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Mary Ellen RexerMary Ellen RexerMary Ellen RexerMary Ellen Rexer    
March 25, 1920 – January 10, 2012 

It is with great sadness that we report the 

passing of Mary Ellen Rexer on January 10
th

 of 

this year. Mrs. Rexer lived for many years in 

the great white house across from HSPVA 

and always had a cheery and kind word for 

those walking by. Her passing marks the loss 

of another of the earliest residents of our 

neighborhood, and emphasizes the need to 

treasure those few who remain among us. 

World Treasure to be Repatriated 

Byzantine Fresco Chapel to Byzantine Fresco Chapel to Byzantine Fresco Chapel to Byzantine Fresco Chapel to 
Return Icons to Cyprus at Return Icons to Cyprus at Return Icons to Cyprus at Return Icons to Cyprus at     
End of FebruaryEnd of FebruaryEnd of FebruaryEnd of February    

HE BYZANTINE FRESCO CHAPEL was built 
as a part of The Menil Museum to house 
frescoes taken from the Church of St. 

Evphemianos in what is now Turkish con-
trolled Northern Cyprus during the 1980’s. 
This is the only collection of intact large Byz-
antine frescoes in the Western Hemisphere. 
The de Menil’s bought the fragments of these 
frescoes under an agreement with the Church 
of Cyprus to rescue them from the black mar-
ket, and restored them prior to displaying 
them in Houston. They are now to be returned 
to the Church, their rightful owners, to be dis-
played in the Byzantine Museum in Nicosia. 

Don’t miss this truly one-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity to view one of the world’s 
great treasures before it leaves Houston 
forever at the end of this month! 

Largest Residential Development in FMC History 

POST PROPERTIES TO BREAK 
GROUND IN NEXT FEW WEEKS 
BART FRENCH OF POST PROPERTIES flew in to attend the January meeting 
of First Montrose Commons to give us an update and overview of their 
long-awaited project in the 500 block of Richmond Avenue.  

The five story, 242-unit luxury apartment building is slated to begin con-
struction at the beginning of March, and to require 22 months to com-
plete. It will be the largest single residential development in the history of 
our neighborhood. A parking garage will provide 1½ spaces per bedroom 
and will be completely enclosed within the outer façade of the complex. 
Access to the units will be via Richmond Avenue or Colquitt, with the 
loading dock and trash handled via Colquitt. The trash units are to be 
completely enclosed and locked except when the collection truck arrives 
to prevent access by vagrants. The trees along Colquitt are to be pre-
served.  

Post intends to retain ownership and management of the property for 10-
15 years, and, Mr. French said, “to be a good neighbor and an asset to the 
neighborhood”.  

Mr. French listened carefully to the concerns raised by FMC residents at 
the meeting, and agreed to have the project construction manager attend 
the February FMC meeting to address concerns about heavy construction 
traffic and parking as the project gets underway. 

More information inside on p. 3 � 

Don’t Miss the February Meeting of  FMC! 
 More Details About the Construction of Post Properties on Richmond Avenue 
 Plus Your Chance to Renew your Membership for 2012 

It  all  begins  at  7:00 pm SHA RP in the  Band Rehearsal Hall of HSPVA!It  all  begins  at  7:00 pm SHA RP in the  Band Rehearsal Hall of HSPVA!It  all  begins  at  7:00 pm SHA RP in the  Band Rehearsal Hall of HSPVA!It  all  begins  at  7:00 pm SHA RP in the  Band Rehearsal Hall of HSPVA! 
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W e a t h e r  ( &  R a i n ) R e t u r n s  
T o  F M C  

After more than nine months, FMC Weather Station back 
online 

The FMC weather station is at last back up and running 
after a nine month hiatus caused by the failure of the 
computer that collected its data. Moving the station to a 
current generation PC proved to be much more daunting 
than it should have been. It seems the old software and 
hardware simply don’t understand and won’t play with the 
faster processors and larger memory of todays’ machines. 
So, after many attempts to use “virtual machines” and 
some other voodoo, I was at last able to get things to work 
– mostly – enough to resume sending data out to the In-
ternet. (Do you know how hard it is to find a real, old-
fashioned serial port these days???) 

On a happier note – the rains have returned, at least for 
the time being. January brought a whopping 7.12 inches of 
rainfall to FMC (4.86 of it in one afternoon!) February 
seems destined not to be outdone, with 2.65 inches in just 
its first four days!  

This does not, however, mean that our long-term drought 
is over. We have accumulated more than a 26 inch deficit 
of rainfall, and it will require months of above-average rain 
to replenish our lakes and groundwater stores. So every-
one is encouraged to continue to conserve water.  

    

Weed-n-Feed Products May 
Kill Drought Stressed Trees 
Local arborists are strongly cautioning folks NOT to 
use Weed-N-Feed products on lawns near drought-
stressed trees, because such products MAY KILL 
YOUR TREE. The herbicide they contain is normally 
not a problem for mature trees, but when the trees 
are as severely stressed as ours are from drought, 
they may not survive the additional stress these 
products can create. 
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Post Richmond Avenue 

 

Site Plan of Post Richmond Avenue at 510 Richmond, furnished courtesy of Bart French, Post Properties. 

Access to the 242-unit Luxury Apartment complex is to be from Richmond Avenue or Colquitt via a controlled gate entry. 
The parking garage, completely enclosed within the façade of the complex, will provide 1 ½ spaces per bedroom to 
accommodate residents, with guest parking on its roof. Deliveries and trash removal will be via the Colquitt access, and 
the refuse containers will be kept in a locked storage area until the truck arrives for their collection to prevent access by 
vagrants. Construction is slated to begin March 2012. 

AncAncAncAncient Treasures Headed Homeient Treasures Headed Homeient Treasures Headed Homeient Treasures Headed Home    

here could you visit two of the ancient 
world’s rarest collections of artifacts 
within two miles of on another? London? 

Paris? Rome? Sure, but how about right here in 
Houston!  

It’s true. The Byzantine Fresco Chapel at the Menil Muse-
um (4111 Yupon @ Branard) houses the only collection of 
intact large Byzantine frescoes in the Western Hemisphere – 
but not for much longer. Under an agreement with the 
Church of Cyprus, the frescoes are to be repatriated March 
4, 2012.  

The Houston Museum of Fine Arts (1001 Bissonnet @ Mont-
rose) is hosting Tutankhamen through April 15. The Egyp-
tian government has recently announced its intention to 
repatriate all of its ancient national treasures, and the 
Golden Pharaoh is to return to a specially created space in 
the new Egyptian National Museum in Cairo. It is unlikely 
that the Egyptian government will permit him to be moved 
out of the country again in our lifetimes.  

Make time to visit both of these unique historic exhibits 
right in our neighborhood. Imagine the stories you and your 
children will one day tell of how you were able to walk to see 
them both in the same month – right here in Houston! 

WWWW
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Redesigned 311 
Helps Citizens  
Access Services 

HE CITY OF HOUSTON HAS LAUNCHED A REDE-

SIGNED HOUSTON 311 HELP & INFO WEBSITE, 

http://www.houston311.org/. The new customer friendly 
website is easy to use. Users can place more than 100 Ser-
vice Requests online, and more are being added every day. 
Additional information is just a click away. While citizens 
may still call Houston 311 Help & Info, submitting requests 
online is much faster and can be done anytime -- day or 
night, weekday or weekend. 

Houston311.org visitors will find City services organized by 
functional area. The site features an index of City services, 
conveniently located on the left-hand side of the home page, 
where service information can be located under several logi-
cal headings. For example, a site visitor that would like to 
learn more about dog parks could search the index entries 
under "A" for animals, "D" for dogs, or "P" for parks.  

Houston residents can familiarize themselves with the new 
houston311.org by clicking on “How to Use This Site” link 
on the left-hand side of the home page. For more infor-
mation, email 311@houstontx.gov.

January FMC Meeting Highlights 

The January 17 meeting of FMC was called to order by 
President Jason Ginsburg at 7:00 pm in the band Rehearsal 
Hall of HSPVA. Jason introduced the featured speaker for 
the night, Mr. Bart French of Post Properties. Mr. French 
then made a brief presentation about Post’s plans to 
develop the large lot in the 500 block of Richmond Avenue, 
and fielded questions from attendees for more than 30 
minutes. (see p. 1)  

The meeting was attended by an estimated 40 people.  

Other issues discussed included: 2012 Annual Dues are now 
payable and remain at just $10.00; several homes are up for 
sale in the neighborhood, both inside and outside the FMC 
Historic District; yards must be kept trimmed and weeds 
less than 18” in height. Violations of this requirement can 
subject the property owner to a citation by Neighborhood 
Protection, which can be notified via 311 or 311 online. 

Apartments and businesses are required to enclose 
dumpsters in an approved structure. There were complaints 
about the dumpster located at Audubon and W Alabama, 
but that is not with FMC’s boundaries. Finally, street 
markers indicating the FMC Historic District have at last 
been installed! The meeting adjourned at 8:00pm. 
 

  

T
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Nearly 40 folks attended the January FMC Meeting … 

Only 24 have paid their 2012 Membership Dues 
HE LIFEBLOOD OF ANY NEIGHBORHOOD ORGANIZA-

TION OR CIVIC CLUB IS THE ACTIVE PARTICIPATION 

OF THE PEOPLE WHO BENEFIT FROM ITS WORK.  

First Montrose Commons began as a result of the con-
cern a small group of neighbors had in 1994 over the 
potential future development in the neighborhood had 
to wipe out the very character that drew so many to 
live here. Those few folks worked together very hard 
and were not shy about taking on causes and groups 
far better funded than they in defense of First Mont-
rose Commons. True enough, they frequently lost big 
battles. They simply lacked the experience and funding 
necessary to prevail in the long struggle to preserve 
what’s good and improve what can be improved. 

But we learned from their efforts. We worked long and 
hard to develop, and repair when 
necessary, relationships with key 
City officials and supporters of 
our vision for a livable historic 
neighborhood in the heart of 
Houston. Through it all we have 
deliberately fought to keep our 
association voluntary and to 
keep its dues at the same $10 per person per year our 
founding members originally agreed upon. 

Our recent successes in establishing the First Mont-
rose Commons Historic District, in securing City funds 
to replace long-leaking sewer connections at no cost to 
homeowners, and at keeping our Street and Sidewalk 
Reconstruction project on tract would not have been 
possible if we had not been able to demonstrate to City 
officials that our efforts were actively supported within 
the neighborhood. 

Yet our success may be our undoing if we do not per-
suade our neighbors to join or renew as Active Mem-
bers in Our Neighborhood Association.  

It really requires very little effort – you just fill out a 
membership form – one is printed on page 8 of every 
newsletter, and preprinted envelopes are provided at 
every FMC meeting- write a check or enclose $10, and 
that’s it! You’re in until December 31, 2012!  

Being an Active Member does not mean we are going 
to phone or email you with endless requests for your 
time if that’s not what you want. It does mean that you 
get to vote at our meetings to help set the course for 
FMC’s move forward in the new revitalization that is 
beginning inside the Loop. It means you can even run 
for a position on the FMC Board if you want to “throw 

one of the bums out!”  

It means you care about the 
neighborhood you have chosen 
to call home. 

Won’t you please show us all how 
much you care and sign up as an 
Active 2012 Member of First 
Montrose Commons today? 

If you can’t do it today, then please come to the meet-
ing February 21 at HSPVA at 7:00pm. Look for the little 
box with the stack of envelopes on the side. We furnish 
the pen, you furnish the $10 and the information. Drop 
it in the box and you’re done! (But you might want to 
stay and listen to the Chief Contractor explain how 
Post plans to handle the heavy equipment and traffic 
as they begin to build the largest complex in FMC his-
tory starting the first of March!)           By Steve Longmire 

T

Our success may be our undoing if 

we do not persuade our neighbors 

to join or renew as Active Members 

in Our Neighborhood Association.  
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Late Breaking News: 

4110 Stanford to be Developed 
as Single Family Home 
The vacant lot at 4110 Stanford is to be developed as a sin-
gle family home with detached garage in the rear. Previously 
the owners had sought to replat the lot as two single family 
homes, but could not comply with setback and off street 
parking requirements in that design. 

http://www.har.com/houstonhttp://www.har.com/houstonhttp://www.har.com/houstonhttp://www.har.com/houston----historichistorichistorichistoric----districts/Firstdistricts/Firstdistricts/Firstdistricts/First----MontroseMontroseMontroseMontrose----CommonsCommonsCommonsCommons----13.html13.html13.html13.html    
 

3904 Brandt St 

$750,000 

5 Bed / 3 Full & 1 Half Bath 

304 Sul Ross 

$519,000 

4 Bed / 2 Full Bath 

601 Branard St 

$439,900 

4 Bed / 3 Full & 1 Half Bath 

3816 Brandt 

$249,000 

2 Bed / 2 Full & 1 Half Bath 

3823 Roseland St 

$210,000 

2-3 Bed / 2 Full & 1 Half Bath 

808 Colquitt St 

$489,000 

Bed / Bath 

4204 Jack St 

$362,000 

Bed / Bath 

 

M a k e  a  D i f f e r e n c e  i n  Y O U R  

N e i g h b o r h o o d !  

Become an ACTIVE MEMBER of First Montrose 

Commons! 

Now accepting memberships for 2012 

      – still just $10.00/person! 

VOLUNTEER to SERVE - 

     As a Board Member 

         As a Block Captain or Alternate 

              On our COPs program 

 

February 2012 

4202 Stanford 
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b y  T o m  M c B r a y e r  

D e c e m b e r  2 0 1 1   
Location Crime Premises Date 

Time 

400 
W Alabama 

Aggravated 
Assault 

Street 12.04  
1:00 am 

3800 
Brandt 

Aggravated 
Assault 

Apartment 12.11  
7:00 am 

200 
W Alabama 

Burglary Apartment 12.03  
1:00 pm 

500 
W Alabama 

Burglary Apartment 12.04  
10:00 am 

3800 
Garrott 

Burglary Residence 12.31  
12 noon 

4000 
Stanford 

Theft Other 
Parking Lot 

12.02  
9:00 am 

4000 
Stanford 

Theft Other 
Parking Lot 

12.02  
9:00 am 

800 
Sul Ross 

Theft Apartment 12.04  
6:00 pm 

4000 
Montrose 

Theft Condo 12.09  
midnight 

600 
W Main 

Theft Unknown 12.17  
7:00 pm 

4200 
Montrose 

Theft Commercial 
Building 

12.08  
11:00 am 

200 
W Alabama 

Theft Apartment 12.23  
10:00 pm 

3900 
Montrose 

Theft Office 
Building 

12.27  
8:00 pm 

 

For December 2011, both aggravated assaults and the 

three burglaries occurred in the northeast section of FMC, 

near lower W Alabama. The other crimes, all theft, were 

scattered throughout the neighborhood. Those two in the 

4000 block of Stanford “other parking lot” were at HSPVA. 

Students or visitors?  

Secur i ty  
   Who To Ca l l  —  
Emergency (threat to life or property) 911 
Non-emergency crime (burglary, suspicious activity) 713-884-3131 
Neighborhood Protection (illegal dumping, etc.) 311 
 (website preferred)  https://webintake.houstontx.gov/ 

 
 The Byzantine Fresco Chapel will close on SuThe Byzantine Fresco Chapel will close on SuThe Byzantine Fresco Chapel will close on SuThe Byzantine Fresco Chapel will close on Sunday, March 4.nday, March 4.nday, March 4.nday, March 4. (see p. 1) The 

frescoes will be moving back to Cyprus and it’s sad to see them go. 
It’s always calming to spend a few minutes here. If you’ve never been 
or haven’t been in a long time, take a few minutes to visit. It’s part of 
the Menil Campus and located at Yupon and Branard Streets.  

 Marble Slab is gone, but in its place is Sweet Cup,Sweet Cup,Sweet Cup,Sweet Cup, serving artisan 
gelato. Sweet Cup opened the last Sunday of January, well before 
scheduled. Their gelato comes in several flavors, fruit and cream 
based, along with a couple flavors of yogurt and sorbet  We tried the 
Blue Moon sorbet; yes, its base is the beer of the same name. Pay a 
visit soon and we'll bet you go back often.   

 TimberlineTimberlineTimberlineTimberline, the neighborhood gym, continues to grow. No place to 
grow inside so, they’ve laid a rubberized surface at the entrance on 
Branard. We’ve yet to determine what the space will be used for. 
Looks good though.  

 Last month there was a sale pending sign the Lucia house at 3904 Lucia house at 3904 Lucia house at 3904 Lucia house at 3904 
BrandtBrandtBrandtBrandt. We got all excited about it because the rumor was it would be 
restored. Not to be. It’s on the market again and, for some reason, the 
asking price has gone up $50,000. Any takers? 

 

 

HSPVAHSPVAHSPVAHSPVA                                Live Live Live Live Entertainment Entertainment Entertainment Entertainment     in the heart of FMC!in the heart of FMC!in the heart of FMC!in the heart of FMC!        
��������������������    

���� Symphony OrchestraSymphony OrchestraSymphony OrchestraSymphony Orchestra 
February 24, 7:30 pm 

���� Eurydice by JulianaEurydice by JulianaEurydice by JulianaEurydice by Juliana    PoddPoddPoddPodd 
March 1, 6:00 pm; March 2, 7:00 pm, March 3, 2:00 pm 

Houston Center for Contemporary Craft (Free)Houston Center for Contemporary Craft (Free)Houston Center for Contemporary Craft (Free)Houston Center for Contemporary Craft (Free)    
���� Alyssa Salomon – The Handmade Print Through April 8  

���� Bridge 11: Lia Cook Through May 13 (in the Large Gallery)   

���� Transference: Andy Paiko & Ethan Rose Through May 13 (in the 
Small Gallery)   

Houston Museum of Natural ScienceHouston Museum of Natural ScienceHouston Museum of Natural ScienceHouston Museum of Natural Science    
���� Discovering the Civil War — Through April 29 

Museum of Fine ArtsMuseum of Fine ArtsMuseum of Fine ArtsMuseum of Fine Arts    
���� TTTTutankhamun: The Golden King and the Great Pharaohs utankhamun: The Golden King and the Great Pharaohs utankhamun: The Golden King and the Great Pharaohs utankhamun: The Golden King and the Great Pharaohs ----    

ThroughThroughThroughThrough    April 15April 15April 15April 15    
Your Last Chance to see the fabled Pharaoh outside his homeland! Your Last Chance to see the fabled Pharaoh outside his homeland! Your Last Chance to see the fabled Pharaoh outside his homeland! Your Last Chance to see the fabled Pharaoh outside his homeland! 
Don’t miss this opportunity.Don’t miss this opportunity.Don’t miss this opportunity.Don’t miss this opportunity.    

The Menil Collection The Menil Collection The Menil Collection The Menil Collection (Free)(Free)(Free)(Free)    
���� Imprinting the Divine: Byzantine & Russian Icons from The 

Menil Collection — Through March 18  
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FEBFEBFEBFEB21212121    February FMC meeting HSPVA 7:00pm 
MAR4 DEADLINE for CoA Applications for MARCH - 

http://www.houstontx.gov/planning/HistoricPres/coa_applications.html  
MAR20 March FMC Meeting 

    
 
Don’t Miss February FMC Meeting. 
      Meet the Construction Chief for Post Properties. 

BBBBOWLOWLOWLOWL    

DDDD    &&&&    QQQQ    MMMMINIMARTINIMARTINIMARTINIMART    

estafetaestafetaestafetaestafeta®®®®    

JJJJAY AY AY AY S.S.S.S.     GGGGINSBURGINSBURGINSBURGINSBURG,,,,    P.C.P.C.P.C.P.C.    

MMMMONTROSE ONTROSE ONTROSE ONTROSE CCCCOUNSELING OUNSELING OUNSELING OUNSELING CCCCENTERENTERENTERENTER    

 

MMMMULLEN ULLEN ULLEN ULLEN CCCCONSULTINGONSULTINGONSULTINGONSULTING,,,,    LLCLLCLLCLLC    

RRRROBINOBINOBINOBIN’’’’S S S S NNNNESTESTESTEST    

TTTTONYONYONYONY’’’’S S S S TTTTREE REE REE REE SSSSERVICEERVICEERVICEERVICE    

MMMMETEOR ETEOR ETEOR ETEOR IIIINTERNATIONAL NTERNATIONAL NTERNATIONAL NTERNATIONAL TTTTRAVELRAVELRAVELRAVEL    

VVVVIEBIGIEBIGIEBIGIEBIG,,,,    MMMMCCCCCCCCOMMON OMMON OMMON OMMON &&&&    AAAASSOCSSOCSSOCSSOC....    

DDDDRRRR....    JJJJIM IM IM IM WWWWHEELERHEELERHEELERHEELER    


