March 2016
V22 No3

PRESERVING OUR HISTORY
PROTECTING OUR FUTURE

618 Sul Ross

YES

Want New Streets & Sidewalks?
Attend CIP Mtg – Wed March 9

Contents
F M C
M E E T I N G
Tuesday, March 15 • 7:00pm
The Montrose Center

See Page 2 for details 

The Montrose Center Continues
as FMC Neighborhood Patron
A longti me an d l oyal neigh borho o d fri end, The Mo ntro se
Center ha s rene we d i ts su ppor t for F MC as a Nei ghborh oo d
Patr on – the hi ghe st le vel o f Cor porate Me mbershi p.

Our sincere thanks t o An n R obins on and her w onderful
team for dem ons trating w hat true commu nity is abou t!
Check out their website for upcoming activities and programs - http://www.montrosecenter.org/

Wait for it …
CIP 400-NSR 467 is out for bids! Bids are to
be received and opened by March 24, 2016. We
still must attend the CIP Meeting to be sure this deadline
doesn’t “slip”.
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Want New Streets & Sidewalks?

Attend the CIP MEETING MARCH 9th
If you only attend One meeting this year – THIS IS IT!

FMC

ORIGINALLY PETITIONED AND WAS APPROVED TO HAVE ITS STREET

RECONSTRUCTED 4,730 DAYS AGO. Every year since 2003, FMC Board
Members attended District CIP meetings – both in District D and District C.
We met with Councilmembers through their entire terms of office. We met with Public Works officials
through several administrations. All promised us “soon”, “not long now”, “you have to wait a little
longer”. The FMC petition is among the last of the old projects still not begun under an old system
that required us to obtain petition signatures for reconstruction. Too many projects introduced into
the system after ours have been completed whilst ours was repeatedly reprioritized or delayed.

Now we are once again on the verge of having our dangerously inadequate streets, drainage and sidewalks
rebuilt. The City has advertised CIP 400 NSR 467 (the project designation for FMC) for bids. Prospective
contractors have been seen surveying FMC to prepare their bids for this project. The bids are scheduled to
be received and opened March 24, 2016. So we should all be very happy – right?

Not So Fast!
We’ve been here before – in 2014 the project was actually bid and awarded – only to be cancelled at the
eleventh hour because “utilities have to be relocated first and that is more complicated than anticipated.”
The City promised us September 14, 2014, that the project would be rebid at the end of 2015 or early 2016,
with construction to begin in April 2016. They also promised that FMC representatives could attend biweekly
update meetings with the contractors and PWE. We attended exactly two such meetings-the last of which
occurred February 2015. We attended the District C CIP Meeting in March 2015, and this was the last time
the City of Houston has met with FMC about the project.
Indeed, FMC has been left to its own resources to meet individually with contractors operating in the
neighborhood to resolve difficulties and find solutions to problems one might expect the City to have
handled.
So, dear Neighbors, as the fourth President of First Montrose Commons to have shepherded this project, I
urge you in the strongest possible terms to show up for the 2016 edition of the District C CIP Meeting,

Wednesday, March 9, 2016 at the West Gray MultiService Center, 1475 West Gray, from 6:30-8:00pm.
Please look for FMC representatives at the meeting – we’d like for everyone from the neighborhood to sit
together and to wear a CIP 400 NSR 467 name tag.
Once again, we have a new Mayor and Council to educate about the long and tragic history of our project,
and to exercise our Constitutional Rights to “petition the government for redress of our grievances”.

Our streets and Sidewalks are not safe or suitable. Our drainage is not adequate.
Our safety is at stake.
See you Wednesday Night!

Please join or renew now – your neighborhood is depending on you.
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Montrose Security Alliance Ceases Operation
March 1, 2016
Feb 29, 2016—The Montrose Security Alliance is discontinuing its

security patrol effective March 1st.
What began as an effort to contractually bind 176 of the 352 distinct real
properties in First Montrose Commons to pay $365 a year, to fund 5 hours of
security patrol every day, slowly devolved into an effort to collect contributions of
$365 a year from 89 property owners, to fund 5 hours of security patrol every
other day. And while the organizers of the MSA patrol kept lowering expectations
in terms of funding, we believe that many neighbors who contributed never
significantly lowered their expectations in terms of performance, thereby creating
a disconnect which would make rallying 89 contributors for another patrol year
exceedingly difficult. The matter is further clouded by the fact that the MSA was
never able to collect from about 5% of the 89 property owners who agreed to
contribute, which hampered our ability to obtain yard signs for contributors and
magnetic shields for the officers’ cars while on patrol.
While it is substantially clear that the MSA would not be able to achieve funding
for another patrol year, that’s not the primary reason why the patrol is being
halted at this time. The fact is that I, as the MSA’s President and prime organizer,
am unable to continue to effectively manage the patrol because I am moving out
of First Montrose Commons this spring.
After paying our officers for February’s patrol, we intend to refund the balance
remaining in the MSA’s account to actual contributors on a pro rata basis. For the
majority of people who contributed $365 to the patrol, the result for them would
be a refund of $173.82. However, contributors may also choose to donate their
refund to First Montrose Commons Neighborhood Association, as I will do with my
own share. Though First Montrose Commons Neighborhood Association is and
always has been separate and distinct from the Montrose Security Alliance, both
organizations have always shared the same goal of improving our neighborhood,
so I believe that the remainder of my own MSA contribution would be best utilized
by FMC in accordance with its original purpose – and I hope you feel the same
way. Please contact me regarding whether you would like your MSA refund return
to you or donated to FMC. If I do not hear from you by April 1st , your MSA refund
will be made payable to you and sent to your mailing address.
In retrospect, the 75 hours MSA officers put in each month was certainly better
than nothing at all, yet still not good enough to fulfill neighbors’ wishes regarding
security. I realize that our aspirations were not met, and I want to be personally
accountable for the results, whatever they may be. I will be available at First
Montrose Commons Neighborhood Association’s March membership meeting to
answer any questions and receive all feedback. I know that many of you will have
similar questions or issues, so I will forego responding to individual queries in
favor of speaking with everyone altogether at the meeting on March 15th, at 7pm,
at the Montrose Center.
For all of those who actually contributed to the Montrose Security Alliance, I
appreciate your faith in our endeavor, and I personally apologize for not delivering
in the manner that I would’ve liked.
Very truly yours,
Jason I. Ginsburg, Director & President
Montrose Security Alliance, Inc., a Texas non-profit corporation

Ed. Note – Jason sent an email, excerpted above, to all members of the
Montrose Security Alliance Feb 29. The demise of the MSA further
emphasizes the importance of every person who lives in FMC joining
FMC so that together we can work to keep our neighborhood safe.

JOIN FIRST MONTROSE
COMMONS –

DO IT NOW!

Our social network
works for you!
DISTRICT C
CIP MEETING
Wednesday

March 9, 2016
6:30-8:00pm

West Gray Multi-Service Center

1645 West Gray
Arrive Early -- Limited Parking
Look for Folks from FMC and
sit as a group.

How Long Does It Take?
Houston Ship Channel
– Begun 1910, Opened 1914
South Texas Nuclear Project
–Approved 1973, Online 1988
NASA Apollo Mission
–Mandated 1963, Landed on Moon 1969
City of Houston CIP 0400 NSR 467
–Approved 2003,
–-Weeeeeee’re Waaaaiting!

All that is necessary for the triumph
of evil is that good men do nothing.
The Montrose Security Alliance is not the first
endeavor to establish and maintain a
privately funded security patrol in First
Montrose Commons. Indeed, we once paid
for Constable Deputy Patrols in FMC. Sadly,
both met a similar end – not enough people
cared enough to spend money to protect
their and their neighbors’ safety. Thus we are
left to hope that the City can somehow
double the number of HPD officers
– with no increase in taxes, of course!
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bravokeyandlock@yahoo.com

Commercial Members
help us keep our
neighborhood special!
Please patronize these special
businesses who support us.

Dr. Eric Nolen, MD MBA
Board Certified in Family Medicine

The Montrose Medical Clinic

If you own a business and
wish to become a
commercial member of
First Montrose Commons,
please contact us via
our web page:

619 Richmond Avenue

832.668.5883

www.montrosedoc.com
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One of the real jewels of Montrose dining several years back was Bistro Vino
— W Alabama and Roseland. The leafy patio was the scene of many weddings
and receptions. Then the owner retired and the property was remodeled by
the new owner, The Right Step, as a dining hall. Well, it’s back on the market.
What will it be? Fine Dining or a tear down? Like the sign reads, “33978 sq ft
available”.
The latest on Cane Russo, Richmond at Yoakum, has an opening set for late
summer/early fall. If you’ve forgotten, Cane Russo supplies the best pizza in
Dallas, and is now expanding to Houston with two locations. The Heights spot
will open in April.
The Plant It Forward Farms project at UST is into its spring planting mode.
The winter crop of greens has been good and now the peas, beans and
tomatoes, etc. are going in the ground. The market is open every Saturday, 10
am to 2 pm.

by Tom McBrayer

Meet me at Charley’s at 5:00! Another new neighborhood bar that’s really in
the ‘hood. The long-time-in-coming libation station at the Black Lab looks like
it’s ready to go. Draft beer taps have been installed, bar stools in place, hours
posted — open at 5 pm every day. And the name is on the door — Charley’s.
Now the burning question is , who’s Charley?

The High School for the Performing and Visual Arts – http://hspva.org
Spring Piano Concert, March 9, 7:00 pm
Spring Dance Concert, March 10, 11, 7:00 pm
Houston Center for Contemporary Craft (FREE) — http://www.crafthouston.org

Found Subjects, Works by Sondar Sherman;
Mixed and Mastered: Turntable Kitsch;
At Your Service – all through May 8
Houston Museum of Natural Science — http://www.hmns.org
Wide Angle: The World through My Eyes –Currently Viewing
Spies, Traitors, Saboteurs: Fear and Freedom in America –Currently Viewing
Contemporary Arts Museum — http://camh.org/exhibitions/current
Jennifer C. Jones Compilation - through March 27
Houston Museum of Fine Arts – http://www.mfah.org

Sculptured in Steel: Art Deco Automobiles and Motorcycles , 1929-1940, Through May 30
The Menil Collection (FREE) —http://www.menil.org

The Precarious – Through May 2

Who you gonna call?
Emergencies -Life, Property in
What one thing do you think is best about
First Montrose Commons, and should not be
changed?
What one thing would you most like to change in FMC?
Please take a little time to carefully consider these two questions. We will discuss
them during the March 15 FMC meeting. If you wish, you may email your
thoughtful answers to president@firstmontrosecommons.org

IMMEDIATE DANGER



Non-emergency Police
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IF YOU LIVE, OWN PROPERTY, OR RUN A BUSINESS
IN THE AREA ABOVE, WE WANT YOU TO JOIN OUR
EFFORTS TO KEEP FMC THE BEST PLACE TO BE!
Residents pay only $10 per person per year.
Businesses can choose from three levels of membership
from $50 - $500 per year.

March FMC MEETING AGENDA

Wednesday, March 9, 2016 – 6:30-8:00pm
District C CIP Meeting – 1475 West Gray
Tuesday, March15, 2016 - 7:00-8:00pm
Room 106 – The Montrose Center
(Branard at Bute Street)

Construction Road Closure Update
April Foolishness Plans – inc. LIVE entertainment!
CIP Meeting Briefing
Security Questions

Monday, April 11, 2016- 6:00-8:00pm
4 th Annual April Foolishness Street Party
700 block West Main

1. Parking on any street for more than 24 hours.
2. Parking blocking ANY portion of ANY sidewalk – EVER.
3. Parking between the sidewalks and the curb.
4. Parking within 20 feet of ANY intersection.
5. Parking within 30 feet of STOP sign or crosswalk.
6. Parking facing the wrong way.

Not even for “just a minute!”
The STREET

IS NOT

YOUR GARAGE

