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PRESERVING OUR HISTORY
PROTECTING OUR FUTURE

3903 Sul Ross

“Two weeks from today, potholes
that are properly reported to the
YES
city's 311 help and information line
will be assessed and addressed by
the next business day.”
– Sylvester Turner, January 4, 2016 Inaugural Speech

Sylvester Turner made some bold and forwardthinking promises – reminiscent of days past when
City Leaders often promised— and delivered —the
seemingly impossible to Houstonians.
The inauguration of a new City Administration and Council poses significant challenges for First Montrose Commons. Our Street Reconstruction
Project remains behind schedule, and continues to be leapfrogged for
funding by more recently approved projects.
Our City Councilmember, Ellen Cohen, was named Mayor Pro Tem, thus
adding even more responsibilities to her duties. Thus, we must be even
more engaged in FMC’s efforts to advocate on behalf of our
neighborhood to assure we don’t get lost in the new rush to fix Houston’s
problems. After all, isn’t 13 years long enough to wait for the City to

honor its promise to rebuild FMC’s Streets?
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Grass Roots Efforts pay off for Neartown Association Neighborhoods

TIRZ 27 – “the Montrose TIRZ” Approved
New Board of Directors Approved
DECEMBER 9, 2015- Initially

tagged by CM Kubosh, the ordinance establishing TIRZ 27 – “the Montrose TIRZ”
passed unanimously when CM Kubosh later rescinded his tag during the Council Meeting. Ordinance 20151257 established 2015 as the Zero Base Year for TIRZ 27, enabling the zone to capture much of the
incremental value increase that has resulted from the tremendous development in Montrose this year. The
effective date of the Ordinance was December 15, 2015.
On December 16, 2015, outgoing Mayor Anise Parker named the seven members of the Board of Directors
of TIRZ 27, and her nominations were approved unanimously by Council.

From the Minutes of that Council Meeting—

10. REQUEST from Mayor for confirmation of the appointment of the following individuals to
the BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF REINVESTMENT ZONE NUMBER TWENTY-SEVEN,
CITY OF HOUSTON, TEXAS (MONTROSE ZONE):
Position One - LISA W. HUNT, for a term to expire 12/31/2017
Position Two - CAROLINE BETH GARRY, for a term to expire 12/31/2016
Position Three - JOE DOUGLAS WEBB, for a term to expire 12/31/2017
Position Four - STEPHEN C. COSTELLO, for a term to expire 12/31/2016, and to serve as
Chair
Position Five - PAUL HINTON DICKERSON, for a term to expire 12/31/2017
Position Six - JACQUELINE S. MARTIN, for a term to expire 12/31/2016
Position Seven - ANN KATHERINE HUBBARD, for a term to expire 12/31/2017
- was presented, moved by Council Member Green and seconded by Council Member Bradford,
all voting aye, nays none. Mayor Parker and Council Member Costello absent. Mayor Pro Tem
Gonzalez presiding. MOTION 2015-0881 ADOPTED

As with any appointed body, it will be the community’s responsibility to attend Board Meetings, and
insure open and transparent operation over the thirty year life of the TIRZ.

Just In Time

The establishment of TIRZ 27 could not have come soon enough for most Montrose
residents. Plagued in 2015 by 81” of rainfall (nearly double our normal), as well as numerous
water main breaks (the one at W Alabama and Garrott has been recurring for weeks now!), it
is beginning to seem that the first project for the new TIRZ might be the construction of a
large ark! Anyone know how to convert cubits into inches???.
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November 2015 FMC Election Results

Board Re-Elected following Vigorous
Discussion
The November 2015 meeting of First Montrose Commons was less well
attended than recent meetings, due in large part to the inclement weather
preceding the meeting. Nevertheless, a vigorous discussion of ways to
improve our recruitment and retention of Active Members ensued before it
was generally agreed that we must do more to engage residents and
businesses in efforts to improve First Montrose Commons.
Proposals for a Wine & Cheese Fundraiser as well as a neighborhood Garden
Tour were floated, and left to be decided after the holidays.
Steve Longmire opened the floor for nominations to fill the 2016 Board of
Directors. Following some additional discussion from members, a motion to
re-elect all presently serving Board Members to serve another term passed
unanimously. Several members of the Board then voiced their concerns that
more folks do not run for office, and offered to help mentor anyone
interested in running later in 2016.
Discussion then turned to the decrease in total Active paid Membership in
2015 when compared to 2014’s record membership. It was pointed out that
2015 was the first year in which FMC has not published and delivered a
printed newsletter each month to every residence in the neighborhood.
Steve Longmire asked for suggestions about how we can more effectively
market First Montrose Commons to our residents, and requested that
anyone interested in helping to do this should contact him or David Turner
to set up a time to discuss their ideas.

Welcome Our Newest
Corporate Member-

Dr. Eric Nolen
Opens Neighborhood
Family Practice & Joins as
FMC Corporate Member
Dr. Eric Nolen, MD MBA has opened his
Family Practice, the Montrose Medical
Clinic at 619 Richmond Avenue @ Greeley
St, and is currently accepting new patients.
Dr. Nolen wants to become involved in the
neighborhood, and joined as FMC’s
newest Corporate Member very shortly
after asking about FMC!
Trained at UTMB Galveston, and Board
Certified in Family Medicine, Dr. Nolen
recently left his position at UTMB, seeking
to provide a more relaxed and personal
level of care to his patients than was
possible in a university setting.
Give him a call at his office 832-668-5833,
or check out this website:
www.montrosedoc.com

The meeting adjourned with the invitation to Robin Smith’s Annual Holiday
Party for FMC at the Robin’s Nest in December.

You can now join or renew your active membership in First Montrose
Commons. Our dues remain the lowest of any active civic association at
just $10 per person per year (far less than you spent on coffee or
bottled water!)
You can join online at firstmontrosecommons.org, or in person at any
of our meetings. Your paid membership enables FMC to effectively
lobby City Council on behalf of everyone in the neighborhood. Our
active participation in First Montrose Commons is an easy, effective
way to keep informed about neighborhood and area infrastructure and
security issues and efforts to improve them.

JOIN FIRST MONTROSE COMMONS –

DO IT NOW!

Our social network works for you!

Montrose Medical Clinic
619 Richmond Avenue @ Greeley St.

Our Corporate Members provide
substantial support to the efforts of First
Montrose Commons to preserve, improve
and protect our neighborhood. Won’t you
take a moment to return the favor and
patronize their businesses?
Strong neighborhood businesses help
build strong neighborhoods!
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bravokeyandlock@yahoo.com

Dr. Eric Nolen, MD MBA
Board Certified in Family Medicine

The Montrose Medical Clinic

To Robin & the Ladies at

619 Richmond Avenue

Robin’s Nest
for hosting the
2015 FMC Holiday Party
and once again
making it FMC’s
most enjoyable
tradition!

832.668.5883

www.montrosedoc.com
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What’s your favorite? The top 10 Houston restaurants for 2015 according to
Allison Cook (Chronicle) include #2 Oxheart, #3 Pan America, Hugo’s and our
very own BCN on Roseland.
The old Eatsie Boys location, as we know, was taken over by the Black Lab.
The revamp is almost complete. It’s to be — a Bar! Don’t worry, you can still
get to the main dining room without going outside, just like Canopy/Wood
Bar.
With the Texas Medical Center hospitals offering a $10,000 signing bonus for
registered nurses, help is on the way. The University of St. Thomas School
of Nursing will soon have a new home. The School opened several years ago
in temporary buildings. Now, construction has started on a new facility on
Yoakum — the old soccer field. The nursing school will be included in the new
STEM building, Science, Technology, Engineering, Math.

by Tom McBrayer

Anyone tried Drew’s BBQ yet? It’s the newest around and it’s in the old house
on Richmond at Roseland. They’re open Wednesday through Saturday.
Looking for cheap eats? The Houston Press (November 12) has a top ten list
to choose from. We’ve always had some of the outstanding — read expensive
— restaurants in Houston. Now try the other end. Six are on Westheimer, two
on Montrose, all in the Hood. Listed are: Little Bigs, 4621 Montrose; BB’s

Café, 2710 Montrose; Aladdin Mediterranean Cuisine, 912 Westheimer;
El Real Tex-Mex, 1201 Westheimer; Dolce Vita Pizzeria & Enoteca,
500 Westheimer; and Paulie’s, 1834 Westheimer.
While we’re on Westheimer, did you know that it’s the longest street in
Houston? The lower section was originally Hathaway, which fits right in with
Avondale and Stratford, the two streets to the north.
Are you ready for this? Montrose is getting its own craft brewery right
around the corner from Boheme Café & Wine Bar on Fairview. Boheme’s
owner will produce the brew on the spot. BrewHeme is the name of the
brewery and is a subtle (very) take-off on Bo “heme.”

Houston Center for Contemporary Craft (FREE) — http://www.crafthouston.org
Three exhibits open February 5:

Found Subjects, Works by Sondar Sherman; Mixed and Mastered: Turntable
Kitsch;
and open studios by HCCC’s current resident artists.
Houston Museum of Natural Science — http://www.hmns.org
Wide Angle: The World through My Eyes –Currently Viewing
Spies, Traitors, Saboteurs: Fear and Freedom in America –Currently Viewing
Contemporary Arts Museum — http://camh.org/exhibitions/current
Jennifer C. Jones Compilation - through March 27
The Menil Collection (FREE) —http://www.menil.org

MicroCosmos/Details from the Carpenter Collection of Arctic Art,
-through February 21

The Infinity Machine – An installation in the Byzantine Fresco Chapel

Who you gonna call?
Emergencies -Life, Property in
IMMEDIATE DANGER



Non-emergency Police
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IF YOU LIVE, OWN PROPERTY, OR RUN A BUSINESS
IN THE AREA ABOVE, WE WANT YOU TO JOIN OUR
EFFORTS TO KEEP FMC THE BEST PLACE TO BE!
Residents pay only $10 per person per year.
Businesses can choose from three levels of membership
from $50 - $500 per year.

Tuesday, January 19, 7:00-8:00pm
Room 101 – HSPVA
FMC Neighborhood Update
Tuesday, February 16, 2015 - 7:00-8:00pm

January FMC MEETING AGENDA

Room 101 - HSPVA

General Announcements.
President’s Report on FMC
Break for Membership Renewals
Open Forum for Discussion

Tuesday, March 15, 2015- 7:00-8:00pm
Room 101 - HSPVA

1. Parking on any street for more than 24 hours.
2. Parking blocking ANY portion of ANY sidewalk – EVER.
3. Parking between the sidewalks and the curb.
4. Parking within 20 feet of ANY intersection.
5. Parking within 30 feet of STOP sign or crosswalk.
6. Parking facing the wrong way.

Not even for “just a minute!”
The STREET

IS NOT

YOUR GARAGE

