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NOTE – The Dat e & Location of th e Octob er FMC Meeting may c hange,
based on Cit y Council’s vote on the proposed change s to the
Historic Preservation Ordinance.

P l e a s e c h e c k firstmontrosecommons.com f o r u p d a t e s !

What has the FMC
Board Done for YOU?



triage!
1. n. A CLASSIFICATION OF CASUALTIES OF WAR AND
AN D

For the past two years, eight individuals have served on the FMC Board of Directors to
represent the interests of their neighbors living or working in the 350 properties that
comprise First Montrose Commons. Like all previous FMC Boards, they received no pay
or compensation for their time. As we approach the November FMC Elections, let’s take
a look at just what the FMC Board has accomplished
accomplished during the past two years …
ELECTED IN NOVEMBER 2008, AND RE-ELECTED IN 2009, President Jason Ginsburg
reorganized the operation of the Board by implementing regular quarterly meetings,
rather than relying on the old system of ad hoc meetings. Voting procedures on the Board
were revised to permit more rapid communications and decision making through the use
of email for issues arising between quarterly meetings. These two organizational changes
have meant that the Board has been continuously working together to address issues
affecting FMC.
The first major issue addressed by this Board was our relationship with the District D
Council office and council member. Prior to 2008, FMC & District D did not communicate effectively with one another, and a lot of animosity prevailed. Following an initiative
of the Board to improve relations, an understanding was reached between FMC and our
then new Council Member, Wanda Adams, that has greatly improved communications
and cooperation. This level of cooperation has made FMC the envy of neighboring civic
associations for its efficacy in responding to neighborhood issues. We could never have
done this without the enthusiastic co-operation of CM Wanda Adams, and she is to be
commended for her strong commitment to act on our behalf.
Building on this success, the Board continued to push Council and Public Works to
schedule and fund our Neighborhood Street and Sidewalk Reconstruction (CIP 400 –
NSR-467). After years of languishing in “on again – off again limbo”, the CIP is currently
in Design Phase, which is scheduled to be completed before the end of this fiscal year in
June, 2011. A serious problem of leaking and decaying sanitary sewer lines was brought to
CM Adams, PW&E, and Council. The result – your FMC Board was able to persuade the
City to relocate the sewer connections of the most severely affected homes – at no cost to
the homeowners- as an emergency project, scheduled to be completed sometime this
December. The remaining sewer connections are to be addressed as part of the CIP.
The Board successfully negotiated with Post Properties

[see Your FMC Board, page 2]

COUNCIL TO VOTE ON HISTORIC PRESERVATION ORDINANCE
OCTOBER 6; PUBLIC COMMENTS – OCTOBER 5
YOU MUST SIGN UP IN ADAVANCE TO SPEAK

OTHER DISASTERS SO THAT
T HAT CARE CAN BE
THOSEE WHO ARE LIKELY TO
CONCENTRATED ON THOS
SURVIVE
2. n T HE PROCESS IN CURREN
CURRENTT USE TO CRAFT THE
HISTORIC PRESERVATION
PRESERVATIO N ORDINANCE

The City continues working to craft its proposed revisions to the Historic Preservation
Ordinance. The latest iteration, “Public Comment Draft – September 15, 2010” is available
for download from the City’s website
http://www.houstontx.gov/planning/HistoricPres/hist_pres_amend.html
The City has split the Ordinance into two parts— the first is
the actual Ordinance that, if passed, will replace the existing
Historic Preservation Ordinance. The second is a temporary
ordinance containing the “Transition Provisions” and is to
apply for a temporary period following the passage of the
first. The Transition Provisions are currently the focus of
intense lobbying efforts by both developers and advocates of
the new ordinance, and appears to be the only portion of the
draft still subject to major revision before the vote by City
Council (anticipated to be October 6, 2010).
The FMC Board met in emergency session Sept. 19, 2010 to
assess the potential impacts of these two proposed
ordinances on the FMC HD, and to discuss our response to
these proposals in light of the sentiments expressed at the
August FMC meeting.
The Board agreed to meet with CM Lovell and CM Adams to
urge them to reconsider the complete elimination of any
waivers or variances by the ordinance, [see TRIAGE, Page 2]
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to address neighborhood concerns about parking, delivery and service vehicle access, and landscaping for the proposed 350-unit project. As a result
of those negotiations, conditions sought by FMC were made a part of the
variance request sought by Post Properties. Similarly, the Board negotiated
with the developer of the property at West Main and Roseland to preserve
the old oak trees and the carriage steps from the old Robinson House.
Following an increasing number of property crimes and a murder nearby,
President Ginsburg and the Board held a Neighborhood Security Forum,
attended by multiple law enforcement agencies, and representatives from
the City, Harris County, and surrounding neighborhood civic associations.
As a result, there has been an enormous increase in the number of marked
and unmarked patrols through FMC, the vegetation along the Spur has
been cut and replaced with shorter plants to promote visibility, and the
Skylane Apartments, working with Neighborhood Protection have begun to
remediate conditions at both facilities.

TRIAGE! —VOTE Scheduled October 6 —

(continued from page 1)

and, failing that, to postpone voting on it until they can adequately address
the legitimate concerns of each existing Historic District – individually.
Should the Board’s efforts to persuade revisions of the objectionable portions of the prosed ordinance fail, then the Board agreed to call an emergency meeting of the Membership of First Montrose Commons as soon as
practical following passage of the ordinance(s).

This meeting would likely be scheduled during
the second week of October, so that we can
disseminate essential information to our members about the final provisions enacted, as well
as what options remain available to us under
the new ordinance(s).

The application to become the City’s 16th Designated Historic District, begun by a previous Board, was successfully completed under the direction of Your FMC Board remains committed to represent
this Board. Whether you like the Historic District or not, this marks an un- the interests of our neighborhood, respecting the
precedented level of neighborhood-wide cooperation, and earned a new
opinions of everyone who spoke at our August
level of respect for FMC among City leaders.

In short, what the FMC Board has done for you over the past two
years has been frankly – remarkable! As we prepare to elect a new
Board this November, everyone who lives in First Montrose
Commons is urged to get involved in OUR unique neighborhood!
Join the First Montrose Commons Neighborhood Association (dues
are only $10 per year). Volunteer to serve on committees – or run
for a position on the Board yourself. Become an active part of our

Common Effort for an
Uncommon Neigh
Neig h borhood

general meeting, and to seek a solution which is
consistent with our mission to
“protect, preserve, and improve the residential
nature of First Montrose Commons.”
All owners of property within the First Montrose Commons Historic District
are strongly encouraged to pay close attention to the changes being
considered, and to communicate their opinions to the FMC Board as well as to
CM Sue Lovell & CM Wanda Adams. Email links to each may be found at:
firstmontrose
firstmontrosecommons.com
montrosecommons.com.
commons.com

Elections for the 2011
FMC Board of Directors
Tuesday, November 16, 2010
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Candidates Announced for
November Board Election
The Nominations Committee announces the following Active
Members of FMC have agreed to run for election to the FMC
Board of Directors:
President:

Jason Ginsburg

Vice-President:

Josh Hamilton

Secretary:

Mary Anne McBrayer

Treasurer:

Christian Bruns

Historian:

Chris Oakley

Director of Membership:

Melissa Noble

Director of Communications:

Steve Longmire

Elections will take place during the November 16, 2010 general
FMC Meeting. Only Active Members of FMC who have
paid their annual dues on or before September 17,
2010 are eligible to vote or hold office.
Active Members may also submit nominations from the floor prior to the
beginning of voting.

Treat Your Little Goblins to

Halloween in FMC
FMC would like to start an annual Halloween for the
growing number of children in the neighborhood.
This year we would like as many of our residents to
participate by offering candy to our children.
We are planning to kick off around 5pm in the afternoon.
Marie Bruns and Jennifer Grace are organizing this
year’s, please feel free to contact either of us.
For the Latest Information About Historic First Montrose Commons, Log on to …
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August FMC Meeting – Vigorous Debate Over
Mental Health CoCo-op and Historic Preserva
Preservation
August 17, 2010—by Mary Anne McBrayer, FMC Secretary— PRESIDENT JASON GINSBURG ing the streets of First Montrose Commons, as well as a correspondingly
OPENED THE MEETING AT 7:00 PM. MORE THAN 50 PERSONS-A RECORD NUMBERlarger number of complaints from our neighbors. Jason has spoken with
PACKED THE MONTROSE COUNSELING CENTER .
the person who administers the facility who admits the clients go out and
purchase drugs, alcohol and even sex and he has no control over this. They
Announcements: Resident and FMC member Chris Oakley has been
may or may not come home at night. Having so many in one small, tight
restoring the four-unit apartment at 4009 Greeley. He announced that the
area may be good for the owner but not so good for the neighborhood.
renovation is near completion and invited everyone to an open house on
September 4 from 2-6 pm. He thanked residents for their patience with the Conya Barreras, Central District Community Liaison for the Mayor’s Citinoise and debris generated by the renovation.
zens Assistance Office, came forward to address the concerns of neighbors.
She stated that the city currently has no authority to do anything, except
Nominating committee: Barbara Skjonsby and Mary Anne McBrayer introthrough the police department. She will suggest to City Council that they
duced themselves as the nominating committee hoping to fill the soon to
meet with FMC residents prior to taking a vote on how or if regulations are
be vacated board positions. Members were urged to consider a position and
needed. And, it should be a town hall type of meeting where residents can
to contact either member from the FMC web site. Positions needing to be
verbally ask questions and respond to any answer. Jason will post her
filled are VP 1, VP2, Historian and Director of Membership.
e-mail on the web site so residents can share their concerns with her. She
will have a progress report for us at our October meeting.
Discussion then turned to the continuing expansion of the Mental Health
Co-op throughout our neighborhood. The Mental Health Co-op has operated for many years within First Montrose Commons at its main campus, lo- Proposed Changes to the Historic Preservation Ordinance: Jason then
cated at 501 & 503 Sul Ross Street. Those operations focus on housing and opened discussion on the City’s proposed changes to the Historic Preservatreating the mentally ill on several levels. The Mental Health Co-op has ex- tion Ordinance. The discussion was vigorous, and reflected the sharply dipanded in recent years by leasing 509 Branard, 3908 Garrott, 506 Sul Ross, vided opinions about the proposed changes in FMC. Without rehashing the
and 520 Sul Ross. It is also placing its residents in apartments located at
lengthy discussion here, suffice it to say that those in attendance appear
501 Branard and 510 Branard. We realize they need a place to live and
nearly evenly divided between opposition to the new ordinance and supdon’t want them expelled, but supervised and the facilities regulated. This
port for some tightening of restrictions on demolition of historic structures.
expansion has resulted in a greater number of mentally ill people wander- Many who signed the original petition said they would not have signed had

.
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it contained the provisions in the new ordinance.
Bart Truxillo, a long time spokesman for historic preservation was at the
meeting, though he is not an FMC resident. He has a Heights home, which
he restored many years ago. He said that only two things have changed
from what we originally voted on: 1) there is no 90- waiver. If you own a
historic home, it cannot be torn down and 2) the building materials allowed must now be compatible materials and do not have to be identical to
the original. It was immediately pointed out to him that the 90-day waiver
change is a big item and the main objection. People need to be able to do
what they want with their personal property. Mr. Truxillo pointed out that
home values increase when an area becomes an HD and, in HDs across the
country, the value of the house increases above that of the land value.
Opponents of the new ordinance objected to it on grounds that there has
been no fair discussion with existing Historic Districts, since questions had
to be submitted in writing, and no verbal follow up was permitted; the ordinance contains no provisions for a variance or waiver if the property
owner’s application is denied; the ordinance invests an unprecedented
amount of power in a director and commission who are not elected or accountable to property owners.
Supporters spoke favorably of the ordinance’s provisions restricting the
height, and setback of new construction and additions; tightened restrictions on the demolition of historic structures; and the need to preserve
our neighborhood’s existing character.
Jason thanked everyone for the great turnout and said that, if you don’t
agree with the way the neighborhood is run, you have the opportunity to
become a member and even run for an office. The Association has been active in many ways and has helped to enhance the value of the community.
We still have the CIP project to look forward to and we are beginning discussions on the future of the HSPVA property when it is sold. Melissa Noble said she had learned through architect friends that HISD is now talking
about remodeling the facility, as there are no funds for a new school. Eventually, however, they are expected to have a new campus.
There will be no FMC meeting in September; the next general FMC meeting will be in October, and FMC elections will be held at the November
meeting. The August meeting adjourned at 8:30pm.
NOTE—This article is a news summary of the August 17, 2010 FMC meeting and does not constitute
the official minutes of that meeting. Persons who wish to obtain a copy of the minutes may do so
by contacting Mary Anne McBrayer, FMC Secretary via the website at
www.firstmontrosecommons.com/officers

It’s Hurricane
Season!
Is Your Tank
Full?
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I n

t h e

N e i g h b o r h o o d

We have a couple
corrections to
make on last
month’s piece
about the new
restaurant going
up next to Bowl. We
called it Zimm’s Deck; it’s actually Zimm’s Little Deck and owners are
brothers Dan and Mark Zimmerman, not Steve. And the courts are not
for bocce ball but for pétanque (a game from Provence similar to bocce).
The venue will feature Cajun and French cuisine.
The revamped Market Square in downtown Houston just opened in
August. Designed to be people friendly — think Discovery Green — the
park includes a restaurant, Niko Nikos,
Nikos the same one just down Montrose
where you can rarely find a place to park. They originally planned to be
open for breakfast and lunch but hours are already extended into the
evening.
Take a walk down Greeley and have a look at the newly restored Greeley
Apartments at 4009. Just across from HSPVA, it’s a prime example of
what can be done to older structures. Owner Chris Oakley was the contractor and is an active member of FMC.
The Norman Apartments at West Alabama and Stanford is an example of
“rebuild it.” The building was almost totally destroyed by fire in 2009,
then razed and rebuilt from the pier and beam foundation on up. The
yellow brick house at 711 West Alabama is also being reha
rehabilitated
ehabilitated —to become a law office. The rehabilitation of these two buildings is an
important mile
milestone in the rejuvenation of the 700 block of West Ala
Alabama!

HSPVA
A Little Night Music
October 6, 7, 8, 9 — 7:30 pm

Spaghetti Supper
October 14 — 5 pm

H o u s t o n C e n t e r f o r C o n t e m p o r ar y C r a f t

( F re e)

Convergence II: Adorning the Past, Present & Pretend — International
Society of Glass Beadmakers
September 25 – November 28

CraftTexas 2010, the sixth in a series of juried exhibitions showcasing
the best in Texas-made contemporary craft.
September 25 — December 30

H o u s t o n Museum of Natural Sci
Sc i ence
Secrets of the Silk Road
August 27 – January 2

From the Pecos to the Rio Grande — Texas’ Big Bend — Photography by Michael H. Marvins
June 19 — January 9

Real Pirates: The Untold Story of the Whydah from Slave Ship to Pirate Ship
October 8 — February 6

Forgotten Gateway: Coming to America through Galveston Island
October 1 — February 20

M use um o f Fi ne Ar t s
A Variation of Impressionism: German Impressionist Landscape Painting
September 12 — December 5

Intimate Settings and Public Spaces: Impressionist and PostImpressionist Drawings and Prints
October 10 — January 17

Cosmopolitan Routes: Houston Collects Latin American Art
October 24 — February 61

T h e M e n i l C o l le c ti o n (Fr ee )
Objects of Devotion: Explores the ways in which art supported
religious practice in different times and places
August 13 — October 31

Earth Paint Paper Wood: Recent Acquisitions
August 27 — November 28

6 0 7 W est Ma in
OCT OBE R
70 5 C o l q u i t t

SE P T E M BE R
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by

JULY
JULY 2O1O

L OCATION

CRIME

PREMISES

DATE
TIME

300
W Alabama

Robbery

Street

07.01
8:00 am

900
Richmond

Robbery

Street

07.15
2:00 am

200
W Alabama

Aggravated
assault
assaul t

Apartment

07.15
5:00 pm

800
W Alabama

Burglary

Restaurant

07.04
5:00 am

4100
Montrose

Theft

Library

07.22
11:00 pm

500
W Main

Theft

Nightclub
parking lot

07.14
8:00 pm

500
Richmond

Theft

Residence

07.01
8:00 am

800
Colquitt

Theft

Driveway

07.17
Midnight

4000
Roseland

Theft

Garage

07.04
8:00 pm

3900
Bute

Theft

Residence

07.13
8:00 pm

300
Branard

Theft

Residence

07.03
5:00 pm

600
Richmond

Theft

Restaurant

07.18
Noon

I atte n d mos t of the C e n tr al P IP me e tin gs as w ell
as the cityw ide mee ting . W e alw ay s he ar the c r ime
stats f ro m the c aptain fo r the pre vio us per io d.
V io le n t c r ime s are dow n ; pr o pe r ty cr imes are up.
T his is tr ue ac ro ss the n atio n . H o us to n an d FM C
are n o diffe re n t. O f the 1 2 r e po r te d cr imes f or
J uly , 1 1 in vo lve d pr o per ty —r ob be ry , b ur g lar y o r
thef t. T he re w as o ne ag gr avate d ass ault. TMcB
Become a part of the
Common Effort for our Uncommon Neighborhood –
Volunteer Today
Contact an officer for details.

Tom McBrayer

Imme diate crimi nal a ctivit y

call 911

It’s
It’s getting

DARK

HPD Non-emergency

713-884-3131
Westheimer HPD Store
Storefront
713713 - 284284 - 8604
A pattern of repetitive suspicious activity or
behavior —

713-247-4400
ask to speak to the Sergeant, and
Request
Request an “Action Alert”.
Alert”
You can also email HPD Central Patrol
with tips or concerns—

centralpatrol1district@cityofhouston.net
7 1 3- 2 24 - COPS
713-224-2677
M E T RO PD
C el l Ph o n e:

#MPD

Earlier

Is
YOUR

Porch
Light
On?

schools are in session
sess ion
Watch out for those kids!
… and finally

A Special Thanks
To Lance & Barbara McKnight for hosting
the Historic Gala Celebrating the Creation of the
First Montrose Commons Historic District September 25th.
Mayor Annise Parker and Council Members Sue Lovell and
Wanda Adams attended and praised FMC for our efforts to
preserve the unique residential character of our
neighborhood, as well as our very effective efforts to bring
our concerns to the attention of City Council.
The beautifully restored Cochran-Hofheinz House was the
perfect venue, and Lance & Barbara could not have been
more gracious hosts in offering their lovely home.
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BOWL
www.eatatbowl.com
832-582-7218

D & Q MINIMART
806 Richmond
713-526-4451

estafeta®
610 West Alabama
713-218-6600

FREDERICK BUILD
UILDERS
frederick2020@sbcglobal.net
281-392-9111

JAY S. GINSBURG, P.C.
www.jayginsburglaw.com
713-665-2181
I
M
P
O
R
T
A
N
T
D
A
T
E
S

October
Sun
26

Mon

Tue

Wed

Council VOTE
Historic
Thu
Fri
Sat
Preservation
30
1
2
ordinance

27 Trash
RECY
RECYCLE

28

3

4 Trash

5

6 JUNK
WASTE

7

8

9

10

11 Trash
RECY
RECYCLE

12

13

14

15

16

18 Trash

19 FMC
Meeting

20

25 Trash
RECY
RECYCLE

26

27

Public Comments
Before City co17uncil
Re: Historic Pres.
Ordinance
24

29

November

NOTICE!
Date
21 May Change
22
23
Check Website!
28

29

30

F M C E l e c t i o n s T hi s M o n t h
Sun
31

Tue

Mon

Wed

Thu

Fri

2 Election 3
Day

4

7

8 Trash
RECY
RECYCLE

9

11 Veterans 12

14

15 Trash

16 FMC
17
Elections

18

19

20

21

22 Trash
RECY
RECYCLE

23

25

26

27

28

29 Trash

30

Halloween

10 TREE
TREE
WASTE

24

5

Sat

1

6
13

Day

Thanksgiving

MONTROSE COUN
OUNSELING
SELING CENTER
www.montrosecounselingcenter.org
713-529-0037

MULLEN CONSULT
ONSULTING, LLC
www.mullenconsulting.net
713-526-5978

MELISSA NOBLE – STYLIST
MelissaEnoble@gmail.com
713-520-5878

PURE POTENTIAL LIVING MASSAGE

October
FMC
Meeting
Date
may
change-

www.purepotentialliving.com
713-249-6523

ROBIN’S NEST
4100 Greeley
713-528-5821

TONY’S T REE SERVICE
832-594-9052

UST DINING SERVICE
3909 Graustark
713-525-3573

Check
Website
for
details!

VIEBIG, MCCOMMON & ASSOC.
vmatax.com
713-526-5978

DR. JIM WHEELER
4100 Milam
713-797-9200
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