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Pride Parade Returns to Downtown Houston – but in October 
City Uses American Rescue Plan Act funds to Avoid Budget Shortfall 

$5.1Billion 
FY ’22 Budget is ~$228 Million increase 

AYOR TURNER’S FY 2022 BUDGET OF 

$5.1BILLION PASSED, BUT THE CITY ONCE 

AGAIN HAD TO RESORT TO OUTSIDE FUNDS TO DO 

IT.  

This practice of running a “Structurally 

Unbalanced Budget” has continued for 

many years in Houston, according to 

Comptroller Chris Brown, who spoke at 

the May 25 Neartown Meeting. Neartown.org  

Without the infusion 

of funds from the 

ARPA, the FY ’22 defi-

cit was projected to 

be $210Million, 

which would have re-

quired the City to lay off 2-3,000 employees. 

ARPA funds must be spent before 2024. Plans to 

use them over the next few budget cycles will 

ease the need for Mayor Turner to develop a 

structurally sound budget during the remainder 

of his term.  

The approved budget includes an 18% pay in-

crease for HFD—mandated when the City’s bid to 

overturn collective bargaining was denied by the 

14th Court of Appeals. But firefighters have al-

ready announced plans to seek a Charter amend-

ment for binding arbitration this fall.   

Comptroller Brown’s point that Houston 
must move now to establish and maintain 
structurally sound budgeting is illustrated 
by the City’s latest failure to manage a nat-
ural adverse event—The Great Texas Freeze 
of February ’21. Months after this occur-
rence the Solid Waste Department has still 
not collected all the debris, citing a lack of 
reliable equipment and of personnel.  

It was just such a failure that brought down 
Mayor Whitmire’s administration, but in 
this era of term-limited Mayors there seems 
to be no consequences when they fail to 
address fundamental requirements to 
properly run the nation’s fourth largest city.  

Houston must address the consequences 
of its long legacy of slick budgeting maneu-
vers and failing to plan for regularly recur-
ring natural events. We must have a struc-
turally sound, sustainable budget – based 
on the actual costs to replace decrepit 
equipment, to provide world-class safety 
and security for our residents, and to re-
place our antiquated infrastructure.  

Such a budget must address the revenue 
shortfalls resulting from the revenue cap. It 
must address the needs of areas in the City 
which have been neglected for more than a 
century. It should capture revenue gener-
ated from sporting and public events and 
use it to replace infrastructure. It must hap-
pen NOW – not during the next term. 

Don’t TIRZ Unfairly take Revenue 
from the City to Develop Projects in 
just one area? 

OMPTROLLER BROWN answered this public 
question at the May 25th Neartown meeting 

by pointing out that the revenue produced by 

the increase in taxable value of properties in a 
TIRZ would not have gone into the City’s General 
Fund because the City is already reducing its 

property tax rate to stay below the revenue cap.  

If TIRZ were not around to “capture” this addi-
tional revenue, it would not be collected and be 

unavailable to spend on anything. So, while it is 
true that neighborhoods within a TIRZ do get an 
additional source of funding for projects within 

the TIRZ, it does not mean that those elsewhere 
suffer any loss. Indeed, funds provided by TIRZ 
are used to offset the need for the City to fund 

these projects, and the money saved can and is 
used elsewhere. 

June was Corporate  
Renewal Month for CAFMC 

OUR LONG-TIME SUPPORTERS of our Civic 

Association renewed their Corporate 
Memberships in CAFMC June 1st: The Montrose 
Center (Patron); The Center for Women’s Healthcare 

(Patron); Viebig, McCommon & Associates 
(Platinum); & Tony’s Tree Service.  

The ongoing generous support of these Corpo-

rate Members is especially appreciated during 
the difficult economic environment of COVD-19. 

M 
C 

F 

CAFMC MEETING –   

TUE,  JUN 15 –  7pm ZOOM 

Structurally Unbalanced Budget: 
A budget in which expenditures 
exceed recurring revenue.  
This type of budget relies on “one-
off” grants or sales of properties to 
balance revenue with expenditures -  
it is not sustainable. 

 
It’s HURRICANE SEASON – Are You Prepared?

  

https://neartown.org/
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Your City Council Representatives 

District C Council Member 

Abbie Kamin 
districtc@houstontx.gov 

832-393-3004 

At Large 1 Council Member 

Mike Knox 
atlarge1@houstontx.gov 

832-393-3014 

At Large 2 Council Member 

David Robinson 
atlarge2@houstontx.gov 

832-393-3013 

At Large 3 Council Member 

Michael Kubosh 
atlarge3@houstontx.gov 

832-393-3005 

At Large 4 Council Member 

Letitia Plummer 
atlarge4@houstontx.gov 

832-393-3012 

At Large 5 Council Member 

Sallie Alcorn 

atlarge5@houstontx.gov 

832-3933017 

Safety in First 
Montrose Commons  

June CAFMC Meeting to Address Safety in 

our neighborhood –  

First up – How Parking Impacts Safety 

 

Attend the CAFMC ZOOM meet-

ing Tuesday June 15, 2021 from 

7:00-8:30pm to learn how bad 

parking affects public safety, 

and how you can avoid unpleas-

ant invitations to pay or attend 

Municipal Court. 

This will be the first in a se-
ries of public safety meet-
ings to address concerns 
within First Montrose Com-
mons.  

Having Trouble 
getting into CAFMC 
ZOOM Meetings? 
Did you misplace or delete the 

email notice? Fear not! All CAFMC 

meeting links can be found 

quickly at – 

https://firstmontrosecommons.org/

fmc-zoom-meeting/ 

We typically open the ZOOM room 

around 15 minutes before each 

meeting to allow time to trouble-

shoot connection issues. Join us 

this month to learn how your Civic 

Association is working to improve 

your quality of life in our unique 

neighborhood. 

 

Come, ZOOM 
with Us! 

Call Your Legislators  
The Legislature failed to act on Gov. Abbott’s bill to significantly limit 
voting options for Harris County citizens during the regular session, 
but that has not deterred the Governor from pursuing his goal in a 
special session. Call your legislators now to express your concerns 
for voting options in the nation’s third most populous county. 

Your Right to VOTE is at Stake. 

Our State Senator for District 15 is Senator John Whitmire 

https://senate.texas.gov/member.php?d=15#Office  

Our State Representative for District 147 is Garnet Coleman 

(713) 520-5355 

https://house.texas.gov/members/member-page/email/?district=147&session=87 

 

CAFMC MEETING 

TUESDAY June 15  

7:00-8;30 PM 

VIA ZOOM 

COVID-19 is NOT Conquered 

LESS THAN 50% OF THE US POPULATION HAS BEEN FULLY VACCINATED, leaving 

a huge reservoir in which the SARS-CoV-2 virus can spread and mu-

tate. To make keeping track of the many mutants easier, WHO has 

implemented a Greek alphabetic designation for the variants, which 

used to be know for the country in which the were first noticed, or by 

the point(s) at which the mutation(s) occurred on the genetic mate-

rial. The important variant now is the so-called delta (d) variant—now 

ravaging India and spreading rapidly throughout the UK.  

Why should we worry about the dv-variant? 
It now accounts of up to 6% of new cases in the United States. It is 
at least 20% more infectious than other variants. It appears to par-
ticularly target 12—20-year-olds (although this may be because this 
age group is just now receiving its first vaccinations, and so lacks 
any protection against any strain of SARS-CoV-2). The longer this var-
iant is allowed to circulate the greater the likelihood it will further 
adapt to infect more human hosts.  

This makes achieving >70% vaccination rate critical. Natural im-
munity to SARS-CoV2 seems very weak and not very long lasting. It 
is possible to get re-infected or infected with a different strain.  

We must not throw caution to the wind. The dramatic decreases in 
COVID-19 cases in the US are the result not only of more people be-
ing vaccinated, but also of people wearing masks and avoiding 
crowds in poorly ventilated spaces. While these measures work, they 
are no more advanced than what the citizens of St. Louis did 100 
years ago against H1N1 influenza.  

Please visit https://houstonemergency.org/covid-19-vaccines/ to learn 
where you can get tested and vaccinated against this threat. 

 

mailto:districtc@houstontx.gov
mailto:atlarge1@houstontx.gov
mailto:atlarge2@houstontx.gov
mailto:atlarge3@houstontx.gov
mailto:atlarge4@houstontx.gov
mailto:atlarge5@houstontx.gov
https://firstmontrosecommons.org/fmc-zoom-meeting/
https://firstmontrosecommons.org/fmc-zoom-meeting/
https://senate.texas.gov/member.php?d=15#Office
https://house.texas.gov/members/member-page/email/?district=147&session=87
https://houstonemergency.org/covid-19-vaccines/
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Please thank them for providing 
YOU with a park! 

Stephen Longmire ......................... $2720 

Zack & Jessica Brown .................... $2000 

Scott & Anna Deans ....................... $2000 

David & Leslie Turner ..................... $1500 

Michael & Michelle Ayers .............. $1000 

Dr. James Wheeler ......................... $1000 

Robert & Elena Northrup ................ $1000 

Shine Chang.................................... $500 

Bruce Clark ..................................... $500 

William Stewart ............................... $500 

Richard Peoples .............................. $500 

Margaret & Brooks Frazier ............... $500 

Sally Vaughn ................................... $500 

Joseph & Malinda May ..................... $500 

Spencer Sliter ................................. $500 

Donna Drennen ............................... $400 

Ravi & Claudette Bhandari ............... $300 

Viebig, McCommon & Assoc. ............ $250 

Raju Adwaney .................................. $250 

Karen Hurwitz .................................. $200 

Bradley Lau & Gail McCleese ........... $200 

Robin Williamson ............................ $190 

Craig & Helga Addington .................. $150 

Ralph Leal ....................................... $100 

Christian Gibson.............................. $100 

Walter Hittelman & Jeanne Bauer..... $100 

Kyla & Victoria Simons ..................... $100 

Cynthia Walker & Michael Morrison . $100 

Melanie Markley ............................. $100 

Ronald Boyd ...................................... $50 

Cornelia Williams .............................. $50 

Gary Jackson ..................................... $50 

 

FMC Resident Total .............. $17,940 

CAFMC ................................... $7500 

CM Abbie Kamin ................... $18000 

TIRZ 27 .............................. $150000 

Spark ................................. $150000 

Y o u  c a n  s t i l l  D o n a t e  –   

F u l l y  T a x  D e d u c t i b l e  

A check,  

Made out to Spark,  
annotated  

AIMS SPARK PARK IN FMC— 
in whatever amount you feel is appropri-

ate to provide this essential park for our 

neighborhood. 

The check should be mailed or delivered to: 

C AFM C 
60 3 W.  Main  St.  
H ous t on,  TX  770 06 -5618 

Scenic Houston launches email campaign to 
block digital billboards on City properties 

Join us at the June 15th CAFMC meeting to learn what you can do to help stop this waste of City public spaces and 

erosion of the protections of the Sign Code. Sample emails can be downloaded from the CAFMC website  
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If you own a business and wish to become a commercial member 
of  

First Montrose Commons, please contact us via our web page: 
https://firstmontrosecommons.org 

https://www.timberlinefitness.com 

 

 

 provide very 

substantial financial support to  

The Civic Association of  The First 

Montrose Commons, greatly 

facilitating our work to preserve and 

protect our unique historic urban 

neighborhood.  

If you own a business in or near First Montrose 

Commons and are interested in becoming a 

Neighborhood Patron, please contact us via email 

at president@firstmontrosecommons.org . We’d be happy 

to discuss this program with you! 

https://firstmontrosecommons.org/
https://firstmontrosecommons.org/
mailto:president@firstmontrosecommons.org
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All Applications for Certificates of Appropriateness MUST be filed ONLINE https://cohweb.houstontx.gov/hpt/Login.aspx 

Next HAHC Meeting – Thursday, June 17, 2021 2:00pm ONLINE via TEAMS 

https://www.houstontx.gov/planning/Commissions/HAHC.html for links to the TEAMS Meeting. 

No Applications for CofA have been received for FMC at the June HAHC Meeting – NOTE the Time Change to 2:00pm 
 

Changes in Historic Preservation Tracker for 2021 

New Pre-CoA Application  
Design Review Forms 

HAHC Staff redesigned the Historic Preservation Tracker to provide owners 
in Historic Districts and of Historic Landmarks greater ease in getting pro-
posed remodel/restoration projects reviewed. There is a new Pre-CoA Appli-
cation Design Review Form to initiate discussion with HAHC staff before you file 
for your CoA. Use of this form should help better allocate the time and re-
sources of the limited Historic Preservation Staff, and provide documenta-
tion of owner requests and Staff recommendations prior to filing for a CoA.  

You can access the Historic Preservation Tracker online at 

https://cohweb.houstontx.gov/hpt/ 

The Historic Preservation website has also had a facelift to make navigating 
Historic Preservation requirements a bit easier. For example, the site now in-
cludes direct links to Fees, Forms, and Sign requirements all in one spot. 
Even if you are not currently planning a project, you should check out the 
new site at https://www.houstontx.gov/planning/HistoricPres/

Learn Before You Start!  

HAHC Changes Meeting Time to Start at 2:00pm for 2021 

Meetings Continue via TEAMs app 

 

Application Fees for CoA – 2020-21 

The Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) application fee  is based on your 

project type. Each application will require a separate fee. COA applications 

will not be processed until fees are paid in full. Please review the infor-

mation below and follow the payment instructions required for your project 

type. Applications to revise previously approved COAs or to resubmit after 

denial will be charged the full application fee. If an application found to be 

incomplete is not made complete by the next COA application deadline, a 

new COA application fee will be charged when a complete application is 

made. The fees are as follows:  

APPLICATION FEES – CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS TOTAL*  

New Construction and Additions – Commercial and Residential *  $ 297.96  

                                                                  – Accessory Structures**  $ 131.50 

 Restoration & Alteration (No Additions)  $ 134.67 

 Demolition/Relocation  $ 329.90 * 

 *Includes required $29.72 administrative fee. The 2020 fee increase is effective 

Jan 1, 2020. ** An accessory structure is a structure that is incidental and subordi-

nate to the principal structures on the property, is physically detached from the prin-

cipal structures, and is uninhabitable (ex. garage, workshop, garden shed, gazebo, 

carport, pool house, storage building). Garage apartments, accessory dwelling units, 

or any structure designed as or being used for sleeping quarters or living space are 

not considered accessory structures for fee purposes.  

Required fees must be paid no later than close of business on Monday after 

the COA deadline. Administrative approvals that are not subject to monthly 

COA deadlines will not be processed until the fee is paid. If you fail to pay 

the application fee on time, your application may be deemed incomplete. 

Please contact Historic Preservation staff at 832-393-6556 or 

historicpreservation@houstontx.gov if you have questions about your 

project type, fee amount, or payment deadlines.  
https://www.houstontx.gov/planning/HistoricPres/docs_pdfs/COA_Fee_Information_2021.pdf

 

https://cohweb.houstontx.gov/hpt/Login.aspx
https://www.houstontx.gov/planning/Commissions/HAHC.html
https://cohweb.houstontx.gov/hpt/
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The Civic Association of  The First Montrose Commons, Inc. is a not-for-profit 501(c)4 Corporation. Dues and Donations are NOT tax deductible under IRS 

Regulations. We meet at 7:00pm each third Tuesday. Residential Membership is open to anyone who lives or owns property in our incorporated area 

(bounded by W. Alabama, Richmond, Montrose and Spur 527-Milam). Dues are $20 per person per year, payable each January. Commercial Memberships 

are open to qualifying businesses and institutions subject to Board approval – see our website for details. 

The First Montrose Commons Historic District of the City of Houston is wholly contained within First Montrose Commons. It is the policy of our Civic 

Association to attend each meeting of the Houston Archaeological and Historical Commission to assure full compliance with the  provisions of the City’s 

Historic Preservation Ordinance as it applies to our Historic District.  

 

 

 

2021 Board of Directors –  The Civic Association of The First Montrose Commons, Inc.  

 

HELPFUL CONTACT INFORMATION 

CRIMEREPORTS™ 

https://www.crimereports.com/  

LEXISNEXIS® | COMMUNITY CRIME MAP 

https://communitycrimemap.com 

 

EMERGENCIES -LIFE, PROPERTY IN 

IMMEDIATE DANGER  ➔   911 

NON-EMERGENCY POLICE 

(Parking Violation, Crime Report) 

      713-884-3131 

HPD NO DOPE HOTLINE    713-466-3673 

ALL OTHER CITY SERVICES        311 

 BEST TO USE SMARTPHONE APP   

NEXTDOOR.COM 

– South Montrose Group  

POLICE  PATROLS  ARE  DATA  DRIVEN 

T h e  S T R E E T  IS  NOT Y O U R  G A R A G E  

 

©2021 The Civic Association of  The First Montrose Commons, Inc. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 

The Civic Association of The First Montrose Commons 

 will meet via Zoom® Tuesday, June 15 at 7pm  

You will receive an email with a link and invitation  

https://www.crimereports.com/

