August

Are y ou p repar ed ?

Keep your Trees Trimmed, and your Car Tank at least ½ full!
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PRESERVING OUR HISTORY
PROTECTING OUR FUTURE

FMC Information

PLEASE PAY YOUR 2017 FMC DUES
NOW
Spend a Hamilton – Do Some Good!

orking in Heat Indices of up to 110° and battling afternoon deluges, crews

Chicane-ry!
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Trash Troubles
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700
W block of West Main in time for the first bus rehearsals on August 21 and
the resumption of classes at HSPVA August 28th.

Sul Ross Paving

– page 4

Progress has been impressive considering the obstacles—old water mains in the
path of new storm drains, gas lines located ever so slightly off where they're
marked. Still, crews must complete the capping and abandonment of the old water lines, switch over to the new, and then prepare the roadbeds for paving – all
while keeping one lane open for traffic. Progress was delayed by a two-day standdown clean-up operation July 17- 18 in response to mounting complaints of debris and rubbish scattered throughout the neighborhood; all crews were pulled to
police up the area and restore it to safe working conditions.

TIRZ 27

struggle to complete rebuild of Stanford from W Alabama to Colquitt, and the
st

Crews have managed to complete paving of the 300 block of Sul Ross and half its
intersection with Bute Street as we still wait for approval from the City for the curb
bump out plan in the 3900 block of Bute (to save Tree 871). [more on page 2]

Have you paid your 2017 FMC Dues?
It’s EASY - $10/person – Cash or Check at Meetings – PayPal online at
https://firstmontrosecommons.org PayPal now accepts
Did you know that FMC had 120 PAID MEMBERS its FIRST YEAR of operations
in 1994? They had to pay in cash or check in person – surely we can do better
using the three methods we have now – online, in person, or mail a check. Please
join or renew today to support YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION.

FMC Membership Report – page 4
– page 6

Poe Meets Montrose

-page 6

Legislative Mischief

-page 6

The McBrayer Reports – page 7
Pipe can't hold water

– page 8

First Montrose Commons is on
.
You should be, too!
You can join
First Montrose Commons
– your neighborhood association –
for only $10 per person per year.
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BATTLING BUREAUCRACY
STRIVING TO SURVIVE

ci·vil·i·ty

“Civility is the action of

working together
productively to reach a
common goal, and often with beneficent purposes. Some
definitions conflate civility with politeness, which suggests
disengaging with others so as not to offend ("roll over and play
dead"...). The notion of positively constructive civility suggests
robust, even passionate, engagement framed in respect of
differing views.

It was announced at the July 18 th
FMC Meeting that our plans to preserve the critical root structure of
Tree 871 had met a er- roadblock in
the Traffic Operations Division. Following a very helpful debate of our
options at that meeting, I emailed
the TOD Director and confirmed my
suspicion that he had been badly
briefed about the plan. In fact, he
had not even been informed it was
part of an existing funded NSR. My
email dialog with him garnered his
support for our efforts to preserve
the tree, but sadly, we have heard

nothing in the nearly two weeks
since.
In the interim, crews have completed paving in the 300 block of Sul
Ross and ½ its intersection with
Bute Street, installation of two new
storm water inlets at Bute and Sul
Ross, and placement of a temporary
blacktop skim coat in the 400 block
of Sul Ross. They are now working
to compete paving projects surrounding HSPVA, but once those are
done around the 28 th of August,

what are crews to do as we continue to wait for City Bureaucrats
to sign off on a plan with universal local support that actually

COSTS LESS than any
alternative?

Within 5 days more than 120 FMC

Residents signed our petition to
require the City to act to preserve
Tree 871 by approving the curb
bump out plan we proposed. This
overwhelmingly positive response
exceeds that of any other petition
drive we've ever mounted .

It should not take a SuperBowl to
get the City to approve an unopposed plan to preserve one of its
oldest neighborhoods!

”
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Civility

Words Matter –
NO MORE CHICANE-RY
When we first proposed a method to preserve the roots of Tree 871, we
asked why the curb couldn't be "bumped out" into the street to serve as a
barrier. Unskilled in the vocabulary of Civil Engineering, we believed our
"curb bump out" plan made perfect sense. Then an engineer suggested that
the correct, more precise term is a "chicane" – a device meant to "calm traffic" by creating a curve in an otherwise straight roadway. So we used this
term "chicane" – ignorant that it is indeed a very precise and narrowly defined term which apparently has LOTS of legal regulations attached.
So — we're back to our original less encumbered "CURB BUMP OUT" to describe the solution we propose to save Tree 871, reduce pollution, diminish
the urban heat island effect, provide shelter and nourishment for other species sharing our biosphere, and generally do really good stuff!

stop

Sec. 541.401 (10) "Stop" or "stopping" means:
(A) when required, to completely cease movement; and
(B) when prohibited, to halt, including momentarily halting,
an occupied or unoccupied vehicle, unless necessary to
avoid conflict with other traffic or to comply with the directions of a police officer or a traffic-control sign or signal.

Texas Transportation Code TITLE 7 Vehicles and Traffic
everal FMC residents have remarked recently that they have been
ticketed for failing to stop at stop signs in the neighborhood at
night. Remarks included the term "rolling stop" (an oxymoron without legal definition). So, I have reprinted above what the State of Texas
defines as a legal "stop."
We have observed a disturbing trend for drivers to simply blow though
STOP signs lately – without even looking or slowing down-both day and
night. We are grateful for increased HPD Patrols throughout FMC.
Please pay particular attention to signs and your driving as construction has
made navigating our roads especially dangerous.
With school just weeks away, it will only get much more so.

Special Article
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Organizations Impacting
Neighborhoods
hope everyone had a great 4th celebrating
with family, and friends.
This article is the start of an intermittent
series about the organizations that impact
our neighborhood.
When people think about what organizations and people
make neighborhoods successful they know that the people
who live here are key to a happy, healthy and resilient
neighborhood. But, we also rely on a number of governmental entities to support us. Obviously, the Federal Government and State Government are important, but in our day
to day lives City and County Government play a more direct
role.
The City’s annual budget is approximately $4.6 Billion dollars.
Approximately half is “Enterprise Funds” – Combined Utility
Department, the Aviation Department, Convention and Entertainment Facilities and Rebuild Houston where fees collected are used to pay directly for the services provided. All
the rest of the services provided for in the City utilize the
approximately $2.3 Billion annual general fund budget (Approximately, 46% property tax and 25% Sales Tax). You can
see how your tax dollars are spent by visit the My Tax Dollars
at Work city website http://hfdapp.houstontx.gov/MyTaxDollar/default.aspx .
The City of Houston manages city parks, libraries, community
centers, streets, drainage, police, fire, EMS and all the water
and sewer infrastructure so that we can turn on the tap to
brush our teeth and flush our toilets. The City also provides
trash and recycling pickup. In the City of Houston there is
not a separate fee for trash pickup. Most of the other cities in
the area charge a fee of $12-$16 per month for trash and
recycling services.
Here in Montrose, we are fortunate to have several wonderful parks. Approximately 3% of the City’s general fund budget is used for the Parks Department. Parks like the Buffalo
Bayou Park ($53 million), and Hermann Park (>$120 million)
and the Bayou Greenways 2020 initiative ($120 million) relied
heavily on private donations for the recent upgrades and
improvements. All three of these and many others also rely
on private philanthropy to provide a significant portion of
the ongoing operation and maintenance funds.
Police, Fire and EMS services are all provided by the City.
There are approximately 5200 police officers providing services for over 2 million residents and 627 square miles. The
goal of the department to have a response time of 3.5-5.5
minutes for Code 1 calls (crime in progress with immediate
threat of potential bodily injury) and 8-11 minutes for Code
2 calls (in progress property calls and/or threat to human
welfare). These numbers are from 2014 which are the last
numbers I could find online. There are simple things we can
do to improve the safety in our neighborhood. Follow CPTED
principles at your home [CRIME PREVENTION THROUGH ENVIRONMENTAL D ESIGN] (see article in the June EMCA Newslet-

ter), do not leave anything in your car, get to know your
neighbors and participate with the Neighborhood Civic Club.
There are just over 4000 firefighters in the City. The Fire Department manages both Fire and EMS and almost all fire
fighters are also trained EMT’s. This is reason you may see a
fire truck or other fire equipment responding to a health
emergency. Dispatch sends the closest unit when there is a
medical emergency. Seconds matter, and the department
uses its resources to get to an ill or injured person as quickly
as possible. Police, Fire and other public safety departments
within the city receive approximately 60% of the City’s General Fund Budget.
City decisions affect our property values, our personal safety,
development, and the vitality of our area. The decisions
made by City Council are influenced by residents’ input. Get
to know our City Council Member (District C) and the five at
large Council Members. Vote in City Elections. There will
probably be several City items on the November Ballot. Pay
attention to what is on the City Council Agenda. City Council
meets most weeks. (Note: Public Session is typically Tuesday
at 2 PM and Council Session is Wednesday at 9 AM.) Council
takes several breaks during the year and session times and
days of the week are adjusted when there are holidays.) The
Council Agenda can be found at
https://houston.novusagenda.com/agendapublic/ and it
is posted on Friday afternoons. On Tuesday afternoons
Council has a public session where anyone can speak to the
council members about items that are on the agenda or any
other topic. If you would like to sign up to speak to council
call 832-393-1100 at least 30 minutes prior to the scheduled
start time. You can also write a letter or an email or call any
of the Council Members
(http://www.houstontx.gov/council/ ) for contact information). Council meets to discuss and vote on agenda items
on Wednesday. Public Session and Council Sessions are recorded and can be accessed at the website listed above.
You can influence the direction of the City and make an impact. Learn what is going on at City Council and let your
Council Members know your opinion.
Next time – we’ll talk about the Planning Commission and
why their development decisions are important to the
neighborhood.
Sherri Weesner, President,
East Montrose Civic Association
http://www.eastmontrose.org/

Did you know that some cities, like Austin, Texas, realized
that 80% of calls to Fire Departments were for emergency
medical rescues, so they chose to separate the EMS into its
own Public Safety Service? Indeed, Austin's EMS is now a
joint city-county department with Travis County- thus freeing
Austin to budget independently for the needs of each of the
three Public Safety Departments. -SL
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First Montrose Commons
Presidents Honor
One of Their Own
SAM SKJONSBY REMEMBERED

Five Presidents of First Montrose Commons attended Sam Skjonsby's memorial
service at the Salem Evangelical Lutheran
Church on Saturday, July 22. The moving
memorial to Sam's productive life featured testimonials from his children and
colleagues from the Dental School where
he taught for many years.
Both the Church and the Fellowship Hall
were filled to capacity with the Skjonsby's
many friends-a testament to the enormous impact Sam had on so many lives.
Sam and Barbara were the irresistible
forces that guaranteed the success of The
Civic Association of The First Montrose
Commons during its early years. Indeed,
had it not been for their tireless efforts I
doubt seriously we'd have the wonderful
old neighborhood we all enjoy today. The
time they lived in FMC was a continual
lesson in civics for the rest of us.

If your Trash & Recycling is
Not Being Collected in a Construction Zone
Please label your cans with your address and PLACE THEM ON THE OPPOSITE SIDE OF THE STREET or
DOWN THE BLOCK so the Solid
Waste Truck Can ACCESS Them
Rest well, Sam, and take care of yourself,
Barbara! You are missed here in the
neighborhood you helped create and
nurture.

One Hundred
Six of your
Neighbors
Have PAID for
Your
Neighborhood
Association

Have
YOU?
https://firstmontrosecommons.org
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Commercial Members help us keep
our neighborhood special!
Please patronize these special businesses who support us.

Email:

If you own a business and wish to become a commercial member of
First Montrose Commons, please contact us via our web page:

Strong neighborhood businesses help build strong neighborhoods.
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TIRZ 27 (Montrose)

Sets High Bar for
Transparency Community
Engagement

TIRZ 27, the Tax Increment Reinvestment
Zone created as a result of local Montrose
residents' demands, has set a high bar for
transparent operations and community
engagement at its first operational meetings.
The Board recognizes the unique nature of
TIRZ 27 and the area it was created to
serve. At each meeting thus far, Board
members have emphasized the need to
hear from community members at meetings, and to appoint them to working
committees created to provide input to the
Board before projects are considered.
The TIRZ just received its first increment
payment and is working to establish a
public website and its operating procedures so it can begin to study potential
projects to fund.
Members of the Public are strongly
encouraged to attend the TIRZ 27 Board
Meetings, held the THIRD MONDAY of
each month at Pecore Hall on the
St. Stephen's Episcopal Campus,
1875 W Alabama beginning at 6:00pm.

Congressman Ted Poe
Meets with Neartown
Community Leaders
Seeks Ways to Better Represent
Diverse District

Texas Second
Congressional District

Congressman Ted Poe (R-TX02)
held the Montrose Community
Roundtable July 11 at the University of St. Thomas, seeking ways
to better represent his very diverse Congressional District.

Sixteen people attended, including Kay
Warhol (VP Neartown), Lisa Hunt, Sherry
Weesner, & Joe Webb (TIRZ27 Board
Members), Ben Brewer (Montrose Mgmt
District Exec Director), Dr. Richard Ludwick
(President UST), representatives from The
Menil Foundation, MDBA, Legacy Community Health, and the Log Cabin Republicans. The main topics discussed were
Healthcare Reform and Multi-modal Transit Options and Funding, although additional topics included Education, Immigration, Public Safety/Homelessness, Equality,
Bipartisanship, the Opiate Epidemic, and
Property Taxes.

"Local Rule" is GOP's Mantra
–As Long As Your Address is

1100 Congress Ave, Austin, TX
Abbott's Special Session seeks to Strip
Cities’ Rights to Regulate Everything from
Bathrooms to Trees
The State GOP is really big on "local rule" – so long as "local" means 1100
Congress Avenue, Austin, TX, where they are clearly in charge. Gov. Abbott's
$1,000,000.00 Special Session – which was only necessary because Legislators failed to renew the State Board of Medicine's authorization during the
140 day regular session—is being used to strip the State's economic and
social engines-its cities-of nearly every imaginable regulatory power that
ought to rest with local authorities familiar with local conditions, and instead
vest them in a group which is only supposed to meet for 140 days every
other year.
Indeed, the Special Session is entertaining bills that would remove Cities'
ability to require only hands-free use of cell phones (because the State has
finally passed a no texting while driving law) as well as their ability to regulate the removal of trees in public spaces (in favor of a State-wide regulation
– presumably because a Legislator in far West Texas knows so much about
100 year old Live Oaks in the Coastal Plains). This absurd obsession that its
own cities are so anti-business that they are damaging the "Texas Brand"
completely ignores the fact that it is Texas' CITIES that have been attracting
millions of new Texans searching for new opportunities to make themselves
– and the State ever richer.
Worse still, the legislators in the current Special
Session seem hell bent to pass laws that none of the
State's existing large businesses want.
This misuse of the Special Session completely
defeats the State Constitution's original intent
to LIMIT THE AUTHORITY AND REACH OF THE
STATE LEGISLATURE.
You are encouraged to write, call or email your State
Representative, Senator, Lieutenant Governor and
Governor, and urge them to reject these dangerous
attempts to concentrate control of local issues in
Austin, and to allow the CITIES to do what they've
done best for more than 180 years – create the environment for local jobs based on local opportunities
and conditions—the TEXAS way!
Ceding our Cities' Rights to regulate their own conditions damages our neighborhoods. It is time to
remind the Legislature what being a true Texan is
really about.
Statewide Ban on Texting While Driving Goes
Into Effect September 1, 2017

SCHOOL STARTS AUGUST 28
DRIVE WITH EXTRA CARE AS STUDENTS
RETURN TO CONSTRUCTION CHAOS
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Looking for some activity on your lunch hour? The Brooklyn Athletic Club, Richmond at Jack is now
open at 11:00 am. Beach volleyball anyone?
They haven’t even finished with the Annunciation Orthodox Greek school and now it’s the church’s
turn. No, it’s not coming down, but some needed expansion — from 400 seats to 800, plus a gold
dome.
Get ready for more action just a couple of blocks north on Yoakum. The Columbe D’or ballroom is
scheduled for demo in September to be replaced by The Residences of La Columbe D’or, a very
pricy high rise. And the Hanover Montrose hasn’t filled up yet.
The Churrasca Brazilian Steakhouse formerly located on Montrose has moved to a new site way
out Westheimer. A new owner for the old site has added a deck, a glassed in porch plus an inside
makeover. No clue as to when to expect an opening or who it might be. It’s still a steakhouse though.
We had no sooner reported the disappearance of the chimes than they are back — sorta. The Campanile office building at 900 Colquitt is slowly working toward every hour and half hour — except
Sunday.
Midtown Park must be planning on some big events. They’ve got 400 underground parking spots.

Houston Center for Contemporary Craft (FREE) — http://www.crafthouston.org
Small Expressions — Through July 29, small scale fiber arts
Edward Eberle Retrospective — Through September 2: the ceramic arts of Edward Eberle
Annie Evelyn: Multiple Impressions — Through Sept. 2 : “recent work by the furniture maker of HCCC.”
Houston Museum of Natural Science — http://www.hmns.org
Gladiators: Heroes of the Colosseum — Through September 4: International exhibit of
artifacts from the Roman Colosseum and the fascinating world of the gladiators
Mapping Texas: From Frontier to the Lone Star State — Through October 8
Contemporary Arts Museum — http://camh.org/exhibitions/current

Atlas, Plural, Monumental: Sculptures, photographs, video, drawings, performative lectures of Paul Jonas — ENDS August 6
Houston Museum of Fine Arts — http://www.mfah.org
Ron Mueck (Sculpted people frozen in time) — Through August 13
Pipilotti Rist: Pixel Forest and Worry Will Vanish — Through September 17
Paint the Revolution: Mexican Modernism, 1910-1950 — Through October 1
Homelands and Histories: Photographs by Fazal Sheikh — Through October 1
The Menil Collection (FREE) — http://www.menil.org
As Essential As Dreams: Self-Taught Art, Through October 16
The Fabiola Project, Installed at the Byzantine Fresco Chapel, Through January 28
Art Blocks at Main Street Square — http://artblockshouston.org
Art Blocks is a public art initiative to enliven Main Street Square. Take the METRO RedLine

to the 900-1100 block of Main Street and enjoy the art in the pedestrian plaza!

by Tom McBrayer
June 2017

LOCATION

CRIME

PREMISES

DATE
TIME

700
Colquitt

BMV

Misc Business 06.01
8:00 am

600
Richmond

Aggravated Bar
assault

06.03
Midnight

600
Richmond

BMV

Restaurant

06.03
6:00 pm

900
W Alabama

Robbery

Convenience 06.03
store
11:00 pm

500
Branard

Theft

Parking lot

06.06
2:00 pm

600
Richmond

Burglary

Restaurant

06.11
6:00 am

500
Branard

Auto theft

Carport

06.13
3:00 am

300
W Alabama

Robbery

Sidewalk

06.16
3:00 am

900
Branard

BMV

Parking log

06.16
5:00 pm

800
W Main

Theft

Bed & Break- 06.17
fast
8:00 am

900
W Alabama

BMV

Gas station

06.21
Noon

3800
Roseland

Auto theft

Street

06.22
7:00 pm

4100
Montrose

Auto theft

Street

06.24
6:00 pm

400
W Main

BMV

Street

06.25
9:00 pm

500
Sul Ross

Robbery

Sidewalk

06.28
7:00 pm

One-third of June's crimes were BMV,
and 3 cars were stolen-making crimes
involving our cars half the total number
of neighborhood crimes. Because of
the street reconstruction, not everyone has access to a garage and
some must park on a side street.
CrimeReports™
https://www.crimereports.com/
LexisNexis® | Community Crime Map
https://communitycrimemap.com

Who you gonna call?
Emergencies -Life, Property in
IMMEDIATE DANGER



Non-emergency Police
(Parking violation, Crime Report)

713-884-3131
All other City Services

311

BE ST TO USE SMARTPHON E APP

• LOCK • REPORT
EVERYTHING!

HIDE
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IF YOU LIVE, OWN PROPERTY, OR RUN A BUSINESS
IN THE AREA ABOVE, WE WANT YOU TO JOIN OUR
EFFORTS TO KEEP FMC THE BEST PLACE TO BE!
Residents pay only $10 per person per year.
Businesses can choose from three levels of membership
from $50 - $500 per year.

Monda y, Au gu st 14, 2 01 7 – 6: 00pm
Mon tro se TI RZ (27) Bo ard Mee tin g
St. St ephen' s Ep iscopa l – 1 875 W Alabam a

August 15 FMC MEETING AGENDA

Tuesd ay, Au gus t 1 5, 2 017 – 7 :0 0 – 8 :0 0 pm
Firs t M ontr ose Com mon s Ge nera l Me et in g
The M ontr o se Cen ter – Ro om 1 06
401 Bra nard @ But e St

Monda y, Au gu st 2 8, 2017 – 7: 00am
HSP VA CLASS ES R ESU ME
Buse s be gin Au gust 2 1 for tr aining

FMC Membership Report
IMPORTANT CONSTRUCTION INFORMATION NSR467

1. Parking on any street for more than 24 hours.
2. Parking blocking ANY portion of ANY sidewalk – EVER.
3. Parking between the sidewalks and the curb.
4. Parking within 20 feet of ANY intersection.
5. Parking within 30 feet of STOP sign or crosswalk.
6. Parking facing the wrong way.

Not even for “just a minute!”
The STREET

IS NOT

YOUR GARAGE

Homeowner on Branard learns that galvanized
pipes can't stand up to pressure
A homeowner on Branard Street learned that half-century old galvanized pipe can't
hold its water when crews lifted the sidewalk panel and discovered why the grass
was so green. Lucky for the homeowner, the crew will replace this failed section of
pipe outside his fence. Likely the rest is leaking below his yard as well, though.

