April FMC Meeting Highlights

City to Develop Comprehensive Regulation
of Mental Health Co-ops
A PRIL 19, 2011- President Jason Ginsburg opened the meeting at
7:00 pm at HSPVA, thanked HSPVA for continued use of their
facility, and encouraged all to support their activities which are
listed in our newsletters

Announcements:
Mental Health Co-Ops: The Mayor’s Office of Citizens’ Assistance has been
responsive to Jason’s inquiries. They are working to develop citywide regulations covering facilities like those in our area as required by state law
and to develop a budget for enforcing the code. They plan to have this
ready for the Mayor’s review in July. For this reason, it was decided not to
invite a representative from the city to discuss regulating the co-ops.
Many residents give the appearance of street people with smoking, drinking and exhibiting other activities of street people. FMC does have an ad
hoc committee to which incidents can be reported. An e -mail list should
be made available.

Agenda Items:
Electronic communication with FMC members and residents. What would be the
best method for disseminating information quickly?
There should be a way to alert everyone immediately should there be a
neighborhood security alert. About half of the attendees currently subscribe to
a form of social media. Specific suggestions included: Facebook; Yahoo Groups
(an e-mail service group using Yahoo); and Twitter. The chief problem with
using this method is that not everyone subscribes to the same media service,
and half of the attendees don’t use any form of social media to communicate.
We would like to use the FMC web site as our primary means of communicating
with residents, but the Forum is rarely used and many people find it difficult to
navigate. It was suggested that the site itself needs to be made more attractive
and more user friendly. It was also suggested that a Lost & Found function be
added to the site as well as membership information and a PDF form to mail in.
Perhaps we could, at a future meeting, hold a training session on how to use
the Forum, how to make comments to topics and how to start a topic. Jason
has approximately 170 e-mail addresses in the database with 150 of them
within FMC. When there is a new member, Jason automatically subscribes them
to use the Forum and sends them e-mail; they can choose to use the Forum or
they can unsubscribe themselves.
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City Budget Crisis Deepens

Layoffs, Cutbacks
Threaten Services
Fate of CIP Uncertain
The budget crisis facing the City continues,
forcing the Mayor to announce plans for
sweeping layoffs affecting every Houstonian.
As increasing costs of fuel continue to impair
the chances for a quick economic recovery,
we must not let City leaders forget their
commitment to rebuild the crumbling infrastructure of First Montrose Commons.
Our Neighborhood Street Reconstruction Project
(CIP400-NSR467) has taken a long and difficult
path since we obtained the required signatures
years ago. It has required the persistent efforts of
every FMC Board over the past ten years just to
get it to the Design Phase, which is funded
through the end of the current Fiscal Year.
However, CIP400-NSR467 did not appear on the
spreadsheet listing active CIP’s in District D this
year – AGAIN. We have been told that this is
because our project is currently in Design Phase,
and that is not scheduled to be completed before
fall. They do not explain why other similar
projects are listed, however.
In the meantime, our streets continue to
deteriorate and crumble, and PWE crews report
some are “beyond repair”.
continued p 2
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What would YOU Pay?
continued from page 1..

Further complicating the future of our Street Reconstruction Project are the issues of the new Rebuild Houston Program, scheduled to replace the old CIP petition system in
July 2016, and Redistricting of City Council.

We are a completely VOLUNTARY neighborhood
association, NOT a Homeowners’ Association. We cannot
levy assessments or compel membership. We can only
persuade.

All street and drainage projects are to be incorporated into
the new priority-driven Rebuild Houston Program after July
2016. Projects funded prior to that date will continue using
the existing funding programs. Our project is currently
funded only to be designed, not to be constructed.

What would YOU pay to have new safe streets and
sidewalks?

District CIP’s have traditionally been under the domain of
their District Council Offices, so, assuming that the Mayor’s
plan to redistrict us out of District D and into a newly
created District J passes, we will have to start from scratch
to build new working relationships with that office, and to
press our case for the urgency of our project – ONCE
AGAIN!
None of this is easy work. It requires consistent, sustained
efforts on many people’s parts. It requires that we
demonstrate to City Council the support of the
neighborhood to back the requests we make of them. It
REQUIRES YOUR ACTIVE MEMBERSHIP AND PARTICIPATION IN
THE FIRST MONTROSE COMMONS NEIGHBORHOOD
ASSOCIATION!

Membership dues support the efforts of FMC’s volunteer
Board members to lobby City Council and the Mayor for
needed improvements, to address security concerns, to
provide support for our new Citizens on Patrol (CoP’s)
program—in short, to provide a SAFE and desirable
neighborhood for all of us to enjoy together.

Would YOU pay
to
have someone make sure that the tax
dollars you give to the City are actually
spent working to improve your
neighborhood?
Please join or renew your membership in First Montrose
Commons today!
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There were no votes taken on the issue, but it was decided to put our
efforts into developing the Forum to be more informative and user
friendly. Josh Hamilton and Chris Oakley will investigate means to
implement online membership applications and renewal through the
FMC website via PayPal.
Other Items:
Dues: our fiscal year is the calendar year but some people
still have not renewed.
Financial statement needs to be available to members if they
are interested and should be generated on a quarterly or semi-annual
basis.
The Montrose Management District has expanded their
security patrols and members reported seeing their vehicles in the
area.
The sewer relocation project is about half finished and
neighbors feel the crew has been very efficient.
Jason thanked Marie-Theres Odermatt and Meteor Travel for
hosting the recent wine tasting party. A good many members attended.
However, Marie expressed her disappointment that the association had
not adequately publicized the event. She would like to have seen, for
example, the colorful flyer in an e-mail to residents. Everyone
generally felt it would be a good thing to have such an event more than
once a year.
The meeting adjourned at 8:03 pm

Deadline to File Property Valuation
Valuation Protests

MAY 31, 2011
Be sure to carefully check your property’s 2011 valuation
at http://hcad.org.
The deadline to file a protest of the Harris County Appraisal District’s 2011 appraisal of your property value is Tuesday, May 31, 2011 Property owners are encouraged to verify the appraised value of their properties by logging on to the Appraisal
District’s website. There is no penalty for protesting the appraised value of your
property, but you must be prepared to provide acceptable evidence of the condition
of your property as of January 1, 2011 to support your claim. You may file your
protest either online or in writing using forms available online from the Appraisal
District.
Most property values in Harris County have remained steady or decreased slightly
compared to last year. However, sales of home in your neighborhood may have resulted in an increased appraised value of your property, so you should verify its
value before making any decisions.
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Historic Drought
Worst in 45 years
Wildfires throughout the State • Cattlemen Suffering • Foundations, Water mains, Electric Lines Failing
No Rel ief Expected t hrough Jul y

T

45 YEARS – the result of an unexpectedly long-lived and strong La Niña
and the driest March in recorded history. April has been no better, with Houston set to record its driest April ever.
The State has all but exhausted its forestry budget fighting fires that have consumed more than a million and a half
acres of land. Cattlemen are faced with difficult choices as both water and feed for their livestock approach critical levels.
Power failures caused by the accumulation of salts normally washed away by rain have forced chemical plants into emergency shutdowns – affecting the supply of gasoline and other refined products. And Galveston’s main source of fresh potable water breaks as dry ground cracks around it.
EXAS IS IN THE MIDST OF THE WORST DROUGHT IN

Houston has not yet had to entertain water rationing, since
most of our water comes from reservoirs supplied by the
Trinity and San Jacinto River systems, and there has been
recent heavy rainfall to the north of us in these watersheds.
But we have received only about a quarter of an inch of rainfall in a month where we would normally expect closer to
four inches, so our soil is becoming severely dehydrated.
First Montrose Commons is blessed by many large mature
trees, but large trees require large amounts of water to sustain them, and during times of severe drought they will literally suck the water right
from under the foundation
of your home! To prevent
expensive damage to your
foundation, you must replace this lost water to the
soil. Perhaps the most efficient and least expensive
way to do this is to water
your foundation for 15-20
minutes three times per
week, using an automatic
timer and drip irrigation
hose around your foundation line. Using drip line
supplies the water directly
to the dry soil, avoiding
evaporation or runoff.
Automatic hose timers that operate using AA-alkaline batteries are available for under $40 at most home improvement stores, as are 50-foot lengths of drip hose. An average
FMC house will require four lengths of this hose connected
end-to-end to wrap completely around its perimeter.

shows signs of settling. It is far cheaper and more effective
to prevent settling damage than to repair it!
When watering lawns, it is better to water early in the morning for 30 minutes or so, twice weekly, rather than for shorter periods more frequently. Doing so helps grass to build
deeper root systems, more suited to tolerating dry conditions.
Severe drought conditions are forecast to continue in
Texas, with no substantial relief before July, according to
NOAA sources. Historically, severe springtime droughts associated with La Niña’s are broken only by tropical systems in
Texas. Thus, you should also be
sure that your flood insurance is
current – even in the midst of
the current drought! When tropical systems arrive to break a
severe drought, flash flooding
usually occurs before the water
has a chance to penetrate the
dry hardened ground.
Finally, don’t assume that because we live in the middle of a
large city we are immune to the
danger of wildfire. One careless
cigarette or a barbecue pit left
unattended can quickly ignite
dry grass, and the windy dry air
will carry the sparks throughout a neighborhood before the
first fire truck leaves the station.

You should begin now to water your foundation – regardless
of whether it is pier and beam or slab, and whether or not it
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Wanda Adams Campaign Joins FMC
April 15, 2011—Councilmember Wanda Adams has
demonstrated her support for First Montrose Commons
tirelessly during her first two terms in office. Now she is
running for her final term of office under the City’s term
limits rules. This month, her campaign joins
First Montrose Commons’ list of Uncommon Friends.

Wanda has worked closely with FMC’s Board over the past four years to
shepherd our oft-derailed Street Reconstruction Project, which is currently
funded through its Design Phase. She has secured funds for an emergency
relocation of sewer connections to 45 homes critically affected by
crumbling sewer lines, and worked hard to defend historic preservation for
First Montrose Commons. Though FMC is but a very small part of District
D, our Councilmember has gone out of her way to represent our interests
and helped to find solutions for problems in our uncommon neighborhood.
We thank Wanda Adams for her continued support of First Montrose
Commons, and wish her all the best as she seeks to continue her service to
the citizens of Houston!

Consequences of
Council Redistricting
The City is mandated to redraw Council District boundaries
according to the results of the 2010 Census. How they do it will
have profound consequences for at least the next decade.
The Mayor has presented her proposed redistricting plan to Council for
comment and approval. The short version of the story is that two new
Council Districts are created (J & K) from parts of the former districts
that surrounded them. It means that FMC is slated to move from
District D into District J.
Maps of the proposed changes reveal that District J will be home to the
greatest number of Historic Districts by far, as most of those located in
the Greater Heights area are moved from District H to J. This carries
significant implications under the new Historic Preservation Ordinance, which established City Council as the final body for appeals;
under this redistricting plan relatively few District Councilmembers will
have any experience with Historic Districts.
Since District J will be an entirely new District, it will have no history on
its own of pending CIP projects, but rather will inherit projects from
each of the former Districts from which it was composed. This means
we must educate a new Councilmember and staff about the long history
of our CIP, and fight to insure it is accorded the priority it deserves as it
moved from Design to Construction.
FMC residents should pay very close attention to the Redistricting
debates, as the final boundaries are not set. Otherwise, things could get
lost as we move from the western edge of District D to the eastern
fringe of District J! The complete Redistricting Map is available at

http://www.houstontx.gov/planning/2011/docs_pdfs/redistrict_map.pdf
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by Tom McBrayer

March 2011
Location

Crime

Premises

3900
Montrose
300
W Alabama
3800
Brandt
500
W Alabama
200
W Alabama
4100
Garrott
3800
Montrose
4100
Montrose
500
Sul Ross
4000
Roseland
500
W Alabama
3900
Bute
500
Branard
3800
Bute
800
Richmond

Robbery

Bank

Robbery

Convenience
store
Apartment

Aggravated
assault
Burglary
Auto theft

Apartment

Auto theft

Apartment
parking lot
Street

Theft

Auto repair

Theft

Library

Theft

Unknown

Theft

Residence

Theft

Apartment

Theft

Residence

Theft

Apartment

Theft

Residence

Theft

Restaurant

Date
Time
03.05
11:00 am
03.02
11:00 pm
03.10
11:00 pm
03.27
07:00 pm
03.19
11:00 1m
03.18
10:00 am
03.14
12 noon
03.31
11:00 am
03.23
09:00 pm
03.23
04:00 pm
03.31
07:00 pm
03.16
06:00 pm
03.01
06:00 pm
01.20
Midnight
03.18
01:00 am

The spring 2011 edition of OurBlök Neartown features Robin’s Nest on
the cover with more pictures and a short history of the home and its
owners. Robin is only the second owner of this beautiful circa 1898
Queen Anne Victorian home. Quoting the magazine: “Robin’s Nest is
a part of our neighborhood’s history and truly a Neartown treasure.”
We found our copy of the magazine at Kroger.
The Museum District includes FMC. All those white on brown signs
you see along Richmond, Montrose and the Spur give directions to the
various museums and galleries. Have you noticed the latest? The sign
on West Alabama directs you east to the “Statue of the Four Lies.”
Actually, it’s two statues and they are located on the UH Central
Campus.
Campus It’s the work of the Art Guys (both UH grads), Jack
Massing and Michael Galbreth. The statues were dedicated last
September but the signs only recently went up.
With all permits in place and variance granted by the Planning
Commission, Canopy is going up with the Branard-Street-side
pergola. They tried to erect it last year, but city inspectors said no
way. But now, with everything legal, it’s just in time for summer.
Tried Tutti Frutti yet? The newest shop in Hawthorn Square
(Montrose at Hawthorne) features serve yourself frozen yogurt in a
dozen different flavors. Just squeeze out as much or as little as you
want, weigh it up at 42¢ an ounce and enjoy. It’s made on the
premises and they always have at least one non-dairy sorbet.
The newest coffee shop in the area is The Black Hole,
Hole Graustark at
Castle Court.
Court It’s only been open a few weeks, but has already caught
on. Could it be that in addition to coffee, they also serve beer, wine
and snacks?

Again, PROPERTY CRIMES were by far the most prevalent — 14 of the 15
total. The fifteenth was an aggravated assault. As always, be aware of your
surroundings. There was a robbery at IBC Bank and theft at the library and at
Chapultepec Restaurant.

Who To Call —
Emergency (threat to life or property)

911

Non-emergency crime (burglary, suspicious activity)
Neighborhood Protection (illegal dumping, etc.)

713-884-3131
311

April 2011

4205 Roseland

HSPVA
 Annual Pop Concert featuring swing music, pop and vocal jazz
($8.00)
$8.00) Thursday, Friday — May 12 4:30 pm, and May 13 7:30 pm
Houston Center for Contemporary Craft (Free)
 Truth and Transience: Michelle Samor
Through May 15 (exhibit incorporates various media)
 Lisa Gralnick: The Gold Standard
Through May 29
Houston Museum of Natural Science
 Texas! The Exhibition
Through September 6
Museum of Fine Arts
 Impressionist and Post-Impressions —
Masterpieces from the National Gallery of Art — Through May 23
 Eye on Third Ward: Jack Yates High School Photography —Through May 30
 Circa 1900: Decorative Arts at the Turn of the Century —Through July 31
The Menil Collection (Free)
 The World Was Watching: Civil Rights-Era Photographs
Through September 25

Only
M E M B E R S C a n Vo t e ! H e l p U s H e l p Y O U
J o i n F i r s t M o n t r o s e C o m m o n s N e i g h b o r h o o d A s s o c i a t i o n – PAY Y O U R 2 0 1 1 D u e s N o w

On Common Ground
May 2011

−8−

WANDA ADAMS CAMPAIGN

BOWL

D & Q MINIMART

estafeta®

JAY S. GINSBURG, P.C.

MONTROSE COUNSELING CENTER

MULLEN CONSULTING, LLC

MELISSA NOBLE – STYLIST

It’s Time to Renew Your Membership for 2011!
Only Active Members who are current on their Annual Dues may vote at FMC Meetings.
Take a moment to renew your support for one of Houston’s Finest Traditional Urban Neighborhoods!

5
9
17
19
30

Deadline for CoA Applications for May http://www.houstontx.gov/planning/HistoricPres/coa_applications.html
HEAVY TRASH – TREES & BRANCHES ONLY - No Trash!
Place curbside after 6 pm Friday May 6th
FMC Meeting – HSPVA – Band Rehearsal Hall – Special Election
May HAHC Meeting (CoA’s) – 3:00 pm - City Hall Annex 900 Bagby
MEMORIAL DAY HOLIDAY – No Trash Pickup. Trash Pickup on Tuesday, May 31

PURE POTENTIAL LIVING MASSAGE

ROBIN’S NEST

TONY’S TREE SERVICE

METEOR INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL

VIEBIG, MCCOMMON & ASSOC.

DR. JIM WHEELER
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