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Stay Well
Stay Safe
MASK UP

26 Years Preserving Our History – Protecting Our Future

T H E S I N G L E M O S T I M P O R TA N T T H I N G YO U C A N D O F O R YO U R N E I G H B O R S

GOVERNOR’S ORDER REQUIRES EVERYONE
TO WEAR MASK IN ALL PUBLIC PLACES
As hospitals and critical public safety services strain
under the ever increasing numbers of COVID-19 cases in
Houston, we must ALL do our part to ensure the system doesn’t
collapse. HFD reports a disturbing increase in the number of
persons dead upon their arrival at the scene of calls.
Overburdened emergency rooms force HFD ambulance personnel
to wait and continue care for patients up to an hour after arrival at
the hospital. Paramedics caring for patients on stretchers in
hosital hallways are not available to respond to calls. This means
that even if you are young, healthy and invincible, there might not
be anyone to come rescue you in a car accident (the liklihood of
which is increasing as post-lockdown drivers ignore stop signs and
speed limits

more p 2>

Online FMC Meeting Tentatively planned Tuesday, July 21 at 7:00pm

It should be obvious now that if you feel
sick STAY HOME! But what if you feel
fine? Or what if you are well but were
exposured to someone who’s tested
positive for COVID-19?
S TAY H OM E!
Many initial assumptions about the novel coronavirus
are not proving true as studies are completed. Recent reports
suggest that persons with mild or asymptmatic infections may
produce little or no measureable antibodies (so that “quick
antibody test” can’t detect their infection); they can still spread
infectious virus on to others. Some seem to have milder cases
and quick recoveries, perhaps because their immune response
involves T-cell lymphocytes rather than antibodies to kill and clear
the virus. But there is currently no way to screen for this type of
immunity. So, we must all treat everyone as potentially infectious,
wear our masks, and wash our hands.
This is even more critical indoors, where aerosols containing
viruses can persist for many hours (since we’ve made such a
point of not exchanging our airconditioned air with outside air). It
means that IT’S NOT OK to visit with people outside your “bubble”,
unless you wear your mask and maintain your distance.
All this evidence of how infectious the novel coronavirus is should
compell every one of us to do our part – to avoid non-vital trips; to
be sure our mask completely covers our nose and mouth at all
times; to wash our hands frequently. If you think wearing the
mask make you too hot or uncomfortable – just think how much
you’re gonna love having a tube in your windpipe as you lay on
your belly struggling to survive!
MASK UP Y’ALL!
Have You Completed Your 2020 US Census Form?

https://my2020census.gov/
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District C Council Member

O

from p 1

ur Civic Association last
met February 17. We
canceled our March 17
meeting just as measures
to contain COVID-19 began.
Since then, your Civic Association
has remained actively engaged in
online meetings with Council
Members, the TIRZ 27 Board, the
Neartown Association and other
nearby Civic Associations. We also
met online with Spark and the
park architects, and even got two
of the NSR 467 trees that died
replaced—after the project
warranty expired!

It deprives us of the comradship
we all need so badly during the
COVID-19 emergency. This week, I
will seek Board approval to begin
online meetings of the Civic
Association later this month. The
preferred platform seems to be
ZOOM, so if you’ve not used it yet,
please take a little time away from
streaming old movies to check it
out. Likely date: July 21, 7pm
We will NOT vote at the July
meeting on changes to the Bylaws
since this will be our first online
meeting, and we want everyone to
get used to this new platform.
They are only $10
per person per year, and our
membership drive has suffered
greatly from the lack of person-toperson engagement. We ask that
you renew your membership
online, so we don’t have to handle
checks or cash. –

Abbie Kamin
districtc@houstontx.gov
832-393-3004
At Large 1 Council Member
Mike Knox

atlarge1@houstontx.gov
832-393-3014
At Large 2 Council Member

Photo courtesy of Paul Davis Photography ©2020 http://paulrdavisphoto.com/

David Robinson
atlarge2@houstontx.gov
832-393-3013
At Large 3 Council Member

Michael Kubosh
atlarge3@houstontx.gov
832-393-3005
At Large 4 Council Member

Letitia Plummer
atlarge4@houstontx.gov
832-393-3012
At Large 5 Council Member

Thanks! Stay Safe

Sallie Alcorn
atlarge5@houstontx.gov
832-3933017

To Fund Construction of AIMS Spark Park in FMC

C ONSTRUCTION BEGINS THIS MONTH
– FUNDS STILL NEEDED –

E

ight FMC residents have donated a combined $6,000 to
support construction of the Spark park in our neighborhood. Yep, only 8!
We can and must do much better than this!

Spark committed $150k; TIRZ 27, an additional $150k; CM Kamin, $18K from the District C Discretionary Fund. The AIMS PTO
held one kickoff fundraiser prior to COVID-19 restrictions.
Members enthusiastically endorsed spending a substantial portion of CAFMC’s reserves to fund the park during our February
meeting. But even if we spend all our reserves, we fail to reach
the goal without donations from FMC residents.
YOUR DONATION TO SPARK FOR THE AIMS PARK IS 100% TAX
DEDUCTIBLE. How many of us have walked around the campus
during the lockdown? How many of us have helped kids learn to
ride bikes in the driveways?
We have a once in a generation chance to create a real
commons in First Montrose Commons—a park for all to use and
enjoy. How sad it would be to let this slip by for lack of financial
support! Please send your tax-deductible check today to help us
establish the first park space in FMC in more than 40 years!
Instructions are on p 3 >
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Time is Short, Please Donate to the AIMS SPARK PARK in FMC TODAY

Your Check Could Make a Huge Difference in the Quality of Life in First Montrose Commons

Because public health and safety requirements limit our ability
to hold large public gatherings to raise funds for our park, we
must redouble our efforts to get our neighbors to donate whatever amount they can to help.

Contributions to Spark (a 501(c)3 corporation) are
100% TAX DEDUCTIBLE.
I will seek
Members’ approval at the next General Meeting of
The Civic Association of The First Montrose Commons
to donate ½ (one-half) of the Association’s then
current reserves to Spark for the AIMS Spark Park in
FMC. I believe this is the most fiscally prudent use of our
Given the uncertainty caused by the pandemic,

Association’s funds.
Many Members suggested a higher percentage, some up to twothirds, at the February meeting. The near complete halt of membership renewals since April, however, means we may not even
meet our membership target of 200 for 2020. As things now
stand, we are 74 members (or $740) short of that important
goal. Since accumulating our reserves has taken 26 years, I
cannot in good faith authorize spending more than 50% of the
balance without far more enthusiastic membership renewals.

What, exactly, are
you asking for?
A check,
Made out to

Spark,

annotated
AIMS SPARK PARK IN FMC —
in whatever amount you feel
is appropriate to provide
this essential park for our
neighborhood.
The check should be mailed or
delivered to:
CAFMC
603 W. Main St.
H ous ton, TX 77006-5618
Checks will be delivered to Spark
by CAFMC. Please do not make
your check payable to CAFMC, as
you will lose your IRS deduction.
Be certain the check is payable to
Spark, to ensure you can deduct
its full value come tax time.

Please thank them for providing
YOU with a park!
Stephen Longmire
$2,720
Leslie & David Turner
$1,500
Marge Frazier
$500
Bruce Clark
$500
Shine Chang
$500
Sally Vaugh
$500
Ravi & Claudine Bhandari $300
Craig & Helga Addington
$150
Donna Drennen
$100
Ronald Boyd
$50

July 15, 2020

Spark-----------------------------Lots ‘o’ Dollars make sense--------------

AIMS SPARK PARK in FMC

150,000.00

Or whatever you can
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NOTICE of SPECIAL ELECTION on
Proposed Amendments to Article 7 CAFMC Bylaws
Approved by Unanimous Vote of the Board of Directors for submission to the Members

Vote to be he ld Tuesday, Augu st 1 8, 20 20*

ARTICLE SEVEN: DUES
7.01 Rates. The annual dues shall be Ten and No/100 Dollars ($10.00) per person for Residential and Associate Members. The annual dues for Commercial Members shall be set by the Board at its
sole and unilateral discretion. All dues for Residential and Associate Members are payable on January
1st of each year and are effective upon payment. All dues for each Commercial Member are immediately
payable upon the initiation or the renewal of such membership and are effective upon payment. Dues
paid in any given calendar year are for that year unless the member has paid twice, in which case, dues
will advance to the next calendar year.

Article 7.01 is repealed in its entirety and replaced with:
7.01.a Rates The Board of Directors shall set the annual dues for RESIDENTIAL MEMBERS,
ASSOCIATE MEMBERS, and COMMERCIAL MEMBERS each September, to be effective for the following
calendar year.
7.01.b Approval of Rates Required Dues set by the Board in accordance with Article 7.01.a
above shall require approval by a simple majority vote of the members present and eligible to vote at
the November Meeting of the Association prior to the election of Officers and Directors, except that increases in the amount of dues greater than 25% (twenty-five percent) shall require approval by a vote
of at least 60% (sixty percent) of the members present and eligible to vote at the November Meeting of
the Association. There shall be no distinction between the class of Members voting (RESIDENTIAL, ASSOCIATE, or COMMERCIAL) so long as the vote is cast by a MEMBER IN GOOD STANDING at the time of
the voting (Article 6.02; 6.03).

©2020

All Rights Reserved

July 2, 2020
You MUST wear a face covering
over the nose and mouth while in a
business or other building open to the
public, as well as outdoor public
spaces, whenever social distancing is
not possible.

7.01.c Payment Due Dates Payment of RESIDENTIAL or ASSOCIATE DUES is required on or
before January 1st each year and is effective immediately upon payment. Payment of COMMERCIAL
DUES is required immediately upon the initiation or renewal of such membership and is effective upon
payment for one year from the date of payment. Dues become DELINQUENT the 60 th (sixtieth) day following their due date, resulting in the loss of MEMBERSHIP IN GOOD STANDING STATUS, (required to
vote).
7.01.d Application of Payments Payments in a calendar year for RESIDENTIAL or ASSOCIATE
MEMBERS shall be applied to that calendar year’s dues, EXCEPT—if the payment is made later than 60
days prior to the November Meeting of the Association it shall be applied to the following year’s dues
instead, and shall not confer voting privileges in contravention of Article 6.03; or if multiple payments
are received during the calendar year, any payments in excess of the dues owed shall be considered
donations to the Association unless the MEMBER requests a refund of such excess payments via
email send through the Association Website to the TREASURER within one week of their receipt. The
TREASURER SHALL NOT be required to notify MEMBERS of excess or multiple payments within a calendar year. Such payments may NOT be carried over into another calendar year in payment of subsequent year’s dues.

NOTICE – The Civic Association of The First Montrose Commons, Inc. will hold a
SPECIAL ELECTION to Amend Article 7 of its Bylaws,
Tuesday, August 18 ,2020 at 7:00pm provided the Board has passed the Resolution authorizing Electronic Meetings before July 21, 2020.
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eighborhood Patrons provide very
substantial financial support to
The Civic Association of The First
Montrose Commons, greatly
facilitating our work to preserve and
protect our unique historic urban
neighborhood.
If you own a business in or near First Montrose
Commons and are interested in becoming a
Neighborhood Patron, please contact us via email
at president@firstmontrosecommons.org . We’d be happy
to discuss this program with you!

https://www.timberlinefitness.com

If you own a business and wish to become a commercial member of
First Montrose Commons, please contact us via our web page:
https://firstmontrosecommons.org
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F

irst Montrose Commons

was able to secure replacement of two of the NSR467
live oaks that died at no cost to the
property owners or neighborhood. After a bit of wrangling through different
pathways, it seemed that we’d just
have to remove the two dead trees,
as the NSR 467 Warranty expired
April 2020. But, thanks to Total Contracting Limited and Semarck Landscaping, both were replaced in early
July.

N
It’s not too late
to make a
difference
Complete the 9 questions of your
2020 US Census Online Now!

https://my2020census.gov/
Or you can scan the QR Code below

Consistent with Governor Greg Abbott’s suspension of various provisions of the Open Meetings Act, effective the May 19, 2020
meeting and until further notice, to reduce the chance of COVID-19
transmission, Houston City Council Meetings will be held virtually using Microsoft Teams. Public comment will be allowed via
teleconference; no one will be allowed to appear in person in
the Council Chamber. The meeting with also be broadcast on
HTV, the City of Houston’s municipal channel, and streamed on the
City’s website at https://www.houstontx.gov/htv/index.html and on
Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/pg/HoustonTelevision/videos/.

Flattening this Curve is Not Helpful

Only nine renewals or new members since April 15;
What else costs only $10/person/year?

P
ow that the warranty and
maintenance contract on

the replacement trees have
expired, it falls to FMC property owners to ensure the health (and watering) of these 104 trees.
Regular watering is the single most
important factor in the success of
your new tree. New trees need about
one inch of water per week for about
two years. This is true for all trees,
even though they may be native or
drought tolerant. Be careful not to
drown the roots; they need air as well
as water to grow. Watering slowly by
hand gives you a great opportunity to
meet your neighbors, and to let others know we care enough to watch
out for FMC.

Mulching around the trunk out to
the drip line of the branches is vital to help keep the soil cool and
moist in Houston’s scorching
summer heat. As the mulch slowly
decays, it also provides organic
slow release fertilizer to keep your
tree healthy and strong.

lease don’t let our Civic Association become a
victim of COVID-19! We are not eligible for any
support other than Members Paying Dues.
You can SAFELY PAY YOUR 2020 FMC DUES ONLINE
https://firstmontrosecommmons.org/payduespaypal

TARGET 200 MEMBERS

The Bylaws require that only Membership who have paid their
annual dues at least sixty (60) days before a meeting may vote
on issues at that meeting. FMC Members will be asked to vote
on several important issues as we resume our meetings online.

Don’t forfeit your say on neighborhood issues!

Pay your 2020
Annual Dues Online today!
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Why, Fifi wouldn’t hurt a flea!

A

fter more than two years of
reviews and revisions the
latest amendments to the
City’s Historic Preservation Ordinance (HPO) passed the Houston
Archaeological and Historical
Commission and have been forwarded on to City Council for final
approval.
The chief thrust of the amendments is to strengthen and improve enforcement of the HPO
and to provide that application
fees better align with the Commission’s costs of administering the
Ordinance.
A highly opposed section that
would have eliminated the appellate process was itself eliminated
after an outcry from the public,
spearheaded by CAFMC.

T

he Montrose Center, a

First Montrose Commons
Neighborhood Patron,
informs us that they have funds
available now to assist those in
need due to COVID-19.
http://www.montrosecenter.org/category/covid-19/

The Montrose Center itself is also
in need of financial donations to
support its mission during
COVID-19, as they rely heavily on
room rentals which have been
suspended since March. Please
consider them in your charitable
giving plans.

BUT WHAT SHE DOES TO OTHER LIFEFORMS COULD COST YOU

I

S YOUR COMPANION DOG A PUBLIC NUISANCE ,
AGGRESSIVE , OR DANGEROUS ?

You may not think so, but a neighbor or postal worker
walking past your property may be afraid of your dog and call
animal control to investigate.
These three terms are defined by law. The City of Houston
website explains these three labels.
http://www.houstontx.gov/barc/dangerous_dogs.html

N UISANCE : dog interferes with the enjoyment of life, such
as frequent barking, biting other dogs
A GGRESSIVE : dog bites a person on the owner’s property,
interferes with a person on a public sidewalk
D ANGEROUS : dog attacks a person outside of its enclosure

District C Activities
First—fees for Certificates of Appropriateness will increase, but
not to the full cost of administering the applications. This gives an
incentive for property owners to
fully comply with the HPO. Indeed,
the City Attorney’s Office estimates the fees represent only
33% of the City’s cost.
Second—any properly trained City
Inspector will be able to issue citations for violations of the HPO,
thus greatly expanding the enforcement forces. (In the past enforcement required inspection by
the Historic Preservation Engineer).
Third—violators will be required to
pay at least the full cost for a Certificate of Remediation as well as
any fines which may be levied.
Finally—the new fee structure provides a dedicated funding source
for the Historic Preservation Office, enabling them to at last hire
and retain sufficient staff to
properly oversee the City’s 22
Historic Districts.

CAFMC was one of a select group
of stakeholders invited to participate in the Montrose-Midtown
Safety & Connectivity Initiative
sponsored by CM Kamin’s Office
and the Transportation Planning
Division Team in May.
“After meeting with the stakeholders,
the Transportation Planning Division
team has evaluated all the locations
and added context of other planned
projects that might address some of
the issues. Their next step is a site
visit to 10 key intersections to identify
potential improvements, which is already underway. The results will be
the start for a package of recommendations to improve safety and connectivity throughout the area.”
– from CM Kamin’s Office

http://www.houstontx.gov/visionzero/index.html &
https://montrosehtx.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Walk-Bike-MontroseJune2020.pdf
Each of these provide reference materials for consideration in the initiative.

According to the State Health and Safety Code (Chapter 8-26),
every animal bite must be reported to authorities. To report an
animal bite of any kind, please call 311.
Recommendations from the American Kennel Club:
https://www.akc.org/expert-advice/training/bark-control-tools-tohelp-stop-nuisance-barking/
https://www.akc.org/expert-advice/training/how-to-stop-dog-fencefighting/
My wife and I love dogs. We have two dogs and foster two more.
My recommendation is to check the fence around your property,
make sure a dog cannot push through or escape. Attach a
tightly woven wire mesh if necessary. Plus, it is best practice to
always supervise the dogs when they are outside. Be aware that
if there is a confrontation at the fence and your dog is already in
the red zone, she cannot hear you shouting from the porch. Like
humans, dogs aren’t good listeners when they’re mad. Prevent
an escalation before it starts.
Build trust between you and your
dog with clicker training while
practicing basic commands under
different circumstances. And use
a loud distraction toy that gets
their attention every time.
-Bruce Clark
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All Applications for Certificates of Appropriateness MUST be filed ONLINE https://cohweb.houstontx.gov/hpt/Login.aspx
HAHC Meeting – Thursday, July 30, 2020 at 3:00pm -- via Virtual Online Methods
As of July 13, 2020 no applications had been filed for a Certificate of Appropriateness in the FMCHD.

ONE ON SPECULATION BY A DEVELOPER – ONE BY A FAMILY
ommon “wisdom” would
have condemned both as
“too far gone” or “needs too
much work”, but not for the vision
and courage of a developer and a
family.

C

609 Colquitt suffered years of
“deferred maintenance” and
more than its share of historically
inappropriate alternations. The
owners sold to a developer who in
haste to get the project underway
fell afoul of the Historic Commission and was issued a Certificate
of Remediation. Undaunted, he
reached out to CAFMC and other
historic developers for advice, and
the project now is a model of proactive co-operation in restoring
this house while upgrading it for
21st century living.

W

hen TheHighSchoolForThePerformingAndVisualArts!
moved from FMC to its new campus we feared the
property would be sold by HISD to developers eager to
build new high rises in Montrose. Instead, the protection
afforded by our Historic District enabled CAFMC to negotiate
the relocation of the Arabic Immersion Magnet School to our
neighborhood – preserving its 106-year legacy as the location.
of a public school
Now we’re working to restore the tradition of public green space
on the land next to our elementary school.
You can help write the next chapter in our neighborhood’s 147year history by donating to the Spark park –
See p 3 for details, and

603 Sul Ross, one of the four
original homes built on its blockface, also suffered badly from a
lack of maintenance. But its builders knew how to build to outlast
Houston’s challenging climate,
and the core structure remains
strong more than 100 years later.
The home was purchased by a
family who’s wasted no time having it inspected by the Historic
Preservation Officer, structural
engineers, and contractors.
Both homes are fine examples of
the resilience of balloon framing.

HELP US MAKE HISTORY
AGAIN!

Check your Federal Flood Insurance.
You can’t get a policy while there’s an
active storm in the Gulf.
https://floodsmart.gov
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2020 Board of Directors – The Civic Association of The First Montrose Commons, Inc.

The Civic Association of The First Montrose Commons, Inc. is a not-for-profit 501(c)4 Corporation. Dues and Donations are NOT tax deductible under IRS
Regulations. We meet at 7:00pm each third Tuesday, except April, October, and December. Residential Membership is open to anyone who lives or owns
property in our incorporated area (bounded by W. Alabama, Richmond, Montrose and Spur 527-Milam). Dues are $10 per person per year, payable each
January. Commercial Memberships are open to qualifying businesses and institutions subject to Board approval – see our website for details.
The First Montrose Commons Historic District of the City of Houston is wholly contained within First Montrose Commons. It is the policy of our Civic
Association to attend each meeting of the Houston Archaeological and Historical Commission to assure full compliance with the provisions of the City’s
Historic Preservation Ordinance as it applies to our Historic District.

The Civic Association of The First Montrose Commons
will likely meet via Zoom® Tuesday, July 21 at 7pm
You will receive an email with a link and invitation

HELPFUL CONTACT INFORMATION
CRIMEREPORTS™
https://www.crimereports.com/
LEXISNEXIS® | COMMUNITY CRIME MAP
https://communitycrimemap.com
EMERGENCIES -LIFE, PROPERTY IN
IMMEDIATE DANGER 

911

NON-EMERGENCY POLICE
(Parking Violation, Crime Report)
713-884-3131
HPD NO DOPE HOTLINE

713-466-3673

The STREET

IS NOT

YOUR GAR-

AGE

ALL OTHER CITY SERVICES
311
BEST TO USE SMARTPHONE APP
NEXTDOOR.COM
– South Montrose Group

HIDE - LOCK – REPORT
EVERYTHING!
POLICE PATROLS ARE DATA DRIVEN
©2020 The Civic Association of The First Montrose Commons, Inc. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

