February FMC Meeting Brings Important News

FMC AGENDA
President Jason Ginsburg announced his goals for FMC during 2011, now that it
appears we have successfully fended off efforts to repeal the First Montrose
Commons Historic District. There are four areas requiring our attention:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Infrastructure – The Sewer Relocation Project and the
Neighborhood Street Reconstruction Project
Security – Our Citizens on Patrol (COP) program and issues
involving the Mental Health Co-op.
HSPVA – The future of the property now occupied by the
High School.
FMC Membership – Dues and support for the Newsletter.

The emergency sewer relocation project began February 15 in the 500 block of West Main, and
involves 45 properties that have suffered sewage leaks for years. The project is expected to last
about 150 days, according to the City. Affected property owners will be given 72 hours’ notice
of the date when construction is to begin on their individual properties. This project is
completely independent of our CIP, and has been funded separately.
The Neighborhood Street Reconstruction Project (aka CIP400-NSR467) remains in Design
Phase, scheduled to finish this by September 2011. It does not appear on the spreadsheet of
District D ongoing Capital Projects, and since the design is not complete, it has not been
scheduled for funding of its Construction Phase. The City continues to tell us that construction
should begin before 2015. The big issue here is that the Rebuild Houston program was passed
by voters last November. We have not been able to get a clear specific answer from the City
what impact that program will have on our CIP. The Rebuild Houston Program is supposed to
replace the old petition process for CIP’s involving street and drainage improvements. FMC
will continue to press for funding for our CIP, which was approved long before the Rebuild
Houston Program was passed.

FMC Historic District To Remain Intact
Except for a Single Property
FEBRUARY 23, 2011 – City Council voted to accept the Mayor’s
Report on Historic Districts which leaves the boundaries of
all of the City’s existing Historic Districts unchanged,
except for the removal of a single property in the First
Montrose Commons Historic District. The property to be
removed from the FMC Historic District is a large
commercial lot located at 3802 Roseland, and was not a
part of the original boundaries submitted by First Montrose
Commons to the City. Accordingly, Council is set to vote to
amend our boundaries, removing this single property, at the
March 9, 2011 Council Meeting – finally putting to rest the
question of protected Historic Districts in Houston.

Time to
Renew
Please Pay Your 2011 FMC Dues Now
First Montrose Commons is a neighborhood of over 300 homes
and businesses, but each year only a few dedicated residents
provide the funds to advocate for improvements in security and
infrastructure that benefit everyone in the neighborhood. Our dues
have remained the lowest of any active neighborhood association
in Houston for seventeen years – less than a dollar per month!
Won’t you help us avoid an increase in dues by joining or
renewing your membership today?
Become a part of our

Mayor Parker mentioned that HISD and the City are looking at ways to facilitate the move of
HSPVA to a location downtown in the Theater District in the short term. With market values of
downtown properties depressed, this presents a rare opportunity for HISD to acquire the
needed location. It also means that HISD will be looking to liquidate the nearly ¾ acre of
property in the heart of FMC. Jason asked that FMC residents email him or the Board to
express their desires for the future of this property.

Common Effort for an Uncommon Neighborhood

Jason reported that FMC is in good financial standing at present, but that the newsletter
continues to be our most costly activity. It has been supported through corporate membership
by providing ads, but we need someone who can actively solicit ongoing support. Discussion of
the future of the newsletter revealed a preference to maintain it in its current form, since it has
brought us attention from City officials and the media. Jason stated that it may be necessary to
increase the annual membership dues to insure FMC’s continued financial well-being, and that
he intends to raise this issue before the next Board Meeting.

O n e W e ek
FIVE KIDS

Remember, only Active Members who have paid their dues can
vote in decisions affecting FMC!
Renewal form is located on the back page of this and every
newsletter. Mail it or drop it off at 800 Sul Ross – Today!

Do YOU Have A FIRE PLAN?
--A
--A Working SMOKE DETECTOR?
Story on Page 2

7:00pm March 15 – Montrose Counseling Center
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PREVENTING TRAGEDY

FIVE CHILDREN DIE IN FIRES IN ONE WEEK
Wo r k i n g S m o ke D e t e c t o r s a n d a P r a c t i c e d F i r e P l a n M i g h t H a v e S a v e d T h e m
The end of February was marred by the deaths of five children in fires in Houston. These deaths might have been
prevented had there been working smoke detectors and practiced fire plans in place.

M

ARCH 13 MARKS THE BEGINNING OF DAYLIGHT SAVING
TIME for 2011, and in addition to setting all of our

clocks FORWARD one hour, we should each replace
the batteries in every SMOKE and CARBON MONOXIDE
DETECTOR in our homes, and TEST THEM. It is estimated
that although more than 90% of American homes have
smoke detectors, nearly oneone-third of them do not work!

How many smoke detectors are required?
•

Every home should also be equipped with at least one FIRE EXTINGUISHER in working order. If there is only one, it should be located in the kitchen,
within reach of, but not over the stove or oven. The purpose of this device is
NOT to extinguish the fire, but rather to clear a path for you to evacuate.

Much of Texas remains in a severe drought – with very low
levels of soil and plant moisture. This dramatically raises
the danger of fires spreading rapidly once started.

At least one per level of your home or building.

What kind of smoke detector is best?
•

A FIRE PLAN – which includes a central place
place to meet and check in with one
another after evacuating the building – must be PRACTICED, preferably
when all of the other fire safety measures are done twice each year. This reinforces the need to maintain fire safety throughout the year.

There are three types: Ionization (which works best on flaming
fires); Photoelectric (which is best for smoldering, smoky fires);
and Dual Detector (which works for either type of fire).

Be sure to place at least one detector outside of each sleeping area in your
home. In addition to a smoke detector, it is also recommended to place a
Carbon Monoxide Detector near each sleeping area. Combination SMOKE &
CARBON MONOXIDE DETECTORS are also now widely available.
Working detectors will serve to alert you when danger is present, but cannot
save you or your family if no one knows what to do when they sound.

Please be very careful when cooking outdoors, and don’t drop cigarettes or
other smoking materials on the ground.
Additional fire safety information, including brochures about SMOKE &
CARBON MONOXIDE DETECTORS is available at the Houston Fire Department website: http://www.houstontx.gov/fire/safety/
First Montrose Commons has been blessed by the addition of many new
young children recently – let’s all work together to be sure they grow up in a
fire safe neighborhood!

Suspect in Murder Near FMC Arrested

Meet the HPD Crisis Intervention Team—

Man Arrested in Death of Homeless
Woman Tied to Four other Murders

March On Crime Month

FEBRUARY 28 – THE H OUSTON C HRONICLE REPORTS that a homeless
man, identified as Lucky Ward, has been arrested for the murder of a
homeless woman near the Co-Cathedral of the Archdiocese of GalvestonHouston. Ward is now a suspect in the strangulation murders of four other
persons, including Myral Ical, based on DNA evidence.
Ical was found dead in a vacant lot in the 4300 block of Garrott, near the
Richmond Avenue exit from Spur 527 last year. Her death prompted a Town
Hall Meeting sponsored by First Montrose Commons and attended by a large
number of law enforcement and City Officials, as well as citizens from many
surrounding neighborhoods.
The First Montrose Commons Citizens on Patrol program was formed as a
result of that Town Hall Meeting. Persons interested in training to participate
in the FMC COPs program should contact Lance McKnight, its director via
the FMC website.
Additional details about the arrest of Lucky Ward can be found online at:
http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/metropolitan/7450018.html

MARCH IS HPD’S MARCH ON CRIME MONTH and,
with that, the Crisis Intervention team will
have a presentation at
Elizabeth Baldwin Park on March 15 at 6:30 PM.
This is the unit that deals with street people
and the homeless, among others. The founder
of the team, Frank Webb, will be the featured
speaker.
Elizabeth Baldwin Park is located at
1600 Elgin at Crawford.

next meeting

7:00 pm March 15

•
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HISD Considering Tax Rate Hike – Eliminating Homestead Exemptions—

Prepare Now To Protest
Your Property Valuation
LAURA MULLEN, A CPA WITH EXTENSIVE EXPERIENCE REPRESENTING HOMEOWNERS BEFORE THE TAX APPRAISAL BOARD, has renewed her Corporate
Membership in First Montrose Commons again this year. Laura has represented quite a number of FMC property owners and helped others to successfully protest the valuation of their properties before the Tax Appraisal Board.
Although the economy may have resulted in a lower value for your property this
year, it is still important to be certain that it has been appraised properly and fairly.
Laura can help.
HISD is but one of the taxing entities that are considering a tax rate hike and eliminating the homestead exemption this year to balance their budget. The amount you
will pay in taxes is the product of the tax rate and the appraised value of your property. Make sure it’s right! Give Laura a call today to learn what you can do to avoid
paying more than your fair share.

Jay S. Ginsburg, P.C.
Renews FMC Corporate Membership
THE LAW FIRM OF JAY S. GINSBURG, PC, has renewed its Corporate Membership
in First Montrose Commons again this year. The Ginsburg law firm specializes
in matters involving Real Estate Law. We wish to thank them for their sustaining support of our neighborhood association.

Sewer Relocation Project Begins
An emergency project to
relocate the sewer connections
of 45 homes affected by chronic
leakage of sewage began
February 15, and is expected to
take up to five months to
complete. Owners of affected
properties should receive 72
hours advance notice before
work begins on their property.
This project may require
temporary closure of some
streets in FMC as the lines are
connected to the new main
lines, located 10 feet below the
surface.

A cleanout stub located between the sidewalk and curb
connects to new main sewer 10 feet below street level.
B e a Pa r t o f O u r C o m m o n E f f o r t f o r O u r U n c o m m o n N e i g h b o r h o o d
J o i n F i r s t M o n t r o s e C o m m o n s N e i g h b o r h o o d A s s o c i a t i o n – PAY Y O U R 2 0 1 1 D u e s N o w
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FMC Welco mes Meteor Travel as N ew Cor porate Mem ber

Meteor Travel to Sponsor Wine & Cheese
Tasting Benefit to Boost FMC Membership
Marie-Theres Odermatt, a longtime resident of First
Montrose Commons and President of Meteor International
Travel, has joined as a new Corporate Member of FMC.
Meteor International Travel is located at 512 Sul Ross, and
has been in business in Houston for forty-one years, serving
the corporate community and vacation needs of its clients.
To mark their new membership, and to encourage other
FMC residents to join and support First Montrose
Commons, Meteor International Travel is hosting a Wine &
Cheese Tasting in front of their business
b usiness on Saturday, March 26 th ,
from 2:00
2:0 0 to 6:00 pm. A donation of $10 or enrollment as a
member of FMC is requested. In case of rain, the event will
be held the following Saturday, April 2 nd .
Be sure to attend the March 15 th FMC meeting for
additional details!
Thanks to Marie-Theres and all the folks at Meteor
International Travel for your support of our
Uncommon Neighborhood!

Your Paid Annual Membership in
First Montrose Commons
Supports
Neighborhood Security Efforts
Including our
Citizens On Patrol Program
Efforts to Keep FMC’s Needs in
front of City Council
Our National Night Out
Our Holiday Party
Efforts to Preserve the Unique
Residential Character of FMC
next meeting

7:00 pm March 15

•
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CAUTION
FRAUD ALERT!
FBI Warns of New Credit Card Scam
“Hello, this is the Fraud Protection Division of
YourBigBankUSA. May I speak to Mr. Responsible, please?
“This is Mr. Responsible. What is the problem?

At Last! Residents of this West Main house no longer have to contend with
raw sewage leaking out under their deck as workers connect them to new
sewer main.

Georgian Square Apartments Granted Variance
March 3, 2011—David Chelakis, owner of the Georgian Square Apartments at
420 Colquitt, moved one step closer to his goal of adding four additional units to his
complex today as the Houston Planning Commission unanimously approved the
replatting of his lot. He still faces a hearing before the Houston Archeological and
Historic Commission on March 24 to obtain a Certificate of Appropriateness.
Mr. Chelakis is seeking to build four additional units on to the back of his existing
complex, using salvaged brick identical to the original. Thus the additional units will
appear to have always been a part of the original units once completed.
We commend Mr. Chelakis for his maintenance of the apartments and his attention to
detail in expanding them in keeping with their original appearance. This is exactly
the type of development needed in historic neighborhoods like First Montrose
Commons!

“We have detected potentially fraudulent activity on your
Platinum MegaCARD, number 1234 5678 9012 3456, which
expires January 2014. Is this card in your possession now?
“Yes.
“Good, Can you please confirm this by reading back to me the
3-digit code on the back of your card so that we can stop these
transactions and properly credit your account?”
So you read them the three digit security code and before you can hang up, they have
maxed out your card and vanished!
The FBI reports a new scam spreading across the country where thieves who already
have most of the information about your account are calling and posing as bank fraud
officials. They are seeking to obtain the one item they don’t have after having bought
your account information from a criminal source – your security code.
Remember, legitimate Fraud Prevention Units NEVER ask
for your account number or security code. If you receive a
call like this, ask the caller for a call back number and hang
up. Chances are they will hang up before you do – or the
number they give you won’t work!

B e a Pa r t o f O u r C o m m o n E f f o r t f o r O u r U n c o m m o n N e i g h b o r h o o d
J o i n F i r s t M o n t r o s e C o m m o n s N e i g h b o r h o o d A s s o c i a t i o n – PAY Y O U R 2 0 1 1 D u e s N o w
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next meeting

7:00 pm March 15

•
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by Tom McBrayer

January 2011
LOCATION

CRIME

Date
Time
300
Robbery
Convenience
11:00 pm
W Alabama
store
01.11
4100
Burglary
Restaurant
10:00 pm
Montrose
01.13
800
Auto theft
Street
8:00 pm
Sul Ross
01.06
900
Theft
Grocery
1:00 pm
W Main
01.13
400
Theft
Apartment
11:00 pm
Colquitt
parking lot
01.10
3900
Theft
Residence
10:00 pm
Roseland
01.12
500
Theft
Bar
2:00 am
W Main
01.01
3900
Theft
Caterer parking
6:00 pm
Milam
lot
01.02
700
Theft
Apartment
6:00 pm
W Alabama
parking lot
01.04
500
Theft
Bar parking lot
2:00 am
W Alabama
01.29
600
Theft
Residence
4:00 pm
Branard
01.23
4200
Theft
Street
5:00 pm
Greeley
01.28
600
Theft
Bar parking lot
10:00 pm
Richmond
01.18
800
Theft
Restaurant
2:00 am
Richmond
parking lot
01.30
For January, we are back to our usual number of crimes. All were property crimes,
six of which occurred in parking lots. Are you sure your valuables are not visible
when you park your car?
We don’t know what happened, but the theft in 900 W Main did not occur in a
grocery store, nor did the theft in 500 W Main occur at a bar!

Oceans restaurant hasn’t been with us very long but, you can say
goodbye. It hasn’t done very well and now the property has been sold
to a developer. Plans call for a mid-rise eight-story to accommodate
200+ apartments.
Montrose Car Care,
Care West Alabama at Montrose, has been under new
ownership and management since the first of the year. The new
manager is Sam Omran, one of the three Omran brothers who operate
the Montrose Automotive Center, Montrose at Banks. Sam says you
can expect the same high quality service you now receive at Montrose
Automotive. The family emigrated from Jordan in the late 1990’s.
Help is on the way. Once again, AARP is offering income tax
assistance at the Freed Montrose Library starting February 3 through
April 18. Hours are 2:00 – 6:00 PM every Monday and Thursday.

PREMISES

Who To Call —
Emergency (threat to life or property)

911

Non-emergency crime (burglary, suspicious activity)
Neighborhood Protection (illegal dumping, etc.)

713-884-3131
311

March 2011

608-610 Colquitt

HSPVA
Pippin —March 5, 2011 — 2:00 P M and 7:00 PM
Chamber Music Recital —March 10, 6:30 P M
Piano Ensemble Concert —March 11, 7:00 PM
Spring Jazz Festival —March 25, 26, 7:30 PM
Art Exhibit: “Senior Show No. 7 —March 31, 3:30 PM
Houston Center for Contemporary Craft (Free)
 Inverted Harmony: A Handmade Environment by Jenine Bressner
Through March 13
 Lisa Gralnick: The Gold Standard
Through May 29
 Commonplace: Objects by Barbara Smith & Ryan Takaba
Through April 3
Houston Museum of Natural Science
 Texas! The Exhibition
Opens Sunday, March 6
Museum of Fine Arts
 Impressionist and Post-Impressions — Masterpieces from the National Gallery
of Art — Through May 23
 Eye on Third Ward: Jack Yates High School Photography —Through May 30
 Circa 1900: Decorative Arts at the Turn of the Century —Through July 31
The Menil Collection (Free)
 Tony Smith: Drawings — A selection of rarely exhibited drawings by
American artist Tony Smith — Through April 3
 The World Was Watching: Civil Rights-Era Photographs
March 5, — September 25
Contemporary Arts Museum
 Clifford Owens: Photographs with an Audience —Through April 3
 Answers to Questions —Through April 24







B e a Pa r t o f O u r C o m m o n E f f o r t f o r O u r U n c o m m o n N e i g h b o r h o o d
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BOWL

D & Q MINIMART

estafeta®

FREDERICK BUILDERS

It’s Time to Renew Your Membership for 2011!
Only Active Members who are current on their Annual Dues may vote at FMC Meetings.
Take a moment to renew your support for one of Houston’s Finest Traditional Urban Neighborhoods!

JAY S. GINSBURG, P.C.

Still just $10.00 per person per year!
MONTROSE COUNSELING CENTER
– Daylight Saving Time Begins
Replace the Batteries & TEST Your Smoke and Carbon Monoxide Detectors
Detectors
Review & PRACTICE Your FIRE EVACUATION PLAN with everyone in your home.

MULLEN CONSULTING, LLC

13

MELISSA NOBLE – STYLIST

15

– FMC Meeting @ Montrose Counseling Center – 7:00pm sharp –
We will discuss Membership and Dues.

PURE POTENTIAL LIVING MASSAGE

ROBIN’S NEST

TONY’S TREE SERVICE

METEOR INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL

VIEBIG, MCCOMMON & ASSOC.

DR. JIM WHEELER

next meeting

7:00 pm March 15

•

Montrose Counseling Center

