERNER HAUBOLD 
BY STEVE LONGMIRE, EDITOR—JANUARY 22, 2009—First Montrose Commons lost one of our oldest and 
most beloved residents late Thursday night after a long battle with complications of dia-
betes. Detlef Haubold, born in Germany, lived in First Montrose Commons at the corner 
of West Main and Greeley for more than 40 years. His habit of sitting on the front porch 
swing and visiting with neighbors earned him the nickname of “Mayor of West Main 
Street”. 

In recent years, Detlef suffered many of diabetes’ most severe complications. His best 
friend of more than 50 years, Roy Schlappich, spent many hours caring for him and tak-
ing him to doctors and hospitals. At Detlef’s request, there will be no funeral. Rather, his 
closest friends and family gathered to celebrate his life at his home shortly after his 
death.  

Detlef’s struggle with diabetes serves as a warning to us all that this is a very serious dis-
ease, one which kills more people each year than cancer or AIDS. Perhaps the most fitting 
memorial to Detlef would be that each of us takes a moment to evaluate our own risk, 
and be checked for diabetes. Tuesday, March 24th is American Diabetes Alert Day. Please 
see the article below to learn how you can protect yourself, family and friends from this 
devastating disease that has now reached epidemic proportions in America.  

Take the Test — Save a Life! 

AMERICAN DIABETES ASSOCIATION “SOUNDS THE ALERT” ON MARCH 24TH 

FOR THE 21ST ANNUAL AMERICAN DIABETES ALERT® DAY 

has become the greatest public health crisis of 
the next quarter century. To address the burden 
of this disease, the American Diabetes Associa-

tion (ADA) is issuing an urgent call-to-action for Americans to find out 
their risk for type 2 diabetes during the 21st annual American Diabetes 
Alert® Day. Nearly 6 million Americans have diabetes, but don’t 
even know it. Another 57 million Americans have pre-diabetes, 
placing them at increased risk for developing type 2 diabetes. 

On American Diabetes Alert Day, held annually on the fourth Tuesday in 
March, the American Diabetes Association encourages people who are 
overweight, physically inactive, and over the age of 45 years to take the 
Diabetes Risk Test. The Diabetes Risk Test requires users to answer simple 
questions about weight, age, family history and other potential risk factors 
for type 2 diabetes. The Diabetes Risk Test will show users whether they 
are at low, moderate, or high risk for pre-diabetes or diabetes. The Diabe-
tes Risk Test is available in English and Spanish by calling the Association 
at 1-800-DIABETES (1-800-342-2383) or by visiting 
www.diabetes.org/alert. 

Among the primary risk factors for type 2 diabetes are being overweight, 
sedentary, over the age of 45 and having a family history of diabetes. Afri-
can Americans, Latinos, Native Americans, Asian Americans and Pacific Is-
landers are at an increased risk, as are women who have had babies weigh-
ing more than nine pounds at birth. 

Unfortunately, people with type 2 diabetes can live for years without realiz-
ing that they have the disease. While people with diabetes can exhibit no-
ticeable symptoms, such as frequent urination, blurred vision and exces-
sive thirst, most people diagnosed with type 2 diabetes do not show these 
overt warning signs at the time that they develop the disease. Often, type 2 
diabetes only becomes evident when people develop one or more of its se-
rious complications, such as heart disease, stroke, kidney disease, eye 
damage, or nerve damage that can lead to amputations. 

The American Diabetes Association is leading the fight against the deadly 
consequences of diabetes and fighting for those affected by diabetes. The 
Association funds research to prevent, cure and manage diabetes; delivers 
services to hundreds of communities; provides objective and credible in-
formation; and gives voice to those denied their rights because of diabetes. 
Founded in 1940, our mission is to 
prevent and cure diabetes and to im-
prove the lives of all people affected by 
diabetes. 

To obtain a copy of the Diabetes Risk 
Test or for more information about 
diabetes (in English or Spanish), please 
visit www.diabetes.org/alert or call  
1-800-DIABETES (1-800-342-2383). 

DIABETES 
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AAAARRRRTTTT    IIIINNNN    TTTTRRRRAAAANNNNSSSSIIIITTTT     
BY MARY ANNE MCBRAYER, FMC SECRETARY—SATURDAY, JANUARY 31— Metro held a work-
shop at the gym of Annunciation Orthodox Church. Its purpose was to 
“seek Visionary Input for the University Corridor Art in Transit Program,” 
which will create public art pieces for the transit stops on the University 
line. The gym was set up with tables for all 19 University stops (stretching 
from the Eastwood Transit Center at Calhoun to the Hillcroft TC). Needless 
to say, we were interested in the Montrose station, which is currently being 
planned for the center of Richmond Avenue, between CVS and the bank 
building.  

Two years ago a Request For Qualifications was sent out to artists with re-
gional and national experience. There were 262 responses and from those a 
pool of artists was chosen for each transit corridor. There are 29 who will 
compete for the Montrose work. Many of these live and/or work in the 
various neighborhoods and have knowledge of the community. There were 
several artists at the Montrose table (of course!) and discussion was lively. 
There are so many elements in Montrose that could be represented in our 

transit station — diversity, education, entertainment, historic aspects, but 
the major theme seemed to point toward Montrose being a gateway to the 
Museum District, the entrance to the art world of Houston. All the various 
ideas were written down and collected by Metro representatives. 

Two representatives were chosen from each of the transit stops. For the 
Montrose station, we chose Judy Adams of Foelber Gallery and Howard 
Rose from the University of St. Thomas. Howard has also been active with 
the Montrose Conservancy. The reps will be called to another meeting and, 
from that pool, 10 people will be selected to serve on a panel to select art-
ists and develop concepts for each station. The artists will “respect and 
celebrate the different characteristics of these communities,” and tailor 
their work to reflect the character of each neighborhood — community im-
age, culture, identity and architectural heritage.  

FMC is delighted to have Judy represent our interests; she is a 30-year 
resident and artist in our community and most interested in the project. 
We’ll all be eager to see how the chosen artist represents Montrose. .

An Uncommon Friend Renews for 2009 

FMC Thanks UST Dining Services 
BY STEVE LONGMIRE, EDITOR–FEBRUARY 1ST–First Montrose Commons extends a 
hearty “Thanks!” to our friends at the University of St. Thomas Dining 
Services for their generous support this past year and for committing to 
another year of Platinum Support for FMC. As many of you already know, 
Tom Arellano, Director, completely remodeled the dining room facilities 
last summer, and now he’s just opened a brand new Quiznos. Connected to 
the dining room, Quiznos is open from 10:30 am — 9:00 pm every day. 

Why not enjoy a nice stroll through the beautiful campus of the University 
of St. Thomas, and pop into Quiznos for a quick sandwich and a drink? And 
while you’re there, be sure to check out the exhibit of photos from the final-
ists in the 2008 UST Shining Stars Photo Essay Contest. 

F i r s t  M o n t r o s e  C o mm o n s  
More than a Century of Architectural History in One Unique Neighborhood! 

H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  

BY STEVE LONGMIRE, EDITOR—FMC Historians Kristina Lumbreras and Leslie 
Turner, Raju Adwaney, and I met with a representative from the Greater 
Houston Preservation Alliance last week to review FMC’s application to be-
come a City of Houston designated Historic District. The good news is that 
we are less than two dozen signatures short of our target, and are well on 
our way towards completing the other items required in the application! 
We have a very strong case to become a designated Historic District, 
with a large proportion of contributing/potentially  
contributing structures. 

The bad news: We 
still need your 

signature if you haven’t 
yet signed!  

Won’t you help us 
to reach our goal 
before March 1st?  

  

Sign the petition to 
Protect Your 
Neighborhood 

Today!  
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Few Residents Access FMC Website— 

What Have You Missed? 
BY STEVE LONGMIRE, EDITOR–First Montrose Commons has a website established 
by Jason Ginsburg to facilitate communication and foster discussion of is-
sues affecting the neighborhood. Any resident of FMC can check the site to 
read late-breaking news, download documents (such as Membership 
Forms or Historic District Packets), or read what others are saying about 
FMC. If you want to participate in a discussion—or start your own—you 
have to register with Jason first. 

Registration is simple: there’s even a link to click on to sign up right on the 
website! 

Unfortunately, very few FMC residents seem to be aware of this wonderful 
neighborhood resource. FMC is way behind surrounding neighborhoods, 
who have chosen to publish all their news online. While we have no plans 
to stop producing the print edition of ON COMMON GROUND, there are many 
important items which simply don’t make it into our newsletter. 

www.firstmontrosecommons.com is where we publish these items! 

So, if you didn’t check www.firstmontrosecommons.com this month, here’s 
a brief list of things you missed: 

���� An article about the wonderful Art Deco exterior of the nearby Sears Roebuck Store–
hidden under that ugly metal façade. 

���� Notice of an Important Public Hearing on Electric Reliability at the George R Brown 
on February 2nd. 

���� Discussions about the major sewer replacement project and the planned replace-
ment of our water mains. 

���� Ongoing discussions about the fate of the former Bistro Vino, and plans to construct 
a midrise on that site. 

Don’t continue to miss out on late-breaking important neighborhood news! 
Log on to www.firstmontrosecommons.com today! Add it to your Favorites 
list! Better still, why not register and join us in the discussion forums! 
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Unique!Unique!Unique!Unique!     

Renew TODAY!Renew TODAY!Renew TODAY!Renew TODAY!     
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550 Post Oak Blvd Ste. 350550 Post Oak Blvd Ste. 350550 Post Oak Blvd Ste. 350550 Post Oak Blvd Ste. 350 

Houston, TX  77027Houston, TX  77027Houston, TX  77027Houston, TX  77027    

713.516.6006713.516.6006713.516.6006713.516.6006    
prs663@aol.comprs663@aol.comprs663@aol.comprs663@aol.com    

Your neighborhood specialist…. 

whether buying or selling  

18+ years of experience in high level 

real estate sales  

Voted one of Houston's top realtors  

For professional service 

with a smile,  

please give us a call. 
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PIP Report of December Criminal Activity 
BY TOM MCBRAYER 

DECEMBER– The PIP report showed a particularly mild month for FMC — only 
seven reported crimes. But we need to add one more to the list. JP Morgan 
Chase Bank (formerly Washington Mutual) was the site of a robbery on 
December 20. Since it was at 5:00 am, it probably was at the ATM, where 
you can count the ways a victim can be vulnerable. Add to that the unem-
ployment rate. Six of FMC crimes were “money crimes.”  

 

I n  t h e  N e i g h b o r h o o d  
Arts & Entertainment 

HSPVA 
Kiss Me Kate 
February 4 - 7, 7:00 pm 

Mariachi Concert 
February 17, 7:30 pm 

Piano Ensemble Concert 
March 6, 7:30 pm 

Houston Center for Contemporary Craft (Free) 
Hot Glass, Cool Collections/Environments = Form + Space  
December 13 – March 15  

Houston Museum of Natural Science  
Body World 2 & The Brain — Our Three-Pound Gem 
Ends February 22, 2009 

The Birth of Christianity: A Jewish Story 
December 12, 2008 to April 12, 2009 

Museum of Fine Arts 
Color into Light: Selections from the MFAH Collection 
December 13, 2008 - March 22, 2009 

Contemporary Arts Museum 
Perspectives 164 Stephanie Syjuco: Total Fabrications 
Ends February 22, 2009 

The Puppet Show brings together contemporary artworks in a variety of 
media that explore the imagery of puppets. 
Through April 12, 2009 

The Menil Collection 
“Max Ernst Hanging,” Daily screenings in the Menil Library 
Ends February 15, 2009 (M-F 4 pm; S & S 1 pm and 4 pm)  

Imaginary Spaces: Selections from The Menil Collection 
Through March 1, 2009 

    

Yard of the Month 

 

880000  WWeesstt  MMaaiinn  SSttrreeeett  

LLLLOCOCOCOCAAAATIONTIONTIONTION    CCCCRIMERIMERIMERIME    PPPPREREREREMMMMISESISESISESISES    DDDDATEATEATEATE    
TTTTIMEIMEIMEIME    

3800  
Montrose 

Auto theft Bar parking lot 12.01 
11:00 pm 

4100  
Greeley 

Auto theft Street 12.07 
12 noon 

200  
W Alabama 

Burglary of a 
motor vehicle 

Apartment  
parking lot 

12.08 
2:00 am 

300  
W Alabama 

Burglary of a 
motor vehicle 

Apartment  
parking lot 

12.12 
11:15 pm 

600  
Colquitt 

Burglary of a 
motor vehicle 

Street 12.13 
2:00 am 

3900  
Roseland 

Burglary Condo 12.18 
10:15 pm 

4100  
Montrose 

Aggravated 
assault 

Unknown 12.28 
11:40 pm 

D o n ’ t  M i s s  O u t !  
Log on Today! 
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CCCCOUNCILMEMBER OUNCILMEMBER OUNCILMEMBER OUNCILMEMBER PPPPETER ETER ETER ETER BBBBROWNROWNROWNROWN     

atlarge1@cityofhouston.net 
832-393-3014 

DDDD    &&&&    QQQQ    MMMMINIMARTINIMARTINIMARTINIMART    

806 Richmond 
713-526-4451 

FFFFREDERICK REDERICK REDERICK REDERICK BBBBUILDERSUILDERSUILDERSUILDERS    

frederick2020@sbcglobal.net 
281-392-9111 

JJJJAY AY AY AY S.S.S.S.     GGGGINSBURGINSBURGINSBURGINSBURG    

www.jayginsburglaw.com 
713-665-2181 

PPPPAUL AUL AUL AUL SSSSTANLEY TANLEY TANLEY TANLEY PPPPROPERTIESROPERTIESROPERTIESROPERTIES    

prs663@aol.com 
713-516-6006 

PPPPRIME RIME RIME RIME TTTTREESREESREESREES,,,,    IIIINCNCNCNC....    

primetrees@sbcglobal.net 
713-781-8733 

PPPPURE URE URE URE PPPPOTENTIAL OTENTIAL OTENTIAL OTENTIAL LLLLIVING IVING IVING IVING MMMMASSAGASSAGASSAGASSAGEEEE    

Montrose @ Richmond by appt 
www.purepotentialliving.com 

713-249-6523 

RRRROBINOBINOBINOBIN’’’’S S S S NNNNESTESTESTEST    

4100 Greeley 
713-528-5821 

USTUSTUSTUST    DDDDINING INING INING INING SSSSERVICEERVICEERVICEERVICE    

3909 Graustark 
713-525-3573 

DDDDRRRR....    JJJJIM IM IM IM WWWWHEELERHEELERHEELERHEELER    

4100 Milam 
713-797-9200 

 

Contact Us… 

Any FMC Officer can be reached via the web: 

www.firstmontrosecommons.com/officers 

For questions about ON COMMON GROUND, contact the Editor, 
Steve Longmire at 713-523-5165 

Important Dates 

District D CIP Public Meeting Thursday, February 12th 6:30pm  

Regular Trash   Every Friday 

Recycling   Tuesday, February 10th & 24th  

Heavy Trash (Non-Tree Waste) Wednesday, February 11th  

Heavy Trash (Tree Waste Only)(Tree Waste Only)(Tree Waste Only)(Tree Waste Only) Wednesday, March 17th   
 

Next FMC Meeting  Tuesday, February 17th 7pm 


