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FIRST Things First

by Steve Longmire

Why Live in First Montrose Commons?
A

fter all, our streets and sewers are crumbling,
traffic and parking are becoming unmanageable, we are
surrounded by panhandlers and drug dealers, and our
taxes keep going up year after year!

Well, for me and many others, I suspect, the answer is—because First
Montrose Commons is at its core a Traditional Old-Fashioned
Neighborhood. The 32 blocks that comprise FMC contain a unique
collection of residences, businesses, schools, and healthcare facilities
spanning more than 100 years of architectural history. The 15
streets within our boundaries are lined with beautiful trees and
lawns and gardens. But most importantly, the residents of FMC are a
diverse lot of folks who enjoy walking its streets, tending its
gardens, and caring for one another. This was clearly demonstrated
during and following Hurricane Ike, when all of us chipped in together
to care for those among us with special needs, and to clear FMC of
debris faster and more thoroughly than most nearby neighborhoods.

Now that the immediate disaster of Ike has passed, we are faced with
additional challenges and threats to our way of life here in FMC:
•

Economic panic threatens to derail the progress we have made
towards having our crumbling infrastructure replaced.

•

Developers view us as “easy pickin’s” for mid-rise and high
density redevelopment.

•

We continue to lose more and more of the historic treasures that
make FMC the place we all want to live.

•

And, of course, FMC residents continue to take care of one
another in a manner more characteristic of a small town than of
one of the largest cities in the country.

So, let’s continue the “Common effort for our Uncommon
Neighborhood”! Attend November’s FMC Meeting and vote for your
2009 Board Members; if you haven’t yet signed the Historic District
Petition, do it today; if you have signed, ask your neighbors to sign as
well; volunteer to serve on one of FMC’s committees – there’s plenty of
work still to be done!

FMC to Elect 2009 Board Members
at November Meeting
Tuesday, Nov. 18th, 7pm SHARP—First Montrose Commons meets at
the High School for Performing and Visual Arts to elect its 2009 Board
of Directors. Any Active Member whose dues were paid on or before
September 18, 2008 is eligible to vote or run for positions on the
Board. Barbara Skjonsby, Chair of the Nominating Committee, reports
the members listed at right
Jason Ginsburg President
have agreed to stand for
Robert Powers 1st ViceVice-President
election.
nd
Biographies of the candidates
appear on Page 2.

Despite these challenges, we still have many reasons to give thanks.
•

We have obtained 70% of the necessary signatures to establish a
Designated Historic District—affording at least some protection
and some tax breaks to owners of historic homes.

•

Recent meetings with City Council Members have put FMC’s
concerns before folks who share our concerns that development
must continue in a manner that respects and preserves our
unique character.

Next Meeting:

Barbara Skjonsby
Maryanne McBrayer
Raju Adwaney
Kristina Lum
Lumbreras
Leslie Turner
Stephen Longmire
Jason Ginsburg

2 Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
CoCo-Historians

Director of Communica
Communications
Director of Member
Membership

FMC Annual Holiday Party
Wednesday, December 3, 2008
6:30 pm ~
Robin’s Nest
Nest Greeley @ West Main

7:00 pm, Tuesday, November18 th

HSPVA

More than a Century of Architectural History in one Uncommon Neighborhood! — Won’t YOU Help Save It?
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ELECTION 2009
Candidate Biographies
President: Jason Ginsburg:
Jason Ginsburg and his wife Rebecca have lived in FMC for over
two years, and both have been active members of FMC. Jason has
worked hard with Mei Wan Robinson to recruit advertisers for the
FMC newsletter. He also designed the FMC website and helped to
amend our organization’s bylaws. Jason is an attorney specializing
in real estate law.
1st Vice President: Robert Powers:
Robert Powers is a Board-certified Pediatric Anesthesiologist who
has served on the FMC Board, both as President and VicePresident. He has lived in FMC for many years, and completely restored his Craftsman Style Bungalow himself.
2nd Vice President: Barbara Skjonsby:
Barbara Skjonsby moved into the neighborhood in 1993 and she
and her husband Sam were charter members of the First Montrose
Commons Civic Association (formed in 1994). She is a past President of FMC , and a past Editor of the newsletter.
Secretary: Maryanne McBrayer:
Mary Anne McBrayer has served as Secretary on FMC’s Board for
the past year. She and her Husband, Tom, recently celebrated
their 50th wedding anniversary in FMC , and are both very involved
in marathon running. They produce a running newsletter, as well
as the monthly PIP Reports, Happenings, and In the Neighborhood columns in On Common Ground.
Historians: Kristina Lumbreras & Leslie Turner:
Kristina Lumbreras and Leslie Turner took over the job of Historians a few years ago, and have done a wonderful job. Among the
many tours they have organized are: trips to the Texas Room at
the downtown library for anyone who wants to research historic
properties; an extensive walking tour of First Montrose Commons;
a tour of the Link Mansion at University of St. Thomas; and have
worked on tours of some of FMC’s historic homes. They have recorded and transcribed oral histories of older FMC residents for inclusion in a book about the city's older neighborhoods. They have
graciously offered to continue this important work as FMC works to
establish the Historic District. Leslie and her husband David have
lived in FMC for over thirty years. Kristina and her husband Jesús
have lived in the neighborhood for several years.
Director of Communications: Stephen Longmire:
Stephen Longmire is a retired Anesthesiologist who has lived in
FMC for more than 30 years. A self-described “computer geek”, he
has served as Director of Communications and Editor of On
Common Ground for nearly two years. Working closely with Jason
Ginsburg, Mei Wan Robinson, and the two prior Editors (Barbara
Skjonsby & Ruth Spence), Steve redesigned the newsletter to
better communicate FMC’s interests to our members and public
officials.

Your neighborhood specialist….
whether buying or selling
18+ years of experience in high level
real estate sales
Voted one of Houston's top realtors
For professional service
with a smile,
please give us a call.

713.516.6006
prs663@aol.com
550 Post Oak Blvd Ste. 350
Houston, TX 77027
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by Steve Longmire

Community Voices Desire for Livable Development

City & Civic Leaders Meet to Develop Master Plan for Growth in Neartown
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 18TH, 2008—
2008— City and Civic Leaders
met at St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church from 9:30
am – 2:30 pm to listen to concerns and develop a
master plan to help guide development throughout Neartown over the next 30 years. Representatives from the City of Houston included Council
Members Adams, Brown, Lovell, & Noriega, as
well as Controller Parker, Staff from the Planning
Department, Police Department, Solid Waste, and
Public Works & Engineering. Neartown Association President, David Robinson coordinated presentations and workshops that followed.
FMC was represented by Ron Boyd, Jason
Ginsburg, Steve Longmire, and Rob Northrup.
There isn’t enough space to report all the
discussions and presentations that occurred
during the eight-hour meeting, so I am including
a brief summary of the items I think are most
important to FMC residents:

FMC’s wish to include the HSPVA property in the
new Master Plan as a possible site for a
neighborhood park/library was indicated on the
Neartown Master Plan Map.*

FMC residents should continue to
report instances of panhandling,
camping or sleeping in public,
and any other illegal activities to
the Central Patrol Division
713-247-4400.

METRO President & CEO Frank Wilson met with
me to discuss potential cut-through traffic once
construction along the University Line begins.
Wilson showed me plans for traffic signals to
* NOTE —This depends on whether/when HSPVA
be installed at the intersections of both
relocates.
Stanford and Greeley Streets with Richmond
Avenue. He further told me that METRO plans to
close Jack Street to all left-turn traffic at
Richmond Avenue. He indicated that the
Houston Fire Department has already signed off
on these plans. The signals at both Stanford and
Greeley are to allow for controlled left turns only.

First Montrose Commons is part of the newly
created Harris County Improvement
District #6, and the District announced exciting
new plans to help improve the quality of our lives.
Current economic conditions, coupled with the
Already implemented is a new agreement with the
financial strain of the cleanup after Hurricane Ike
Midtown Management District for Graffiti
have forced the City to review and reprioritize
Abatement. The agreement provides for
all Capital Improvement Projects (CIP )
completely repainting—in matching colors—any
Citywide. The City will determine which CIP’s
structures defaced by graffiti or tagging. HCID #6
must go forward, and which must be eliminated
extends from West Dallas Street on the north, to
or postponed based on two criteria: 1. It the
US 59 on the south, and from the centerline of
project necessary for Public Health and Safety? 2.
Montrose Blvd. on the west to the boundary with
Has the project already been funded for design or
Midtown on the east. For additional information
construction? Our own CIP (CIP-400-NSR 467)
about HCID #6 after the first of the new year log
still stands a chance of being categorized
on to www.firstmontrosecommons.com!
as “necessary for Public Health & Safety”.
We are currently waiting to receive a copy of the
Finally, I voiced FMC’s concerns about the lack of
PWE report on our infrastructure from last
coverage of the Civility Ordinance in our
June/July’s inspections.
neighborhood. Officers from HPD met with me
and will bring our concerns to the Mayor’s Office,
Neartown Association is currently
collecting neighborhood requests for CIP’s as well as the Lieutenant in charge of the Central
and SNAP projects to compile into the Neartown Division.
Superneighborhood request to the City in early
January. All requests must be submitted in
November to Neartown to be included.
Neartown agreed to support, and Mr. Chuong,
COH PW&E, agreed to consider, replacing the
traffic signal that used to be at the
intersection of West Alabama & Garrott
Streets. This request is also supported by the rest
of Neartown’s Neighborhoods. Additionally,
methods to reduce speeding along West Alabama
are to be considered.
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by Mary Anne McBrayer, Secretary

October FMC Meeting Highlights

Focus on FMC’s Traditional Neighborhood Character
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 21ST—President Robert Power opened the meeting at 7:02
pm. Robert commended neighbors for helping one another during the
hurricane and the following clean-up weeks, and mentioned how the
lack of power had led to extensive neighborhood socializing, showing
the neighborhood can act as a unit.

Our speaker for the evening, Councilmember Peter Brown was then introduced. Councilmember Brown is an architect and urban planner who
is serving his first term as an at-large representative on city council.
He stated there are three areas that the city needs to concentrate on:
1) economy – growth is not happening in the city as it is in outlying areas, and we need that to grow the tax base; 2) at the same time we
He announced that elections for FMC will be held in November and all
need to safeguard the environment – turn Houston Green; 3) improve
positions are not yet filled. He asked that anyone wishing to be conthe quality and character of community life, to stabilize, protect and
sidered for office contact Barbara Skjonsby, 713-526-0890. Names of
enhance neighborhoods. As we experience growth, the city needs to
all nominees will be published in the November newsletter.
protect the character of its neighborhoods and encourage high quality
development and architectural compatibility with the neighborhoods.
The August Neighborhood Night Out was cancelled by TS Edouard,
and September’s meeting, by Hurricane Ike. The holiday party, the He cited Houston’s Sixth Ward which is a Historic Landmark District
where property values have increased. His suggestions for us included
only neighborhood social event for 2008, was moved to an earlier
personal appearance of a group at city council meetings and work todate. It is scheduled for the first Wednesday of December (12/3/08)
ward extending the 90-day period of no demolition to a 180-day peHistoric District Application:
Application The sign-up process continues; currently we
riod and that we really need the historic district
have 70% of the required minimum number of
status to fight unwanted development. FMC
signatures. The consensus is that we should shoot
members feel that the density of approved develfor about 110%. Montrose Counseling Center is HSPVA Principal Karpicke — opment projects is detrimental to the neighborthe largest business to sign thus far. We still need
“We are part of First Montrose, hood, especially given the inadequacy and age of
signatures of apartment building owners. Raju
the sewer system. CM Brown feels developers
and here to stay …”
urged us to lobby our neighbors to sign and to
should have to appear before city council with a
continue displaying the yard signs. We must
site plan prior to any approval or variance. Towncompile a booklet documenting the history of rephouses should be provide sufficient guest parking
CM Brown Attends,
resentative homes, and why FMC is an historically
spaces to keep the streets clear.
significant neighborhood. Steve Longmire preVows
to
Help
Preserve
Councilmember Brown promised to speak with
sented graphics showing which homeowners have
Special Character of FMC
the city Planning Department about the needs of
signed the petition and the percentage block-byFMC and we should invite that person to speak
block. A poster showing traffic congestion on Jack
about these issues at a meeting. He also said we
St when Richmond was closed to traffic this
should not blame developers for the lack of rules, but the city needs to
summer was shown.
step up and recognize the necessity for preserving neighborhood qualHistorical Committee:
Committee Kristina Lumbreras reported that transcriptions of
ity and character.
FMC oral history are being completed and will be available for viewing
Robert thanked Councilmember Brown for his appearance and help
at the Historic Home Tour of the Cayce home, 619 Sul Ross,
November 15, 2008, 2-4 pm. Neighbors are also encouraged to join
and the meeting adjourned at 8:06 pm.
Historical Committee members on a Christmas tour of Bayou Bend,
the day after Thanksgiving, Friday November 28, at 5 pm.
Dr. Herbert Karpicke,
Karpicke Principal of HSPVA, welcomed FMC neighbors and
thanked us for our support of the school and we, in turn, thanked him
for use of his facility. He stressed HSPVA wants to be a good neighbor
and hoped we take advantage of student performances at HSPVA.
Though there is hope for building a larger facility, there are no plans
as yet for relocating the school. FMC members brought up the issue of
students and/or parents blocking access to fire hydrants and driveways. Dr. K. said he has addressed this with students and parents in
the past and would again. There was also the matter of lights being out
in HSPVA’s parking lots at night.
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by Kristina Lumbreras & Leslie Turner

The Historical Corner
RESCHEDULED HOME TOUR—The FMC Historical Committee will
host a “Tea and Neighborhood History” Home Tour and Afternoon
Tea, Saturday, November 15, 2008, 2-4 pm at the home of Grady
and Marilyn Cayce, 619 Sul Ross. The tour was previously scheduled
for Sat. Sept. 20 but had to be rescheduled because of Hurricane Ike.
Tours of this circa 1918 Eclectic French-Influenced Prairie-Style home
will be offered at 2:15pm and 3:15pm, and there will also be a display
of materials about the early history of FMC , including house histories,
memoirs, photos, and oral histories. In addition, materials on the
House/Bute families, prominent early Houstonians and residents of
FMC , will be available for those attending this event to view.
Free refreshments will be provided. Please join us!
CHRISTMAS VISIT TO BAYOU BEND—The Historical Committee will
also sponsor a visit to Bayou Bend on Friday, November 28, 2008.
This wonderful house museum offers fascinating candlelight tours for
the holiday season. Meet at the door at 5pm.
Tickets available at the door: $7.50, $5.00 for seniors over 65.
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In the Neighborhood
AArrttss &
& EEnntteerrttaaiinnm
meenntt
Houston Center for Contemporary Craft (Free)
Warren MacKenzie: Legacy of an American Potter &
Inspired: Students of Warren MacKenzie:
August 30 – November 30, 2008

Houston Museum of Natural Science
Body World 2 & The Brain — Our Three Pound Gem:
September 12 – February 22, 2009

Museum of Fine Arts
Celebrating 10 Years of the Design Council: Contemporary decorative arts,
craft, and design collections,
through January 4, 2009
Rembrandt’s Portrait of a Man, Bust-Length, in a Red Doublet: through
July 10, 2009
The Best of the MFAH: An Online Exhibition: Curators´ Recommendations:
MFAH Artworks You Absolutely, Positively, Must See.
through December 31, 2009

Contemporary Arts Museum
Every Sound You Can Imagine:
through December 7, 2008

The Menil
Art and Power in the Central African Savanna:
through January 4, 2009

HSPVA
Fall Dance Concert:
November 14, 7:30 pm.
The Courage of Mandy Kate Brown:
November 15, 2:00 pm and 7:00 pm
November 21, 7:00 pm.
Chamber Music Concert:
November 17, 7:30 pm.
Mariachi Concert:
November 18, 7:30 pm.
Fall Jazz Concert:
November 20, 7:30 pm.
The Voice of The Prairie:
November 20, 6:00 pm,
November 22, 7:00 pm.

Our Newest Uncommon Friend

F M C W e l c om e s C o u n c il m e m b e r Pe te r B r o w n
LESS THAN 24 HOURS after appearing at the October FMC meeting,
Councilmember Peter Brown strongly advocated for First Montrose
Commons before the Houston City Council. Among other things,
Brown proposed creating a special Traditional Neighborhood District
in FMC . The purpose would be to insure appropriate development in
keeping with the traditional inner city neighborhood character of FMC .
Brown also put his money where his mouth is—he signed up as our
newest Corporate Member! Take a moment to email his office and
thank him for his support!
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by Tom McBrayer

PIP Report of September Criminal Activity
Happenings
Have you noticed the Roseland Estates sign in the raised garden bed
of WAMU (soon to be Chase) at Montrose and Richmond? It’s an
attractive metal sign with gold lettering on a black background.
And, when did Texas State Bank become Compass Bank? — also on
Montrose at Richmond. Well, both are now part of the BBVA group, a
well-established Mexican/Spanish financial company. It’s all part of
the ongoing consolidation in the banking industry.
John Hansen, area developer responsible for the Campanile — think
Black Lab and Library — has announced a new project. Still on
Montrose but at Woodrow at US 59, it will be an office building with
on site parking.
Also announced, Inner Loop Condos will build a mid rise condo at
the Bistro Vino site, West Alabama at Roseland. While development
is on hold, The Right Step will use the restaurant as a
kitchen/dining facility.

November 11th is Veterans Day
November 11, 2008 is the 90th Anniversary of the Armistice
Ending Word War I. Hostilities officially ended on the 11th hour of the
11th day of the 11th month of 1918. President Woodrow Wilson
declared November 11th “Armistice Day” one year later, but Congress
did not act until seven years later to make it a national holiday.
President Eisenhower signed the Act renaming it to “Veterans Day”
in November, 1954. The purpose of the Act was to extend the
commemoration to include all Veterans of US Wars, rather than just
those who served in WWI.
As we go about our busy lives,
Let Us All Observe A Moment Of Reverence And Gratitude At
11:00 AM This November 11th To Commemorate The Sacrifices
Our Veterans Have Made To Secure Our Rights And Freedoms.

LOCATION
200
W Alabama
200
W Alabama
200
W Alabama
200
W Alabama
300
W Alabama
300
W Alabama
400
Richmond
3800
Milam
3900
Garrott
4200
Jack

CRIME

PREMISES

Burglary

Apartment

Robbery

Street

Narcotic

Street

Narcotic

Apt. parking lot

Narcotic

Restaurant

Narcotic

Unknown

Narcotic

Conv. store
Parking lot

Narcotic

Unknown

Auto theft

Parking lot

Robbery

Driveway

DATE
TIME
08.31
5:00 pm
09.01
3:00 am
09.08
12:08 am
09.30
9:55 pm
09.10
5:30 pm
09.10
5:45 pm
09.24
1:05 pm
09.03
2:35 pm
09.13
7:00 pm
09.21
9:00 am

Here’s a good example of HPD’s Narc squad at work. Five of the six
arrests were in the lower West Alabama area. It’s an area well known
to everyone — HPD, dealers, users, neighbors. So, the arrests
continue. But does any body have the answer to this on going
problem?

All residents of First Montrose Commons are encouraged
to fly the National Flag proudly to let our Veterans and
their loved ones know how much we appreciate their
sacrifices!


Call Raju Adwaney if you need a Petition Package for the
FMC Historic District! 713-521-3732.
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COUNCILMEMBER
OUNCILMEMBER PETER BROWN
atlarge1@cityofhouston.net
832-393-3014

D & Q MINIMART
806 Richmond
713-526-4451

FREDERICK BUILDERS
frederick2020@sbcglobal.net
281-392-9111

JAY S. GINSBURG
www.jayginsburglaw.com
713-665-2181

PAUL STANLEY PROPERTIES
prs663@aol.com
713-516-6006

PRIME TREES, INC.
primetrees@sbcglobal.net
713-781-8733

PURE POTENTIAL LIVING MASSAGE

FIRST MONTROSE COMMONS, Inc.

Board Members

Email any Board Member at — www.firstmontrosecommons.com/officers
PRESIDENT
VICE PRESIDENT
Robert Power
Raju Adwaney
713-524-6017
713-521-3732
SECRETARY
Mary Anne McBrayer
713-523-5679

TREASURER
David Turner
713-523-3990

MEMBERSHIP
Jason Ginsburg
281-658-1293

COMMUNICATIONS/NEWSLETTER
Steve Longmire
713-523-5165

HISTORIANS
Kristina Lumbreras
713-522-0077

Leslie Turner
713-523-3990

Montrose @ Richmond by appt
www.purepotentialliving.com
713-249-6523

more than
a century
of
architectural
history
in
one
unique
neighborhood!

ROBIN’S NEST
4100 Greeley
713-528-5821

SYSTEM G ARAGE, INC.
4321 Garrott
713-528-7477

713-529-5359

UST DINING SERVICE
3909 Graustark
713-525-3573

DR. JIM WHEELER
4100 Milam
713-797-9200

Help us Celebrate FMC’s

15th

Birthday

Sign Your
Historic District Petition
YOU can make the FMC Historic
District a Reality by our
Fifteenth Birthday in January.

Why not host a
Signing Party
over the upcoming
Holidays?
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Important Dates
Regular Trash – Fridays
(except Nov 28 th )
Saturday, Nov 29th
Heavy Trash –
Remains SUSPENDED
Recycle Days –
November 4th, 18th
December 2nd, 16th, 30th
Next FMC Meeting –
November 18th
FMC Historic Home Tour –
November 15th
For Additional Info –

www.firstmontrosecommons.com
…always your best source for FMC

Nov. 4th & 18th

