Volume 16
Number 3
March 2010
The Newsletter of First Montrose Commons, Inc.
“A Common Effort for an Uncommon Neighborhood”

Capacity Crowd Fills HSPVA Auditorium – Demands Solutions to Spur Crimes

D ARK , O VERGROWN A REAS T HREATEN S AFETY
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 2010—
2010— Nearly 100 residents, Police Officers, and City

Officials filled the Black Box Auditorium at HSPVA to express outrage
at the recent murder of Myra Ical and the dangerous and deplorable
conditions along Spur 527 that contributed to it.
I want to thank everyone who participated in First Montrose Commons’ Security Forum.
The turnout of so many officers and officials taking a direct interest in our security and
safety no doubt reassured my neighbors and those from surrounding communities that
we are not alone in our fight to reclaim our area as a safe place to live.

*** H OW YOU C AN H ELP ***
IN THE WAKE OF THE FORUM, many neighbors have asked me
how they can contribute to making FMC a safer place. Several
of them have volunteered to participate in a neighborhood
watch program, and we're now looking into setting one up
through HPD. But in the meantime, the best way to help FMC
is to simply participate in our neighborhood association.

There are no easy answers to the security challenges that FMC faces, but there are several
things that can be done to improve our situation.
FIRST, TxDOT and the City must work together to add lighting and reduce
vegetation along Spur 527. During the forum, Director Allen alluded to a general
desire to have some vegetation present along the Spur, but not one of my neighbors
supported that notion. In fact, the vast majority of the Spur has no vegetation and is, for
the most part, a featureless wall. Having little pocket parks near the Spur’s intersections
does little to enhance its overall attractiveness and may actually have the opposite effect
given that the parks provide ideal hiding and dumping grounds for vagrants. We like
greenery as much as the next person, but considering the trade-off, we would prefer to
remove the lipstick from this pig and eliminate as much of the vegetation as possible.

For example, the many police officers and public officials
who attended the security forum didn't come just to see me.
They came to speak to ALL of us, to listen to ALL of us,
and to work with ALL of us. They came to us because
we ALL came together that night and made our collective voice heard. It's only through this team effort can
we make FMC a safer place, a better place.

SECOND, the City and HPD must continue to aggressively monitor the
Skylane Apartments in the 200 and 500 blocks of W. Alabama. I know that the City
and HPD already have their hands full with many substandard apartment complexes, but
we believe that weekly rentals such as the Skylane Apartments are inherently prone to
crime and poor conditions, and therefore deserve special attention. Frankly, the City
would do well to add ordinances to make operating weekly rentals as difficult as possible.
If the City can aggressively restrict the operations of liquor stores and sexually oriented
businesses, surely it can do the same for weekly rental apartments which are no less
harmful to communities.

SEE PAGE 7 

Interested in Forming Citizens On Patrol for FMC?
FMC?
Contact Jason Ginsburg at
www.firstmontrosecommons.com/officers
commons.com/officers
www.first
Everyone’s help is Needed!

Each of us has something to contribute to our team. Some
are willing to serve as officers, while others participate as
block captains or committee members. These roles only require a few extra hours each year, but they are crucial to the
success of our association. But even if you find yourself unable to serve in an official capacity, simply paying annual
dues to our association and regularly attending our
monthly meetings can make a world of difference.
HPD, the City of Houston, METRO, and many other authorities
listen to FMC because our association is organized, active, and
supported by many people who love our neighborhood. Please
help keep our neighborhood association strong by joining us as
we all work together to make First Montrose Commons the
best neighborhood it can be.

THIRD, with the help of Officer Pate, FMC will attempt to establish a Citizens On
Patrol program. One thing we should all take from the forum is that we have a lot of
neighbors who are willing to contribute, but they don’t know how. What number should
they call? And under what circumstances? What should they say? We are willing to look
after each other, but we lack the wherewithal to do so. Hopefully the COP program will
help.
Con
Continued on page 2…
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I know that HPD, both Constable Jurisdictions, and both Management
Districts will continue their best efforts to monitor Spur 527 and minimize
the vagrant activity around it. I and my neighbors understand that dealing
with vagrants is a hard and unglamorous task, and we are thankful that our
police officers are nevertheless committed to helping us turn this tide.
FINALLY , the City must proactively address the growing conflict
between stakeholders and social aid organizations that are
providing food and services to vagrants. If not, we’re just going to
see a rise in conflicts such as Harry C. Arthur v. The Beacon downtown.
It’s not enough for such organizations to just have good intentions. They
need to have respect for their neighbors, and they need to realize the consequence of routinely drawing hundreds of vagrants into communities.
And if they fail to voluntarily mitigate the impact of their efforts on their
neighbors, then the City of Houston must step in to regulate them. I’m all
for helping people, but not at the expense of those around me.
Again, thanks to all for your participation and your continuing contributions to our neighborhood and to Houston in general.
Jason Ginsburg
President, Director of Membership
First Montrose Commons Neighborhood Association

Don’t Miss the March FM C M eeting!
Final Historic District Boundaries &
How to Protest y our Property Taxes

Va g r a n t s A t t r a c t e d t o F M C ’s
“Live and Let Live” Attitude
S a y s S o c i a l Wo r k e r
Little to fear from Neighborhood Residents Who Rarely Question Their Intentions
A Social Worker who has worked extensively with Houston’s homeless
population shocked area residents at the Neighborhood Security Forum
when she asked, “Why do you think that so many of these folks gather in
your neighborhood?”
“Because they like how safe it is! Residents are rarely outside
in their front yards or on their porches, and very rarely
challenge them as to why they are in the neighborhood –
very unlike the treatment they get in other neighborhoods.”
Indeed! As much as we all enjoy the unique “small-town friendly”
atmosphere of FMC, perhaps it’s time we pulled up the “Welcome!” mats for
a while, and started to be a little more cautious about the people we make
to feel at home here.
Call HPD if you see a stranger walking up in your neighbor’s yard –
whether it is fenced or not. Turn on your porch lights EVERY EVENING at
twilight and LEAVE THEM LIT until after dawn.
Don’t leave ANYTHING in sight in your car – EVER – Even for “Just a
Minute”; that’s all it took a gang last week to burglarize a half dozen cars
from Greeley to Garrott. Don’t leave your gate or garage door, or worse,
your front door, open and unattended – even for “Just a Second!”
Welcome to FMC? —I think NOT!

For the Latest Information About Historic First Montrose Commons, Log on to …

It's the LAW − Pick Up the Poop
or Pay $500
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Historic District Application Update

Certified
Notices
to be mailed

Early March
AS PART OF OUR APPLICATION TO BECOME A CITY
OF HOUSTON DESIGNATED HISTORIC DISTRICT,
Certified Notices will be mailed to all owners of properties
within the boundaries of the proposed First Montrose
Commons Historic District, beginning the first week of March,
2010. Property owners will be informed of the scope of the
proposed District, as well as the schedule for the required
Public Hearings.
We anticipate that our application will be presented
at the April 8th meeting of HAHC.
Additional information about this important step will be distributed
at the March FMC meeting and published on the website and in the
April newsletter.

@ Begins April 5, 2010 E

City Requires Special
Biodegradable Bags for
Leaves & Yard Clippings
Houston residents will be required to purchase special City-approved biodegradable plastic bags for yard clippings and leaves beginning April 5th.
Bags cost around $5 for a box of six bags, and are available at local grocery
stores. Approved bags have a City of Houston Approved logo clearly visible
on the outside of each bag. The City will not collect yard clippings
placed in any other containers or bags. Residents who do not comply
with the new ordinance are subject to stiff fines.
The ordinance is part of a program to divert as much waste as possible
from landfills. Yard clippings collected in the special bags will be taken directly to a company which has contracted to convert them into mulch. For
additional information and locations where you can purchase the
required bags, check out the Solid Waste Department website at:
http://www.houstonsolidwaste.org/
For the Latest Information About Historic First Montrose Commons, Log on to …
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Highlights of February’s FMC Meeting

Tuesday, March 16th,
16th, 7:00pm
LABRADOR RESTAURANT

Next Meeting:

Nearly 100 Citizens & Officials Fill Auditorium

Longstanding Problems Along
Spur 527 Prompt Passionate
Discussion of Potential Solutions
February 16, 2009—by Mary Anne McBrayer, Secretary—OUR F EBRUARY MEETING WAS
ACTUALLY A FORUM ON NEIGHBORHOOD SECURITY and Jason welcomed and introduced a number of invited guests, people “concerned about community, people
watching out for us.” He thanked HSPVA for hosting the meeting and Principal
Dr. Scott Allen and Assistant Principal Larry Trout for their assistance. The
meeting was prompted by the recent murder of Myra Ical in our neighborhood.
Other conditions which prompted this forum included vagrancy, begging, drugs
(use and sales), prostitution, public urination and sex acts. There are also a
number of social assistance organizations in our area, which attract some of
these people. Vacant lots, particularly around Spur 527 are a problem as well as
some of the physical features of the Spur e.g., the vegetation, which invites its
use for what should be private acts. Tolerating these conditions has resulted in
low-grade crimes and is leading to major offences such as assault and now murder. This murder actually occurred on the east side of the Spur, in the vacant lot
behind the Texaco station at Richmond and the Spur. It is our hope that the city
and county can find means to control the areas around the Spur. The meeting
was then opened to comments and questions from our guests and from Montrose residents.
Harris County Precinct 7 Constable May Walker offered recommendations for
the area: 1) lights in the vacant lots, 2) get with the service station and request
they not allow vagrants to wash cars on their property, hoping this will get rid of
the vagrants, 3) the day labor employment center on Main St. should not allow
job seekers to queue up overnight; they camp there.
Sgt. Rich Wilson from the Westheimer Storefront said they are aware of the
Spur problem. At one point, over a six-month period, there were 52 arrests (46
people) at the Richmond/Spur and W Alabama/Spur locations. These 46 people
had a combined history of over 500 arrests, from theft to aggravated assault to
homicide. He encouraged everyone to call in any suspicious activity to him at
713-284-8604. Councilmember Adams said her office wants to be notified also.
Residents expressed their thanks to CM Adams for her interest and support of
the community.
TxDOT Director of Maintenance Quincy Allen was asked how lighting can be
improved at the Spur and what can be done about the dense vegetation. TxDOT
built the Spur and did the landscaping.
Landscaping for the project was $800,000
and they felt it was one of their best jobs.
However, they will start next week (week
of February 21) to trim and remove trash

Neighborhood Security Forum hosted by FMC fills auditorium at HSPVA with concerned
citizens and officials committed to reducing crime along Spur 527. Officers from HPD,
METRO PD, and Harris County Pct. 7 Constable’s Office were present.

and will work with the Constable’s and Mayor’s offices to accomplish what
needs to be done to bring more visibility to the area.
Steve Longmire had produced a map of the area with superimposed figures representing crimes in the FMC area. He called attention to the fact that 53% of all
crimes in the neighborhood are in the 200 block of W Alabama and the 400
block of Richmond. The Skylane Apartments at 219 and 502 W Alabama have
criminal activities from drug deals to prostitution at almost any time of the day
or night. There are city codes for apartments and the city does have an inspection program. Based on reported crimes, apartment owners can be given a remedial action plan for cleaning up their property to see what can be done about
the criminal activity. This plan must be followed for 12 months. Owners can be
fined $500 to $2000 depending on the violation of rules.
Assistant District Attorney Denise Bradley was asked about prosecution of these
criminals. She said the Legislature has decriminalized some acts and the police
and district attorney’s office have to follow rules set down by the Legislature.
Officer Wayne Pate of the Westheimer Storefront offered to help FMC and any of
our adjacent neighborhoods to develop a Citizens on Patrol organization. It will
mean volunteering on our part but definitely helps neighborhood security.
If you want a security checkup of your home, contact the Storefront and they
will evaluate your property from a security aspect.
Jason wound up discussion by thanking everyone for coming and noting
that 1) TxDOT and the city should work together to eliminate the
vegetation and improve lighting along the Spur and 2) something needs to
be done about the Skylane apartments and the fact that they are attracting
criminal activities. He closed the meeting
by asking for a round of applause for our
invited guests.
The meeting adjourned at 9:02 pm.

Sgt. Rich Wilson (LEFT) and CM Wanda Adams (RIGHT) were among the many officials who addressed a
capacity crowd at the FMC Neighborhood Security Forum, pledging to continue efforts to improve security along Spur 527, and emphasized need for community participation in these efforts.
NOTE—This article is a news summary of the February 16, 2010 FMC meeting and does not constitute the official

minutes of that meeting. Persons who wish to obtain a copy of the minutes may do so by contacting Mary Anne
McBrayer, FMC Secretary via the website at www.firstmontrosecommons.com/officers.

For the Latest Information About Historic First Montrose Commons, Log on to …
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C I T I Z E N PA T R O L
Interested in forming a Citizen Patrol for FMC?
Contact Jason Ginsburg at
www.firstmontrosecommons.com/officers..
The Houston Police
Department is committed to
using volunteers to enhance
the delivery of police service
through the Department’s
Police Volunteer Initiatives
Program. An important
component of the Police
Volunteer Initiatives
Program is CITIZEN PATROL.
The Houston Police Department
is concerned about crime in your
neighborhood. Many Citizen Patrol groups are now operating in communities throughout the city in an effort to bring together the citizens and the police for a common goal. That
goal is to improve the quality of life for area residents by preventing, reducing, or eliminating crime. Citizen Patrol groups are designed to provide a
means for citizens to organize into patrol groups for the purpose of reducing crime in their community. The value of police – citizen cooperation is
well illustrated by the success of Citizen Patrol programs nationwide.

Don’t Miss the March FM C M eeting!
Laura M ull en expl ains
How to successf ully
Protest your Property Taxes

Goals of Citizen Patrol
• To provide an effective method of addressing neighborhood
crimes and neighborhood decline.
• To promote a friendly and safer neighborhood environment
while respecting the privacy and rights of all citizens.
• To encourage awareness and provide improved
communication among neighbors.
• To upgrade the quality of life and property values in the area.
Minimum Qualifications and Standards for Police Volunteers—Citizen Patrol
• 18 years of age or older
• Valid Texas Driver License
• Pass Police Department background check
• Must be trained by the Houston Police Department
Neighborhood Citizen Patrol Qualifications
• Designate a coordinator
• Recommendation of at least 16 people participating in
program
• Commitment from the group to patrol a minimum of 60 hours
per month
• Submit a monthly report detailing the group’s activity
• Submit a clearly marked map outlining the area to be patrolled
http://www.houstontx.gov/police/pdfs/cp_brochure.pdf

For the Latest Information About Historic First Montrose Commons, Log on to …
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In the Neighborhood
Law Firm to Reno
Renovate
711 West Alabama
FEBRUARY 4, 2010—PLANS TO BUILD
AN INTERNATIONAL YOUTH HOSTEL
AT 711 WEST ALABAMA ARE NOT TO
BE, AS THE LAW FIRM OF KENNEDY
HODGES, L.L.P. HAS PURCHASED THE
PROPERTY for use as offices and

HSPVA
Piano Ensemble Concert
Friday, March 5, 7:00 pm
Spring Dance Concert
Thursday, March 11, 4:00 pm
Friday, March 12, 7:30 pm
Spring Jazz Festival
Friday, March 19, 7:30 pm

intends to restore it to a style more in keeping with its original architecture.
Representatives from the firm contacted FMC early in the process, soliciting
any records or documents showing the building’s original façade before the
mid-century modern brick face was placed. Please join us in welcoming
Kennedy Hodges, L.L.P. to First Montrose Commons, and extend our appreciation to them for their respect of our neighborhood’s rich architecHouston Center for Contemporary Craft (Free)
tural history as they revitalize this long-vacant property.
Iron: Forged, Tempered, Quenched!
Through May 16
Michael Peterson: Evolution/Revolution
March 27 – July 2
ClayHouston Exhibit
March 27 – May 23

Houston Museum of Natural Science
Spirits & Headhunters: Vanishing Worlds of the Amazon
Through March 28
Fabergé: Imperial Jeweler to the Tsars
Through April 4

Museum of Fine Arts
The Best of the MFAH: An Online Exhibition
Currently on view: Curators’ Recommendations: MFAH Artworks You
Absolutely, Positively, Must See
Houston’s Sergeants: Part of “An American Season”
On view through May 9
Prendergras in Italy: Part of “An American Season”
On view through May 9

Contemporary Arts Museum
Barkley L. Hendricks: Birth of the Cool
January 29—April 18

The Menil Collection
Maurizio Cattelan: Contemporary Italian artist Maurizio Cattelan
(b. 1960) is known for his witty embrace of semantic shifts that result
from imaginative plays with materials, objects, and actions
February 12–August 15

Yard of the Month

305 Sul Ross
For the Latest Information About Historic First Montrose Commons, Log on to …
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PIP Reports of Criminal Activity
BY TOM M CBRAYER
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7 1 3- 2 24 - COPS
713-224-2677

METRO!

CALL

“ What I would like to see is that if any resident
notices anything unusual or ‘suspicious’ in the area,
#MPD
simply call the Police. Now if this involves a
METRO bus stop or shelter, then call METRO Police
and they will dispatch officers to that location. I know it sounds
redundant–these times call for citizens in the neighborhood
acting together to clean up crime. Community policing comes to
mind as in if you see something, say something. The more you
call the police the more this gets on the radar. Just remember, we as
Police need help in catching these guys.

C el l Ph o n e:

Make sure everyone relates the following to any police dispatcher or officer to
help identify the bad guy when we arrive.
1. Description of the ‘suspicious’ person (i.e. clothing, height, etc)
2. What makes this suspicious (wandering around, looking in yards, etc)
3. Location the person is now and if walking, what direction.

Lastly, we need a witness or complainant. Example—someone urinating in public. We arrive on scene but the bad guy is no longer doing
that activity. We did not witness it and therefore can’t prove this
event took place. We will need a witness or complainant to testify this
in fact happened. With a witness we can now arrest or cite this person and take care of the issue. Without a witness/complainant our
hands are tied and we must release them.”

Officer Larry Boggus

P OLICE S EEK P UBLIC ’ S H ELP

University Rail Corridor
METRO Department of Public Safety
Houston, Texas 77002

Bright Homes Deter Crime
LIGHT UP YOUR PORCH!
Imme diate crimi nal a ctivit y

call 911
The Houston Police Department is
seeking help from the public in the case
of the homicide of Myra Chanel Ical,
whose murdered body showed signs of a
defensive struggle, and was found
January 18 th in a vacant field in the
4300 block of Garrott in Houston.
Anyone with information is asked to call
Houston Crime Stoppers at 713713-222222-8477
or the Homicide Division at 713713-308308-3600.
3600
Callers may remain anonymous.
Please refer to incident #8280510-F.

HPD Non-emergency
713-884-3131
Westheimer HPD Storefront
713713-284284-8604
A pattern of repetitive suspicious activity or
behavior —

713-247-4400
ask to speak to the Sergeant, and
Request an “Action Alert”.
Alert”
You can also email HPD Central Patrol with tips or
concerns—

centralpatrol1district@cityofhouston.net

JANUARY
LOCATION

CRIME

PREMISES

200
W Alabama
200
W Alabama
400
W Alabama
500
W Alabama
300
Sul Ross
500
Branard
500
Branard
500
Branard
800
Sul Ross
800
Colquitt
4100
Jack
4000
Stanford
4100
Montrose

Robbery

Apartment

Auto theft

Apartment parking lot

Theft

Apartment parking lot

Robbery

Construction site

Burglary

Apartment

Theft

Apartment parking lot

Theft

Apartment parking lot

Theft

Apartment parking lot

Auto theft

Street

Theft

Apartment parking lot

Theft

Apartment parking lot

Burglary

High school

Robbery

Parking lot

DATE
TIME
01.16
8:00 pm
01.29
1:00 am
01.27
5:00 pm
01.07
2:00 pm
01.11
2:00 pm
01.27
5:00 am
01.13
3:00 am
01.19
5:00 am
01.21
1:00 am
01.18
8:00 am
01.19
5:00 am
01.19
8:00 am
01.21
8:00 am

AT FIRST GLANCE, IT WOULD BE A TYPICAL MONTH EXCEPT FOR
TWO THINGS: NO NARCOTICS OR DWI VIOLATIONS
REPORTED;NO CRIMES ON
RICHMOND REPORTED. Both
narcotics and DWI still occur, of
course, but are no longer listed for
the PIP monthly postings.
Richmond between Spur 527 and
Montrose is still within the 1A20
Beat. The 400 block is in the
South Central District, 10H30
Beat. However, crimes in the 400
block of Richmond were
previously available in our
report, but not any more. And, in
checking the South Central
District, there was not one
reported crime on Richmond. I
also looked at the reports back to
June 2009 and the reports listed
no narcotics violations. Looks like
they’ve been deleted. Something
is changing.

For the Latest Information About Historic First Montrose Commons, Log on to …
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BOWL
www.eatatbowl.com
832-582-7218

D & Q MINIMART
806 Richmond
713-526-4451

estafeta®
610 West Alabama
713-218-6600

FREDERICK BUILDERS
frederick2020@sbcglobal.net
281-392-9111

IBC BANK
3900 Montrose Boulevard
713-285-2195

AApprriill

March
I
M
P
O
R
T
A
N
T
D
A
T
E
S

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

Sun

Mon

Tue

28

1 Trash

2 Rodeo
Begins

3

4

5

6

7

8 Trash
Recycle

9

10 TREE
WASTE

11

12

13

4

5 Trash
Recycle

6

14

15 Trash

16

17

18

19

20

11

12 Trash

13

FMC Mtg

21 Rodeo 22 Trash
Ends Recycle

23

28

30

29 Trash

31

25

26 Black Lab
27
7pm
March 16th

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

7 JUNK
WASTE

8

9

10

14

15

16

17

21

22

23

FOR
24

MUST USE BIODEGRADABLE YARD BAGS

FMC Mtg

FMC Meeting
24

Wed

JAY S. GINSBURG, P.C.

18
25

19 Trash
Recycle

20

26 Trash

27

HAHC HEARIN
HEARING
FMC HD

28

28

www.jayginsburglaw.com
713-665-2181

MULLEN CONSULTING, LLC
www.mullenconsulting.net
713-526-5978

MONTROSE COUNSELING CENTER
www.montrosecounselingcenter.org
713-529-0037

30

PRIME TREES, INC.

Time
to
Renew!
2010
FMC
Dues
Still
Just

$10

primetrees@sbcglobal.net
713-781-8733

PURE POTENTIAL LIVING MASSAGE
www.purepotentialliving.com
713-249-6523

ROBIN’S NEST
4100 Greeley
713-528-5821

UST DINING SERVICE
3909 Graustark
713-525-3573

DR. JIM WHEELER
4100 Milam
713-797-9200
Contact any FMC Officer at
www.fi rst montr os ecommon s.com/offi cers .

For the Latest Information About Historic First Montrose Commons, Log on to …
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