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27 Years Preserving Our History – Protecting Our Future

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day – Monday January 18, 2021

Special Guest Speaker – Jim Parsons – Preservation Houston

T

he holidays kept CAFMC busy despite the lack of our usual holiday party or meeting.

The newly elected Board switched our accounts to Chase,
whose electronic banking options offered better terms and much
greater convenience for our Treasurer.
We upgraded our web hosting on WordPress to provide more features on the website, and our transition to the new residential dues
took place seamlessly on January 1st – with the first dues invoices
being emailed on the 4th
The big activity, however, was a request for support from one of our
sister Civic Associations—WAMM (WESTHEIMER, ALABAMA, MONTROSE MULBERRY). Late in November 2020 the Charity Guild of Catholic Women
filed yet another request for the City to abandon portions of historic
Lovett Boulevard, so they could purchase it for use as a parking lot
extension. You should read the full story inside this newsletter, but
the gist of it is that the notice required was posted facing away from
the predominant traffic flow, so the public was unaware of the application. The City of course assumed there was no opposition to the
request.
WAMM filed protests with PWE and CM Kamin’s Office and sought
support from CAFMC and the other Neartown Super Neighborhood
CA’s. A resolution strongly opposing the process under which the
abandonment was initially approved by the City has been sent to the
Mayor’s Office, CM Kamin, and PWE.
CAFMC also participated in meetings with the
,
as they prepare the final report for TIRZ 27. The Livable Centers
Study needs your input, especially if you rent, ASAP to complete its

surveys of the infrastructure and
social needs of Montrose residents. The final report will be
used to guide TIRZ 27 decisions
about which projects to undertake, and in what order to fund
them.
https://montrosehtx.org/montroselivable-centers/
CAFMC attended the
January 5th and
learned about the 43% increase
in citywide homicides in 2020
over 2019.
January 18th
marks the 11th
year since
Myral Ical’s
body was found
in First Montrose Commons, Myral Ical - Found
Murdered in FMC
and her murJan 18, 2010
derer(s) have
yet to be found. We requested
more information about the murder of Rene Cantu on
November 18, 2020, but HPD

was unable to provide updates on
either crime.
The
continues to
monitor efforts to bring the
Shaunty Healing Center into compliance with Houston’s Adult
Boarding Home Ordinance. CM Alcorn’s office has been coordinating closely with multiple City departments charged with overseeing this effort and making sure all
required inspections occur as
scheduled.
is nearing completion with the installation of the
padding and turf as well as the
new entry gate prominently featuring CAFMC’s logo.
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District C Council Member

from p1.

Abbie Kamin
districtc@houstontx.gov
832-393-3004
At Large 1 Council Member
Mike Knox
atlarge1@houstontx.gov

W

e kick off our 2021 meetings on the theme of historic preservation and renewal
with presentations from Jim Parsons, Programs Director of
Preservation Houston, and an update on the work being done on
the original Bering Omega House
at 616-18 Branard.

832-393-3014
At Large 2 Council Member
Crews work to complete installation of artificial turf and padding in the youth
soccer section of the Spark Park at AIMS in First Montrose Commons. Still to
be installed is the wrought iron fence between the park and the south driveway of AIMS.

David Robinson
atlarge2@houstontx.gov
832-393-3013
At Large 3 Council Member

Michael Kubosh
atlarge3@houstontx.gov
832-393-3005
At Large 4 Council Member

Letitia Plummer
atlarge4@houstontx.gov
832-393-3012
At Large 5 Council Member

Sallie Alcorn
atlarge5@houstontx.gov
832-3933017

https://preservationhouston.org/

is preparing
a series of Historic District Walks
for later this spring, and our own
First Montrose Commons Historic
District is among those being considered. Mark your calendar for
January 19th at 7:00pm to attend
the Zoom meeting and learn more
about Preservation Houston’s
many contributions to preserving
Houston’s heritage!
. Even
though construction is nearing
completion, your 100% tax deductible contributions are still
needed. Visit our website at
https://firstmontrosecommons.org/ to learn
how you can contribute to our efforts to return a park to the school
in the heart of FMC – AIMS.
C A F M C ME E TI N G
T U E SDAY JAN UARY 19
7: 0 0- 8 ; 3 0 P M
VIA ZOOM

New Route A to Enter FMC via Greeley at W Alabama – Avoid Branard

D

id you know there are actually two routes established at
AIMS to drop off or pick up students? Making the most efficient use they can to avoid congestion and confusion inside
FMC, AIMS uses both the north and south driveways for drop offs
and pickups. Families are assigned to either the Station A Route
(now via Greeley and the South driveway) or the B Station (entering
via Stanford and the North driveway and exiting via Sul Ross to the
east).
The effect of the chosen routes is evaluated by AIMS, the HISDPD
and HPD for its effects on congestion on W Alabama as well as
within FMC. Earlier this year their routing down Jack Street to
Branard and then Greeley resulted in much confusion and congestion, so AIMS reverted to the original plan as classes resumed the
first week of January.
The AIMS newsletter to parents provides explicit instructions on the
routes. Compared to the traffic we were accustomed to when HSPVA
was here, our current traffic problems are far less. Indeed, more
problems are the result of people ignoring stop signs and speeding
through the neighborhood than from parents picking up their young
learners!
If you notice a particular ongoing traffic problem you believe is
caused by the new routes for AIMS, please email
president@fisrtmontrosecommons.org so we can sort it out with our
neighbors at AIMS.
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Stephen Longmire ......................... $2720
Zack & Jessica Brown .................... $2000
Scott & Anna Deans....................... $2000
David & Leslie Turner ..................... $1500
Michael & Michelle Ayers .............. $1000
Dr. James Wheeler ......................... $1000
Shine Chang.................................... $500
Bruce Clark ..................................... $500
William Stewart ............................... $500
Richard Peoples .............................. $500
Margaret & Brooks Frazier ............... $500
Sally Vaughn ................................... $500
Joseph & Malinda May ..................... $500
Spencer Sliter ................................. $500
Donna Drennen ............................... $400
Ravi & Claudette Bhandari ............... $300
Viebig, McCommon & Assoc. ............ $250
Raju Adwaney.................................. $250
Karen Hurwitz.................................. $200
Bradley Lau & Gail McCleese ........... $200
Robin Williamson ............................ $190
Craig & Helga Addington.................. $150
Ralph Leal....................................... $100
Christian Gibson.............................. $100
Walter Hittelman & Jeanne Bauer..... $100
Kyla & Victoria Simons ..................... $100
Ronald Boyd ...................................... $50
Cornelia Williams .............................. $50
Gary Jackson ..................................... $50

Coming SOON! Our own neighborhood Spark Park – where you can sit and watch the kids play, read a book, walk
the cushioned, turfed path, or just dream under the new Monterrey oaks. What a magnificent change from the hot
concrete lot filled with cars! We do, however, worry a bit for our sciurid friends, and hope they don’t try to hide
acorns under the artificial turf…

FMC Resident Total ...............$16,740
CAFMC ................................... $7500
CM Abbie Kamin ................... $18000
TIRZ 27 .............................. $150000
Spark ................................. $150000

You can still Donate –
Fully Tax Deductible

A check,
Made out to

Spark,

annotated
AIMS SPARK PARK IN FMC —
in whatever amount you feel is appropriate to provide this essential park for our
neighborhood.
The check should be mailed or delivered to:

CAFMC
603 W. Main St.
H ous ton, TX 77006-5618

Membership Drive ‘21

F

New $20 dues no impediment to rapid renewals thus far

ears that increasing Residential Dues for membership in CAFMC might prevent
folks from joining proved largely unfounded as only 12 chose to renew during
the special grace period in December and 45 renewed during the first half of
January after the new $20 rate took effect.
This is the fasted rate since the foundation of CAFMC 27 years ago, and we hope to
sustain it until everyone has paid so we can focus our energies on projects rather
than memberships.
We’re trying a new method this year: rather than begging for renewals in each email
announcing a meeting and newsletter, we will instead send separate email dues invoices to those who have not yet paid. This should make it quick and simple to understand that we’d like you to click the simple payment button and renew – without any
other distractions on the invoice email.
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eighborhood Patrons provide very
substantial financial support to
The Civic Association of The First
Montrose Commons, greatly
facilitating our work to preserve and
protect our unique historic urban
neighborhood.
If you own a business in or near First Montrose
Commons and are interested in becoming a
Neighborhood Patron, please contact us via email
at president@firstmontrosecommons.org . We’d be happy
to discuss this program with you!

https://www.timberlinefitness.com
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AGAIN!
What we have learned is that the City changed the process to
abandon streets since it last published guidelines in 2007.
These changes accelerate the process, reduce the number of
entities that are required to be notified, and generally result in
rubber-stamp approvals of such requests in the absence of vocal public outcry.
The Joint Referral Committee (JRC) reviews these requests and
then forwards its recommendations on to Public Works and Engineering (PWE), the Mayor’s Office of Economic Development,
and City Council for action. Thus far, the Charity Guild’s application has received a positive review from the JRC. To be fair, it is
highly unlikely that members of the JRC were aware of the
strong community opposition to this proposed abandonment. It
has taken weeks for the community to obtain objective documentation upon which to base our opposition.

https://charityguildshop.org/history

December 2020—Posts appeared on

Nextdoor decrying a request to
abandon portions of Lovett Blvd—
one of four boulevards designed
by the Houston Land Corporation
under the direction of John Wiley
Link as integral parts of their new
planned development —the Montrose Addition. Posters bemoaned
the conversion of a public space
to private and exclusive use. They
vigorously objected to the lack of
adequate public notification
posed by the small sign, placed
facing away from the principal direction of traffic passing the location, as well as the short duration
of the sign’s posting—all occurring
in the midst of the worst pandemic in a century!
WAMM—the Westheimer, Alabama, Montrose, Mulberry Civic
Association—immediately organized and reached out to the

Neartown Association (official representatives of the City’s Super
Neighborhood #24) and nearby
civic organizations. The Civic Association of The First Montrose
Commons was among those
asked for help.
A property owner within WAMM
established an independent organization to oppose the abandonment of Lovett Blvd and
launched an online petition drive
opposing the abandonment:

Join LOLA

Leave
Lovett
Alone
Calls
andOur
emails
to City
Hall, Publichttps://www.change.org/LeaveOurLovettAlone
Works, and City Council offices
did not initially produce any documents from the application to
abandon a public street. Indeed,
it took more than two weeks to
obtain these documents after a
FOIA request was filed.

While waiting for the City to produce documents requested in
the FOIA request, The Neartown Association drafted a resolution
opposing the abandonment of Lovett Boulevard and circulated
this resolution among its constituent Civic Associations.
CAFMC’s Board supported the resolution, and Neartown Association submitted the completed document to CM Kamin
January 13, 2021. Supporting Resolutions from Museum Park
Association (Super Neighborhood #66) and University Place (Super Neighborhood #28) have either already been submitted or
are under consideration for submission now.
7
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All Applications for Certificates of Appropriateness MUST be filed ONLINE https://cohweb.houstontx.gov/hpt/Login.aspx
Next HAHC Meeting – Thursday, January 28, 2021 2:00pm ONLINE via TEAMS
https://www.houstontx.gov/planning/Commissions/HAHC.html for links to the TEAMS Meeting.
A Single CoA is Up for Review at the January 28 HAHC Meeting – NOTE the Time Change to 2:00pm
App No.
HP2020_0293

Property Address
App Type
801
Alteration
Branard St

App Subtypes
Siding or Trim,
Doors, Windows

Historic District
First Montrose
Commons

App Status
Complete/
In Review

Recommendation

Final Action

Review Cycle
2021-01

Changes in Historic Preservation Tracker for 2021

HAHC Staff have been busy redesigning the
to
provide owners in Historic Districts and of Historic Landmarks greater ease
in getting proposed remodel/restoration projects reviewed. There is a new
Pre-CoA Application Design Review Form to initiate discussion with HAHC
staff before you file for your CoA. Use of this form should help better allocate the time and resources of the limited Historic Preservation Staff, and
provide documentation of owner requests and Staff recommendations prior
to filing for a CoA.
You can access the Historic Preservation Tracker online at
https://cohweb.houstontx.gov/hpt/
The
has also had a facelift to make navigating
Historic Preservation requirements a bit easier. For example, the site now includes direct links to
all in one spot.
Even if you are not currently planning a project, you should check out the
new site at https://www.houstontx.gov/planning/HistoricPres/

HAHC Changes Meeting Time to Start at 2:00pm for 2021
Meetings Continue via TEAMs app

is based on your
project type. Each application will require a separate fee. COA applications
will not be processed until fees are paid in full. Please review the information below and follow the payment instructions required for your project
type. Applications to revise previously approved COAs or to resubmit after
denial will be charged the full application fee. If an application found to be
incomplete is not made complete by the next COA application deadline, a
new COA application fee will be charged when a complete application is
made. The fees are as follows:
APPLICATION FEES – CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS
New Construction and Additions – Commercial and Residential *
– Accessory Structures**
Restoration & Alteration (No Additions)
Demolition/Relocation

TOTAL*
$ 297.96
$ 131.50
$ 134.67
$ 329.90 *

*Includes required $29.72 administrative fee. The 2020 fee increase is effective
Jan 1, 2020. ** An accessory structure is a structure that is incidental and subordinate to the principal structures on the property, is physically detached from the principal structures, and is uninhabitable (ex. garage, workshop, garden shed, gazebo,
carport, pool house, storage building). Garage apartments, accessory dwelling units,
or any structure designed as or being used for sleeping quarters or living space are
not considered accessory structures for fee purposes.
Required fees must be paid no later than close of business on Monday after
the COA deadline. Administrative approvals that are not subject to monthly
COA deadlines will not be processed until the fee is paid. If you fail to pay
the application fee on time, your application may be deemed incomplete.
Please contact Historic Preservation staff at 832-393-6556 or
historicpreservation@houstontx.gov if you have questions about your
project type, fee amount, or payment deadlines.

https://www.houstontx.gov/planning/HistoricPres/docs_pdfs/COA_Fee_Information_2021.pdf
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from page 5

Dear neighborhood leaders,
Thanks for staying in close contact with our office regarding the potential abandonment of Lovett
Blvd. As promised I am sharing some brief updates that you can pass on to your own groups or
other neighbors who are interested:


Where things stand:


The abandonment process is long and there are multiple steps and hurdles to clear for this project to move forward. Even though the Joint Referral Committee (JRC) has reviewed this application via a standard process
for technical reviews, and gave approval for it to move forward, there are
additional reviews by city departments and additional steps required by
the applicant, and at any stage this application may or may not move forward.



Right now, the application and public comments are being reviewed by the
Public Works Department in collaboration with the Planning Department
and the Mayor’s Office; I want to reiterate this is far from being finalized
and either the applicant or the City may elect not to continue at this stage
or any future stage.



There is no imminent action on this abandonment application, we’ve confirmed with city departments. As it continues to move through the process
(which we’ve been told will take months) we will continue to be in close
communication with neighborhood leadership and work together and
keep you all informed.



We’re very grateful for all the eyes and ears on this. Our office had not been notified
about the project until residents alerted us to it, and we appreciate everyone's engagement.



Council Member Kamin has asked to be updated by the departments if the application
moves forward and on any progress so we can keep the neighborhood updated.



Council Member Kamin has heard the community’s concerns, and she has personally
expressed to the departments involved that she is not inclined to support this item and
there is significant concern she is hearing from surrounding neighborhoods.



Council Member Kamin also stated that while she doesn't support the current proposed plan, if this application does move forward, additional public comment and engagement with the neighborhoods is absolutely necessary.

We will be sure to keep you all updated
Julia Retta
Chief of Staff
Office of Council Member Abbie Kamin, District C

Their application papers are decidedly unclear, but one describes
30,600 sq.ft. of land, including the roadway and adjacent right-ofway. In 2020 the nearest comparable property – a 29,855 sq ft
parking lot, was valued for taxes at $100/sq. ft. However, since
2020, nearby sales of properties for redevelopment into multi-use
high-rise developments have soared, so the true value of the land is
likely much higher. Their stated need for this land, which they have
sought to have abandoned before, is for additional parking when
their members gather for meetings at the Guild.

We are certain that with $3 million the Guild could negotiate very favorable parking arrangements in one of the many nearby high-rise
garages and avoid spending it to acquire land better suited for walkable greenspace.
.
Abandoning historic Lovett Boulevard means this piece of Houston’s
history (as part of its first master-planned residential development)
will be lost forever. The land would not generate any continuing revenue for the citizens of Houston either, since it would be handed over
to a very large tax-exempt organization.
The Charity Guild is no newcomer to purchasing land in Montrose.
Indeed, they have been doing so in our neighborhood for nearly 100
years. So, one would reasonably assume they would have been familiar with the space limitations of the property they purchased
along Lovett Blvd. The Guild did not reach out to the neighborhood
of residents that surround its property, and thus far has declined to
engage with Neartown. It is regrettable that an agency which has
done so much good in Houston has chosen not to work co-operatively with the neighborhood surrounding it. How would they have responded had the nearby Tremont Tower condominiums sought to
have Lovett Blvd abandoned so they could add it to their parking?
It would forever alter the design and character of one of Houston’s
most internationally recognized neighborhoods
--It pits neighbors against one of Houston’s oldest charities
—
, while it might have complied with the minimal requirements of Texas Law, was and
.
This proposed abandonment has garnered strong opposition not
only from Montrose/Neartown residents, but from residents in two
other Super Neighborhoods. The Mayor should listen to this opposition as he did to the opposition of developers when the Brazos
Street Bridge was to have been abandoned.

LOLA
Leave Our Lovett Alone!

Thou shalt not covet …
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2021 Board of Directors – The Civic Association of The First Montrose Commons, Inc.

The Civic Association of The First Montrose Commons, Inc. is a not-for-profit 501(c)4 Corporation. Dues and Donations are NOT tax deductible under IRS
Regulations. We meet at 7:00pm each third Tuesday, except April, October, and December. Residential Membership is open to anyone who lives or owns
property in our incorporated area (bounded by W. Alabama, Richmond, Montrose and Spur 527-Milam). Dues are $10 per person per year, payable each
January. Commercial Memberships are open to qualifying businesses and institutions subject to Board approval – see our website for details.
The First Montrose Commons Historic District of the City of Houston is wholly contained within First Montrose Commons. It is the policy of our Civic
Association to attend each meeting of the Houston Archaeological and Historical Commission to assure full compliance with the provisions of the City’s
Historic Preservation Ordinance as it applies to our Historic District.

The Civic Association of The First Montrose Commons
will meet via Zoom® Tuesday, January 19 at 7pm
You will receive an email with a link and invitation

HELPFUL CONTACT INFORMATION
CRIMEREPORTS™
https://www.crimereports.com/
LEXISNEXIS® | COMMUNITY CRIME MAP
https://communitycrimemap.com
EMERGENCIES -LIFE, PROPERTY IN
IMMEDIATE DANGER 

911

NON-EMERGENCY POLICE
(Parking Violation, Crime Report)
713-884-3131
HPD NO DOPE HOTLINE

713-466-3673

ALL OTHER CITY SERVICES
311
BEST TO USE SMARTPHONE APP
NEXTDOOR.COM
– South Montrose Group

HIDE - LOCK – REPORT
EVERYTHING!
POLICE PATROLS ARE DATA DRIVEN

The STREET

IS NOT
AGE

YOUR GAR-

