VETERANS DAY — 11•11•11

FMC ELECTIONS
NOVEMBER 15 – 7:00pm HSPVA
Candidates Still Needed to Fill
Board Vacancies
FIRST MONTROSE COMMONS depends on the
VOLUNTEER efforts of residents willing to
represent and defend our common interests
before City Council. Each November we all
have an opportunity to step up and help make
our neighborhood a little better for everyone.
This year, there are two positions on the FMC
Board for which we have no announced candidates: Secretary, and Director of Membership.
Both are critically important. Neither requires
any special qualifications (other than being an
Active Member of FMC).

Mary Anne McBrayer has served as FMC’s Secretary for a number of
years, and has indicated her desire to step down from this position. If you
can help to keep the minutes and records, please contact Jason Ginsburg
and let him know. We also need a Director of Membership to help us maintain our Corporate Members, as well as to help us improve our Active
Membership roster this year.
You must be an Active Member of FMC to serve on the Board (or to vote
for that matter). Don’t let a lack of experience frighten you away – each of
us on the Board started from scratch, and each of us was nurtured and
supported by “seasoned” Board members to assure FMC’s continued success.

You could make the difference for our neighborhood!
Step Up! Volunteer to Serve on the Board! (or as a Block Captain)

Historic Rejuvenation!
Wave of Restoration –
Renovation Sweeps FMC
F IRST M ONTROSE C OMMON S IS IN THE MIDST OF A MIN I - BUILDING BOO M , as
owners throughout the neighborhood have begun restoration of historic
homes and new additions.
Restoration projects at 320 Branard and 603 West Main are breathing new
life into two unique old homes. The Gas Light Apartments at 604 West
Main reused brick from a crumbling courtyard wall to build a new
enclosure to hide the dumpster. A new garage apartment/expansion is
well under way at 614 West Main. Neighbors at 611 West Main are waiting

more inside on page 2
7:00pm No v. 15 – HSPVA

Drought & Fire Dang er Contin ues

Lions & Tigers & Boars –
Oh MY!
Texas’ historic drought has brought many unexpected challenges to residents – including
the migration of several wild species into urban and suburban environments. Cougars
(mountain lions – not from UH) have been
spotted in Addicks reservoir; Asian Tiger
Mosquitoes have found breeding spots in flower pots; and wild boars are devastating yards
along Highway 288!
more on page 3
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Historic
Rejuvenation
for their Certification of Appropriateness and permits to
begin their renovations.
So, fears that the new Historic Preservation Ordinance
would prevent homeowners from remodeling or renovating
their properties were somewhat exaggerated. Indeed,
there are now more building projects ongoing in FMC than
there have been in many years – despite new regulations
and a sour economy!
Here are a few tips to help make the process smoother if
you are considering a new project:
Call Tom McWhorter or Joy Tober at the City of Houston
Planning Department’s CofA office FIRST. Ask them if
your proposed project even requires a CofA. Many repairs
do not. (The extensive restorations done on my own home
at 603 W Main did not, but they did require a Building
Permit.)

Call for Certificate of Appropriateness FIRST:
Thomas McWhorter
713-837-7963

Joy Tober
713-837-7903

Almost everything that you do to the outside of your
house will require some kind of permit. BUT … You cannot
get a permit without first having gotten clearance from
the CofA office. This is an automatic hold placed on
properties in the Historic District to insure compliance. If
your project does not require a CofA, but does need permits, then you can go down to the Central Permitting Office off Washington Avenue (next to the Amtrak Station)
to obtain your perm its. If you go there before you have
contacted Tom or Joy, be prepared for a long wait – the
folks in the Permit Office will have to call them before
they can process your application.
Parking at the Permit Office is- in a word- HORRIBLE! It
is best to arrive early, and allow several hours to complete
the process

The Plywood is
GONE!
Restoration at 603 West
Main required that two of
the 24 casement window
panels be completely
rebuilt. The others required
straightening on a frame.
None of these repairs
required a CofA, but they
did require a Repairs to
Specs Building Permit.

next meeting

7:00 pm November 15
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Dr oug ht & Fir e
Ris k Re ma in
And, if these wild creatures weren’t enough get your attention, a woman in the Woodlands was recently bitten by a
Diamondback Rattlesnake while jogging on a concrete jogging trail.
All these unwanted migrations have been spurred by the
need for water, and humans provide lots of sources. Those
little dishes beneath potted plants provide plenty of water
for Asian Tiger mosquitoes and for snakes and rats. A pet
dish left outside overnight is quite irresistible.
The dry brush in our City parks and alongside roadways
provides excellent coverage for snakes as they travel to look
for more sources of food (rats, mice, etc.) & water. So if you
jog or ride your bike along the bayous or trails in town, keep
up your guard – especially during the late afternoon or early
evening.

The risk of fire remains high , despite the nice rain we
received in October. Please don’t be lulled into complacency
because the temperatures have cooled.
Now is the time to have your heating system and fireplace
inspected – before you need them. Further, if you have a
wood burning fireplace, perhaps it is better not to use it
until we get a lot more rainfall. With all our trees and vegetation so dry, a single spark from a fireplace ember could
have disastrous consequences!
And speaking of dry vegetation – Ethan Beesely of TxDOT
tells us that they have signed contracts to remove the dead
trees and shrubs along the highways in Houston. The contract requires them to remove vegetation from the areas at
greatest risk of wildfire first, which means that Spur 527 will
come later this Fall. Crews have already been dispatched to
remove most of the garbage there in the meantime.

Second-Stage Water
Restrictions Remain in Effect.

Crews work to clear debris after large pecan tree is felled by high
winds in 400 block of West Main. Severe drought stress weakened
even this huge old tree.

Fall Back!
NOVEMEBER 6

T H

We return to Central Standard Time at 2:00 am
November 6, so it’s time to replace the batteries in
all your smoke and carbon monoxide detectors
and test each to be sure it works. This is also a
great time to review and rehearse your family fire
evacuation plan – you DO have a family fire
evacuation plan, don’t you?
And while we are all thinking about fire safety,
now’s a great time to schedule a fireplace and
heating system inspection.
Let’s all work together to make this a Fire Free
Holiday Season
in First Montrose
Commons!

The critical condition of our trees was brought home in
October, as winds brought down a large pecan tree in the
400 block of West Main. Fortunately, no one was injured as
the huge tree fell right in from of the entrance to the Perkins
Apartments during the mid-afternoon high winds. Cable and
Internet service was briefly interrupted as emergency crews
from the City worked to remove the debris.
This incident should serve as a wakeup call for the rest of us
to have our own trees inspected or pruned to prevent potential damage or injuries from falling branches as the windy
fall fronts return.
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Tuesday, December 6
6:30 — 8:30 pm
Don’t Miss the Best
Neighborhood Holiday Party!

A Special “Thank You!” to

COPY dot COM
For their outstanding support of First Montrose Commons in 2011. They have provided us with exemplary service at
great prices from their friendly and knowledgeable staff. Please consider them for your holiday printing needs, and
thank them for their continuing support of our neighborhood.

next meeting

7:00 pm November 15
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Time Change
Brings Security
Concerns
More hours of darkness —
More opportunities for mischief!
AS WE SET OUR CLOCKS BACK this month it’s time to increase our vigilance. Fall brings milder temperatures and
longer periods of twilight during which criminals can casually prowl about looking for opportunities to grab and go.

FMC hosted its Texas Night Out October 4
under beautiful clear skies and cool temperatures.

Be sure your outside light timers are set to the new time,
and set for longer dark times. Watch for folks who clearly
don’t belong. For example – what possible legitimate reason
could there be for a young man to be hanging around the
Blue Bird Circle Shop holding a skateboard and cell phone
for more than an hour after dark? --- It’s DARK outside! It
is neither smart nor safe to be skateboarding!
Although the pleasant temperatures beckon us to open the
windows, don’t leave them open in unattended areas of the
house. They beckon burglars to visit your belongings!

More kids than ever enjoyed the piñata while
the adults looked on.

Please

C

O

N

S

E

R

V

E

W A T

E

R

On Common Ground
November 2011

−6−
Make a Difference in
YOUR Neighborhood!
Become an ACTIVE MEMBER of
First Montrose Commons!

November 2011

Now accepting memberships for 2012
– still just $10.00/person!
VOLUNTEER to SERVE As a Board Member
As a Block Captain or Alternate
On our COPs program

REPLAT OF LOT AT 4110 STANFORD FILED
Hearing set for 2:30 pm November 10 at City Hall Annex
Owner(s) seek to replat for TWO (2) single family homes

Security
Who To Call —
Emergency (threat to life or property)

701 Colquitt

911

Non-emergency crime (burglary, suspicious activity) 713-884-3131
Neighborhood Protection (illegal dumping, etc.)
311
(website preferred)
https://webintake.houstontx.gov/

Note that a replat does NOT grant a Building Permit; it only
redefines the property lines and potential uses for a parcel
of land.

ALL NEW CONSTRUCTION within the First Montrose Commons Historic
District REQUIRES a Certificate of Appropriateness prior to issuance
of a Building Permit.

next meeting

7:00 pm November 15
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by Tom McBrayer

August & September 2011
LOCATION

CRIME

PREMISES

DATE
TIME

600
W MAIN

AGGRAVATED

APARTMENT
PARKING LOT

08.11
8:00 AM

3800
BUTE

BURGLARY OF A
MOTOR VEHICLE

APARTMENT
PARKING LOT

08.11
MIDNIGHT

4100
STANFORD
400
RICHMOND

BURGLARY

RESIDENCE

THEFT

UNKNOWN

08.12
NOON
08.12
NOON

4200
GREELEY

THEFT

RESIDENCE

08.07
2:00 AM

500
SUL ROSS

THEFT

APARTMENT

08.30
5:00 PM

400
RICHMOND

ROBBERY

STREET

09.24
1:00 AM

300
W ALABAMA
400
BRANARD

ROBBERY

CONVENIENCE

BURGLARY

RESIDENCE

09.26
2:00 AM
09.14
4:00 PM

300
BRANARD

BURGLARY

CONSTRUCTION

400
SUL ROSS

BURGLARY

VACANT HOUSE

09.28
4:00 PM

4100
MONTROSE

THEFT

LIBRARY

09.15
4:00 PM

600
RICHMOND
200
W ALABAMA

THEFT

BAR

THEFT

APARTMENT

09.15
10:00 PM
09.25
1:00 AM

900
BRANARD
600
RICHMOND

THEFT

PARKING LOT

ASSAULT

STORE

SITE

The Chronicle’s big 175th birthday sections (August 28) featured columnist Lisa Gray’s “What is it that makes Houston Houston?” pages
of quotes from Houstonians, mostly what they liked about H town.
FMC’S Melissa Noble was quoted not once but twice.
FMC recently lost 4 of the cast iron grates from the city’s storm drains to
theft.
theft All were replaced promptly after a call to 311. Two are the standard drop-in type but the other two are something new. They have a
built-in locking device (Colquitt @ Stanford), which requires a
unique tool to remove them from the frame. It costs extra but had to
be done.
FMC again makes the Houston Press’ “Best of …”
Best TexMex — El Real TexTex-Mex Café,
Café 1201 Westheimer (Tower Theater)
Seafood & Cajun — Danton’s Gulf Coast Seafood Kitchen,
Kitchen 4611 Montrose
(Chelsea Market)
Margarita — Hugo’s,
Hugo’s 1600 Westheimer
Calamari — Zimm’s Little Deck,
Deck 601 Richmond
Picnic Spot — Hermann Park
Hostelling International, Morty Rich Hostel, has opened at 501 Lovett
Boulevard-the old Lovett Inn. It’s a 50-bed facility so more bathrooms
were needed. Obviously, it’s not in a protected historic district or
these changes could not have been made so easily.
It must be official. There is a Trader Joe’s
Joe’ sign atop the Alabama TheaTheater’s
ter’ marquee. The city has approved the plans to replace the entrance
doors with a doublewide ADA compliant automatic door. Weingarten
Realty says it won’t demolish the interior of the theater, including
slanting floor and the Art Deco tile work at the entrance. Let’s keep
our fingers crossed as this whole project evolves.

09.24
10:00 AM

09.27
9:00 PM
09.28
8:00 PM

HSPVA
Fall Dance Concert – Thursday & Friday November 17, 18, 7:30 pm
THEFT
BAR
Houston Center for Contemporary Craft (Free)
In Residence 2010 — Through December 4
800
THEFT
RESTAURANT
09.28
Beyond Useful & Beautiful: Rethinking Cosmetic Craft
RICHMOND
9:00 AM
Through January 8
700
THEFT
VACANT HOUSE 09.29
Houston Museum of Natural Science
SUL ROSS
4:00 PM
Treasures From the Hermitage — Through November 27
Discovering the Civil War — Through April 29
Museum of Fine Arts
Crime seems to have taken a vacation from FMC in
The Spirit of Modernism: The John R Eckel, Jr. Foundation Gift
August – with the fewest number ever reported for
to the MFAH — Through January 29
FMC – but returned full force in September (12
reported crimes). And check the times – thieves have
Tutankhamun: The Golden King and the Great Pharaohs been striking during daylight while homeowners are at
Through April 15
work lately.
The Menil Collection (Free)
Seeing Stars: Visionary Drawing from the Collection —
Through January 15
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WANDA ADAMS CAMPAIGN

BOWL

M
U
S
T

D & Q MINIMART

estafeta®

JAY S. GINSBURG, P.C.

MONTROSE COUNSELING CENTER

NOV

FMC MEETING & ELECTIONS – 7:00 pm HSPVA

NOV

DEADLINE for CoA Applications for DECEMBER http://www.houstontx.gov/planning/HistoricPres/coa_applications.html
FMC HOLIDAY PARTY
Robin’s Nest 6:30 – 8:30 pm ---POT LUCK

15
23
DEC
6

DEC

MULLEN CONSULTING, LLC

MELISSA NOBLE – STYLIST

14
DEC
27
JAN
3

HEAVY TRASH PICKUP
Regular Trash Collection after Christmas
Regular Trash Collection after New Years Day

PURE POTENTIAL LIVING MASSAGE

ROBIN’S NEST

TONY’S TREE SERVICE

METEOR INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL

VIEBIG, MCCOMMON & ASSOC.

DR. JIM WHEELER

next meeting

7:00 pm November 15
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