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The Future of First Montrose Com
Commons Number?
by Stephen Longmire, Director of Communications, FMC

October 13, 2010—
2010—City Council passed extensive revisions to the Historic
Preservation Ordinance after weeks of debate among factions. The new ordinance
took effect immediately upon passage, and owners of property inside the FMC HD
should check first with HoustonPlanning.org before any exterior project to see
whether a Certificate of Appropriateness is required.
COINCIDENT WITH THE NEW HISTORIC PRESERVATION WAS A TRANSITION ORDINANCE that
allows property owners in the City’s 16 existing Historic Districts to “reconsider”
whether they wish to remain designated historic districts. Wrapped in a veneer of
“property rights” these transitional provisions seem to offer property owners a chance
to vote themselves out from under the restrictions of the Historic Preservation
Ordinance. A closer look, however, reveals that the Transitional Ordinance requires
much more than just getting 10% of property owners to sign, does NOT guarantee that
owners can vote themselves out of an existing Historic District, and could result in the
loss of the protections most FMC owners worked more than two years to obtain.
[see reconsidering, page 3]

Violence at 200 W Alabama

S KYLANE S TABBING LEAVES M AN DEAD
October 16, 2010–
2010– Matt Helfrich, a 42 year old resident of the Skylane Apartments
at 200 W. Alabama was stabbed to death around 9 pm Saturday following an apparent
confrontation outside the apartments. Anyone with any information is asked to call the
Homicide Division at 713713-308308-3600 or Crime Stoppers at 713713-222222-TIPS (8477).
(8477)



PROPERTY C RIMES UP THROUGHOUT MONTROSE
L ACK OF S ERIAL N UMBERS
I M PEDE S R ECOVERY OF S TOLEN I TEMS –
P ROSECUTION OF T HIEVES
Property crimes—thefts and burglaries—are up throughout Greater Montrose. The better weather and earlier onset of darkness have combined to provide nearly ideal
conditions—for thieves.
[see Numbers, page 2]

Candidates for November Board Election
The Nominations Committee announces the following Active Members of FMC have agreed to run for
election to the FMC Board of Directors:
President:

Jason Ginsburg

Vice-President:

Josh Hamilton

Secretary:

Mary Anne McBrayer

Treasurer:

Christian Bruns

Historian:

Chris Oakley

Director of Membership:

Melissa Noble

Director of Communications: Steve Longmire
The Skylane Apartments, scene of numerous incidents of illegal activity over the years,
were recently purchased by Fat Properties LLC, which is controlled by Montrose resiElections will take place during the November 16,
dent Cody Lutsch, who promised to change them for the better.
2010 general FMC Meeting. Active Members may
[more online at  firstmon
firstmont
montrosecommons.com/forums/security
rosecommons.com/forums/security  ] also submit nominations from the floor prior to the
beginning of voting.
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Numbers — [continued from page 1]
Many folks are out riding or walking, and have become complacent about
locking windows, garage doors or gates, since “we’re just riding/walking
around the neighborhood”. Well, the thieves are also “just out riding in the
neighbor-hood”, but they are working—casing our houses for easy pickings.
They look for an open window or garage door, a gate left unlocked or open,
a porch light not lit – anything to indicate quick and easy entry and exit.
Once the evil deed is done and they’ve escaped with your hard-earned
valuables, they have little to fear. Our area has an abundant supply of
convenient pawn shops where the items can be quickly converted into easy
cash.

Why is it so easy for thieves to pawn stolen goods?
Because folks don’t mark their property with their name or
driver’s license number; they don’t take the time to
record the serial numbers of tools, appliances,
computers, etc. Without these, neither the police nor
the pawn shop clerk has any method to positively
identify the item as stolen –
and the owner is frustrated.

camera to photograph its own serial number! Once you’ve photographed all
the serial numbers, you can print them out for safekeeping, as well as
saving the SD card in case you need it later (for new purchases). The
advantage of using one card is that you’ll always know which one has the
serial numbers and not your last party pictures on it.
Another number that’s essential to fighting property crimes is your Street
Address (or House Number). Emergency responders lose precious time
when they cannot quickly identify the address of each building on a block.

Be Certain Your House Numbers Are
Clearly Visible At All Times
Well lit yards and homes deter burglars and others seeking to
harm us. Bright and highly energy efficient Compact
Fluorescent and LED spot lamps are available at most
hardware stores, as well as many big warehouse outlets
(such as Sam’s Club or Costco). There is simply no
excuse not to properly light your front porch
and yard.

Officer Wayne Pate, of the Westheimer HPD Storefront, urges all
But all the light in the world won’t mean much if
as one,
residents to record the serial number of every item that hhas
landscaping has become a jungle providing great camouflage
and to keep the list in a safe place. That way you’ll have a much
for criminals. Now is a great time to prune back overgrown shrubs
greater chance of recovering your property if it is pawned; there is a
much greater chance of actually convicting the
or trees – before they’ve shed all their leaves, so
A single SD Card can be used with
thieves; and you insurance claim is much easier to
you can see where you should cut.
your digital camera to quickly and
support. Even if you only begin by recording a few
Finally, we must all report each and every
items each day, you will soon have a complete
easily record the serial number
crime if we want to have more police patrols.
record.
from each item you own.
The numbers to do that are published on Page 7
Perhaps the quickest and easiest way to do this is
of every edition of this newsletter. Why not
to purchase a specific SD card for your digital camera and take a picture of take a moment now to program them into your cell phone?
the serial number on each item using this chip. Of course, you’ll have to
photograph the label on your camera’s box, since it’s not possible to use the Reducing Crime in FMC Requires A Common Effort.

The primary purpose of the Association is to pro
protect,
tect,
preserve, and improve the residential character of
First Montrose Commons.
Bylaws of First Montrose Commons – Article Three

What’s to Reconsider?
For the Latest Information About Historic First Montrose Commons, Log on to …
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Reconsidering History

Next Meeting:

[continued from page 1]

In this article I will attempt to explain what “reconsideration” means, what
is required to trigger it, and its potential outcomes for both FMC and the
FMC Historic District.
The Transition Provisions are in a time limited amendment that expires
November 17, 2010. They specify a process whereby property owners can
petition City Council to reconsider whether an existing Historic
District still meets the criteria to be a designated Historic
District, and to amend the boundaries of HD’s that no longer
meet these criteria. Reconsideration involves the following steps:
1. A minimum of 10% of the registered property owners of an existing HD
must sign a petition form provided by the city requesting reconsideration.
2. They must complete a current inventory spreadsheet (also provided by the
City) of properties and owners within the boundaries of their existing HD.
3. They must complete an application form, specifying which of the
conditions required to originally establish the HD have materially changed
since its creation. (The Ordinance requires that at least one of eight
criteria is met; the FMC-HD meets five of these eight criteria.)
4. Following the receipt of a complete application for reconsideration, the
Director of HAHC will schedule a public meeting in the existing HD. This
meeting will provide property owners with information and the opportunity
to ask questions about the process. The Director will also mail letters to
the registered owners of every tract within the existing HD.
5. Owners must return a card within 15 days indicating whether they support
the dissolution of their existing HD or not. Dissolution means the complete
loss of ALL existing protections against unrestricted development!
6. The Director evaluates the level of support for dissolution of the HD, the
criteria used to establish the HD, and prepares a report of her
recommendations for City Council.
7. City Council reviews the Director’s report and may act to revise the
boundaries of the existing HD (provided that no HD may contain any “holes”
within its boundaries), dissolve the existing HD, or choose not to act, thus
leaving the existing HD intact. The decision of City Council is FINAL.
FMC’s Bylaws state: “The primary purpose of the Association is
to protect, preserve, and improve the residential character of
First Montrose Commons.”
Anything – including “Reconsideration”—
“Reconsideration”—which threatens that purpose is
INCONSISTENT WITH THE
THE MISSION OF OUR NEIGHBORHOOD
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION.
ASSOCIATION.

For the Latest Information About Historic First Montrose Commons, Log on to …
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Crime and Historic Preservation Top Concerns at October FMC Meeting
NOTE—This article is a news summary of the October 19, 2010 FMC meeting and does not constitute the official minutes of that meeting. Persons who wish to obtain a copy of the minutes may do so by
contacting Mary Anne McBrayer, FMC Secretary via the website at www.firstmontrosecommons.com/officers

October 19, 2010— IN THE ABSENCE OF PRESIDENT JASON GINSBURG AND THE TWO
VICE PRESIDENTS, THE MEETING WAS CONDUCTED BY S TEVE LONGMIRE, DIRECTOR OF
COMMUNICATION. THE MEETING WAS OPENED AT 7:00 PM.
NEIGHBORHOOD CRIME: There has been an area-wide increase in property crimes
such as thefts and burglaries. Everyone is urged to program the contact
numbers on page 7 of the newsletter into their cell phones, so they will
have quick access to report all suspicious activity. Only by reporting every
incident can we assure ongoing police patrols.
Several FMC residents related their stories about recent criminal activity in
the neighborhood and raised questions about the most effective way to rapidly disseminate information about crimes. [See article, page 5].
ELECTIONS: Our next FMC meeting will be Tuesday, November 16 and elections for 2011 officers will be held. In order to vote, you must be current on
your dues. The nominating committee has provided a slate of potential officers, but any active member before September 17 can nominate or run for
office. We encourage you to come to the meeting and vote. See Page 1 for
the current list of candidates.
DUES: It is time to pay your 2011 dues. Please provide your e-mail address if
you want to be on the e-mail list. Dues are $10 per person per calendar
year. Bring your check to a meeting or mail to Christian Bruns, 800 Sul
Ross, 77006.
NEARTOWN ASSOCIATION: The Neartown Association was established in 1963 “by a
group of dedicated individuals seeking to improve the quality of life in
Houston's unique and historic inner-city neighborhoods.” They have been
an advocate for us with the city in helping with capital improvement projects and lesser things such as traffic lights and marked crosswalks. We
should attend the October 30 meeting at St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church on
W Alabama, 9 – 11 am when there will be discussion on the new HEB store
and the Metro’s University line.
REVISED HISTORIC DISTRICT ORDINANCE: Passed by City Council and now in force. The
key provisions were reviewed. Discussion of Reconsideration was opened.
The forms are now available on the Planning Department website. The new
Ordinance is now available online. There was a lot of discussion about the
merits of Reconsideration – i.e. why not vote on it? Steve explained that
the Ordinance does NOT provide for voting directly on the Historic District
or Ordinance, but rather it is only a petition to ask City Council to reconsider whether we should be a designated Historic District or not. Thus, we
would be inviting Council to do exactly what most residents objected to
when the amendments were originally being developed – make decisions
for us. Signing a reconsideration petition may have unintended
consequences – including the complete loss of all protections
against unrestricted development in the neighborhood. He reminded everyone that the decision of Council in this matter is absolutely
final.
FMC residents & property owners are strongly encouraged
to read the City’s official summary of the HPO at-http://www.houstontx.gov/planning/HistoricPres/docs_pdfs/HPO_Summary_Final.pdf
Steve made it a point to thank our Councilmember Wanda Adams for her
assistance throughout this process. She has asked our opinion on several
matters and has done her best to accommodate what we felt would be in
the best interest of FMC. The meeting adjoined at 8:25.

For the Latest Information About Historic First Montrose Commons, Log on to …
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The Challenges of Running an
Effective Neighborhood Association in the 21st Centu
Century

First Montrose
Communicaation
Communic
The October FMC meeting, and the flood of emails
which preceded and followed it illustrate the challenges
to running an effective neighborhood association in the
21st Century. Many of our members grew up and developed their communications skills prior to the development of personal computers; just as
many, it seems, can’t communicate without instant access to email, instant
messaging, or social networking. How, then are we to best meet the needs
of these two very different groups?
First Montrose Commons is unique among civic associations in that we
continue to publish a printed newsletter each month (except the two when
we don’t have meetings). Each time we have asked whether members
would prefer to switch to a web-based version they have overwhelmingly
turned that option down. But a printed monthly newsletter is not adequate
for disseminating urgent news to our members, and we can’t afford our
own cable channel.
Two years ago Jason Ginsburg launched our first website. Unlike those of
many of our neighbors, our website is primarily based on a forum design,
rather than on a pretty graphical promotion design. This was no accident!
The intent of our website is to foster a forum for active discussion of issues
affecting our neighborhood-to serve as the central location where folks
turn to learn about and discuss issues arising between our meetings.
The site has suffered a classic “chicken vs. egg” dilemma: no one uses it because no one uses it. If everyone used it, then everyone would use it. The
fault does not rest with the site, nor with its design – it rests with us!
One year ago Jason also launched a facebook group for FMC. It suffers
from the same syndrome as our website. Many of our residents don’t use
social network sites at all; those that do haven’t used ours.
E-mail chains have also been used, but maintaining an up-to-date distribution list that also protects residents’ privacy is a daunting task in this day of
hackers and bots. The problem with sending out mass emails is that not
everyone is included in the mass – spam filters and mistyped addresses
prevent some from receiving critically important messages. Few members
ever fill out the “e-mail:” field on their membership forms each year.

So, until we can meet to discuss this issue after the
Board elections, how about we all resolve to –

Lay an egg for FMC!
Sign on to the FMC forums and post your opinion about communications – or whatever. Let’s get the ball rolling!

· · · – – – · · ·

For the Latest Information About Historic First Montrose Commons, Log on to …
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History --- Ridiculous!
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N e i g h b o r h o o d

Ready for some
good news? Both
of the Skylane
Apartment
complexes on
West Alabama
(219 and 502) have been
purchased by an investor and are due a fix-up. In fact, work has already
started at the 25-unit building at 502. And 502 will switch to monthly
rates rather than weekly.
The Neartown Storefront at 802 Westheimer will work this year with
Channel 13’s Share Your Christmas Food Drive.
Drive This will be on Friday,
December 3.3 You can drop canned or non-perishable food items at the
Storefront. They’ll have a box just inside for that purpose.
As usual, FMC got a big bunch of the Houston Press Best of Houston 2010.
Take advantage of your very walkable neighborhood.
Best Bus Stop: Montrose/Westheimer eastbound
Best New Bar: Grand Prize @Bell Park
Best Gas Station: A – Z Food & Deli No. 7, W. Alabama at Montrose
Best Bakery: The Acadian Bakers, 604 W. Alabama
Best Used Furniture: The Guild Shop, 2009 Dunlavy
Best Farmer’s Market: Midtown FM, 3701 Travis
Best in town Get-away: Lovett Inn, 501 Lovett Blvd
Best Brasserie: Brasserie Max & Julie, 4315 Montrose
Best Late Night Restaurant: Chapultepec, 813 Richmond
Best Ceviche:
Ceviche: Ocean’s
Ocean’s 819 W Alabama
Best Ice Cream: The Chocolate Bar, 1815 W Alabama
Best Desserts: Canopy, 3939 Montrose
Best Ice House: West Alabama Ice House, 1919 W Alabama

HSPVA
Almost Maine — A play by John Cariani
December 1 (5 pm), 2 (6 pm), 3 (7 pm), 4 (2 pm)

Winter Vocal Concert
December 7, 7 pm

Harp & Handbell Holiday Concert
December 9, 7:30 pm

Piano Concert
December 10, 7 pm

H o u s t o n C e n t e r f o r C o n t e m p o r ar y C r a f t

( F re e)

Convergence II: Adorning the Past, Present & Pretend — International
Society of Glass Beadmakers
Through November 28

CraftTexas 2010, the sixth in a series of juried exhibitions showcasing
the best in Texas-made contemporary craft.
Through December 30

H o u s t o n Museum of Natural Sci
Sc i ence
Secrets of the Silk Road
Through January 2

From the Pecos to the Rio Grande — Texas’ Big Bend — Photography by Michael H. Marvins
Through January 9

Real Pirates: The Untold Story of the Whydah from Slave Ship to Pirate Ship
Through February 6

Forgotten Gateway: Coming to America through Galveston Island
Through February 20

M use um o f Fi ne Ar t s
A Variation of Impressionism: German Impressionist Landscape Painting
Through December 5

Intimate Settings and Public Spaces: Impressionist and PostImpressionist Drawings and Prints
Through January 17

Cosmopolitan Routes: Houston Collects Latin American Art
Through February 61

T h e M e n i l C o l le c ti o n (Fr ee )
Earth Paint Paper Wood: Recent Acquisitions
Through November 28

NOV E M BE R 5 0 6 W es t M a i n

For the Latest Information About Historic First Montrose Commons, Log on to …
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AUGUSTAUGUST-SEPTEMBER 2O1O

LOCATION

CRIME

PREMISES

3800
Montrose
4100
Stanford
800
Colquitt
800
Colquitt
4100
Garrott
800
Colquitt
500
Branard
800
Richmond
4100
Greeley
4300
Montrose
500
Richmond
600
Richmond
4300
Montrose
400
Richmond
600
W Main
3800
Montrose
500
Branard
3900
SW Fwy/Milam
4000
Montrose
600
W Alabama
200
W Alabama
500
W Alabama
500
W Alabama

Robbery

Body Shop

Burglary

Residence

Burglary

Apartment

Burglary

Apartment

Burglary

Residence

Theft

Apartment

Theft

Apartment

Theft

Residence

Theft

Driveway

Robbery

Bank

Robbery

Residence

Robbery
Robbery

Residence

Robbery

Bank

Aggravated
assault
Burglary

Apartment

Auto theft

Auto Sales

Theft
Theft

Residence

Apartment

Theft

Restaurant
parking lot
Driveway

Theft

Residence

Theft

Apartment office

Theft

Unknown

Theft

Parking lot

DATE
TIME
08.25
2:00 pm
08.10
7:00 am
08.19
8:00 am
08.19
7:00 am
08.22
11:00 pm
07.20
12 noon
08.12
6:00 am
06.15
8:00 am
08.16
10:00 pm
09.02
11:00 am
09.12
11:00 pm
09.14
7:00 pm
09.27
1:00 pm
09.13
10:00 am
09.07
3:00 pm
07.01
Midnight
09.01
9:00 am
09.08
1:00 am
09.14
2:00 am
09.22
10:00 pm
09.28
5:00 pm
09.29
9:00 pm
09.27
9:00 pm

For the Latest Information About Historic First Montrose Commons, Log on to …

Tom McBrayer

Crimes can, and do, occur most anyplace — a residence, an apartment, on
the street, etc. What about the time of day? Of the nine reported crimes,
only two occurred under cover of darkness. The balance was in broad daylight, perhaps when you were at work. Make sure your possessions
are secure and your doors are locked at all times. And, as Officer
Wayne Pate, has been preaching, record the serial numbers from
your electronic items, your bicycles; take pictures of your jewelry, etc. This will go a long way in identifying your items should you become a victim. Let’s try to be as prepared as possible. Several things to note
in September: The two robberies at Chase Bank (not in FMC, but …); Auto
theft is now again shown as a separate category; & the 400 block of Richmond (Shipley’s) is again shown in District 1
This note came from Officer Pate regarding a conversation he had with a
postal inspector: When you drop your mail off at a collection box for the
U.S. Postal Service, it’s best to drop it during the day at a time when you
know it will be picked up that day. USPS is seeing a new method being
used to steal your mail. “They have had suspects take a solid item,
such as a block of wood, wrap tape around it, then put some strong sticky
adhesive and a strong cord or string to it. They put the block of wood down
the mail box chute and pull up mail and even packages from the bottom
when the adhesive stuck to the items.” Before you drop your mail, it’s best
to check that it will be picked up that day, not left overnight. TMcB

Do Your Part for
Neighborhood Safety
Imme diate crimi nal a ctivit y

call 911
HPD Non-emergency

713-884-3131
Westheimer HPD Store
Storefront
713713 - 284284 - 8604
A pattern of repetitive suspicious activity or
behavior —

713-247-4400
ask to speak to the Sergeant, and
Request an “Action Alert”.
Alert”
You can also email HPD Central Patrol
with tips or concerns—

centralpatrol1district@cityofhouston.net
7 1 3- 2 24 - COPS
713-224-2677
M E T RO PD
C el l Ph o n e:

#MPD

↰
P ROGRAM
THESE
IMPORTANT
NUMBERS INTO
YOUR CELL
PHONE .

__
 __
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BOWL
www.eatatbowl.com
832-582-7218

D & Q MINIMART
INIMART
806 Richmond
713-526-4451

estafeta®
610 West Alabama
713-218-6600

FREDERICK BUILD
UILDERS
frederick2020@sbcglobal.net
281-392-9111

JAY S. GINSBURG, P.C.
www.jayginsburglaw.com
713-665-2181
I
M
P
O
R
T
A
N
T
D
A
T
E
S

November
Sun
31

Mon
1

Halloween

Tue

Wed

2 Election 3
Day

Thu
4

7

8 Trash
RECY
RECYCLE

9

14

15 Trash

16 FMC 17
Elections

18

21

22 Trash
RECY
RECYCLE

23

25

29 Trash

30

28

Fri
5

10 TREE 11 Veterans 12
WASTE
Day

24

December
Sat

Sun

Tue

Mon

6

Veterans
day13 B

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6 Trash
RECY
RECYCLE

7

8 Junk
WASTE

9

10

11

19 Board
20
FMC
Elections

12

13 Trash

14

15

16

17

18

26

19

20 Trash
RECY
RECYCLE

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28 Trash

29

30

31

27

MONTROSE COUN
OUNSELING CENTER
www.montrosecounselingcenter.org
713-529-0037

MULLEN CONSULT
ONSULTING, LLC
www.mullenconsulting.net
713-526-5978

MELISSA NOBLE – STYLIST

Thanksgiving

MelissaEnoble@gmail.com
713-520-5878

PURE POTENTIAL LIVING MASSAGE

FMC
2011
Board
Elec
Elections
-

www.purepotentialliving.com
713-249-6523

ROBIN’S NEST
4100 Greeley
713-528-5821

TONY’S T REE SERVICE
832-594-9052

UST DINING SERVICE

Nov
16th
7pm

3909 Graustark
713-525-3573

VIEBIG, MCCOMMON & ASSOC.
vmatax.com
713-526-5978

DR. JIM WHEELER
4100 Milam
713-797-9200
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