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FIRST M ONTROSE COM MONS HI STORIC DISTRIC T

WE DID IT!
UNANIMOUS APPROVAL BY HAHC &
PLANNING COMMISSION
COUNCIL TO ENACT ORDINANCE
First Montrose Commons becomes the City’s Sixteenth Designated Historic District following unanimous approval of our
application by the Houston Architectural and Historical Commission and the Planning Commission. Almost two years to the
day after the first supporting petitions were signed, First Montrose Commons joins the City’s 15 other Historic Districts in protecting Houston’s
rich architectural heritage.
The City’s latest Historic District has already faced and successfully met the first challenge
when a new property owner sought to demolish an outbuilding on part of an Historically
Contributing Property. City inspectors arrived promptly to educate the owner about the
process to obtain the required permits and Certificate of Appropriateness, and, after proper
review and finding that the outbuilding was unsound and non-contributing, demolition
proceeded with the approval of FMC’s Board and the City of Houston. This new owner went on
to endorse the Historic District by being one of the last persons to sign the petition supporting
its creation!
Now that most of First Montrose Commons lies within the Historic District, it is important that
property owners understand they MUST SEEK A CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS
(COA) BEFORE BEGINNING ANY WORK that will alter the appearance of the outside of
structures on their property. We will feature articles and speakers to educate residents and
owners about these requirements in the near future. In the meantime, please contact the City
of Houston Planning Department with any questions about COA’s. The easiest way to reach
them is via their website – http://houstonplanning.com.
Additional Information, Including Maps, Links to City Websites, and Late-breaking News available
AT

firstmontrosecommons.com

Monday, May 31st
Memorial Day

Remember Those Who Have Died
So We Are Free

Fly Your Flag at Half-Staff Until Noon
Observe the

National Moment of
Remembrance
at 3pm

Join the Common Effort for our Uncommon Neighborhood

Become a Block Captain To
Today!

FMC Next Meeting:
Meeting: 7pm , Tues
Tuesday,

May 18th
HSPVA
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Next Meeting:

Tuesday, May 18th,
18th, 7:00pm
HSPVA

Did You Know?

YOU D ON’ T N EED A U SERNAME AND P ASSWORD TO
A CCESS YOUR BEST SOURCE FOR LATE-BREAKING
N EWS A FFECTING F IRST M ONTROSE COMMONS!
BUT IT SURE HELPS!
First Montrose Commons maintains a website that features links to important officials and services, electronic (PDF) versions of ON COMMON GROUND (usually e-published a day or two before the print edition!), a quick look at
weather in the heart of FMC, and – most importantly a whole section of
FORUMS where anyone can view what’s going on and registered members
can have their own say about it!.
Registration is quick and easy! You must be a resident of First Montrose
Commons, and complete the online registration form. The Webmaster reviews your form, and sends you an email confirming your registration,
username and password.
Think someone has done something special – or perhaps not-so-special?
The Forums are the place to make your feelings known. All we ask is that
you keep it civil (and legal)!
During the past month, FMC residents were first informed of the rapid
progress towards approval of our pending Historic District Application, as
well as Mayor Parker’s promise to complete the emergency sewer
relocations by the end of 2010 – WEEKS before the next newsletter was
due to be published. Residents are also kept abreast of suspicious activities
and graffiti abatement efforts via the Forums. Local news media refer to
firstmontrosecommons.com, shouldn’t you?
Why not take a moment today to register for FULL ACCESS to the website?

ALWAYS YOUR BEST SOURCE FOR LATE BREAKING NEWS AFFECTING FIRST MONTROSE COMMONS

Which would YOU Prefer—A Printed Newsletter or e-News on the Website?
FMC Board members will soon be reviewing the most cost-effective way to
communicate with Residents, Members, and Officials. Our Neighborhood
Association is one of only a handful that still regularly publishes a printed
newsletter. This is neither an inexpensive nor a trivial endeavor— financially or from a labor standpoint. It requires many hours of work behind
the scenes to research and produce the articles, typeset them in a legible
and attractive format, and to solicit commercial members to financially
support the costs of printing.
Once printed, it falls to 20 Block Captains to deliver 475 copies throughout
the 31 blocks of First Montrose Commons. Most of these Block Captains
have served for 5 – 10 years. We are in great need of additional volunteers to serve as Block Captains or Alternates, as well as folks who
can write articles or have some experience in desktop publishing.
Please let your Board members know your preferences, as well as whether
you would be willing to volunteer to help keep First Montrose Commons
the most effective Neighborhood Association in Greater Montrose!
For the Latest Information About Historic First Montrose Commons, Log on to …

It's the LAW − Pick Up the Poop
or Pay $500
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Next Meeting:

Tuesday, May 18th,
18th, 7:00pm
HSPVA

May Meeting to Launch
FMC COPS Program
May18th 7:00pm SHARP at HS PVA
Officer Wayne Pate will educate FMC residents about the Houston Police
Department’s Citizens On Patrol neighborhood watch program. This
meeting is the first essential step towards organizing our own neighborhood watch to help HPD help us to reclaim our neighborhood from the unwelcome criminals who have recently found it so attractive.
All persons interested in participating, whether as patrols or in collecting
information and statistics for the required reports should attend this meeting. We will organize the required training and background checks for
those who will help to inaugurate this important milestone for FMC.
Please arrive early so that we can begin this busy meeting promptly.

N e a r t o w n

T o w n

H a l l

M e e t in g

Infrastructure Maintenance,
Composta
Compost a ble Leaf Bags,
Prop
Pro p erty Crime
Thursday, April 29, 2010- District D Councilmember Wanda Adams and residents of Neartown met at the Montrose Counseling Center to discuss a
wide variety of issues affecting our Superneighborhood.
INFRASTRUCTURE MAINTENANCE- Staff from Public Works and Engineering outlined
procedures to request major and minor street and sidewalk repairs. The
short answer is to call 311 or use the online reporting system. Larger projects require Capital Improvement Projects. The City has also been inspecting and testing its very large water mains. To do this, the mains must be
taken offline during the inspection. This may result in low water pressure
in areas served by these mains, but such disruptions should be short and
are necessary to prevent major blowouts or leaks in the system. CM
Costello has proposed a dedicated drainage system fund, similar to the way
that the freshwater system is funded. Look for a public vote on this proposal this fall.
COMPOSTABLE LEAF BAGS- Must now be used for all residential leaf and grass
clippings. Trucks are equipped with cameras and homeowners will be ticketed if they place these in regular trash containers. Do NOT place these
compostable bags on the grass for collection as THEY WILL
DECOMPOSE. Likewise, do not leave them out in the sun for days; rather
place them out on the morning of collection. Be sure they contain only
leaves, clippings, and small branches.
PROPERTY CRIMES- Although violent crime is down citywide, property crimes
are way up, especially burglary of motor vehicles. HPD & CM Adams remind residents to remove everything from view in vehicles, and to avoid
placing boxes from big ticket purchases curbside. These serve to target
your property as having new merchandise!
For the Latest Information About Historic First Montrose Commons, Log on to …

It's the LAW − Pick Up the Poop
or Pay $500
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Next Meeting:

Tuesday, May 18th,
18th, 7:00pm
HSPVA

April FMC Meeting Highlights
April 20, 2010—by Mary Anne McBrayer, FMC Secretary—MORE THAN 30 FMC
RESDIENTS ATTENDED THE MAY MEETING AT HSPVA. Jason Ginsburg called the
meeting to order at 7:05 pm.
Update on Historic District application: The application passed the Houston
Architectural and Historical Committee, and the Planning Commission
unanimously and without opposition. It is now in the hands of the lawyers
who will present the application to Houston’s City Council for final vote. Jason
will send an e-mail when the date for that is scheduled for council. Council
member Wanda Adams will keep an eye on the legal progress of the application. Jason thanked everyone who had worked long and hard on the project,
especially Steve Longmire who shepherded this from start to finish.
Citizens on Patrol: Spring is here; the vagrants are out in the neighborhood and
crime is going up. Officer Wayne Pate will be at our May meeting to speak
about the Citizens on Patrol program. If there is enough interest from the
neighborhood, there will be a class to educate us on what is necessary as we
patrol.
Sewer repair/CIP & NSR: The main purpose of this meeting was to discuss 1)
sewer repair in the neighborhood and 2) the Capital Improvement Project
(CIP 400) and Neighborhood Street Reconstruction (NSR 467) for FMC. The
CIP request for FMC went through in 2003 and has been on and off schedule
since that time.

June 1st
Is the Deadline To Protest your Property Values!

Sewer Repair: Council Member Adams introduced Mr. Daniel Menendez, Deputy Director of Public Works and Engineering and Stephen Wright of PWE.
They presented a graphic illustration of this substitute service program showing placement of the new lines, which would come from the rear of the involved properties out to the main line in the street. Seventy-eight properties
are involved. The illustration also showed a timeline for the work. This timeline includes

SEWER REPAIR – RELOCATION TIMELINE
•
•
•
•
•
•

obtaining right-of entry consent from owners (April – June 2010)
design of individual property relocations (June – August 2010)
a project manual (July – August 2010)
advertising the project for bids (September 2010)
bid openings (October 2010)
award of the construction contract (December 2010)

Right of entry permission is the first step; so, if your property is involved,
please respond promptly. This is a one-time project; if you choose not to give
permission, the city will not come back should you later have a problem
with your line. Other information on the project included:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Mr. Menendez said this project will take care of our sewer
problems, connecting to the sewer lines already in place.
These new lines are not temporary lines.
They are 4-6” diameter PVC lines and should be enough for denser
neighborhood construction.
There will be trenching on the properties involved.
These lines will be connected to the main sewer line when the CIP
project is done.
There will be a 48-hour notice before the project begins.

For the Latest Information About Historic First Montrose Commons, Log on to …

It's the LAW − Pick Up the Poop
or Pay $500
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Next Meeting:

Tuesday, May 18th,
18th, 7:00pm
HSPVA

April FMC Meeting Highlights (CONTINUED)
CIP/NSR: The graphic illustration also showed a timeline for the CIP/NSR project.

The TIMELINE FOR CIP 400 NSR 467
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The petition was approved in 2003
Funds allocated for the design phase in November 2009
The Preliminary Engineering Report (PER) should be ready in
June, 2010
This will be followed by Design phase II (NTP II – Notice to Proceed)
And the project will be ready for bid in June, 2011
Earliest start date will be January 2012 if funds are available
The latest start date would be January 2015 without having to repeat
the design phase of the project.

Jason remarked that over the years our project has appeared and disappeared
from the city’s CIP schedule. It has only been through the exceptional effort of CM Wanda Adams and her staff that our CIP now appears to
be on track. He asked about the coming water and sewer rate hikes the
city will soon vote on. Mr. Menendez said this revenue would not go into the
general fund but would be used to pay for water and sewer components
of the NSR.
The question also arose about the possible simultaneous construction of Richmond rail and CIP/NSR construction. Is there any chance our project could be
delayed because of this? Mr. Menendez said that the city works closely with
METRO and they will keep our project moving forward. We can track the project
on line, watching the city’s CIP plans. He stated that the norm for completion of
a project is 10 years and we are on target for that, provided the project can be
funded for a 2012 start.

Yo ur pa tro na ge o f FMC ’s businesses
helps keep F MC strong and safe.
Please support our neighbors!

He was questioned about density in our neighborhood and whether Public
Works takes that into consideration when approving new construction; he said
that is within their jurisdiction.
Jason thanked CM Adams, her
assistant Jeron Raven, Mr.
Menendez and Mr. Wright for
staying on top of these projects,
both sewer and CIP/NSR and for
their attendance at the meeting.
He asked for continued
neighborhood participation.
Tom McBrayer said the next city
wide PIP meeting will be on
May 11th, at 1600 State; Police
Chief Charles McClelland will be
the speaker. We are encouraged
to attend.
There was a representative from
State Representative Ellen Cohen’s staff (District 134) inviting everyone to her
kickoff campaign on Sunday April 25 at The Chocolate Bar in Rice Village.
The meeting adjourned at 8:10 pm.

NOTE—This article is a news summary of the April 20,
2010 FMC meeting and does not constitute the official minutes of that meeting. Persons who wish
to obtain a copy of the minutes may do so by contacting Mary Anne McBrayer, FMC Secretary via
the website at www.firstmontrosecommons.com/officers.

For the Latest Information About Historic First Montrose Commons, Log on to …

It's the LAW − Pick Up the Poop
or Pay $500
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Next Meeting:

May 2010

Tuesday, May 18th,
18th, 7:00pm
HSPVA

I n t h e N e i gh b o r h o o d
HH aa pp pp ee nn ii nn gg ss
All those walkers in pink shirts coming down Montrose
on April 11 were with Avon’s Walk for Cancer,
Cancer not just
another charity walk however. It was a half-marathon
(21.1 kilometers) and a full marathon (42.2 kilometers) and
they had until midnight to finish their chosen event.
There was quite a long stream of walkers.
The Book Collector has moved from its highly visible
location at 707 Richmond, but not far. The new home is
just around the corner on Greeley. Not your ordinary used
bookstore, they specialize in Texana plus an extensive
collection of toy soldiers. These are the real thing,
thing as in
expensive.
The FreedFreed-Montrose branch library got hit by the city’s
belt tightening, most noticeably with Saturday closure.
Regional branches will be open on Saturday, the closest
being downtown and the Park Place branch.
Canopy,
Canopy FMC’s newest restaurant, is already expanding;
they’re adding to their patio along the Branard St. side,
doubling the number of outside tables. It might be a bit
late for our soon-to-leave-us spring weather. But next fall?
Slated for a mid-May opening, Oceans will be an upscale
Mexican restaurant located at the site of the former Bistro
Vino. Be sure to check them out! Sure beats a mid-rise!

FMC Thanks a New Corporate Member &
One of Our Oldest Supporters

HSPVA
Harp & Handbell Concert
Tuesday, May 11, 7:00 pm

Symphony Concert
Tuesday, May 18, 7:30 pm

Houston Center for
C o n t e m p o r ar y C r a f t

( F re e)

Iron: Forged, Tempered,
Quenched!
Through May 16

ClayHouston Exhibit
March 27 – May 23

Michael Peterson: Evolution/Revolution
Through July 2

H o u s t o n Museum of Natural Sci
Sc i ence
Archæopteryx: Icon of Evolution
Through September 6

Magic — The Science of Wonder
Through September 10

M use um o f Fi ne Ar t s
Houston’s Sergeants: Part of “An American Season”
On view through May 9

Prendergras in Italy: Part of “An American Season”
On view through May 9

Eye on the Third Ward: Jack Yates High School Photography
Through May 23

Liquid Lines: Exploring the Language of Contemporary Metal
Through July 18

This month FMC is pleased to welcome our newest Corporate MemberViebig, McCommon & Associates.
Associates Located at 401 West Alabama, this local
public accounting firm is celebrating its 40 th year. The firm emphasizes tax
planning and compliance for individuals, partnerships, small corporations,
estates and trusts. The staff includes four CPAs, each having 20+ years of
service with the firm, providing experience and solutions for a broad range
of tax matters.
We are also pleased to thank Brandon Nguyen, owner-operator of the
D&Q minimart for his continuing support of FMC. Located at 806 Richmond
Avenue, Brandon is one of FMC’s oldest supports, having bought ad space in
ON COMMON GROUND for many years before Corporate Memberships were available.
His D&Q minimart features one of Houston’s best selections of domestic
and imported beers, as well as an extensive variety of wines in addition to
the usual goods available from neighborhood convenience stores. Why not
stop in on your way home and thank him for his support of FMC with the
purchase of some of his fine beer?

Your patronage of our Corporate Sponsors helps keep FMC’s dues the lowest of any active neighborhood association!

T h e M e n i l C o l le c ti o n (Fr ee )
Maurizio Cattelan: Contemporary Italian artist Maurizio Cattelan
(b. 1960) is known for his witty embrace of semantic shifts that result
from imaginative plays with materials, objects, and actions
Through August 15

Yard of t he Mont h

810 Branard
Become a pa rt of t h e Common Eff ort for our
Uncommon Nei ghborh ood – Vol unt eer Today
Contact an officer for details.

For the Latest Information About Historic First Montrose Commons, Log on to …
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Next Meeting:

May 2010

by

20 Uncommonly Good Neighbors MARCH
Editor’s Note—This month we acknowledge twenty FMC residents without
whose dedicated efforts First Montrose Commons would never have
become the success it is. They are our Block Captains. Organized to
quickly communicate news throughout the neighborhood, they have
become the “go-to” folks for distributing the newsletter as well as
volunteers to attend public meetings and organize other events for FMC.
Don Whittle (61)
Barbara Skjonsby (35)
Robert Power (27)
Jan Bulawa (26)
Melissa Gilhart (20)
Steve Longmire (16)

Ron Boyd (40)
Michael Morrison (37)
Christian Bruns (33)
David Turner (30)
(26)
Tom McBrayer
David Kusnerik (26)
(25)
Raju Adwaney
Tom Meade (24)
Daniel West (16)
Shine Chang (16)
(10)
Grady Cayce
Kristina Lumbreras
Rebecca Ginsburg
These twenty folks do so much more than just deliver your newslettersmany are also FMC Board Members and each has reported crimes or problems to authorities while walking to deliver their papers. Let’s give them a
hand – volunteer to help! (The numbers behind their names are the number of papers
they deliver every month!)

DARKPorches are DANGEROUS Porches!
LIGHTUP YOUR PORCH!
Imme diate crimi nal a ctivit y

call 911
HPD Non-emergency
713-884-3131
Westheimer HPD Store
Storefront
713713-284284-8604
A pattern of repetitive suspicious activity or
behavior —

713-247-4400
ask to speak to the Sergeant, and
Request an “Action Alert”.
Alert”
You can also email HPD Central Patrol with tips or
concerns—

centralpatrol1district@cityofhouston.net
7 1 3- 2 24 - COPS
713-224-2677
M E T RO PD
C el l Ph o n e:

Tuesday, May 18th,
18th, 7:00pm
HSPVA

Tom McBrayer

Location

Crime

Premises

Date
Time

200
W Alabama

Burglary

Apartment

03.17
4:00 am

200
W Alabama

Robbery

Apartment

03.05
9:00 pm

400
W Alabama

Robbery

Street

03.03
9:00 am

3800
Montrose

Theft

Street

03.27
9:00 am

4100
Montrose

Burglary

Miscellaneous
business

03.20
6:00 pm

4200
Montrose

Theft

Office

03.09
11:00 am

600
Branard

Theft

Street

03.09
3:00 pm

4100
Jack

Theft

Residence

02.22
9:00 pm

There were fewer reported offenses than usual,
only eight for FMC, 75% of which were along our defining streets —
West Alabama and Montrose. Take note of one theft—an office building in the
4200 block of Montrose at 11:00 am. That would be the BBVA Compass Bank
building.
At the April Central PIP meeting Capt. Holloway reported while most crime
categories were down, burglary of a motor vehicle was up 9%. Nothing that even
looks like an item of value should be left in sight in your car. Take your laptop
(and its case), purse, briefcase, phone, camera, etc. with you.

Want a
SAFE Neighbor
Neighborhood?
hood
Do YOUR Part!

Attend the May 18 th
FMC Meeting
Join the
COPs Pro
Program

#MPD
For the Latest Information About Historic First Montrose Commons, Log on to …
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Next Meeting:

Tuesday, May 18th,
18th, 7:00pm

HSPVA

May 2010

BOWL
www.eatatbowl.com
832-582-7218

D & Q MINIMART
806 Richmond
713-526-4451

estafeta®
610 West Alabama
713-218-6600

FREDERICK BUILD
UILDERS
frederick2020@sbcglobal.net
281-392-9111

JAY S. GINSBURG, P.C.
www.jayginsburglaw.com
713-665-2181

I
M
P
O
R
T
A
N
T
D
A
T
E
S

May
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1

Sun

Mon
31 Memo
Mem o rial

30

b
2

3 Trash

4

5 TREE
WASTE

6

June

LAST DAY TO PROTEST
PROPERTY VALUES!

7

8

6

Tue
1

Wed

Trash 2

Thu

Fri

Sat

3

4

5

Day Pickup Only

8

9 JUNK
WASTE

10

11

12

bDay

7 Trash
RECYCLE

FLAG

9 Moth
Mothers’
ers’ 10 Trash
RECYCLE
Day RECY

11

12

13

14

15

13

14 Trash

15 FMC
Meeting
Meeti ng

16

17

18

19

16

17 Trash

18 F MC
Meeting

19

20

21

22

20

21 Trash
RECY
RECYCLE

22

23

24

25

26

23

24 Trash
RECY
RECYCLE

25

26

27

28

29

27

27 Trash

28

29

30

MULLEN CONSULT
ONSULTING, LLC
www.mullenconsulting.net
713-526-5978

MONTROSE COUN
OUNSELING CENTER
www.montrosecounselingcenter.org
713-529-0037

PURE POTENTIAL LIVING MASSAGE
www.purepotentialliving.com
713-249-6523

ROBIN’S NEST

It’s not
too
Late!

2010
FMC
Dues
Still
Just

4100 Greeley
713-528-5821

UST DINING SERVICE
3909 Graustark
713-525-3573

VIEBIG, MCCOMMON & ASSOC.
vmatax.com
713-526-5978

DR. JIM WHEELER
4100 Milam
713-797-9200
Contact any FMC Officer at
www.fi rst montr os ecommon s.com/offi cers .

$10
For the Latest Information About Historic First Montrose Commons, Log on to …

It's the LAW − Pick Up the Poop
or Pay $500

