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FIRST Things First

by Steve Longmire

Recovery & Renewal
FMC Residents pitch in together to clear debris and help neighbors in need
2:10 AM , SEPT. 13TH—Hurricane Ike made landfall at
Galveston and marched up the Houston Ship Channel
with winds of 110 mph. Most of FMC lost power shortly
after midnight, when winds here toppled trees onto
power lines. Fortunately, many prepared in advance–
boarding windows, picking up loose objects, and
purchasing supplies and generators. The generators
literally became lifelines for some FMC residents with
critical medical needs, and neighbors pitched in to buy
gasoline to keep them running through the ensuing
power outage.
One home in FMC experienced a small electrical fire when power was
Tom and Mary Anne
restored, but no one was injured and damage was minimal thanks to McBrayer did not let a
the rapid response of Houston’s dedicated firefighters.
little thing like a
hurricane disrupt the planned celebration of their 50th Wedding
Ike, unusual for its enormous diameter, battered the area for more
Anniversary either! In a wonderful – if informal – ceremony, they
than eight hours with high winds and heavy rainfall. Nevertheless,
renewed their wedding vows before dozens of family and friends on
FMC residents were out in force Saturday afternoon clearing debris
September 21st. We learned that this is not the first time they’ve done
from the streets, and helping neighbors to make emergency repairs.
this after a hurricane—Tom & Mary Anne celebrated their 25th shortly
FMC had its own “Neighborhood Nights Out” over the next few days
after Hurricane Alicia hit in 1983!
as residents gathered together by lantern light on each block to cook
Hurricane season ends November 30th. Stay safe ’til then!
out and exchange hurricane war stories.

October FMC Meeting —
Tuesday, October 21st 7:00 pm sharp! HSPVA

Councilmember Peter Brown to Attend
OCTOBER ’S FMC MEETING begins with a visit from Peter Brown,
Council Member At Large, Position 1. Residents are encouraged to
arrive early, as the agenda is quite full. An update on FMC’s efforts to
establish an Historic District will be presented, and nominations for
November’s FMC Board Elections will be discussed. If you are
interesting in serving—either on the Nominating Committee or as a
candidate for the Board—this is the meeting for you to attend!

Early Voting Begins for the
Nov. 4 th Presidential Election
October 20 – 24 8:00 am – 4:30 pm
October 25, 27-31 7:00 am – 7:00 pm
Sunday October 26 1:00 pm – 6:00 pm
at the Metropolitan Multi-Service Center, 1475 West Gray

As of October 1st we have 68% of the signatures needed to establish
FMC’s Historic District. Help us Keep First Montrose Uncommon
– Sign your Historic District Petition TODAY, and ask your
neighbors, to as well!

Next Meeting:

Keep First Montrose “Uncommon”!

7:00 pm, Tuesday, October 21st

HSPVA

Sign YOUR Historic District Petition Today
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Next Meeting:

October 2008

Tuesday, October 21st 7:00 pm

HSPVA

Dear Neighbors:
We (the board) hope that you did not suffer too much damage as a result
of Hurricane Ike. I am sure we all agree that FMC is a great neighborhood
and FMC’s true colors showed brightly after the storm with the support
and care for our neighbors.
I personally know of several neighbors who had neighborhood block cook
outs, looked out for their neighbors’ properties during our electricity
outage and did whatever they could to help out. It is this neighborly spirit
that makes FMC such a great place to live. I could not think of any reasons
to live anywhere else. We truly have the best neighborhood.
Just so you know here are some updates:
-

Regular trash pick up is still on Fridays.

-

The City has temporarily stopped picking up the recycling. Please do
not leave your recycling bin on the street. The closest recycling
center is at Westpark & Fountainview.

-

Please call 311 to report street lights that are out.

-

If you signed the historic district petition and your sign blew away
during the storm please let me know and we can try to get you a new
one. We are very close to achieving our goal. Thank you for your
support to help preserve our great neighborhood.

-

Your help is needed to help preserve our wonderful neighborhood.
We have more than two-thirds of the signatures required to establish
the First Montrose Commons Historic District. If you have not yet
signed the historic district petition, or would be willing to talk to
your neighbors about the benefits of historic district designation,
please let me know. It does not matter how new or old your house is.
What is important is your support in this great endeavor.

-

We will meet October 21st at HSPVA at 7 pm.

-

We are looking for recommendations for our neighbors to serve on
the board for 2009. Please let me know if you would be willing to
serve. Several positions are open.

Last and not the least, Thank you for being such a great FMC neighbor. I
think I can speak for everyone when I say this is the best neighborhood in
Montrose.
See you at October's meeting.

Your neighborhood specialist….
whether buying or selling
18+ years of experience in high level
real estate sales

Raju Adwaney
Vice-President
First Montrose Commons

Voted one of Houston's top realtors
For professional
service with a smile,
please give us
a call.

713.516.6006
prs663@aol.com
550 Post Oak Blvd Ste. 350
Houston, TX 77027

We’re Nearly There! Sign the Petition Now
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Recycling Suspended Indefinitely
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In the Neighborhood
AArrttss &
& EEnntteerrttaaiinnm
meenntt
Houston Center for Contemporary Craft (Free)
Warren MacKenzie: Legacy of an American Potter &
Inspired: Students of Warren MacKenzie:
through November 30, 2008

Houston Museum of Natural Science
Body World 2 & The Brain — Our Three Pound Gem:
through February 22, 2009

Museum of Fine Arts
In the Forest of Fontainebleau:
Painters and Photographers from Corot to Monet:
through October 19, 2008
African American Art
through October 26, 2008
Korean Art and Culture Initiative:
through December 15, 2008

Contemporary Arts Museum
Every Sound You Can Imagine:
through December 7, 2008

Happenings
Diedrich’s Coffee Shop, a favorite hangout spot for lots of locals
plus UST students, will soon become Dirk’s Coffee — just as soon as
the new sign is installed and Ike-related repairs are made. Dirk’s is
also the new shop on the Rice Campus, plus a location to be announced that will replace the Westheimer/Hazard spot.
The Mt. Vernon meandering walkway through the UST campus was
the setting for student artistic talent on September 27-28. Over 30
chalk renderings led you from West Main to West Alabama. Too bad
we (FMC ) didn’t know about it ahead of time. It was good sidewalk art.
Flu Shots will be available at CVS, Richmond and Montrose, on
Friday October 17 (10-2) and Thursday, November 13 (10-2).
Bring your insurance card.
The Houston Press Best of Houston annual was published in late
September and, as usual, Montrose had its share of Bests.
A sampling:
Best Family Owned Restaurant
Best Brasserie
Best Greasy Spoon
Best Oysters
Best Hairdresser
Best Hardware Store
Best Convenience Store
Best Song About Houston
Best Bank

Niko Niko’s
Max & Julie
Lucky Burger
Danton’s Seafood
Jeff Parker at Hot Tops
Southland
Pak’s (Yes, that Pak’s)
“Montrose Blvd Blues” by Craig Kinsey
WaMu (Bad joke!).

by Tom McBrayer

We’re Nearly There! Sign the Petition Now
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HSPVA
D & Q MINIMART
806 Richmond
713-526-4451

JAY S. GINSBURG
www.jayginsburglaw.com
713-665-2181

FREDERICK BUILDERS
frederick2020@sbcglobal.net
281-392-9111

PAUL STANLEY PROPERTIES
prs663@aol.com
713-516-6006

PURE POTENTIAL LIVING MASSAGE
Montrose @ Richmond by appt
www.purepotentialliving.com
713-249-6523

ROBIN’S NEST
4100 Greeley
713-528-5821

SYSTEM GARAGE, INC.
4321 Garrott
713-528-7477

“Come as you aren’t!”

713-529-5359

UST DINING SERVICE

Get your costume on and join the
2nd Annual Montrose Crawl this Halloween, October 31st!

3909 Graustark
713-525-3573

Several hundred people partied along the Montrose Crawl last
year, trick-or-treating from bar to bar on Westheimer between
Dunlavy and Montrose. And this year the Crawl is bigger and
better, with more drink specials and more costume prizes,
including a grand prize from Saint Arnold Brewing Company.
The grand prize will be awarded by this year’s Grand Crawler,
City of Houston Council Member and Montrose resident Sue
Lovell. Plus, a portion of all beverage sales will be donated to
the Houston Area Women’s Center, so every drink served will
serve our community as well.
No covers, no tickets, no reservations, and everyone’s welcome.
Get into the spirit and check out montrosecrawl.com for details!
by Jason Ginsburg

always your best source
•
•
•
•

REGULAR HEAVY TRASH COLLECTION Schedule Suspended.
SWMD asks residents to move Heavy Trash to the Curbside for Storm Debris Removal.
CURBSIDE RECYCLING Suspended Indefinitely. Westpark Recycling Center is OPEN.
YARD TRIMMINGS – SWMD will collect Yard Trimmings ONLY Mondays
(during Storm Recovery Operations).
REGULAR TRASH COLLECTION – Fridays (normal schedule, unaffected)

We’re Nearly There! Sign the Petition Now
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Recycling Suspended Indefinitely

