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must return to the polls to decide the ﬁnal outcomes of many of the
races from the November 5th elections. Of particular importance to District C (and
First Montrose Commons) are the races for Mayor and for our new District
Councilmember. Turnout for the general election was only one of every 8 registered voters!
Yes! Just 1/8th bothered to vote who will represent us for the next 4 years in the 4th largest
city!
Early voting for the runoffs
OUSTON VOTERS

November 27
December 2 - 7
December 8
December 9 - 10

7:00 am - 7:00 pm
7:00 am - 7:00 pm
1:00 pm - 6:00 pm
7:00 am - 7:00 pm

Election Day – Saturday, December 14, 2019 7:00 am –
7:00 pm
The huge number of candidates in the general election made it
diﬃcult for many voters to choose; Neartown Association
sponsored a District C Candidate Forum attended by more than
100 residents in October to provide more information.
Neartown Association is partnering with University Place
Association to sponsor a second District C Candidate forum – this
time with just the two runoﬀ candidates, Kamin and Kennedy.
The District C Runoff Forum will be held
Congregation Beth Emanu El
1500 Sunset Blvd
6:00 pm, Tuesday, December 3
Please attend this important event and VOTE –
you should vote in the Runoﬀ even if you were not able to vote in the General Election!

Much is at stake – Don’t leave the next 4 years to chance!

Tuesday, November 19, 2019
7:00 – 8:00pm

Election of Board of Directors for FMC
Tuesday, Nov 19 7:00pm
Room 106, The Montrose Center, 401 Branard @ Bute Street

401 Branard @ Bute
Room 106

The Civic Association of The First Montrose Commons will elect its 2020 Board of Directors during our
regular business meeting, Tuesday, Nov. 19, 2019 at 7:00pm. Only Members who have paid their 2019
dues on or before Sept. 20, 2019 may nominate, run for positions, or vote in this election.

On Common Ground
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NSR 467

Large group revives Trick or Treating in FMC

Halloween Tradition Returns with a big group and
Even Bigger Part ies

Engineer

ne party was simply not enough to usher in
the return of Trick or Treating to First
CONTACT INFORMATION:
Montrose Commons after a 3-year hiatus
for
construction.
It all began at the @lliamson’s
TESFAYE MESFIN
Project Supervising Engineer place on Stanford, as costumed crawlers of every
United Engineers
sort gathered to be tagged up with bright orange
281-546-8675
and purple glow stick necklaces and to receive the
Please note – Mr. Mesfin should be
secret FMC Treat Map. Twelve homes participated in
contacted for all problems associated with
the meandering search for treats, scattered from one
NSR 467. He should not be contacted for
side of FMC to the other, until at last everyone met at the
problems caused by other contractors (such as Hofheinz House which had apparently been taken over by Martians!

PUT IT DOWN

CenterPoint or AT&T). Contacting the
Barbara McKnight completely transformed her landmark home into an alien theme
City of Houston before you contact Mr.
park for the evening, and it was abundantly clear the adults had at
Mesfin will only delay any response to your
least as much fun as the kids.
issue, as the City will automatically refer the
issue back to Mr. Mesfin.

STATE LAW

Observe New School Zone
Speed Limits & Parking
Restrictions
Parking Enforcement Patrols
FMC throughout the day and will
ticket violators!
Remember – NO PARKING
30 ft from Stop Sign, Traffic
Signal or Crosswalk
20 ft from the Back of Sidewalk
15 ft either side of Fire Hydrant.

Some seemed more interested
in moving skulls than candy!

Others, more like they were
on their way to a
Congressional Inquiry!

On Common Ground
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eighborhood Patrons provide
very substantial financial support
to The Civic Association of The
First Montrose Commons, which
enables us to work much more
effectively to preserve and
protect our unique historic urban
neighborhood.
If you own a business in or near First
Montrose Commons and are interested in
becoming a Neighborhood Patron, please
contact us via email at
president@firstmontrosecommons.org .
We’d be happy to discuss this program
with you!

not continue its long tradition of ﬁghting to preserve and improve our unique neighborhood. Ours remains the least expensive active Civic Association in Neartown, but still some
seem to fee it’s not worth 3¢ per day to support our mission.

ends
year having lost 29
its
members compared to our high
point in 2018—despite our having at
last completed the largest construction project in the neighborhood’s
history and multiple outreaches to
encourage folks to join or renew
membership in our Civic Association.
IRST MONTROSE COMMONS

26th

This is far from the ﬁrst time FMC
has faced a shortfall in its membership targets, but it is disturbing
considering the accomplishments
this year.
@thout your ongoing active paid
support, our Civic Association can-

We have expanded positions on the Board of Directors to try to encourage more engagement,
but our Nominating Committee reports very few persons have signed up to run. The lifeblood of any organization is new people with new ideas and approaches. First Montrose
Commons now needs your active involvement.
To that end, I have set a very high goal for 2020 – 200 paid Residential Members. Achieving
this goal should enable us to keep Residential Dues at $10 per person per annum – as they
have been since our founding in 1993 (based on inﬂation alone they should be at least $17.81).
Here are the final numbers for 2019:
Paid Residential Members—126
Paid Corporate
Members—6
Neighborhood
Patrons—2
Associate
Members—1
Stephen Longmire, MD
9th President
The Civic Association of
The First Montrose
Commons, Inc.
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National Night
Out in FMC 2019
OUR THANKS TO FMC N EIGHBORHOOD
PATRON, DR . JAMES WHEELER FOR
HOSTING THE 2019 N ATIONAL N IGHT
OUT IN FMC.
A large crowd attended the event,
entertained by Glenn Sharp, Musical
Direcotr of The Music Box Theater.
FMC received a Certiﬁcate of
Recognition from Harris County
Commissioner Rodney Ellis’ oﬃce
for hosting National Mght Out, and
for the ﬁrst time in the past few
years, the weather was absolutely
perfect!
Residents lingered long after the
oﬃcial end time of 8:30, enjoying
the evening and fellowship. A few
even signed up for their 2020 FMC
Membership!

FMC Co-hosts Candidate
Forum with Neartown
FMC and The Montrose Center
helped the Neartown Association
host a District C Candidate forum
Wednesday, October 16, attended by
more than 100 guests as well as 12
of the 13 Candidates running for
District C Councilmember.
The fast-paced forum asked questions from 5 topics of concern to
Neartown Montrose in only 2
hours.

Be sure to attend the Runoff
Forum Tuesday, December 3 at
6:00 pm at Congregation Beth
Emanu El, 1500 Sunset to be a
better-informed voter.
You DO VOTE – Right?
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Longtime Supporter Re-Ups!

Meteor International Travel
Renews its Corporate Membership in First Montrose Commons
ARIE-THERESE ODERMATT

renewed the Corporate Membership of her longestablished travel agency, Meteor International Travel for 2020, becoming
our ﬁrst Corporate member for next year.

Check out the personalized travel service right here in First Montrose Commons at
Meteor International Travel, 512 Sul Ross, and help us thank Marie-Therese for her
continuing support of our unique neighborhood!

You do realize that the Mayor and Council
elected on December 14th
will rewrite the
Houston City Council District Boundaries
following the 2020 Census—

Don’t you?
Don’t risk being redistricted to a Council member
who doesn’t even know the difference between
Montrose and Midtown!

VOTE IN
THE
RUNOFF
ELECTIONS
Early Voting Starts November 27, Election Day is December 14

On Common Ground
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https://www.timberlinefitness.com

If you own a business and
wish to become a
commercial member of
First Montrose Commons,
please contact us via our
web page:

Ten Residents Have Already Renewed for 2020
You can, too.
https://firstmontrosecommons.org/payduespaypal

Be among the first of 200 in 2020 – renew now!

On Common Ground
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First Montrose Commons Historic District – Applications & Actions before HAHC
All applications for Certificates of Appropriateness (CofA) must be filed online at
https://cohweb.houstontx.gov/hpt/
App No.

Property
Address

Branard St
HP2019_0374 618
No. A

App Type
New
Construction

App Subtypes
Accessory
Building

HP2019_0337 3806 Garrott St Alteration

Roof, Other

HP2019_0181 503 Sul Ross St

Alteration

Windows

HP2019_0339 618 Branard St

Alteration

Addition,
Windows

Historic District
First Montrose
Commons
First Montrose
Commons
First Montrose
Commons
First Montrose
Commons

App Status
Recommendation

Recommendation

Final Action

Approve

Review
Cycle
2019-11

Planner Assigned

2019-11

Incomplete

2019-11

Final Action

Approve With Approved With
Conditions
Conditions

2019-10

There are 3 applications pending for the November 26,2019 Meeting of the HAHC from the First Montrose Commons
Historic District; One remains incomplete.
Remodeling continues at 618
Branard St.—the original site
of the Bering Omega Hospice
House in the 1980’s. Last
month the HAHC approved
the replacement of nonoriginal aluminum windows
with vinyl replacement windows, as well as the addition
of an exterior staircase.
Your Civic Association
regularly attends HAHC
meetings to advocate for
historic preservation within
the First Montrose Commons
Historic District. We are
happy to work together with
members of the Civic
Association to help them
present their applications
before the HAHC – just
another benefit of your paid
membership in your Civic
Association.

The New owners of 3806 Garrott are seeking a CofA to add two dormers
to the building. See the description below from their application:
The existing property located at 3806 Garrott street was constructed in 1938 (according to HCAD records.) It is a two story brick and frame single family home of 2,208
square feet listed in “Good” condition on HCAD. The foundation consists of perimeter
grade beams and concrete chain walls, with brick and concrete piers supporting wood
sill beams on the interior. Based on visual inspection of the current structure, the
foundation seems to be in “Very Good” condition. There are no apparent exterior alterations to the original structure.
The current owners would like to convert the existing attic area of the house into a
permitted living space. In order to accomplish this, they are proposing to add two (2)
dormers to the existing roof in a manner and style that will be indistinguishable from
the original construction of the house. (Example drawings provided along with photographs of historic neighborhood homes with original dormers that establish a prevailing feature in the First Montrose Commons) The proposed dormer on the east side
(front elevation facing the street) is to provide light, living area and means of escape.
The proposed dormer on the north side (right/driveway side of the home) is to provide light and clearance for code compliant stair to the 3rd Floor/Attic space.
Dormers are a contributing feature to several historical houses in the immediate
neighborhood (see provided photos.) The dormers proposed for 3806 Garrott will be
in keeping with the prevailing characteristic of existing dormers on historical homes in
the neighborhood. Adding the proposed dormers and interior improvements to 3806
Garrott will add significant value to the property improvement without compromising
the historical character of the home or the prevailing characteristic of the neighborhood.
The materials used to build the dormers will be as comparable with the existing materials as possible: (code compliant) wood windows to match existing, match existing
roof material, match wood trim detail around windows.

The Houston Archaeological and Historical Commission will meet
TUESDAY, November 26, 2019 at City Hall Annex, 900 Bagby at 3:00pm.

On Common Ground
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Critical Dates for your
Fall Calendar
Nov 19 (Tu) 7pm
FMC ELECTION & MEETING
Nov 26 (Tu) 3pm
HAHC Meeting 900 Bagby
Nov 27 (We) 7am-7pm
EARLY VOTING
Dec 2 (Mo)- Dec 7 (Sa) 7am-7pm
EARLY VOTING
Dec 3 (Tu) 6pm
Runoff Forum 1500 Sunset
Dec 8 (Su) 1pm-6pm
EARLY VOTING

TxDOT Names New Regional
Engineer
Nov 14, 2019—TxDOT named the first woman
ever to serve as District Engineer of its
Houston Region.
Eliza Paul, who served as Deputy Engineer,
replaces Quincy Adams as head of the regional
office—overseeing an annual construction budget of nearly $1.2billion. Allen moves on to become
the Director of District Operations in Austin.
Ms. Paul has over 30 years’ experience in TxDOT, and will be charged with
overseeing the I-45 replacement project – the largest ever in state history.

Dec 9 (Mo)- Dec 10 (Tu) 7a-7p
EARLY VOTING
Dec 14 (Sa) 7am-7pm
ELECTION DAY (RUNOFF)

Candidates still needed to serve on FMC Board of Directors
First Montrose Commons depends heavily on its Board of Directors to provide the
high level of community engagement we are known for. Several members of the
2019 Board of Directors have indicated they do not wish to run again in 2020, so we
need your help to fill these critically important positions.
If you are a paid Residential Member (2019 dues paid prior to Sept. 20, 2019) and
can spare a few hours a month to improve our neighborhood, please contact the
Nominating Committee immediately, or just attend Tuesday, November 19 at
7:00pm and announce your intention to serve. Nominations submitted to the Nominating Committee will be combined with those from the active members attending
prior to beginning the vote. https://firstmontrosecommons.org/fmc2019ncom/
All 9 positions on the Board are open.

Always Report Everything!
Police Patrols are assigned
based on reports received.

HIDE LOCK REPORT
EVERYTHING!

The positions are: President; Vice President; Treasurer; Secretary; Historian;
Director of Activities; Director of Communications; Director of Membership; and
Director of Security. Those in boldface type are the 5 Officers of the Corporation
and must be filled according to our Article of Incorporation.

On Common Ground

Dues for Membership in First Montrose Commons are due each
January. Please help us to continue to advocate for our
neighborhood by joining or renewing now. –Thank you
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Helpful Contact Information
CrimeReports™
https://www.crimereports.com/
https://communitycrimemap.com

Who you gonna call?
Emergencies

-Life, Property in

IMMEDIATE DANGER

Non-emergency Police

Residents pay only $10 per person per year.
Businesses can choose from three levels of
membership from $50 - $500 per year.

NEXTDOOR.COM
– South Montrose Group –

November 19, 2019 FMC MEETING AGENDA
City Council Runoff Election
District C Runoff Forum Dec 3 at 1500 Sunset Blvd
200 in 2020 Membership Drive
FMC Financial Report
2019 Holiday Party Plans
Election of 2020 FMC Board of Directors

Join or Renew Your Membership

ONLINE
for 2020 in
Your Neighborhood Association
1. Parking on any street for more than 24 hours.
2. Parking blocking ANY portion of ANY sidewalk – EVER.

https://firstmontrosecommons.org

3. Parking between the sidewalks and the curb.
4. Parking within 20 feet of ANY intersection.
5. Parking within 30 feet of STOP sign or crosswalk.

Still only $10.00 per person per year!
That's just 3¢ per day!

6. Parking facing the wrong way.

Not even for “just a minute!”

The STREET

IS NOT

YOUR GARAGE

2019 Board of Directors – The Civic Association of The First Montrose Commons, Inc.

