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LATE NEWS: AIMS will open the Satellite Parking Lot at
Sul Ross and Stanford as Emergency Refuge Parking
during Nicholas

27 Years Preserving Our History
– Protecting Our Future

Pay 2021 Dues NOW to Vote in November Elections
Deadline to Pay 2021 Residential Dues Fast Approaching as More than 80 Still Have Not Paid…

LAST CHANCE
Friday September 17, 2021

W

E HAVE SENT 10 NOTICES TO THOSE WHO
HAVE NOT PAID THEIR 2021 CAFMC
RESIDENTIAL MEMBERSHIP DUES—YET MORE
THAN 80 HAVE FAILED TO RESPOND. These 80

National Night Out to Be Virtual Again

Pandemic Precludes Are You Prepared?
There is normally a
In-Person Party
30-day WAITING PERIOD

have reaped the benefits of the constant
Tuesday, October 5, 6:30—8:00pm
work of our Civic Association to improve
We are working to secure another drive
our neighborhood, but did not think
through by HPD Officers during which FMC
these efforts were worth even $20.
What other neighborhood has gotten all new infrastructure to improve walkability and prevent
costly street flooding? –Or gotten a new playground during the worst pandemic in more than
100 years?
Y o u r C i v i c A s s o c i a t i o n
N e e d s Y O U – N O W

We have advocated for everyone who owns property or lives in First Montrose Commons, whether
you paid your Residential Membership Dues or
not. Much of this advocacy required hours of
work. It preserved your quality of life, and the
character of your neighborhood.
We run a very efficient Civic Association and our dues
remain among the lowest of any civic association in
the area. Please pay your fair share now so that we
can continue our long tradition of successful advocacy
for our unique neighborhood.

Hurricane Season Nears First Peak

Residents can wave flags or flashlights to
thank them for their service during this difficult year. Our Virtual Night Out will feature
an open ZOOM room where you can visit
neighbors and watch a slide show depicting
the rich history of First Montrose Commons. Special email announcements will
be sent the weekend of October 3 with details.

SPARK Park Hours for
September
Evening Closure at 8:30pm
SPARK rules state the park must close
at dusk, which changes with the season. This means our SPARK Park will
close at 8:30pm for September, and at
8:15pm in October as days shorten.
C A F M C ME E TIN G –
T U E , SE P 21 – 7 pm Z OO M

for Flood Insurance to take effect.
Be sure You Are Covered!
Visit F L O O D S M A R T . G O V Today
Only half-way through, the 2021 Atlantic
Hurricane Season ranks 5th most costly in
damages. (This is before the final damages
of Ida are calculated). Ida proves you don’t
even have to be directly struck by the hurricane itself to suffer devastating consequences, and Houston has certainly seen
its share of October floods from tropical cyclones as they interact with approaching
fronts.
You should prepare NOW. Do not wait until a
storm is approaching, as supply chains cannot be relied on during COVID. Neighbors
from Louisiana are buying up building materials in Houston because they cannot get
them anywhere else. Don’t forget you need a
battery powered CO alarm as well.
The second peak? – It’s in October!
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Your City Council Representatives
District C Council Member

Abbie Kamin
districtc@houstontx.gov
832-393-3004
At Large 1 Council Member

National Night Out

CAFMC will Observe
National Night Out
Tuesday, October 5
6:30-8:30pm
ONLINE
Special Drive Through by
Houston Police at 7:15pm
Light your house or fence in BLUE
Gather in your front yard to show your
support for HPD as they parade through
FMC

Mike Knox
atlarge1@houstontx.gov
832-393-3014
At Large 2 Council Member

David Robinson
atlarge2@houstontx.gov
832-393-3013
At Large 3 Council Member

Michael Kubosh
atlarge3@houstontx.gov
832-393-3005
At Large 4 Council Member

Letitia Plummer
atlarge4@houstontx.gov
832-393-3012
At Large 5 Council Member

Sallie Alcorn
atlarge5@houstontx.gov
832-3933017

We hoped to bring back FMC’s
signature National Night Out party
this year, but the continuing
COVID-19 crisis means we must
once again join our neighbors
online.
Like last year, Officer Lucia Vieira
has organized an HPD Patrol
Parade through First Montrose
Commons. Officers will enter at
Bute and West Alabama, proceed
west down Sul Ross to Roseland,
then south to West Main, and
east to Garrott, south to Colquitt,
and on to exit FMC at Colquitt and
Montrose.
We ask everyone to light up their
house or fence in blue lights and
come outside to your front yard
around 7:15 to wave our Police
Officers on as they pass through
our neighborhood.

City of Houston
Considering Fifty New
Digital LED Billboards

T

he City of Houston has invited proposals to build and operate fifty giant new double‐facing digital billboards on
city‐owned right of way with ads rotating every eight seconds. Advocates for Houston’s scenic character are understandably alarmed. Scenic Houston is concerned this proposal could potentially end the city’s decades‐old billboard
moratorium.
The City's RFP includes a complex 40‐page draft of a proposed agreement
between the City and the successful vendor. All of the critical terms of this
arrangement are yet to be negotiated. The RFP, however, outlines the essential elements of the proposed agreement, including the following: (1) For
every new LED Billboard constructed, the vendor must remove a minimum
of three existing stationary billboards (a net reduction of two). (2) All sites
must be approved by the Public Works Director or his or her designee. (3)
The City will have the right to use 10% of the billboard display time and the
ability to preempt advertising during declared emergencies, and (4) The City
is seeking from the successful proposer an initial fee of no less than $10
million, plus an annual fee of $2 million, or 40% of revenues, whichever is
greater.
The City's proposal is primarily a revenue‐raising measure. It will require direct reversal of critical elements of the Sign Code, which expressly prohibit
any new billboard permits and LED conversion of existing stationary billboards. Scenic Houston urges that a thorough public vetting of the proposal
should be undertaken before proceeding further. Any negotiations with a
prospective vendor should be informed by public input and the public's
voice should be heard before an arrangement is finalized for presentation
to City Council.
As a legal matter, the City cannot permit new LED Billboards on its own
property and simultaneously maintain the Sign Code's prohibition of the
conversion to LED technology of existing stationary billboards on private
property. Texas courts have held that, in the exercise of its proprietary functions, a governmental entity cannot use its regulatory powers to rig a market in its favor. It cannot seek to create a city owned monopoly of the siting
of LED Billboards, providing for its own enrichment at the expense of other
property owners. In response, those owners will seek permits for LED Billboards and the courts will sustain their legal challenges to the City's denial
of their permit applications. The community will be the ultimate loser as the
floodgates open for hundreds of additional LED Billboards, not only on the
interstate system, but on major thoroughfares all over the City.

The Civic Association will also run
an open ZOOM room from 6:30 –
8:30pm on October 5th – with a
streaming show of the neighborhood’s history and recent improvements. This will give residents an opportunity to meet and Houston does not need any new billboards, digital or stagnant. Houston
visit online with each other, and to needs safe roads, free of visual clutter.
welcome new residents to Frist
Blanca Ortega
Montrose Commons.
Scenic Houston
https://scenichouston.org/
We will present more details
about National Night Out ’21 at
the September 21 CAFMC Meeting – online via ZOOM.

Attend the September 21 CAFMC Meeting to learn what you can do
to help Scenic Houston stop this waste of City properties and
addition of more visual distractions along our public streets.

Don’t miss the September 21st CAFMC ZOOM Meeting. Special presentations from Scenic Houston and from METRO –
learn about METRO’s action plans affecting Montrose – Tuesday, Sept 21 at 7:00pm via ZOOM
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Call Your Legislators –
It’s Horse-Tradin’ Time in Austin!
Governor Abbott has called a third
Special Session of the Legislature to address redistricting for Texas.
If Texas senate or house districts are not enacted during the first regular
session following the publication of the decennial census, the Texas
Constitution requires that the Legislative Redistricting Board (LRB), a
five‐member body of state officials including the lieutenant governor and
speaker of the house, meet and adopt its own plan. The LRB has
jurisdiction only in the months immediately following that regular session.
If congressional or State Board of Education districts are not enacted
during the regular session, the governor may call a special session to
consider the matter. If the governor does not call a special session, then a
state or federal district court likely will issue court‐ordered plans.
Similarly, if the legislature and LRB fail to adopt a state senate or state
house plan, a court will likely issue a plan to fill the void. -https://redistricting.capitol.texas.gov/

Since the 2020 decennial census data was delivered after the the
regular legislative session adjourned, the only way for Texas to elect
the two additional representatives it gained as a result of the census is to hold a Special Legislative Session. This means the time
available for the usual public hearings will be limited, and the process of creating the Congressional Districts for the next decade is
likely to stir up more than the usual “horse-trading”.
You are urged to contact your State Legislators to let them know
how you’d like our new Congressional Districts to be drawn so they
provide the fairest representation for ALL Texans.
More information on Redistricting in Texas can be found here:
https://redistricting.capitol.texas.gov/
Our State Senator for District 15 is Senator John Whitmire
https://senate.texas.gov/member.php?d=15#Office

Our State Representative for District 147 is Garnet Coleman
(713) 520-5355
https://house.texas.gov/members/member-page/email/?district=147&session=87

Gerrymandering
Gerrymandering is a practice intended to establish an unfair political advantage for a particular party or group by manipulating
the boundaries of electoral districts, which is most commonly
used in first-past-the-post electoral systems.
Two principal tactics are used in gerrymandering: "cracking" (i.e.
diluting the voting power of the opposing party's supporters
across many districts) and "packing" (concentrating the opposing party's voting power in one district to reduce their voting
power in other districts.
-- https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gerrymandering

Why Worry about
Redistricting?

R

As COVID-19 Continues

HARSH FLU
edistricting affects SEASON FEARED
not only State and
National Elections

The 2020 influenza season
County, City, and School surprised many by its seemDistrict Elections are also detering absence-- this, despite a
mined by districts drawn each 10 much lower vaccination
years for those levels of governrate.
ment.

Redistricting is where the
machines that make the
sausage are made!
Your direct involvement with your
currently elected representatives
at each of these levels is crucial
to fairly draw district boundaries
for each.

Vaccination is faster, safer,
& easier than COVID
https://houstonemergency.org/covid-19-vaccines/

Schedule your FREE
vaccination TODAY
Protect yourself. Protect others!

But the real reason 2020 saw
such a lowered incidence of influenza is because we were all
gripped by fear of COVID-19, and
so wore face masks and washed
our hands, and avoided gatherings – the very measures used in
1918-19 to help abate the H1N1
Influenza Pandemic.
Alas, pandemic fatigue and restlessness has set it and most sensible precautions have been
abandoned. But now, in 2021,
the influenza virus is free to run
wild through a population largely
unvaccinated and largely without
natural antibodies from the preceding year. And kids are back in
school!
Influenza is an airborne viral disease that infects respiratory tract
tissues. It infects 5-15% of the
world’s population each year, and
kills 300,000-650,00.

The incidence and severity
of flu infections can be
greatly reduced by vaccination, and the CDC strongly
recommends getting the
“Flu Shot” this year to help
prevent co-infection with influenza during the COVID-19
outbreak. (Masks work, too!)
– Don’t Wait –
Get Your Flu Shot Today!
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provide very
substantial financial support to
The Civic Association of The First
Montrose Commons, greatly
facilitating our work to preserve and
protect our unique historic urban
neighborhood.
If you own a business in or near First Montrose
Commons and are interested in becoming a
Neighborhood Patron, please contact us via email
at president@firstmontrosecommons.org . We’d be happy
to discuss this program with you!

If you own a business and wish to become a commercial member
of
First Montrose Commons, please contact us via our web page:
https://firstmontrosecommons.org
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Are You
Planning to
Move Out of
First Montrose
Commons?
We hate to see you leave us,
but we ask that you let us
know
Maintaining an accurate and complete mailing list is an essential
requirement to run a successful
Civic Association – and to avoid
wasted time and frustration sending out emails for unpaid dues.

If you are planning to move out of
First Montrose Commons, please
let us know. You can either email
president@firstmontrosecommons.org or
you can click the UNSUBSCRIBE
link at the bottom of any email announcement we have sent you –
just list “Moved” as the reason for
unsubscribing, we’ll take care of
the rest.
Letting us know you are moving
also helps us to keep an eye on
the property until our new neighbors move in—avoiding costly vandalism or squatting.
We enjoyed having you as part of
our vibrant community and thank
you in advance for helping us out
one last time before you go. Best
of luck in your new location!

CAFMC to Accept ZELLE
Payments for Dues Soon
CAFMC will soon begin accepting
payments for Residential and
Commercial Memberships using
ZELLE payments. Payments must
be made in full. Any partial
payments will be considered
donations and not applied to
dues. Access to the ZELLE
payment system is via your
personal banking app only. You
must complete the ONLINE
SUBSCRIPTION FORM before you send
a ZELLE payment so we can
properly credit your account.

PayPal Fees
Increased August 2
CAFMC kept its Residential Membership Dues at $10 per person
per year for 27 years despite increasing costs. Dues increased to
$20 per person per year in January—just covering the cost of inflation since 1993.
In 2021 86% of Residential Dues
were paid via PayPal. The fee we
paid was 2.9% plus 30¢per transaction. Beginning August 2nd that
fee increased to 3.49% plus
49¢per transaction. So instead of
receiving $19.12 for each single
membership, CAFMC will receive
only $18.82.

City launches new 311 system.
https://www.houstontx.gov/311/
SeeClickFix NO LONGER ACTIVE

H
Reserve Your Free Tickets Now
If free is your favorite price, get the most bang for it on Thursdays at the MFAH, courtesy of Shell Oil Company. Here are six
amazing things you could see, totally free, Thursdays:
•

Three Centuries of American Art – Antiquities,
European and American Masterpieces from The Fayez
S. Sarofim Collection

•

Olga de Amaral: To Weave a Rock

•

Chromosaturation MFAH, Carlos Cruz-Diez’s immersive
tunnel

•

All of the works on view from the MFAH collections

•

Modern and contemporary art throughout the Kinder
Building

•

Cullen Sculpture Garden, BBVA Roof Garden, and The
Brown Foundation, Inc. Plaza

Plus, these bonuses: The Museum is open late until 9 p.m. on
Thursdays, and parking is free after 5 p.m.
Reserve free general admission tickets now to secure your spot.

We do not intend to raise
Residential Membership Dues to
cover this cost. If you are paying
for more than one member, the
fee charged to CAFMC is less if
you pay for all in a single transaction.
If you carry a cash balance in your
PayPal account, choosing to Pay with
PayPal Balance as your payment
method does not result fees charged
to CAFMC.

Don’t Wait until the
September Meeting to
pay your 2021 dues!
The deadline to pay is
Friday September 17th
Pay CAFMC DUES ONLINE
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All Applications for Certificates of Appropriateness MUST be filed ONLINE https://cohweb.houstontx.gov/hpt/Login.aspx
Next HAHC Meeting – Thursday, September 23, 2021 2:00pm IN PERSON at
900 Bagby St, City Council Chamber. No CoA Application are pending for the FMCHD
Have your design plans pre-reviewed by a staffer at the Historic Preservation Office – NO FEE or SIGN REQUIRED
https://www.houstontx.gov/planning/HistoricPres/docs_pdfs/Worksheets/Design%20Review%20form_2020.pdf
It is ALWAYS recommended that owners and contractors working in any of the City’s
Historic Districts call the Historic Preservation Planner of the Day at 832-393-6556
BEFORE beginning any project on the exterior or any project which requires a
building permit (electrical, plumbing, roofing, or structural interior work). Although these types of construction don’t fall under the Historic Preservation
Ordinance, you cannot obtain a permit without first clearing it through the
Historic Preservation Office.
APPLICATION FEES – CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS
New Construction and Additions – Commercial and Residential *
– Accessory Structures**
Restoration & Alteration (No Additions)
Demolition/Relocation

TOTAL*
$ 297.96
$ 131.50
$ 134.67
$ 329.90 *

*Includes required $29.72 administrative fee. The 2020 fee increase is effective
Jan 1, 2020. ** An accessory structure is a structure that is incidental and subordinate to the principal structures on the property, is physically detached from the principal structures, and is uninhabitable (ex. garage, workshop, garden shed, gazebo,
carport, pool house, storage building). Garage apartments, accessory dwelling units,
or any structure designed as or being used for sleeping quarters or living space are
not considered accessory structures for fee purposes.
Required fees must be paid no later than close of business on Monday after the COA
deadline. Administrative approvals that are not subject to monthly COA deadlines will
not be processed until the fee is paid. If you fail to pay the application fee on time,
your application may be deemed incomplete. Please contact Historic Preservation
staff at 832-393-6556 or historicpreservation@houstontx.gov if you have questions
about your project type, fee amount, or payment deadlines.
https://www.houstontx.gov/planning/HistoricPres/docs_pdfs/COA_Fee_Information_2021.pdf

If you see work being done without permits displayed – CALL 311 immediately.
The only way to prevent irretrievable loss of historic materials is to promptly report unauthorized work
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Window Workshop October 2nd & 3rd
AIA is hosting a window workshop – please help to forward on to anyone you know that may be interested and/or share on your social
media (see attached). Thank you for all your help in the historic districts of Houston!

CAFMC Board Elections
Tuesday, November 16
7:15pm
We are Seeking Candidates for
All Nine (9) Positions on the
Board Now

AIA Houston’s Historic Resources Committee is excited to finally host
the rescheduled Wood Window Workshop on October 2nd & 3rd,
Candidates must be Members in
2021, at Project Rowhouses!
Good Standing as defined in ArtiParticipants can attend a 1-day “Basics Workshop” on Saturday,
cle 5 of the Bylaws. Basically, this
which will introduce the various parts of a double-hung wood winmeans that you have paid your
dow and the processes and tools necessary to perform a “mechani- 2021 CAFMC Dues on or before
cal makeover” on the window, or they can attend both Saturday and Friday, September 17, 2021.
Sunday for the 2-day “MicroSkills Workshop” and spend the following day putting that knowledge to work and getting hands-on experi- There are five (5) Officers, and
ence with each part of the window restoration and assembly. We will four (4) Directors as follows:
be working on the front windows of the houses provided to families
Officers:
in PRH’s Young Mothers Residential Program and end the weekend
• President
with fully operational windows at the front facades of these homes.
• Vice President
Further information can be found in the and the registration link can
be found here:
https://aiahouston.org/v/event-detail/Wood-Window-Workshop-2021/1sj/

Registration is open, and space is limited!
If you are not able to attend, but would still like to support this workshop, we have the following sponsorship categories available:

•

Secretary

•

Treasurer

•

Historian

Directors

Don’t Forget National
Night Out!
Tuesday October 5
6:30 – 8:30 pm
Via ZOOM and an
HPD Parade in FMC

S

adly, COVID-19 continues to
ravage our community, so in
the interest of safety, we will once
again celebrate National Night
Out as a mixed virtual and outdoor event.
We will open the ZOOM Room at
6:30 pm featuring a show about
the history of First Montrose Commons and how we came to be as
we are today.
What happened to Connor Street?
Why is the 500 block so much longer
than others?

•
Third Ward Preservation Sponsor: $1,000 - This level of
sponsorship helps to support additional work to existing doublehung wood windows at Project Row Houses. Your company logo will
be featured in our AIA HRC website, WWW marketing emails, during
the event and AIA WWW booklet.

•

Director of Activities

Which two streets still bear Confederate names?

•

Director of
Communications

All will be revealed at National Night
Out!

•

Director of Membership

•
Educational Sponsor: $800 - This level of sponsorship supports educational content during the entire weekend workshop including all educational booklets that offer wood window restoration
resources to all participants. Your company logo will be featured in
WWW marketing emails and cover of our AIA WWW booklet

•

Director of Security

The ZOOM Room will be open so
you can meet and visit with your
neighbors online. We will NOT record this meeting, as it is considered a social event rather than a
business meeting.

Any two or more offices may be
held by the same person, except
the offices of President and VicePresident, President and Secretary, or President and Treasurer.

•
Gold Wood Window Supporter: $400 - This level of sponsorship helps to support the overall success of the workshop. Your com- Persons interested in standing for
pany logo will be featured in WWW marketing emails and on the AIA Office should contact the ChairWWW booklet.
man of the Committee on Nominations—William Stewart, via
•
Silver Wood Window Supporter: $150 - This level of sponsorship helps to support the overall success of the third ward Wood email at
billsteward20@yahoo.com to be inWindow workshop.
cluded in the nominations and to
Sincerely,
discuss the responsibilities of the
position.
Thank you to all and hope to see you at the workshop!
Yasmin Arslan, Assoc. AIA,
Historic Preservation Planner II
Historic Preservation Office

Your Civic Association belongs to
you, its members. Only you can
determine its future and that of
our neighborhood.

Light up the Night in
BLUE to welcome HPD’s
mini parade through
FMC
We are asking residents to light
up their fences and/or porches
with blue lights to show our appreciation of HPD’s efforts
through a very tough year.
The Civic Association will also
mark National Night Out with US
Flags along the fence top of our
SPARK Park.
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2021 Board of Directors – The Civic Association of The First Montrose Commons, Inc.

The Civic Association of The First Montrose Commons, Inc. is a not-for-profit 501(c)4 Corporation. Dues and Donations are NOT tax deductible under IRS
Regulations. We meet at 7:00pm each third Tuesday. Residential Membership is open to anyone who lives or owns property in our incorporated area
(bounded by W. Alabama, Richmond, Montrose and Spur 527-Milam). Dues are $20 per person per year, payable each January. Commercial Memberships
are open to qualifying businesses and institutions subject to Board approval – see our website for details.
The First Montrose Commons Historic District of the City of Houston is wholly contained within First Montrose Commons. It is the policy of our Civic
Association to attend each meeting of the Houston Archaeological and Historical Commission to assure full compliance with the provisions of the City’s
Historic Preservation Ordinance as it applies to our Historic District.

The Civic Association of The First Montrose Commons
will meet via Zoom® Tuesday, September 21 at 7pm
You will receive an email with a link and invitation

HELPFUL CONTACT INFORMATION
CRIMEREPORTS™
https://www.crimereports.com/
LEXISNEXIS® | COMMUNITY CRIME MAP
https://communitycrimemap.com
EMERGENCIES -LIFE, PROPERTY IN
IMMEDIATE DANGER ➔

911

NON-EMERGENCY POLICE
(Parking Violation, Crime Report)
713-884-3131

HPD NO DOPE HOTLINE

713-466-3673

The STREET

IS NOT

YOUR GARAGE

ALL OTHER CITY SERVICES
311
BEST TO USE SMARTPHONE APP
NEXTDOOR.COM
– South Montrose Group

POLICE PATROLS ARE DATA DRIVEN
©2021 The Civic Association of The First Montrose Commons, Inc. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

