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27 Years Preserving Our History – Protecting Our Future

Epic Failure shows blame is the most resilient thing in Texas
A Well Forecast Winter Storm and Lack of Preparation Combined to Produce Misery and Death that all COULD HAVE BEEN PREVENTED

Some had 24-48hrs without power, a few endured 4 days; One FMC Resident Perished

F

or most FMC residents February’s slap of winter weather was
a significant inconvenience, but not too much worse than the
many tropical systems we’ve endured the past 10 years. But a
few suffered prolonged electrical outages resulting from worn
out overhead distribution lines,
whose cracked insulation resulted in loud pops and repeated fires and shutdowns as
contractors for CenterPoint tried
for days to patch a broken system. Finally, late on the fourth
day, a CenterPoint Crew (not a
Second Day of Storm- lights on across
contractor working for them) arstreet, but not at Jack & W Main
rived and replaced hundreds of
feet of the secondary 240VAC
transmission lines back to the
transformer. Unfortunately, this
was not before the Houston Fire
Department had to dispatch
units to secure downed lines,
then return the next day to extinguish the line and tree fire ignited when the patched wires
Day 3 of storm – Lights On – Lights OFF –
were re-energized. Indeed,
BOOM! HFD makes first stop to isolate
downed lines.
sparks flew as the water hit the
still-live portions of the burning
wires hanging in the tree.

Day 4- Real
CenterPoint
linemen
replace wires
restoring
power.

Day 3 – Downed power line lays in the wet
grass, just behind the fuel tank of the
parked car. Contractors arrive later that
night and splice this wire to the portion
still suspended in the adjacent tree. Lights
ON! BOOM BOOM BOOM SIZZLE SIZZLE
SNNAPP! HFD Returns to extinguish multiple fires in tree and power line &, oh –
LIGHTS OFF ☹ Temperatures reach 13F.

The morning following the final
restoration of power brought tragedy, as one FMC resident succumbed to the stress of the prolonged cold in her apartment.

None of this need have
happened!
Temperatures
during the 1989 Winter Storm
were MUCH LOWER for a longer
period – There was much more
ice – and yet almost no outages.
But Texas politicians decided to
sever our state from nearby
national grids which could have
provided the needed peak power
during this storm – in the name of
“free markets”, cheap electricity –
and profits.
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Your City Council Representatives

C A F M C ME E TIN G
T U E SDAY M A RC H 16
7:0 0-8 ; 3 0 P M
V I A Z O OM

District C Council Member

Abbie Kamin
districtc@houstontx.gov
832-393-3004
At Large 1 Council Member

Mike Knox
atlarge1@houstontx.gov
832-393-3014
At Large 2 Council Member

David Robinson
atlarge2@houstontx.gov
832-393-3013
At Large 3 Council Member

As you watch the Governer reprise
the role of the Palace Guard in
The Wizard of Oz, (this time
screaming he’s not the Neanderthal), pay close attention to the
hearings and stay in communication with our State Legislators
(the persons behind that curtain
we are to pay no mind to)–they
are in session now and Gov.
Abbott has tagged the grid as an
emergency Legislative Item –
meaning they must consider it
during this session. Our choice
now is “cheap” or reliable and
safe. In 1989 gas was pressurized using gas fired compressors in
the field; in 2021 they use electric
compressors. When the grid fails,
so does the gas that’s used to
power the grid.
Our State Senator for District
15 is Senator John Whitmire
https://senate.texas.gov/member.php?d=15
#Office

Public Outrage Prevents Abandonment of Historic Montrose Street for Private Use
Joint Referral Committee Suspends Review of Lovett Blvd Abandonment Application

T

he Joint Referral Committee has suspended its review of the
Lovett Blvd Abandonment Application submitted by the Charity
Guild of Catholic Women following huge pushback from multiple communities over the City of Houston’s process for notification
of neighborhoods and Super Neighborhoods in such applications.
More than 1,000 online signatures were obtained within a short period strongly opposing the abandonment of this historic Montrose
Addition street and the secretive manner in which the whole process
seems to have occurred. Resolutions from the Neartown and several
surrounding Super Neighborhoods were also sent to City Council
and the Mayor’s Office opposing the application and the process the
City uses for abandonments. All this occurred over a very short
timeframe during the winter holidays, and clearly demonstrates the
importance of vigorous civic engagement. CAFMC helped Neartown
draft the resolution sent which also requests fundamental changes
to the process for abandoning public streets in Houston.

According to the District C Council Office:
Our State Representative for
District 147 is Garnet Coleman
(713) 520-5355
https://house.texas.gov/members/memberpage/email/?district=147&session=87

Michael Kubosh
atlarge3@houstontx.gov
832-393-3005
At Large 4 Council Member

Letitia Plummer
atlarge4@houstontx.gov
832-393-3012
At Large 5 Council Member

Sallie Alcorn
atlarge5@houstontx.gov
832-3933017

CM@L2 David Robinson commented on the highly effective resolution and its specific recommendations when he addressed the NearHouston’s never-ending trains of
disasters has taught me that 90% town Association meeting February 23.
of RESILIENCY depends on US
Several high-density multipurpose high-rise developments are
– and not on those we elect. In
planned within walking distance of the Guild, and it is hoped that a
addition to my customary hurrisolution incorporating the Mayor’s vision for a walkable neighborcane disaster kit, I am now prehood will help inform a cooperative agreement for shared use of
paring my winter survival kit – to
available parking in the area.
include a new sleeping bag, some
much better gloves and ski hats
and socks! And now I always keep
at least 5 1-gallon containers of
drinking water in the pantry.
In the torrent of COVID and grid
and Harry & Meghan you may
have missed that the National
Weather Service and NOAA are
considering starting the 2021
Hurricane Season on MAY 15 –
two weeks early!

AIMS and other HISD schools will soon be resuming in-person teaching, and we all must retrain our attention to school zones and safety.
This is especially true at AIMS, since most of its families drive from
outside our neighborhood to attend. Please be kind and courteous
as they settle into the new routine. And remember this—
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Stephen Longmire ......................... $2720
Zack & Jessica Brown .................... $2000
Scott & Anna Deans....................... $2000
David & Leslie Turner ..................... $1500
Michael & Michelle Ayers .............. $1000
Dr. James Wheeler ......................... $1000
Robert & Elena Northrup ................ $1000
Shine Chang.................................... $500
Bruce Clark ..................................... $500
William Stewart ............................... $500
Richard Peoples .............................. $500
Margaret & Brooks Frazier ............... $500
Sally Vaughn ................................... $500
Joseph & Malinda May ..................... $500
Spencer Sliter ................................. $500
Donna Drennen ............................... $400
Ravi & Claudette Bhandari ............... $300
Viebig, McCommon & Assoc. ............ $250
Raju Adwaney.................................. $250
Karen Hurwitz.................................. $200
Bradley Lau & Gail McCleese ........... $200
Robin Williamson ............................ $190
Craig & Helga Addington.................. $150
Ralph Leal....................................... $100
Christian Gibson.............................. $100
Walter Hittelman & Jeanne Bauer..... $100
Kyla & Victoria Simons ..................... $100
Ronald Boyd ...................................... $50
Cornelia Williams .............................. $50
Gary Jackson ..................................... $50

FMC Resident Total ...............$17,740
CAFMC ................................... $7500
CM Abbie Kamin ................... $18000
TIRZ 27 .............................. $150000
Spark ................................. $150000

You can still Donate –
Fully Tax Deductible

A check,
Made out to

Spark,

annotated
AIMS SPARK PARK IN FMC —
in whatever amount you feel is appropriate to provide this essential park for our
neighborhood.
The check should be mailed or delivered to:

CAFMC
603 W. Main St.
H ous ton, TX 77006-5618

Coming SOON! The Spark Park at AIMS in FMC is nearly ready for its grand opening. The repairs to the turf over a
fire suppression box are done, AIMS Students have been hard at work preparing the art tiles to go on the gate columns and seating bench by the swingset, and we are waiting for some final installations of fencing near the parking gates. The Parks & Recreation Department has given the green light for re-opening playgrounds beginning
March 22, but our park will likely not be fully ready that week. Still, it’s getting much closer to the day when we
once again have a park in FMC!…

So Long as COVID Cases Decline and CDC Safety Guidelines Followed
The Houston Parks and Recreation
Department (HPARD) announced …
[March 8] the scheduled reopening
of certain facilities, fields, and
leagues over the next few weeks.
Centers for Disease Control (CDC)
and National Recreation and Park
Association guidelines will be observed at all Parks Department facilities, which includes wearing
masks at some league gatherings
and other social-distancing and hygienic precautions.
“We are extremely happy to reopen
some of our Parks facilities and
amenities following the long shutdown related to COVID-19,” said

HPARD Interim Director, Kenneth
Allen. “As we said at the beginning
of the pandemic – our focus is protecting the safety of Houstonians.”
“We’ve had numerous discussions
with health and medical experts
over the past several weeks and
have determined that we can now
safely reopen some of the Parks
features our citizens are anxious to
see return,” Mayor Sylvester Turner
said. “We urge everyone to observe
CDC safety guidelines when visiting
these amenities. However, if COVID
numbers spike again, we will be forced
to shut down these same facilities.” …

Monday, March 22 - Tentative reopening based on COVID-19 case numbers
(Depending on COVID numbers, reservations will begin on March 15, 2021)
(In compliance with CDC & NRPA
guidelines for slowing the spread of
COVID-19)
•
Sports fields for league
games and tournaments (Baseball/Softball – Youth and Adults)
•
Playgrounds
•
Outdoor exercise stations …
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eighborhood Patrons provide very
substantial financial support to
The Civic Association of The First
Montrose Commons, greatly
facilitating our work to preserve and
protect our unique historic urban
neighborhood.
If you own a business in or near First Montrose
Commons and are interested in becoming a
Neighborhood Patron, please contact us via email
at president@firstmontrosecommons.org . We’d be happy
to discuss this program with you!

https://www.timberlinefitness.com
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TIRZ 27 Board Seeks Public Input on Project Priorities
The TIRZ 27 Board (Tax Increment Re-

investment Zone #27 – MontroseNeartown) seeks input form Montrose Neartown residents and
businesses to help guide priorities
for funding proposed improvement project within the Zone.

The Board must rank proposed
projects and seek funding partners before submitting this year’s
proposal to City Council for approval and release of funds. Since
the current fiscal year ends in
June, we must provide our input
immediately to allow the Board
sufficient time to prepare the project list before submitting it to the
City for inclusion in the annual
budget process.

Go online to https://montrosehtx.org/project-priority-comments/
and download your copy of the
projects list. If you have questions
about the list or a particular project you can send them to
info@montrosehtx.org
One of the first completed projects funded in partnership with
TIRZ 27 is our own Spark Park at
AIMS in FMC. Without the generous support and partnership of
TIRZ 27 we would likely still be
very early in the fundraising
stage, rather than anxiously
awaiting its public opening.
The TIRZ 27 Board comprises 7
volunteer members appointed by

the City from within the Zone.
They have bi-monthly public meetings, and special committee
meetings in the other months to
review budgets, funds, projects,
and opportunities to further leverage the increment funds the Zone
receives each year.

Houston—born from the unfortunate attempts by the Midtown
TIRZ to annex Montrose into its territory several years back. But,
once again – STRONG, committed CIVIC ENGAGEMENT prevented an undesirable outcome and launched what is poised to
be the most successful TIRZ in the City of Houston (and certainly one of its fastest growing).

Please take some time to review
the project list and provide the
TIRZ 27 Board your input as to
which project should go first,
which you are not so thrilled with,
or suggest one they have not yet
listed for consideration. TIRZ27 is
uniquely ours – it is the only citizen-petition created TIRZ in

https://montrosehtx.org

Fo r m o re i n fo r m a ti o n ab o u t T I RZ 27 – YO UR TI R Z – g o to

The next Public Meeting of the TIRZ27 Board will be Monday, April 19
from 6:30-8:30pm. Email info@montrosehtx.org for specific information on how you can attend. TIRZ27 offers two opportunities for public speakers—one at the beginning and one at the end of each public
Board meeting.
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All Applications for Certificates of Appropriateness MUST be filed ONLINE https://cohweb.houstontx.gov/hpt/Login.aspx
Next HAHC Meeting – Thursday, March 25, 2021 2:00pm ONLINE via TEAMS
https://www.houstontx.gov/planning/Commissions/HAHC.html for links to the TEAMS Meeting.
A Single CoA is Up for Review at the January 28 HAHC Meeting – NOTE the Time Change to 2:00pm
App No.

Property Address
App Type
603 Colquitt St
HP2021_0046
Alteration
No. 605

App Subtypes
Windows

Historic District
First Montrose
Commons

App Status

Recommendation

Final Action

Planner Assigned

Review Cycle
2021-03

Changes in Historic Preservation Tracker for 2021

HAHC Staff have been busy redesigning the
to
provide owners in Historic Districts and of Historic Landmarks greater ease
in getting proposed remodel/restoration projects reviewed. There is a new
Pre-CoA Application Design Review Form to initiate discussion with HAHC
staff before you file for your CoA. Use of this form should help better allocate the time and resources of the limited Historic Preservation Staff, and
provide documentation of owner requests and Staff recommendations prior
to filing for a CoA.
You can access the Historic Preservation Tracker online at
https://cohweb.houstontx.gov/hpt/
The
has also had a facelift to make navigating
Historic Preservation requirements a bit easier. For example, the site now includes direct links to
all in one spot.
Even if you are not currently planning a project, you should check out the
new site at https://www.houstontx.gov/planning/HistoricPres/

HAHC Changes Meeting Time to Start at 2:00pm for 2021
Meetings Continue via TEAMs app

is based on your
project type. Each application will require a separate fee. COA applications
will not be processed until fees are paid in full. Please review the information below and follow the payment instructions required for your project
type. Applications to revise previously approved COAs or to resubmit after
denial will be charged the full application fee. If an application found to be
incomplete is not made complete by the next COA application deadline, a
new COA application fee will be charged when a complete application is
made. The fees are as follows:
APPLICATION FEES – CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS
New Construction and Additions – Commercial and Residential *
– Accessory Structures**
Restoration & Alteration (No Additions)
Demolition/Relocation

TOTAL*
$ 297.96
$ 131.50
$ 134.67
$ 329.90 *

*Includes required $29.72 administrative fee. The 2020 fee increase is effective
Jan 1, 2020. ** An accessory structure is a structure that is incidental and subordinate to the principal structures on the property, is physically detached from the principal structures, and is uninhabitable (ex. garage, workshop, garden shed, gazebo,
carport, pool house, storage building). Garage apartments, accessory dwelling units,
or any structure designed as or being used for sleeping quarters or living space are
not considered accessory structures for fee purposes.
Required fees must be paid no later than close of business on Monday after
the COA deadline. Administrative approvals that are not subject to monthly
COA deadlines will not be processed until the fee is paid. If you fail to pay
the application fee on time, your application may be deemed incomplete.
Please contact Historic Preservation staff at 832-393-6556 or
historicpreservation@houstontx.gov if you have questions about your
project type, fee amount, or payment deadlines.
https://www.houstontx.gov/planning/HistoricPres/docs_pdfs/COA_Fee_Information_2021.pdf
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How Can I Test Whether My Sewer is
Connected to the New Sewer Lines?

.

scheduled. The longer we wait,
the less our chances are that they
will perform this essential work
It is easiest with two people and two cell phones.
without charging the property
owner.
1. Purchase some concentrated water-based food coloring from the

The City Promised to relocate
all sewer connections at such
homes to the new sewers after
completion of NSR 467, but
thus far No Action Has Been
Taken
Throughout the construction
phases of NSR 467 CAFMC representative met monthly with the
City of Houston and the Contractor – emphasizing the need to relocate the sanitary sewer connection of every structure in FMC.
However, for a few structures their
reply was, “We’ll schedule a special sewer service relocation project right after NSR 467 is complete to take care of these.” Only,
nothing was ever scheduled; no
one from Public Works and Engineering ever got back with CAFMC
to schedule this program- despite
our having provided City PWE engineers with detailed maps of the
affected properties.
Every home in FMC should now
have a sanitary sewer cleanout (a
big white circular plastic cap on a
pipe) located between the sidewalk and the curb. In a few cases
it is located in the driveway. But
not every one of these so-called
stub outs has been connected to
the corresponding home’s sanitary sewer pipe. This means that
sewage must still pass through
the old sanitary drains to reach
the new system – or in some
cases, leaks out into the ground
behind the house.
CAFMC is now trying to update its
list of affected properties so we
can report them to the Director of
PWE and get the substitute
sewer service project

There have been many excuses
for the delays:
PWE changed Directors (again).
PWE changed the Project Supervisor for NSR467 (many times). We
had anther hurricane/flood/explosion/pandemic/insert your
disaster excuse here.
We are asking that if you know
your home’s sanitary sewer line is
NOT connected to the stub out in
front of your home, but rather to
some other sewer line, you contact CAFMC this month.
If we can persuade the City to
honor its word and schedule the
substitute service program, each
affected property owner will be required to sign right of entry forms
for City workers or contractors to
enter their property to excavate
the old line and connect it to the
new system.
We must collect this information
NOW, because scheduling work
on plumbing (yes the sanitary
sewer is part of the plumbing)
now is almost impossible following the recent winter storm debacle.
If you believe your property is
affected, please attend the
March 16 CAFMC meeting (via
ZOOM). Any evidence you can
provide that your home sewer line
was never transferred over to the
new lines during NSR 467 would
be very helpful (photos, correspondence with the City, etc.) You
do NOT need to hire a plumber to
verify this now, and we hope to
avoid the need for our property
owners to hire private contractors
at all.

This is a stub out

This is NOT

2.

3.
4.

baking section.
Person 1 opens the stub out cover using a large wrench or pliers
(turns counter-clockwise). You can look down about 6 ft and see the
green sewer pipe opening below. Watch this opening for the appearance of color-tinted water…
Person 2 pours enough food coloring into a downstairs toilet bowl to
deeply color the water (red or dark blue are best for visibility).
If Person 1 sees the passage of red (or blue as the case may be)
tinted water a minute or two after Person 2 flushes the toilet, your
home sewer is connected to the new sewer lines. Close the stub out!

The cell phone is for convenience to tell Person 1 that you’ve
flushed the dyed water from the toilet. If you don’t see the colored
water it could mean you are not connected to the new system or Person 1 picked the wrong stub out to open, or that your sewer line has
a blockage. It’s probably best to ask a plumber to help.

Please Watch the Final Wrap Up Online
https://montrosehtx.org
See what the Study recommends that our TIRZ does to
plan for the future of Montrose.

The new email system which invoices unpaid members while sending direct links to the newsletter to those who have paid seems to
have made little difference in the rate Members pay to renew.
Sadly, our paid Residential Membership stands at 105—exactly what
it was on March 11, 2020. Initial rapid payments have now slowed
to a trickle as shown right. Please pay your 2021 Dues Online now so you
can fully participate in neighborhood decisions!
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2021 Board of Directors – The Civic Association of The First Montrose Commons, Inc.

The Civic Association of The First Montrose Commons, Inc. is a not-for-profit 501(c)4 Corporation. Dues and Donations are NOT tax deductible under IRS
Regulations. We meet at 7:00pm each third Tuesday, except April, October, and December. Residential Membership is open to anyone who lives or owns
property in our incorporated area (bounded by W. Alabama, Richmond, Montrose and Spur 527-Milam). Dues are $20 per person per year, payable each
January. Commercial Memberships are open to qualifying businesses and institutions subject to Board approval – see our website for details.
The First Montrose Commons Historic District of the City of Houston is wholly contained within First Montrose Commons. It is the policy of our Civic
Association to attend each meeting of the Houston Archaeological and Historical Commission to assure full compliance with the provisions of the City’s
Historic Preservation Ordinance as it applies to our Historic District.

The Civic Association of The First Montrose Commons
will meet via Zoom® Tuesday, March 16 at 7pm
You will receive an email with a link and invitation

HELPFUL CONTACT INFORMATION
CRIMEREPORTS™
https://www.crimereports.com/
LEXISNEXIS® | COMMUNITY CRIME MAP
https://communitycrimemap.com
EMERGENCIES -LIFE, PROPERTY IN
IMMEDIATE DANGER 

911

NON-EMERGENCY POLICE
(Parking Violation, Crime Report)
713-884-3131
HPD NO DOPE HOTLINE

713-466-3673

ALL OTHER CITY SERVICES
311
BEST TO USE SMARTPHONE APP
NEXTDOOR.COM
– South Montrose Group

HIDE - LOCK – REPORT
EVERYTHING!
POLICE PATROLS ARE DATA DRIVEN

The STREET

IS NOT
AGE

YOUR GAR-

