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26 Years Preserving Our History – Protecting Our Future

We Have A Park*
* Well, 2 3 of a park

– Until You Help

T I R Z 27 B O A R D V OT E S U N A N I M O U S S U P P O R T F O R M ATC H I N G F U N D S
First Montrose Commons, AIMS PTO, and Spark
Working Together to Raise Remaining Funds Needed to Complete our Spark Park

T

HE MONTROSE REDEVELOPEMNET BOARD/TIRZ27 BOARD voted unanimously to provide $150,000 in funds to match the $150,000
already comitted by Spark. This leaves another $150,000 to be raised by First Montrose Commons and the AIMS PTO to complete the
Spark Park on the south side of the AIMS campus in FMC.

Fundraising efforts began just prior to the COVID-19 Stay Home Orders, with a kickoff party and silent auction hosted by the AIMS PTO.
CAFMC President Steve Longmire attended and purchased the first VIP table for the planned May Gala. Unfortunately, the ongoing increases
in COVID-19 cases will prevent this important fundraising event from occurring as scheduled.

Longmire met with CM Abbie Kamin’s Chief of Staff, and later had a phone conference with CM Kamin herself to secure an additional
$18,000 from the Councimembers’Discretionary Fund.We received confirmation last week that Mayor Turner has approved this expenditure
Donations have been received from 3 FMC residents totalling $3,300. Coupled with the funds raised by the AIMS PTO, this means we still
need roughly $110,000 to complete the park.

more p 2>

C

ontinuing infections of COVID-19 mean we cannot meet as scheduled
this May or June. We are working closely with The Montrose Center to
resume our monthly meetings as soon as it is safe
more p 2 & p 3

Have You Completed Your 2020 US Census Form?

https://my2020census.gov/
NOTICE – Special Election July 21, 2020
You cannot vote if your dues weren’t
paid before MAY 22, 2020
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District C Council Member

from p 1
We hope to resume our regular
monthly meetings July 21, 2020
provided the infection rate
decreases and we can provide
appropriate safe distancing.
We will vote on the proposed
amendments to the CAFMC Bylaws at the first regular meeting
following the lifting of restrictions.
If we can meet July 21, you have
until Friday, May 22, 2020 to pay
your dues to be able to vote on
July 21.
The unforeseen shutdown has exposed problems within our current Bylaws—namely the lack of
any provisions for electronic meetings or general membership votes
during times of emergency. The
Bylaws require us to hold at least
6 general meetings per year; we
have met twice thus far. So long
as we can resume monthly meetings by September, and hold
meetings every month thereafter,
we would still comply with the Bylaws.
Our Bylaws also lack a force
majeure clause, but since amending the Bylaws requires an in-person vote of the Membership, the
Board cannot properly fix this until
we can hold a general meeting.
It would be wrong to assume that
nothing has happened with the
Civic Association during the lockdown. CAFMC has attended several videoconference public meetings, phone conferences with
Councilmembers, and appeared
in person before City Council during this time.
Please see
Civic Action During COVID-19, p 3>

Abbie Kamin
districtc@houstontx.gov
832-393-3004
At Large 1 Council Member
Mike Knox

To Fund Construction of AIMS Spark Park in FMC

G REATEST F INANCIAL C HALLENGE E VER FACED

BY

FMC

he 31 blocks that FMC comprises provide a
nearly ideal urban residential neighborhood—
but for one striking lack.
atlarge1@houstontx.gov
832-393-3014
At Large 2 Council Member

We have had no access to public greenspace or a
park within a 10-minute walk for more than 40 years.
Now we have a once in a generation opportunity to
remedy this critical deficit, but we cannot do it
without the enthusiastic financial support of all the
residents of First Montrose Commons.

David Robinson
atlarge2@houstontx.gov
832-393-3013
At Large 3 Council Member

Michael Kubosh
atlarge3@houstontx.gov
832-393-3005
At Large 4 Council Member

Letitia Plummer
atlarge4@houstontx.gov
832-393-3012
At Large 5 Council Member

Sallie Alcorn
atlarge5@houstontx.gov
832-3933017

We worked hard to get a public school on the HISD property in
the middle of our neighborhood, as well as park space on that
same property. Even before it was announced that the Arabic
Immersion Magnet School would relocate to FMC, we pushed
HISD Administration and the Spark program to consider this a
critical site for their program. I am delighted to say that everyone
agreed. Then came the tough work to negotiate an access
agreement allowing the School for Young Children access to this
park during specified school hours (not previously permitted under Spark’s rules); even this hurdle has been cleared. Designs
for the park call for an estimated $450,000 to convert the south
half of the south parking lot into our neighborhood Spark park.
Spark has committed $150k; TIRZ 27, an additional $150k; CM
Kamin, $18K from the District C Discretionary Fund. The AIMS
PTO has held one kickoff fundraiser prior to COVID-19 restrictions, and 3 FMC residents have already donated money to
support construction. Spark Director Kathleen Ownby announced she will order materials and commence construction
even as we continue working to secure the last tranche of funding. The Board of The Foundation for The School for Young Children will meet in June to allocate funds to support the park.

Members enthusiastically endorsed spending a substantial portion of CAFMC’s reserves to fund the park during our February
meeting. But even if we spend all our reserves, we fail to reach
the goal without donations from FMC residents’.
[p3>
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Time is Short, Please Donate to the AIMS SPARK PARK in FMC TODAY

Your Check Could Make a Huge Difference in the Quality of Life in First Montrose Commons

Because public health and safety requirements limit our ability
to hold large public gatherings to raise funds for our park, we
must redouble our efforts to get our neighbors to donate whatever amount they can to help.

Contributions to Spark (a 501(c)3 corporation) are
100% TAX DEDUCTIBLE.
Given the uncertainty caused by the pandemic, I will seek

Members’ approval at the next General Meeting of
The Civic Association of The First Montrose Commons
to donate ½ (one-half) of the Association’s then
current reserves to Spark for the AIMS Spark Park in
FMC. I believe this is the most fiscally prudent use of our
Association’s funds.
Many Members suggested a higher percentage, some up to twothirds, at the February meeting. The complete halt of membership renewals since April, however, means we may not even
meet our membership target of 200 for 2020. As things now
stand, we are 83 members (or $830) short of that important
goal. Since accumulating our reserves has taken 26 years, I
cannot in good faith authorize spending more than 50% of the
balance without far more enthusiastic membership renewals.

Mr. or Ms. D. Warbucks
123 West Main Street
Houston, TX
77006

What, exactly, are
you asking for?
A check,
Made out to

Spark,

annotated AIMS SPARK
PARK IN FMC —
in whatever amount you feel
is appropriate to provide
this essential park for our
neighborhood.
The check should be mailed or
delivered to:
CAFMC
603 W. Main St.
Houston, TX 77006-5618
Checks will be delivered to Spark
by CAFMC. Please do not make
your check payable to CAFMC, as
you will lose your IRS deduction.
Be certain the check is payable to
Spark, to ensure you can deduct
its full value come tax time.

May 15, 2020

Spark----------------------------Lot’s ‘o’ Dollars make sense------------AIMS SPARK PARK in FMC

150,000.00

D. Warbucks

W E H AV E R E C E I V E D D O N AT I O N S T H U S FA R F RO M :
Stephen Longmire
Marge Frazier
Donna Drennen

$2,720
$500
$100

Stay Home & Social Distancing
Do Not Stop CAFMC Advocacy
ESPITE INCREASING requirements for social distancing and Stay Home orders, CAFMC remained engaged
with public officials during the
first two months of COVID-19 in
Houston.

CAFMC Board Members voted to
join nearby civic associations in
opposing Mayor Turner’s reversal
of course when he decided to rebuild the 6-decade old bridge at
Brazos Street. CAFMC President
Steve Longmire donned his N-95
mask and joined with a group of
representatives from Westmoreland Civic Association speak
in person to Mayor Turner at City
Hall. The Mayor steadfastly refused impassioned pleas to at
least extend the previously agreed
public comment period. The group
managed to speak with CM Alcorn
following the meeting, and Longmire had a telephone conference
with CM Robinson.
CAFMC participated in the first
ever videoconference meeting of
TIRZ 27, during which that Board
approved funds for the Spark
Park. CAFMC also attended the
first videoconference meeting of
HAHC in April and worked via teleconference with HAHC staff to resolve issues within the FMC Historic District. We continue to work
with staff at The Montrose Center
to determine when we can safely
resume our monthly meetings
there.
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NOTICE of SPECIAL ELECTION on
Proposed Amendments to Article 7 CAFMC Bylaws
Approved by Unanimous Vote of the Board of Directors for submission to the Members

Vote to be h el d Tu es d ay, July 21 , 20 2 0*

ARTICLE SEVEN: DUES
7.01 Rates. The annual dues shall be Ten and No/100 Dollars ($10.00) per person for Residential and Associate Members. The annual dues for Commercial Members shall be set by the Board at its
sole and unilateral discretion. All dues for Residential and Associate Members are payable on January
1st of each year and are effective upon payment. All dues for each Commercial Member are immediately
payable upon the initiation or the renewal of such membership and are effective upon payment. Dues
paid in any given calendar year are for that year unless the member has paid twice, in which case, dues
will advance to the next calendar year.

Article 7.01 is repealed in its entirety and replaced with:
7.01.a Rates The Board of Directors shall set the annual dues for RESIDENTIAL MEMBERS,
ASSOCIATE MEMBERS, and COMMERCIAL MEMBERS each September, to be effective for the following
calendar year.
7.01.b Approval of Rates Required Dues set by the Board in accordance with Article 7.01.a
above shall require approval by a simple majority vote of the members present and eligible to vote at
the November Meeting of the Association prior to the election of Officers and Directors, except that increases in the amount of dues greater than 25% (twenty-five percent) shall require approval by a vote
of at least 60% (sixty percent) of the members present and eligible to vote at the November Meeting of
the Association. There shall be no distinction between the class of Members voting (RESIDENTIAL, ASSOCIATE, or COMMERCIAL) so long as the vote is cast by a MEMBER IN GOOD STANDING at the time of
the voting (Article 6.02; 6.03).

©2020

All Rights Reserved

Monday, May 25, 2020

O

N MEMORIAL DAY

the flag
should be flown at halfstaff from sunrise until
noon only, then raised briskly
to the top of the staff until
sunset, in honor of our
nation's fallen battle heroes.

7.01.c Payment Due Dates Payment of RESIDENTIAL or ASSOCIATE DUES is required on or
before January 1st each year and is effective immediately upon payment. Payment of COMMERCIAL
DUES is required immediately upon the initiation or renewal of such membership and is effective upon
payment for one year from the date of payment. Dues become DELINQUENT the 60th (sixtieth) day following their due date, resulting in the loss of MEMBERSHIP IN GOOD STANDING STATUS, (required to
vote).
7.01.d Application of Payments Payments in a calendar year for RESIDENTIAL or ASSOCIATE
MEMBERS shall be applied to that calendar year’s dues, EXCEPT—if the payment is made later than 60
days prior to the November Meeting of the Association it shall be applied to the following year’s dues
instead, and shall not confer voting privileges in contravention of Article 6.03; or if multiple payments
are received during the calendar year, any payments in excess of the dues owed shall be considered
donations to the Association unless the MEMBER requests a refund of such excess payments via
email send through the Association Website to the TREASURER within one week of their receipt. The
TREASURER SHALL NOT be required to notify MEMBERS of excess or multiple payments within a calendar year. Such payments may NOT be carried over into another calendar year in payment of subsequent year’s dues.

NOTICE – The Civic Association of The First Montrose Commons, Inc. will hold a
SPECIAL ELECTION to Amend Article 7 of its Bylaws, Tuesday, July 21,2020 at 7:00pm –
provided the Stay at Home Order and Public Gatherings Guidelines Permit as our Bylaws contain no provisions for voting other than in attendance, no other arrangements can be made. We will
schedule reschedule the Special Election at the first regularly scheduled CAFMC Meeting following the lifting of the Order
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eighborhood Patrons provide very
substantial financial support to
The Civic Association of The First
Montrose Commons, greatly
facilitating our work to preserve and
protect our unique historic urban
neighborhood.
If you own a business in or near First Montrose
Commons and are interested in becoming a
Neighborhood Patron, please contact us via email
at president@firstmontrosecommons.org . We’d be happy
to discuss this program with you!

https://www.timberlinefitness.com

If you own a business and wish to become a
commercial member of
First Montrose Commons, please contact us via
our web page:
https://firstmontrosecommons.org
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F

It’s not too late
to make a
difference
Complete the 9 questions of your
2020 US Census Online Now!

https://my2020census.gov/
Or you can scan the QR Code below

irst Montrose Commons

is among the stakeholders
invited to participate in a
preliminary online meeting hosted
by CM Kamin to discuss gaps in
connectivity between Montrose
and Midtown that limit access to
key services and destinations.
This online forum will seek to design and advance small-scale solutions to eliminate these gaps for
travelers of all modes, improving
safety, quality of life and economic development throughout
both neighborhoods.
The Planning Department is working now on a digital engagement
tool to be used for wider engagement with these two communities, but CM Kamin wants to get a
head start to see how problems
can be addressed using this
method.
This initial meeting will be used to
identify concerns for the Planning
Department as they get ready to
deploy the digital system to solicit
broader community input.
First Montrose Commons is
pleased to be part of this new initiative sponsored by CM Kamin,
as our participation is consistent
with our mission to promote the
civic and social welfare and wellbeing in and around our neighborhood.

If CAFMC must resort to online
meetings, which of the available
free online meeting platforms
would you actually use to attend
such meetings? Please go to
https://wp.me/P4jeV3-1mzM
to express your preference in the
online poll.

Consistent with Governor Greg Abbott’s suspension
of various provisions of the Open Meetings Act,
effective the May 19, 2020 meeting and until further notice, to reduce the chance of COVID-19
transmission, Houston City Council Meetings will
be held virtually using Microsoft Teams. Public
comment will be allowed via teleconference; no
one will be allowed to appear in person in the
Council Chamber. The meeting with also be
broadcast on HTV, the City of Houston’s municipal
channel, and streamed on the City’s website at
https://www.houstontx.gov/htv/index.html and on Facebook at
https://www.facebook.com/pg/HoustonTelevision/videos/.

Flattening this Curve is Not Helpful

Last two renewals occurred April 15, bringing us to only 117.

P

lease don’t let our Civic Association become a
victim of COVID-19! We are not eligible for any
support other than Members Paying Dues.
You can SAFELY PAY YOUR 2020 FMC DUES ONLINE
https://firstmontrosecommmons.org/payduespaypal
TARGET 200 MEMBERS

Scan Here
for telepoll
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All Applications for Certificates of Appropriateness MUST be filed ONLINE https://cohweb.houstontx.gov/hpt/Login.aspx
HAHC Meeting – Thursday, May 21, 2020 at 3:00pm -- via Virtual Online Methods
As of May 15, 2020 a single application had been filed for a Certificate of Appropriateness in the FMCHD.
TEN YEARS AGO FMC SUBMITTED ITS APPLICATION TO BECOME
THE 16TH CITY OF HOUSTON HISTORICAL DISTRICT.
esignating a portion of First
Montrose Commons as a
City of Houston Historic District was approved by the Membership in July 2007 as a result of
VP Raju Adwaney’s initiative.
Completing the process under the
Historic Preservation Ordinance
then in effect proved much more
difficult than Raju imagined, but
slightly less than 3 years later our
application was unanimously approved by HAHC, the Planning
Commission, and City Council.

D

Since it was established, the
FMCHD has seen restoration of
many of its historic homes, and
thus far not a single demolition of
a contributing historic structure.
Property values have continued to
increase (despite assertions of
opponents to the contrary), and
new residents have moved into
the neighborhood to raise their
families.

When TheHighSchoolForThePerformingAndVisulaArts! moved from FMC
to its new campus we feared the
property would be sold by HISD to
developers eager to build new high
rises in Montrose. Instead, the
protection afforded by the Historic
District enabled CAFMC to negotiate the relocation of the Arabic
Immersion Magnet School to our
neighborhood – preserving the
106-year legacy of a school at this
location.
Now we’re working to restore the
tradition of public green space on
that land next to our elementary
school.
You can help write the next
chapter in our neighborhood’s
147-year history by donating to
the Spark park –
See p 3 for details, and

HELP US MAKE
HISTORY AGAIN!

The applicant is seeking to build a new carport to replace the previous carport which rotted and fell down. As of May 15, 2020 this application was complete and under review by HAHC Staff, and scheduled for presentation at the online meeting of the HAHC May 21,
2020. No additional documents were available onine at the time
this newsletter was published

Please Take Extra Care

P

andemics always change societies – often in unexpected
ways. The truth is we must expect an increase in the
number of property crimes the longer the economic shut
down continues. As more of us remain home, the chances that
a property crime will occur while we’re home also increases.
Please be extra vigilant about keeping garages and cars locked.
Don’t wear noise cancelling earbuds or headphones while exercising and maintain your alertness about your surroundings.
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2020 Board of Directors – The Civic Association of The First Montrose Commons, Inc.

The Civic Association of The First Montrose Commons, Inc. is a not-for-profit 501(c)4 Corporation. Dues and Donations are NOT tax deductible under IRS
Regulations. We meet at 7:00pm each third Tuesday, except April, October, and December. Residential Membership is open to anyone who lives or owns
property in our incorporated area (bounded by W. Alabama, Richmond, Montrose and Spur 527-Milam). Dues are $10 per person per year, payable each
January. Commercial Memberships are open to qualifying businesses and institutions subject to Board approval – see our website for details.
The First Montrose Commons Historic District of the City of Houston is wholly contained within First Montrose Commons. It is the policy of our Civic
Association to attend each meeting of the Houston Archaeological and Historical Commission to assure full compliance with the provisions of the City’s
Historic Preservation Ordinance as it applies to our Historic District.

HELPFUL CONTACT INFORMATION
CRIMEREPORTS™
https://www.crimereports.com/
LEXISNEXIS® | COMMUNITY CRIME MAP
https://communitycrimemap.com
EMERGENCIES -LIFE, PROPERTY IN
IMMEDIATE DANGER

911

NON-EMERGENCY POLICE
(Parking Violation, Crime Report)
713-884-3131
HPD NO DOPE HOTLINE

713-466-3673

Not even for “just a minute!”

The STREET

IS NOT

YOUR GAR-

AGE

ALL OTHER CITY SERVICES
311
BEST TO USE SMARTPHONE APP
NEXTDOOR.COM
– South Montrose Group
HIDE - LOCK – REPORT
EVERYTHING!
POLICE PATROLS ARE DATA DRIVEN
©2020 The Civic Association of The First Montrose Commons, Inc. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

