Mayor Parker Addresses
FMC Questions
Standing Room Only Crowd
Voices Concerns About New Ordinance
In lieu of our regular meeting agenda, representatives from the
City held a public meeting regarding reconsideration of FMC’s
historic district designation. The meeting opened at 6:00 PM and
was conducted by Marlene Gafrick, Director of Planning and
Development for the City of Houston. There has been much
misinformation circulating about requirements of the new Historic
Preservation Ordinance. Her stated purpose for the meeting was
to present correct information to residents so that they could
make an informed decision on the reconsideration process that
might strip the HD designation from FMC. Thus far, eight historic
districts have filed for reconsideration and seven met the city’s
criteria to be reconsidered.

Survey Says …

One change in the ordinance is that there are now only two classifications:
contributing and non-contributing; houses originally classified as potentially
contributing to a historic district are now considered contributing.
Contributing structures reflect the character of the neighborhood when it was
built, and must follow certain rules when alterations are considered. A
Certificate of Appropriateness (CoA) from the city is required. Regular
maintenance and repair do not require a CoA.
CoA. Details about CoA requirements
can be found at http://www.houstontx.gov/planning/HistoricPres/docs_pdfs/HPO_Reconsider_FactSheet.pdf.
The City mailed a survey form to all property owners within our historic
district which should only be returned if you want the HD designation
repealed. They can be faxed, e-mailed, delivered in person or sent by regular
mail. The deadline for return is February 2, 2011. Fifty-one percent (51%) of
property owners must return the survey in order for reconsideration. There
are three options that City Council will consider if property owners request
reconsideration. 1) no change in current boundaries; 2) modification of the
boundaries; and 3) repeal of the district.
Mayor Annise Parker, Council Member Wanda Adams, and a representative
from Council Member Jolanda Jones’ office attended the meeting. A
significant number of people who neither own property nor live in FMC also
attended. Mayor Parker and Ms. Gafrick took questions from those in
attendance. It was noted that we face the possibility of a high rise being built
on the HSPVA property when that school moves to a new site if the district is
repealed.
Mayor Parker and Ms. Gafrick thanked everyone for their interest and
participation and the meeting adjourned at 8:00 PM.

51%
Preliminary Results In! FMC-HD Continues.
Full Story – Page 3 
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AFTER “RECONSIDERATION”

Important Events and Issues Ahead for FMC
C I P F u n d i n g , C o u n c i l Re d i s t r i c t i n g , P a r k i n g O r d i n a n c e R e v i e w
You might have thought we could all take a sigh of relief once the painful process of reconsideration is completed late in
February or early in March. However, there are still many significant challenges ahead for First Montrose Commons.
February begins the annual rite of prioritizing the Capital Improvement Projects needed to for each neighborhood, deciding which must be funded and which cannot be during these hard economic times. March sees the first of a series of
Public meetings on the redistricting of the City Council. Population growth in Houston requires the creation of new Districts and the redrawing of all District boundaries to insure fair representation. FMC and Greater Montrose have been at
the center of discussions to create a new City Council District. Finally, the review of the City’s Parking Ordinance continues. Following a process similar to that used to revise the Historic Preservation Ordinance, but attracting less publicity so
far, this will result in changes to the requirements for off-street parking for businesses, and will have potentially significant impacts on parking for businesses located in the City’s Historic Districts.

Mark your Calendars!
The Annual CIP Public Meeting for District D is set for Tuesday February 15, from 6:00 – 8:00 pm at the Judson Robinson
Community Center (Hermann Drive at Almeda Road).
The Public Meeting on Redistricting for District D residents is set for Thursday March 3, from 6:30 – 8:00 pm at the
Museum of Fine Arts – Law Building 1001 Bissonnet Street.
Additional Information about each of these important issues is available online at http:\\houstonplanning.org – look to the
middle right of the page under “Key Initiatives”.
Longtime Business FOR SALE

Robin’s Nest to Sell Business,
Not Property
OBIN S MITH, LONGTIME RESIDENT

R

AND SUPPORTER OF FMC ,
ANNOUNCED THIS MONTH HER
INTENTION TO SEEK A SUITABLE
BUYER for her well established Bed and

Breakfast business, The Robin’s Nest.

From Robin herself—
herself—
I'm ready to sell the bed and breakfast. What I'd like to
do is sell the business only but not the houses. They
would revert to tenant property plus me. It occurs to me
that perhaps someone in our neighborhood might like a
B & B. i.e., in their house but moving my phone number,
website, clientele, booking engine, etc. to their house. It
would be an easy fit as much of my clientele is here
because of the location.
I started Robin's Nest is 1990 with one B&B room and a
part time job. I had lost two jobs back to back because
of the economic climate. This was during the savings
and loan crisis and oil-bust of the late 80’s to the mid
90’s. That crisis, while more localized, was not unlike
the crisis we're having now in terms of what contaminated the economy: bad lending practices and wild specu-

lation, perpetuated by a Congress who had passed bills Robin's Nest is now a major player in the boutique
making it easier for savings and loans to lend depositors hotels/bed and breakfast industry.
money.
We're No. 2 on Trip Advisor (Only because I took a
Having lost two jobs back to back, I decided to create
sabbatical and moved to the country for a while) -- soon
my own job market. I was pre-internet, so I put on my
to be No. 1 again. And we're Number 1 on Bed and
business suit, called on local businesses and devised a Breakfast.com. It's a great business, and I've learned a
marketing plan. There was a fig tree in the back yard so lot from it. Got a sterling review on Martha Stewart
I made Fig Preserves as one of my marketing tools. The Weddings which has sent me a lot of wedding business.
University of St. Thomas was my first customer, Rice
University my second. Still shaky financially, I kept the In 20 years, I've had one hot check (or bad credit card),
tenants upstairs at 4102 Greeley, and turned the parlor and this was in the early days. I've never had anything
downstairs (my quarters) into my first bed and breakfast stolen, except perhaps a map of Paris, and that was in
the early days as well.
room. We shared the bath. Each time I incorporated a
room, the yearly leased tenant space got smaller, until
It's a high quality business. I will miss it, but it's time to
finally, after about a year or two, 4102 and 4104
move on. Thank you for being such good neighbors and
Greeley, was now only 4104 Greeley and a fledgling
close friends. My goal now is to sell the business but not
business.
the houses. Much of my clientele comes to Robin's Nest
because of the location. I'm available as a consultant,
The early days were rough, I picked up part time jobs
where I could, but I didn't feel I had a choice so I kept and maybe even preparing a breakfast or two. I have so
many interests, I need to pursue them before I “kick the
at it. Upon reflection, not having a choice was a good
bucket”.
thing, because I had to make it work.
You can reach Robin at 713-528-2851.

next meeting

7:00 pm February 15
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Lovett Inn to
Become Hostel

Houston Public Radio Broadcast Says—

The Lovett Inn, 511 Lovett Blvd., is currently under
contract to become Houston’s only International
Youth Hostel. FMC residents will recall that
representatives of Hostelling International, USA first
sought to purchase the property at 711 West
Alabama for this purpose, but were unable to close
the deal there. That property was eventually
purchased by the law firm of Kennedy Hodges,
L.L.P., and its renovation for use as their primary
office is nearly complete.
No date has been set for closing on the Lovett Inn,
and the same questions about parking raised by
FMC remain at the Lovett location. Nevertheless, it
appears that benefactor Morty Rich’s vision to
establish an International youth Hostel in the heart
of Houston’s Montrose District is nearing reality.

A compelling broadcast on KUHF Radio aired February 7, 2011
cited data from the Human Development Project that should raise
concerns for everyone living or working in Texas. KUHF Reporter Carrie Feibel reviewed the latest results from the Human
Development Index that reveal Texas has the nation’s second
largest economy (behind California), but ranks 38th in terms
of human development, and that babies born in Houston live, on average, three years less than their counterparts born in Los Angeles!

Babies born in Houston
live, on average, three
years less than their
counterparts born in
Los Angeles!

Texas La gs in M e asure o f
“ H u ma n D e v elo p m en t”

She cites factors like the large proportion of Latino children in both states being sent to overcrowded schools with
high drop out rates, and that one in five Texans does not have
even a High School Diploma as reasons for the deplorable ratings for
Texas.

Why should we care about this?
Well, the Legislature is currently in session, debating whether to cut nearly $5
BILLION from the State’s already grossly inadequate education budget. This
has long-term implications for the quality of life of ALL Texans. It directly impacts our competitiveness as a State,
our attractiveness as a place to locate businesses, and our ability to generate enough revenue to fund essential
activities such as law enforcement and maintenance of public infrastructure.
Every Texan should familiarize themselves with this important study, and then take the time to write or email your
representatives in the Texas House and Senate to let them know how you feel about cutting education in light of
this study.
You can begin by listening to the broadcast online at:
http://app1.kuhf.org/houston_public_radio-news-display.php?articles_id=1297059078

and visiting the website of the American Human Development Project at http://www.measureofamerica.org
for additional information.

80% ST I L L DON’T Want to “Reconsider ”
Preliminary Count of Repeal Survey Forms Falls Far Short of 51% Required to Repeal First Montrose Commons Historic District
Tuesday, February 8, 2011-The deadline to return the
Survey to Repeal the First Montrose Commons Historic
District passed six days ago, and as of 5:00pm this date
only 49 forms have been received by the Planning Department of the City of Houston. Staffers are currently
reviewing each form to verify its validity, and have already indicated that a number of forms were sent from
District.
outside the First Montrose Commons Historic District
Thus the true number of VALID Repeal Survey forms is
less than 49. There were 212 tracts of land within the
First Montrose Commons Historic District when it was
created June 9, 2010.
This means that Marlene Gafrick, the Director of the
Historic and Archeological Commission, must now
review the Repeal Surveys to determine the validity of
each, and to evaluate whether there are any clearly
discernable areas where opposition to the Historic District is concentrated. Then she must prepare her recommendation to City Council for their final decision. At
this point, her options only include: 1) Leave the First
Montrose Commons Historic District intact – exactly as
it was originally created; or 2) redraw the boundaries of

the First Montrose Commons Historic District to exclude
areas where the majority of property owners have returned valid Repeal Survey Forms – resulting in a reduced area for the remaining First Montrose Commons
Historic District. This latter action requires a majority
vote of City Council to enact.
City Council has indicated its desire to address all
seven of the Historic Districts affected by the Transitional Ordinance’s Reconsideration provisions at once.
This meeting may occur during the last week of February, but will more likely occur during the first half of
March.
Volunteers who are able and
willing to speak individually to
members of City Council are
needed NOW! Please contact
Steve Longmire via the website
for more information on how
you can help.

Additionally, the Coalition of
Houston Historic Districts will
need volunteers to sign up to
speak before City Council at the
Tuesday Public Session before
the Wednesday vote on Historic
Districts. The plan is to present
a highly organized series of 1minute speakers – so as not to
repeat ourselves. If you think
you are able and willing to participate in this final important
step to preserve Houston’s History, please contact Steve Longmire via the website for more
information and to sign up.

First Montrose Commons fully supports the First
Montrose Commons Historic District - UNALTERED!

The Sur vey Asked: “Do y ou want City Council to r epeal the FMC Historic District?”
Fi rst Mon trose Commons An swer ed: NO! Thank y ou!
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Owner Seeks Variance to Expand — Will Build In Keeping With Existing Structures

Georgian Square Apartments to
Add Units Along Milam
The longtime owner of the Georgian Square
Apartments has filed for a Variance, requesting
at 10-foot setback along Milam Street, rather
than the 25-foot setback usually required
along roads classified as “Major
Thoroughfares”. The Georgian Square is
located at the intersection of Colquitt Avenue
and Milam Street (Spur 527). Spur 527 did not
exist when the apartments were first built
(1940), and its construction carved a
significant portion of land from beside them.
The owner, who is retired, faces an economic
hardship as rising property taxes and a
depressed economy continue to squeeze him.
He seeks to add additional apartments above
the existing parking lot, using brick
construction and windows nearly identical to
the existing buildings.
It should be noted that he rebuilt the Georgian
Square Apartments following a devastating fire
there only a few years ago – upgrading the
insulation, windows and interiors, while
preserving their original exterior architecture.
He indicates that the prosed addition will be
similarly constructed, using materials nearly
identical to the original structures.
Although he does not live in First Montrose
Commons himself, the owner has been an
excellent steward of this property and
demonstrated a great respect for our
neighborhood in its impeccable maintenance.
Granting the requested variance would in no
way adversely impact First Montrose
Commons, as the additional apartments will be
located above parking spaces for their tenants,
and set along the Milam Street feeder. He will
NOT be adding a driveway or access along
Milam.
The Georgian Square Apartments are
Contributing Structures located within the
First Montrose Commons Historic District, and
the owner is consulting with the Planning
Department to obtain a Certificate of
Appropriateness for his project.
The Variance Hearing is scheduled
for February 17 at 2:30 pm before
the City of Houston Planning
Commission in the City Hall Annex
Building on Bagby. The owner’s
representative has furnished a site
plan, depicting their proposed
addition.
next meeting

7:00 pm February 15
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YOU can Make The Difference.

The Sur vey Asked: “Do y ou want City Council to r epeal the FMC Historic District?”
Fi rst Mon trose Commons An swer ed: NO! Thank y ou!
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You can Make the Difference

Sign Up To Speak UP

next meeting

7:00 pm February 15
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by Tom McBrayer

December 2010
LOCATION

CRIME

PREMISES

300
W Alabama
300
W Alabama
600
W Alabama
600
W Alabama
600
Richmond
900
Richmond
4200
Montrose
4200
Jack

Robbery

Convenience
Store
Apartment

Auto theft
Theft
Theft
Theft

Apartment Rental
Office
Driveway

Theft

Restaurant
Parking Lot
Service Station

Robbery

Street

Burglary

Residence

DATE
TIME
12.01
7:00 pm
12.29
3:00 pm
12.16
2:00 pm
11.30
11:00 pm
12.22
6:00 pm
12.10
2:00 am
12.21
7:00 pm
12.19
4:00 pm

This is one of the lightest months FMC has had recently. Notice the locations:
seven of the eight offenses were on our boundary streets, West Alabama, Richmond and Montrose. It is also noteworthy that ALL of the reported crimes were
PROPERTY crimes.
March is HPD’s March on Crime month and, with that, the Crisis Intervention
team will have a presentation at Elizabeth Baldwin Park on March 15 at 6:30 PM.
This is the unit that deals with street people and the homeless, among others.
The founder of the team, Frank Webb, will be the featured speaker. Elizabeth
Baldwin Park is located at 1600 Elgin at Crawford.

Our local Kroger is undergoing a remodeling and with that comes a
new day manager. You can tell when he’s on duty by his
announcements over the PA system — the daily specials followed by
“Available at your groovy Krogers.”
Is a Mandola’s eatery coming to FMC? The Compleat Cuisine
location on West Alabama at Audubon has closed and some upgrades
are being made. A Mandola’s Catering sign has appeared along with a
State Grill sign.
Help is on the way. Once again, AARP is offering income tax
assistance at the Freed Montrose Library starting February 3 through
April 18. Hours are 2:00 – 6:00 PM every Monday and Thursday.
The old Tower Theater is looking better and better. Thanks to a new
tenant, El Real TexMex Restaurant, a top-to-bottom renovation is
taking place and they are aiming for a spring opening. The driving
force behind El Real is Robb Walsh, former food critic for the
Houston Press.
Zimm’s Little Deck on Richmond has been open for less than a year
and their menu has been well received — like gumbo, oysters, poboys, rich-boys. What in the world is a rich-boy? Just use your
imagination.

HSPVA

 Harp & Handbell Concert — February 14, 7:30PM
 Houston Symphony Orchestra, with HSPVA Choirs — Music from
The Lion King — February 19, 11:30 A M

 Pippin —March 5, 2011 — 2:00 P M and 7:00 PM

Times are TOUGH

WATCH YOUR STUFF!
Who To Call—
Emergency (threat to life or property)

911

Non-emergency crime (burglary, suspicious activity)
Neighborhood Protection (illegal dumping, etc.)

713-884-3131
311

February 2011

Houston Center for Contemporary Craft (Free)

 Inverted Harmony: A Handmade Environment by Jenine Bressner
Through March 13
Houston Museum of Natural Science
 Forgotten Gateway: Coming to America Through Galveston Island
Extended through March 6!
Museum of Fine Arts
 Eye on Third Ward: Jack Yates High School Photography —Through May 30
 Impressionist and Post-Impressions — Masterpieces from the National Gallery
of Art — February 20 – May 23
The Menil Collection (Free)
 Kissed by Angels: A Selection of Work from Southern California —
Paintings, prints and sculptures
Through February 20
 Tony Smith: Drawings — A selection of rarely exhibited drawings by
American artist Tony Smith — Through April 3
Contemporary Arts Museum
 Clifford Owens: Photographs with an Audience —Through April 3

4006 Roseland
The Sur vey Asked: “Do y ou want City Council to r epeal the FMC Historic District?”
Fi rst Mon trose Commons An swer ed: NO! Thank y ou!
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BOWL

D & Q MINIMART

estafeta®

FREDERICK BUILDERS

JAY S. GINSBURG, P.C.

It’s Time to Renew Your Membership for 2011!
Only Active Members who are current on their Annual Dues may vote at FMC Meetings.
Take a moment to renew your support for one of Houston’s Finest Traditional Urban Neighborhoods!

Still just $10.00 per person per year!
MONTROSE COUNSELING CENTER

MULLEN CONSULTING, LLC

MELISSA NOBLE – STYLIST

Editor’s Note –T he First Montrose Commons Historic District was created by a UNANIMOUS VOTE
of City Council on June 9, 2010. Why, then should Council now vote to change that – based only
by a SURVEY that garnered only a 20% response?
The First Montrose Commons Neighborhood Association needs property owners within the First
Montrose Commons Historic District to volunteer to speak in support of the Historic District as
the best means of protecting the unique residential character of our neighborhood. Please
contact Steve Longmire via the website to volunteer to attend the City Council
Meeting that will decide our fate (late February or early March 2011)).
– Steve Longmire, Director of Communications

PURE POTENTIAL LIVING MASSAGE

ROBIN’S NEST

TONY’S TREE SERVICE

UST DINING SERVICE

VIEBIG, MCCOMMON & ASSOC.

DR. JIM WHEELER

next meeting

7:00 pm February 15
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