
 

7 :00pm Ap r i l  17  –  HSPVA  

 

100 Greyhounds at Gulf 

Greyhound Park Affected  

Six Died  
 

Highly Contagious Dog Disease 

Preventable By Vaccine 

COMPLETELY NOVEL STRAIN OF INFLUENZA VIRUS TYPE 

A, dubbed H
3
N

8
, or CIV (Canine Influenza Virus), 

has begun to spread slowly across the country. 
Since this is a new virus, dogs do not have any 

natural immunity to infection from it. Initially confined to 
only a few states, it has now found its way into Texas, 
and more importantly, into Southeast Texas—where it 
was apparently the cause of an illness in 100 dogs at Gulf 
Greyhound Park that resulted in the deaths of six 
animals. 

CIV affects ONLY DOGS–NO other animals, including 

humans, are affected. 

Infection can be prevented by a vaccination, consisting of 
two injections six weeks apart, which costs $25-50.  
        continued inside p. 2 ���� 

April Meeting Highlights 

“W“W“W“WHAT IS THE HAT IS THE HAT IS THE HAT IS THE PPPPURPOSE OF URPOSE OF URPOSE OF URPOSE OF     

FFFFIRST IRST IRST IRST MMMMONTROSE ONTROSE ONTROSE ONTROSE 

CCCCOMMOOMMOOMMOOMMONSNSNSNS?”?”?”?”    
UST AS APRIL’S FMC MEETING WAS ABOUT TO GET UNDER-
WAY, the owner of one of FMC’s historic apartment build-
ings asked this question, and related the difficulty he had 
in getting information about joining First Montrose 

Commons. Members who were present tried to answer his 
questions, but seemed puzzled that anyone might not already 
know the answers.  

So, as Director of Communications and Editor of our newsletter, I won-
dered how we might improve our communications and make it easier for 
folks to learn more about the great neighborhood we live in and the all-
volunteer Neighborhood Association that works to preserve and improve 
it. To that end, I will present a few FMC Facts throughout this newsletter 
– both for prospective new members, and to remind the rest of us exactly 
why we are here … 

 First Montrose Commons is a non-profit, voluntary civic club formed in 
December 1994 by a group of property owners to protect, preserve, and 
improve the residential quality of the neighborhood, to combat crime and 
community deterioration in and around the neighborhood, and to promote the 
civic and social welfare and wellbeing in and around the neighborhood.  
                      continued inside p. 3 ���� 

Kudos, Post Properties! 
SIX WEEKS INTO CONSTRUCTION, Post Properties and their contractor 

Rampart Construction have maintained the area around 510 

Richmond in a remarkably clean and uncongested state. This is 

all the more remarkable considering the fact that we have had 

nearly a foot of rainfall during that period! Thus far, the parking and congestion 

problems we feared have not materialized, and Post management has contin-
ued to reach out to FMC to maintain the dialog to nip any potential problems in 

the bud. We greatly appreciate their continuing respect for our neighborhood! 

A

J
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Dog Flu — The New Threat   …continued from p. 1 
�The H3N8 equine influenza virus has been known to exist in 

horses for more than 40 years. In 2004, however, cases of an 

unknown respiratory illness in dogs (initially greyhounds) were 

reported. An investigation showed that this respiratory illness 

was caused by the equine influenza A H3N8 virus. Scientists 

believe that this virus jumped species (from horses to dogs) and 

has now adapted to cause illness in dogs and spread efficiently 

among dogs. This is now considered a new dog-specific lineage of 

H3N8. �    http://www.cdc.gov/flu/canine/ 

Symptoms of canine influenza are similar to its human counterpart: fever, 

runny nose, and coughing. Although the majority of dog experience a 

mild illness, a small percentage (around 6-8%) go on to develop severe 

disease, characterized by the onset of pneumonia, which can be fatal. 

Since this virus is new to dogs, it is highly contagious among them, and 

easily spread by contact with respiratory secretions, objects that infected 

dogs have played with, and by people moving between infected and non-

infected animals (although the virus is NOT infectious to humans.) Thus 

dogs should not be taken to doggie day care, the dog park, or kennels if 

they show any symptoms.  

There is no specific treatment other than supportive care once the dog is 

infected. [Rest, plenty of fluids] But the disease is preventable by a series 

of two vaccinations, spread about six weeks apart to insure immunity.  

So,  Protec t  Your  Pet  — Ask  Your Vet   
About  Can ine  In f luenza Vacc ina t ion  
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April FMC Meeting Highlights                …continued from p. 1 

What is First Montrose Commons? 
An Uncommon Historic Neighborhood Deeply Committed to Preserving Its Quality 

 First Montrose Commons is bounded by West Alabama to the 
north, Milam to the east, Richmond to the south, and Montrose 
to the west. It consists of the Lockhart, Conner, Barziza 
Subdivision (platted in 1873), and parts of the Bute Addition 
(1907), and the Montrose Addition (1911). Subsequent replats of 
properties within these three original subdivisions have resulted 
in new subdivision names within our boundaries, but these were 
the original three. The High School for the Performing and Visual 
Arts is located on the site of the former 
Montrose Elementary School in the heart 
of the neighborhood at Stanford and West 
Main Streets. We meet there at 7:00pm 
the third Tuesday of each month except 
October and December, or when the third 
Tuesday falls during a school holiday.  

 Membership in First Montrose Commons is 
open to individuals who are owners of 
residential or undeveloped property within 
the boundaries of First Montrose 
Commons and/or are legal residents within 
our boundaries. To become a Residential 
Member, you must complete the 
Membership Form (on p 8 of the 
newsletter), and return it with $10.00 per 
person in annual dues. 

 Our Residential Membership Dues are 
$10.00 per person per calendar year. They 
are due January 1st of each year. Persons 
who are more than 60 days in arrears of 
dues are dropped from membership, and 
may not vote or run for office in First 
Montrose Commons.  

There are also Commercial Memberships 
available for individuals or entities that 
do business within our boundaries. 
Question regarding Residential or Com-
mercial Membership can be answered by 
contacting Damon Vance, Director of 
Membership via our website at: 
http://www.firstmontrosecommons.com/officers  

First Montrose Commons is governed by 
a nine member volunteer Board of 
Directors, elected annually in November.   

First Montrose Commons is a 
VOLUNTARY Civic Club; it is NOT a 
“Homeowners Association”, and does not 
have the power to assess fees or place 
liens. It does not have any control over 
property taxes or fees or parking regulations. 

UPDATE ON REGULATION OF BOARDING HOUSES 

Jason Ginsburg reported that he met with Sergeant Doug 
Anders, the HPD Officer heading the City’s efforts to draft 
an ordinance to regulate Boarding Houses (like the Mental 
Health Co-Op). Although the draft ordinance was initially to 
have been presented to Council this May, recent actions by 

City Council have made it unlikely that 
this will occur. Pushback over the City’s 
efforts to regulate public feeding of the 
homeless means that any attempt to 
regulate other currently unregulated 
entities are likely to be met with heavy 
opposition. Thus, it seems that devel-
opment of the ordinance to regulate 
Adult Boarding Houses will take longer 
than hoped.  

Dallas just passed an ordinance regulat-
ing Mental Co-Op operations/housing 
and estimates it will cost 1.3 million dol-
lars a year to enforce. Houston is much 
larger than Dallas, both geographically 
and in numbers of persons, so Houston’s 
costs to enforce a similar ordinance 
would likely also be much higher. Given 
Houston’s ongoing budget struggles, 
Council is not likely to be very enthusias-
tic about taking on additional financial 
obligations now. 

Nevertheless, FMC must remain actively 
engaged in the process to bring some 
order and regulation to what is now the 
unregulated spread of these for profit 
businesses in residential neighborhoods. 
Jason emphasized that FMC does NOT 
seek to ban such facilities, but rather to 
have them regulated in such a way as to 
reduce their adverse impacts on neigh-
borhoods. (e.g.- high rates of calls for 911 
services, increased risks of crimes by or 
against boarding house residents) 

 PROPOSAL FOR SPRING SOCIAL EVENT 

Jason introduced a proposal that FMC 
host a third annual event each Spring, in 
addition to our traditional National 

Night Out and Holiday Party                         continued p. 4 �  

�� 

�� 
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April FMC Meeting Highlights             …continued from p. 3 

(both of which occur in the latter half of the year). The 
“Spring Fling” (for want of a better name) would be held in 
late April in lieu of a regular meeting, and could feature 
children’s events, music, food, and perhaps a community 
sale or auction. Its purpose would be to spur interest in 
membership in FMC, as well as to raise funds for the organi-
zation, and to build fellowship. 

Suggestions included holding the event in either the 700 
block of West Main (adjacent to the South HSPVA lot) or 
the 400 block of Branard (adjacent to the Montrose Coun-
seling Center lot). Either would require a street closure 
permit from the City, and would be best done on a Sunday 
afternoon to minimize problems with traffic.  

Marie-Theres Odermatt, Director of Events will head a 
committee charged with developing plans for this event,  
which would begin Spring 2013. Persons interested in help-
ing Marie-Theres to plan this, should contact her via the 
website.  

PROPOSAL FOR SECURITY PATROL 

Jason also asked whether the neighborhood would support 
a paid security patrol. He envisions it would have to include 
FMC, Audubon Place, Westmoreland, and perhaps Roseland 
Estates to be financially feasible. The estimated cost is at 
least $42/hr.  

Jason proposed sending a postcard survey to residents of 
the neighborhoods above, asking how much they would be 
willing to pay to support such a patrol. Others recommend-
ed that the actual costs be determined prior to a survey, and 
then to ask for a simple “yea or nay” survey to determine 
the level of support. The issue of how to collect or enforce 
the security fee was also debated, but with no firm conclu-
sion reached. 

HPD Officer Wayne Pate was asked his opinion of paid secu-
rity patrols. He replied that while the can work, there will 
always be instances where an incident occurs when the pa-
trol is not present, and folks tend to lose faith in the patrol. 
He emphasized that watchful neighbors and good lighting 
are the best ways to reduce local crime. He reminded us 
that burglars target homes during the daytime and busi-
nesses at night to reduce chances of getting caught. 

Jason said there will be additional discussion of the pro-
posal at the Spring Board meeting. 

NOTE- This article reports the highlights of the April 2012 FMC meeting. 

It is not the official minutes of that meeting. Persons who wish to view a 

copy of the minutes may contact the Secretary via the website at 

firstmontrosecommons.com.  

The dead line to f i le your real p roperty appea l for th is  yea r  is  
Thursday,  May 31 s t .  
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Jack Street Re-Opens! 
APRIL 27, 2012 – UTILITY CONSTRUCTION COMPLETE, 

Rampart Construction re-opened a new and vastly 

improved intersection of Jack Street at Richmond 

Avenue. Although less than a half block long, the 

roadbed has been completely reconstructed with a 

new manhole and concrete.  

A tantalizing preview of what we hope to have 

through FMC once our Street Reconstruction Project 

is done! We hope our City Leaders are watching! 

How Could We Have Missed It? 

100 Years Ago … 

       
APRIL10, 1912 – JUDGE ROY HOFHEINZ, Founder of the 

Houston Colt .45’s Baseball Team, and Father of the 

Astrodome, was born.  

This year, as the Houston Astros celebrate the 50th anniver-
sary of Professional Baseball in Houston 
thanks to the Judge, we can’t help won-
dering what he’d say about the condition 
of his largest landmark – the Astrodome. 
Virtually abandoned by the Houston 
Sports Authority after Reliant Sta-
dium opened, the Astrodome is 
quite literally falling apart. Truly 
this is a sad fate for the 
“Eighth Wonder of the 
World” which was 
born of an idea in 
one of FMC’s most 
famous historic 
homes – the 
Conchran-Hofheinz House at 3900 Milam (now home to  
Catering by Culinaire). 

So, our sincerest apologies to the Judge – both for missing 
his 100th birthday, and for the condition of his masterwork. 
Perhaps he can rest easier knowing his former home is in 
such good hands here in First Montrose Commons, thanks 
to the work of Lance & Barbara McKnight. 

 

IT’S AGAINST THE LAW! 

 

It’s against the law in Houston to Block Any Part of a 

Sidewalk or Driveway (Even your own!) 

Fines run $40 - $65  

Please save the sidewalks for WALKING! 
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there’s just too much going on! 

ever doubt that a small group of thoughtful, ever doubt that a small group of thoughtful, ever doubt that a small group of thoughtful, ever doubt that a small group of thoughtful, 
committed citizens can change the world. committed citizens can change the world. committed citizens can change the world. committed citizens can change the world.     

                            Indeed, it is the only Indeed, it is the only Indeed, it is the only Indeed, it is the only thing that ever has.thing that ever has.thing that ever has.thing that ever has.    
                                                                                                                                                            ----Margaret Mead, American anthropologistMargaret Mead, American anthropologistMargaret Mead, American anthropologistMargaret Mead, American anthropologist    

May 2012 

711 711 711 711 &&&&    713 Colquitt713 Colquitt713 Colquitt713 Colquitt        



−7−  

Report It!   Online  houston311.org  

On Common Ground 
May 2012 I n  t h e  N e i g h b o r h o o dI n  t h e  N e i g h b o r h o o dI n  t h e  N e i g h b o r h o o dI n  t h e  N e i g h b o r h o o d     

 
b y  T o m  M c B r a y e r  

M a r c h  2 0 1 2   
LOCATION CRIME PREMISES DATE 

TIME 

3900 

Montrose 

Robbery Bank 03.28  

2:00 pm 

3800 

Brandt 

Aggravated 

assault 

Apartment 03.17  

8:00 pm 

4100 

Greely 

Aggravated 

assault 

Condo 03.21  

1:00 pm 

200 

W Alabama 

Theft Apartment 03.12  

4:00 am 

800 

W Main 

Theft Apartment 03.16  

1:00 am 

900 

Branard 

Theft Street 03.19  

9:00 pm 

900 

Branard 

Theft Street 03.19  

8:00 pm 

200 

W Alabama 

Theft Condo 03.20  

11:00 pm 

600 

Richmond 

Theft Parking lot 03.23  

6:00 pm 

600 

Richmond 

Theft Restaurant 03.23  

5:00 pm 

800 

Richmond 

Theft Restaurant 03.26  

5:00 pm 

4100 

Montrose 

Theft Parking lot 03.28  

6:00 pm 

800 

W Main  

Theft Driveway 03.30  

8:00 pm 

So many of the crimes for March were theft, and most of 
those were in the streets, driveways, parking lots or 
restaurants. Do you always know where your sunglasses, 
phones, laptops, iPads are? 

Secur i ty  
   Who To Ca l l  —  
Emergency (threat to life or property) 911 
Non-emergency crime (burglary, suspicious activity) 713-884-3131 
Neighborhood Protection (illegal dumping, etc.) 311 
 (website preferred)   http://houston311.org 

 
 Eatsie BoysEatsie BoysEatsie BoysEatsie Boys is still coming to the neighborhood, but now the target 

date is “summer 2012.” Some early work has already started. 
 While you’re waiting for Eatsie Boys, try the new French restaurant 

on Lower Westheimer. Their location — at Mason across from 
Numbers — is an old 24-hour porn newsstand. L’OlivierL’OlivierL’OlivierL’Olivier promises 
“European brasserie with an American twist.” They open at 11 am for 
lunch and also serve late during the week. Chef Olivier was born in 
France and quickly rose through the ranks of four-star restaurants 
with his latest a 10-year stint at Tony’s. Check out their site at 
olivierhouston.org. 

 Serious renovation is going on at 219 W Alabama219 W Alabama219 W Alabama219 W Alabama previously known as 
Skylane Apartments. That’s what the new owner had promised last 
year when he bought both 219 and 500 W Alabama. 

 And, coming in 2013 will be BrandeBrandeBrandeBrande on the site of the former Ruggles 
Grill at 903 Westheimer. Their concept is “rustic American cuisine,” 
whatever that means. Also featured will be “craft cocktails and an 
eclectic wine and beer list focusing on American producers.” 

 

 

HSPVAHSPVAHSPVAHSPVA            Live Live Live Live Entertainment Entertainment Entertainment Entertainment     in the heart of FMC!in the heart of FMC!in the heart of FMC!in the heart of FMC!        ��������������������    
���� Mariachi Concert 

May 15, 7:30 pm 

���� Symphony-Vocal Concert 
May 19, 7:30 pm Dunham Theater-HBU 

Houston Center for Contemporary Craft (Free)Houston Center for Contemporary Craft (Free)Houston Center for Contemporary Craft (Free)Houston Center for Contemporary Craft (Free)    
���� Bridge 11: Lia Cook Through Through Through Through May 13May 13May 13May 13 (in the Large Gallery)   

���� Transference: Andy Paiko & Ethan Rose ThroughThroughThroughThrough    May 13May 13May 13May 13 (in the 
Small Gallery)   

Houston Museum of Natural ScienceHouston Museum of Natural ScienceHouston Museum of Natural ScienceHouston Museum of Natural Science    
���� Gemstone Carvings: The Masterworks of Harold Van Pelt  

Through Spring 2012 

���� Titanic: The Artifact Exhibition 
Through Sept. 3 – Adults $27/Members $12  

Museum of Fine ArtsMuseum of Fine ArtsMuseum of Fine ArtsMuseum of Fine Arts    
���� Eye on Third Ward 2012: Jack Yates High School Photography 

Through May 28 

���� Shifting Paradigms in Contemporary Ceramics 
Through June 3 

The Menil Collection The Menil Collection The Menil Collection The Menil Collection (Free)(Free)(Free)(Free)    
���� Richard Serra Drawing: A Retrospective 

Through June 10  

���� Imprinting the Divine: Byzantine & Russian Icons from The 
Menil Collection — Through March 18  

Contemporary Arts MuseumContemporary Arts MuseumContemporary Arts MuseumContemporary Arts Museum    
���� It Is What It Is. Or Is It? 

May 12 through July 29 
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    Check your HCAD Valuation Online!  
MAY2 DEADLINE for CoA Applications for MAY - 

http://www.houstontx.gov/planning/HistoricPres/coa_applications.html 
MAYMAYMAYMAY15151515 May FMC meeting HSPVA 7:00pm 

MAYMAYMAYMAY28282828    
MEMORIAL DAY HOLIDAYBBBB 

– NO Trash pickup (Pickup on Tuesday, May 29) 

MAYMAYMAYMAY31313131    
   DEADLINE for CoA Applications for JUNE 

����DEADLINE to FILE 2012 PROPERTY TAX PROTEST���� 

 

    

G a r r o t t  S t r e e t  4 2 0 0  b l o c k  –   
t o  b e  C LO S E D  D A I LY  d u r i n g  c o n s t r u c t i o n   
B e g i n n i n g  A p r i l  1 ,  2 0 1 2  t h r o u g h  F a l l  2 0 1 3  

BBBBOWLOWLOWLOWL    

DDDD    &&&&    QQQQ    MMMMINIMARTINIMARTINIMARTINIMART    

estafetaestafetaestafetaestafeta®®®®    

JJJJAY AY AY AY S.S.S.S.     GGGGINSBURGINSBURGINSBURGINSBURG,,,,    P.C.P.C.P.C.P.C.    

MMMMONTROSE ONTROSE ONTROSE ONTROSE CCCCOUNSELING OUNSELING OUNSELING OUNSELING CCCCENTERENTERENTERENTER    

 

MMMMULLEN ULLEN ULLEN ULLEN CCCCONSULONSULONSULONSULTINGTINGTINGTING,,,,    LLCLLCLLCLLC    

MMMMELISSA ELISSA ELISSA ELISSA NNNNOBLE OBLE OBLE OBLE ––––    SSSSTYLISTTYLISTTYLISTTYLIST    

RRRROBINOBINOBINOBIN’’’’S S S S NNNNESTESTESTEST    

TTTTONYONYONYONY’’’’S S S S TTTTREE REE REE REE SSSSERVICEERVICEERVICEERVICE    

MMMMETEOR ETEOR ETEOR ETEOR IIIINTERNATIONAL NTERNATIONAL NTERNATIONAL NTERNATIONAL TTTTRAVELRAVELRAVELRAVEL    

VVVVIEBIGIEBIGIEBIGIEBIG,,,,    MMMMCCCCCCCCOMMONOMMONOMMONOMMON    &&&&    AAAASSOCSSOCSSOCSSOC....    

DDDDRRRR....    JJJJIM IM IM IM WWWWHEELERHEELERHEELERHEELER    


