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FMC Information

he Preconstruction Meeting for NSR-467, originally scheduled for

Wednesday, October 5, was cancelled. Although we did not receive any official
communication from the City, reliable sources say we should expect a community
meeting notice this month from our Council Office.
Suffice it to say that we should expect construction to begin “sometime soon”, and
that this will involve significant disruptions in neighborhood traffic, parking
and walking as at last our crumbling infrastructure is completely replaced.
Sorry we don’t have more detailed information – rest assured it’s not for lack of
trying on our part!
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7:00pm HSPVA
First Montrose Commons is on
.
You should be, too!
U P C O M I N G

E V E N T S

NSR 467 Construction Begins
Monday, October 24 ???
Trick or Treat in FMC
October 31

Don’t miss out on this FMC tradition! Sign up to walk or host today &
set your inner goblin free!
We established a pre-signup requirement a few years ago as a way to
have all our costumed creatures walk together during a specific time so
that both our trick-or-treaters and the homeowners they visit can enjoy
a safer event. This system means that hosts will know when and how
many visitors will come, and once they’ve gone our hosts will not have
to wonder who’s at the gate.
We hope you’ll take a moment to sign up today at
https://firstmontrosecommons.org/sign-up-for-trick-or-treat/

You can join
First Montrose Commons
– your neighborhood association –
for only $10 per person per year.

2

October 2016

ANOTHER PIPE COLLAPSE
AT STANFORD & COLQUITT
AT&T Contractors struggle to cope with
neighborhood built three years before
the telephone was invented.

W ORKERS STRUGGLE TO REPAIR ANOTHER ROADBED
COLLAPSE AT S TANFORD & C OLQUITT – THE EFFECTS OF
ABUNDANT RAINFALL AND RUNOFF ON ANCIENT
INFRASTRUCTURE .

J

UST WHEN IT LOOKED AS THOUGH THE LONG

struggle to relocate AT&T fiber ducts across
Stanford and Colquitt was about to end,
contractors were dealt yet another setback, as
an ancient iron gas main collapsed under the
roadbed just south of their excavation.
Workers were forced to dig out the huge
abandoned pipeline and backfill the hole with
stabilized fill to replace soil washed out by
rain and runoff during months of work at the
intersection
The good news, if there is any, is that once
they’ve finished at Stanford, contractors can
“leapfrog” down Colquitt to Roseland to
resume work at that intersection. Unfortunately, the last block from Roseland to Montrose is
likely to be the most difficult, as they must
contend with even more complex infrastructure, trees, and business traffic.
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that the hands of HPD and the DA
have been tied behind their backs (unlike those of the Kush
dealers and users) by TxDOT’s refusal to participate in prosecuting
offenders for criminal trespass on TxDOT Right-of-Way. We’re not sure why
TxDOT officials have taken this position, but perhaps a concerted email
ULTIPLE SOURCES HAVE REPORTED

campaign to Gov. Abbott, Lt. Gov. Patrick, and our State Senators and
Representatives can persuade TxDOT that our

(
IT’S GETTIN G D ARK SOONER

It can’t drive, it can’t stop the car
I T

C A N

W A I T

October 2016

Music Fills the Air As
New Commoners Meet Old and
Kids Have a Blast
irst Montrose Commons continued to build on the success of
featuring live musical entertainment begun earlier this year with
April Foolishness at our celebration of Neighborhood Night Out
October 4th.
Brant Croucher entertained neighbors for a bit more than two
hours-even providing a bit of background as volunteers set up for
the event. The gambit paid off, as folks passing by on evening
walks were enticed to join the party and get to know their
neighbors. We even managed to sign a few up as new
members!
As always, the sidewalk chalk was a big
hit with the youngest crowd, but the
giant Jenga blocks were not far behind.
Brandon Nguyen provided the beer keg, and the only
oversight in planning seems to have been that no one
remembered to bring water or non-alcoholic drinks!
Lesson learned! We will certainly remember to furnish
bottled water and pop next time so we won’t have to
make a supply run in the middle of things.
Cindy Gabriel’s famous fired chicken drumsticks were as
popular as ever, though we think the kids preferred the
cookies and brownies.
Noticeably absent this year was anyone running for office!
(Perhaps a blessing) Still, it would have been nice if someone
from Council would have made an effort to visit one of the
neighborhoods most affected by the current Kush epidemic.

When
you Join
FMC or
SIGN IN
at a
Meeting
or an
Event

When emergencies happen in your
neighborhood, ENS can give you up to
date information on your phone. In an
emergency, local public safety officials can
call your mobile, digital or land-line phone
and tell you what is going on and what
you can do to be safe. All land-line phones
are already registered, but if you have
digital phone service (like U-Verse or
Xfinity), or rely on your mobile phone you need to sign up using the link below.

https://ghcens.onthealert.com/Terms/Index/?ReturnUrl=%2f
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Your Neighborhood Needs

YOU

ur neighborhood depends on a
handful of residents willing to do
more than just complain about things
needing improvement. Many of these
individuals have contributed their time and
talents in different roles over the twenty-two
years that First Montrose Commons has had
a neighborhood association.
As we begin our twenty-third year, a few of
these dedicated folks have asked that a new
generation of Commoners steps up to take
their place and to continue the work to
preserve and improve our wonderful 31
blocks of Houston. Now is the time for
everyone who enjoys the unique
environment First Montrose Commons
provides to consider how they might
contribute.
Yes, we want you to join FMC as a paid
member, but more than that, we want your
energy and ideas, your creativity and spirit
to help us as we face the largest construction
project in our neighborhood’s long history.

FMC is a wonderful blend of retirees, working professionals, students, young
families and single folks just starting out. We are homeowners, landlords,
renters, and business owners. It is this blend that makes our neighborhood work.
We need this same blend of folks to serve on our Board of Directors to be
certain that our neighborhood association effectively represents all our interests.
As FMC President, my chief goal has been to see that the City keeps the promise
to rebuild our streets that it made more than thirteen years ago. That goal now
seems at last to be very close. Now I want to be sure that our association is well
set to face the next big challenges – including some solution to the Kush crisis
and increased property crimes, and the imminent move of HSPVA from its home
in our neighborhood.
My goal now is to assure a succession plan that guarantees the wonderful
historic character and community of First Montrose Commons continues,
regardless of who serves on its Board. I need your help.

YOUR neighborhood needs YOUR help.
Won’t you please consider in what ways you can contribute – no matter how
small. If you are afraid that you might not be ready for a position on the Board,
perhaps you can serve on a committee to help plan our activities, or to solicit
members to join us, or on neighborhood projects like the first ever Clean Up the
Commons we held this past summer.
If you’d like to run for office you must have paid your 2016 dues on or before
September 16, 2016, and you must live within our boundaries. If you don’t feel
like you can serve on the Board, we always need Block Captains who can deliver
printed materials to their neighbors when required. Our Citizens on Patrol
program could also use volunteers.
So, how do you sign up? It’s simple – go to
http://firstmontrosecommons.org/president/ and send me a message. I’d be
happy to meet with you to discuss what you’d like to do to help your
neighborhood association.

Let’s get all CIVIC up in here!

October 2016
Improved Reliability and More Targeted email Options
(
For the past two years FMC has been using a free email provider that gave
us our own email address and allowed us to maintain distribution lists. The
downside has been that maintaining these lists is cumbersome and the
service routinely blocks anything it considers “spam” – including attaching
our newsletter to emails. This meant we needed to split lists and send out
batches manually each time. Worse still, what worked for us one month
would not always work the next, as their definition of spam constantly
updates.
We have decided to change providers to avoid the need to have everyone
subscribe to receive our email or newsletter. Instead of receiving an email
with the newsletter as an attached file, you will instead receive an email that
contains a link to the newsletter on the FMC website. Sending emails with
links rather than attached files requires much less bandwidth, and avoids
filling your inbox storage with those attached files. You will still be able to
view, print or save the newsletter directly from the website, and it will still
require a single click to open. Best of all, the service from the new provider is
also without cost to FMC! We hope to complete this changeover before the
end of this year.
As we investigated ways to improve our newsletter and email delivery
options we also discovered that roughly 2-5% of our monthly emails are
returned because of incorrect or outdated email addresses. Since we no
longer deliver printed newsletters to your home each month, it is even more
important that you provide us with your current, correct email address. The
fastest way to do that is to use the CONTACT link on the website.

Tony’s Tree Care
FMC’s Latest Corporate Member
Now that Autumn is upon us, and those infamous Texas “Blue Northers”
aren’t far behind, it’s time to pay special attention to FMC’s wonderful tree
canopy. Many of our trees have endured the stresses of overly abundant
rainfall earlier this year, followed by very dry conditions the past six weeks.
Such stress takes its toll—particularly on our tallest and oldest trees.
Avoid the risk of snapped branches falling on you or your home. Get your
trees in shape for winter. Call Tony and his crew of professionals today for
fast service and thorough cleanup afterwards.
Texas’ notorious cold fronts with their accompanying squalls break and
uproot more trees than our tropical tempests. It’s much cheaper and easier
to prevent damage than to deal with insurance claims after it occurs.

First Montrose Commons
Your Neighborhood Association

Announces Elections for
Board of Directors will Occur
Tuesday, November 15, 2016
AT OUR REGULARLY SCHEDULED
MONTHLY MEETING

beginning at 7:00 pm sharp in
Room 101 of
The High School for the Performing and
Visual Arts!
4001 Stanford St. @ West Main St.
Any Paid Active Member in good standing
may run for any position on the Board, so
long as their 2016 dues were paid on or
before September 16, 2016.
Persons seeking to run for a position
should immediately contact any current
Board Member via the website:
https://firstmontrosecommons.org click
the CONTACT tab.

Nominations will also be accepted from
the floor, subject to verification of paid
member status. You must be a paid
active, commercial, or associate member
in order to vote, and voting by proxy is
not permitted.
Questions regarding this election should be
addressed to
president@firstmontrosecommons.org
The final list of active members eligible
to vote or hold office will be available
for inspection at the meeting.

NSR 467
“SOON”
TO BEGIN CONSTRUCTION

Our long awaited Neighborhood Street
Reconstruction Project is slated to begin
construction “soon”—perhaps as early as
October 24.

Email: tonystreecare4u@yahoo.com

Although we have received no
communication as yet from the City, we
believe that our Council Office intends to
have a Public Meeting “Soon” regarding
the project.
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bravokeyandlock@yahoo.com

Commercial Members
help us keep our
neighborhood special!
Please patronize these special
businesses who support us.

Dr. Eric Nolen, MD MBA
Board Certified in Family Medicine

The Montrose Medical Clinic

If you own a business and
wish to become a
commercial member of
First Montrose Commons,
please contact us via
our web page:

619 Richmond Avenue

832.668.5883

www.montrosedoc.com
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If you’re planning to have breakfast at Snooze (Montrose at Lovett), walk or take the bus
‘cause you won’t find a parking spot. They’re located in the old Interfaith Ministries building
and parking is limited and they are crowded.
After nine years of Smash Burgers and Tell ‘Em What-You-Want Salads, Ralph Rager has
decided to focus his energy on Absinthe right next door. So Bowl is no more.
As advertised, Max & Julie’s has been reopened (on time) as Café Azur. Still French food
and weekend brunch.
So what’s a dry bar? No martinis served at this bar, but you can get you hair blown and
styled. It’s going in the old Settlement Goods/Chris Bell for Mayor location at 3939
Montrose so TGF will have competition.

Pax Americana has again made the Houston Chronicle’s (Allison Cook’s) top 100
restaurants. It’s in 6th place though, not 3rd as it was in 2015. Be sure to take your card as it’s
still in the “pricy” range. BCN (4210 Roseland) moved up from 9th to 4th this year. You’ll need
an even bigger card.

by Tom McBrayer
August 2016

Hanover Montrose is now open, all 17 floors, and the Kroger store right across Hawthorne
is planning a complete remodeling starting early 2017. Meanwhile, down on Chelsea Blvd.,
The Carter is not far behind with its 20 stories. No word on what Little Bigs Hamburgers or
Danton’s on Montrose will be doing but they can expect bigger crowds.

The High School for the Performing and Visual Arts – http://hspva.org

Music Department: Spaghetti Supper performance and fundraiser,
Thursday, October 20, 2016
Houston Center for Contemporary Craft (FREE) — http://www.crafthouston.org

Best If Used By, explores the intersection of craft and food in contemporary
culture, Through January 15
CraftTexas 2016, a juried exhibit of Texas-made contemporary craft,
Through January 8, 2017
Houston Museum of Natural Science — http://www.hmns.org
Mummies of the World, Opens October 18

Bill of Rights: Amending America
Contemporary Arts Museum — http://camh.org/exhibitions/current
Flow: Fiber Arts, Ends September 18
Right Here, Right Now: Houston, Volume 2, Through November 27
Houston Museum of Fine Arts – http://www.mfah.org
Degas: A New Vision, Opens October 16

Helen Levitt: In the Street, everyday life on the streets of New York City,
Through January 2, 2017
The Menil Collection (FREE) —http://www.menil.org
As Essential As Dreams: Self-Taught Art, Through October 16, 2017

The Fabiola Project, Installed at the Byzantine Fresco Chapel,
Through January 28, 2018

. Art Blocks at Main Street Square – http://artblockshouston.org
Art Blocks is a new public art initiative to enliven Main Street Square. Take the
METRO RedLine to the 900-1100 block of Main Street and enjoy the art in the
pedestrian plaza!
If you think you’ve heard this before, you have. Burglary of a motor vehicle (BMV) is
the most prevalent of crimes and it’s growing. It’s all over town and, without putting
an armed guard on every car it won’t be stopped unless you do your part. Leave
nothing in view. The bad guys don’t know that gym bag has only sweaty t-shirts and
wet towels. And they don’t know your computer case or your Ray Ban case is empty.
NOTHING IN VIEW AND DOORS LOCKED ALL AROUND.

Who you gonna call?
Emergencies -Life, Property in
IMMEDIATE DANGER



Non-emergency Police

7

8

October 2016

IF YOU LIVE, OWN PROPERTY, OR RUN A BUSINESS
IN THE AREA ABOVE, WE WANT YOU TO JOIN OUR
EFFORTS TO KEEP FMC THE BEST PLACE TO BE!
Residents pay only $10 per person per year.
Businesses can choose from three levels of membership
from $50 - $500 per year.

November FMC MEETING AGENDA

Rumor Has It there will be a Public Meeting re:
NSR467 in October – Run by District C Office
We have not yet been contacted to confirm.
Trick-or-Treat in FMC –
ADVANCE SIGN UP REQUIRED see website Monday, October 31, 2016 – 6-7pm
Tuesday, November 15, 2016 – 7:00-8:00pm
HSPVA Rm 101
– FMC BOARD ELECTIONS

FMC Board Election
FMC Holiday Party Announcement
Construction Updates

1. Parking on any street for more than 24 hours.
2. Parking blocking ANY portion of ANY sidewalk – EVER.
3. Parking between the sidewalks and the curb.
4. Parking within 20 feet of ANY intersection.
5. Parking within 30 feet of STOP sign or crosswalk.
6. Parking facing the wrong way.

Not even for “just a minute!”
The STREET

IS NOT

YOUR GARAGE

