It’s HURRICANE SEASON – Are You Prepared?
The Newsletter of The Civic Association of The First Montrose Commons, Inc.

Volume 27 Number 9
27 Years Preserving Our History
– Protecting Our Future

November 16, 2021 7:20pm – Elections – CAFMC 2022 Board of Directors
Attend November 16 CAFMC Meeting to Meet New District C Chief of Staff; Elect 2022 CAFMC Board; and Plan our 2021 HOLIDAY PARTY

Don’t Miss The November CAFMC Meeting
Tuesday November 16, 2021 – 7:00 – 8:30 om via ZOOM

T

HE NOVEMBER 16 CAFMC MEETING VIA
ZOOM WILL BEGIN PROMPTLY AT 7:00PM.
THE ZOOM ROOM WILL OPEN ABOUT 15 MINUTES
EARLY TO ALLOW EVERYONE TO LOG IN AND GET
THEIR DEVICES SET – AND PERHAPS VISIT A BIT
WITH NEIGHBORS BEFORE WE START. Following

our usual introductory business, we will
introduce Mr. Lance Gilliam, the new
Chief of Staff for Distrct C, CM Abbie
Kamin’s office for some remarks.

compliance with our Bylaws this
vote will be by Roll Call, with the
Secretary calling names of eligible
members in alphabetical order.
As required by the Bylaws, the newly
elected 2022 Board will immediately assume running of the meeting and Association.

The first and item on the agenda following the election is the planning
At 7:20 pm Vice President William Stew- of the 2021 CAFMC Holiday Party.
art, Chair, Nominations Committee, and We will also briefly discuss landSecretary Richard Peoples will take over scaping along the fence of the
the meeting to open the floor for nominaSPARK Park.
tions to each of the nine positions on the
We are grateful to Dr. and Mrs. Jim
2022 CAFMC Board. Members are reWheeler for allowing us to use the
minded that only those Residents who
grounds of the Historic Milam
paid their 2021 dues on or before SepHouse to resume our Annual Holitember 17, 2021 may stand for office,
nominate or vote for candidates, or vote day Party Tradition this year. Because COVID-19 has not gone away,
on issues before the Association.
all party activities will remain outOnce Nominations are closed, we will im- doors only – except that attendees
mediately proceed to vote for the five Of- will have access to the restroom inficers and four Directors. To ensure
doors via a single entrance.
C A F M C ME E TIN G –
T U E , N OV 16 – 7 pm Z OO M

Your Civic Association Needs YOU – NOW
We have advocated for everyone who owns
property or lives in First Montrose Commons, whether you paid your Residential
Membership Dues or not. Much of this advocacy required hours of work. It preserved
your quality of life, and the character of
your neighborhood.
We run a very efficient Civic Association and our
dues remain among the lowest of any civic association in the area. Please pay your fair share
now so that we can continue our long tradition
of successful advocacy for our unique neighborhood.
You can Pay your 2022 CAFMC DUES online now https://FirstMontroseCommons.org/PayDuesPayPal/

SPARK Park Hours for
November & December
Evening Closure at 6:00pm
SPARK rules state the park must close
at dusk, which changes with the season. This means our SPARK Park will
close at 6:00pm for November, and
December as days shorten.
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Your City Council Representatives
District C Council Member

Abbie Kamin
districtc@houstontx.gov
832-393-3004
At Large 1 Council Member

National Night Out

CAFMC Observes
National Night Out
With HPD Parade
Tuesday, October 5 th , FMC residents lit up
the neighborhood in blue lights and came
out to the sidewalks to greet our HPD
Parade. It seems two patrol cars got a little
left behind – as they showed up on the
route just as the first Officers were exiting
the neighborhood! But that just meant we
had two mini-parades!

T

rick-or-Treat in FMC was but one of the things we had to
cancel during the height of COVID-19, and it was wone of
the most important events we hosted as a Civic Association. So, this Halloween the Board decided to try something a
bit different – and Trick-or-Treat became Pick Your Treat with
Pumpkins in the Park. We set up the new CAFMC Tent and
prepared pre-fill treat buckets for those who RSVP’d.

Mike Knox
atlarge1@houstontx.gov
832-393-3014
At Large 2 Council Member

David Robinson
atlarge2@houstontx.gov
832-393-3013
At Large 3 Council Member

Michael Kubosh
atlarge3@houstontx.gov
832-393-3005
At Large 4 Council Member

Letitia Plummer
atlarge4@houstontx.gov
832-393-3012
At Large 5 Council Member

Sallie Alcorn
atlarge5@houstontx.gov
832-3933017

CAFMC
Pick Your Treat
Pumpkins in the
Park Big Hit with
Parents & Kids

Our observance of National Night
Out this year may not have been
as grand a production as in years
prior to COVID-19, but we had a
great turnout of neighbors – old
and new, greeting both the Police
Officers and meeting one another
– exactly the purpose of the National Night Out celebration!
Several new residents of FMC
even signed up to subscribe to
our email and newsletter, and we
hope they will join us at the
Annual Holiday Party in December
to see how FMC really throws
parties!

I must say the RSVP rate was disappointingly underwhelming, but I am glad
we prepared extras just in case, because instead of the 7 families who
RSVP’d – we had nearly 50 folks show up for the hour and a half long evening event. Parents posed with their costumed kids in front of the pumpkin
festooned rock climb to take lots of pictures. Corralling the kids was a challenge, as most seemed keener to play soccer after devouring their treats!
Then as the sun left in the west – just as quickly as it started – Pumpkins in
the Park was over – with the real pumpkins being carried off by a few families to use for holiday decorations or treats of their own. Check out the
photo shows on the FMC website, small version on the home page, and
larger version on the Our Activities page.
.

If you don’t already have HPD’s
Non-emergency number in your
contacts on your phone – please
take a moment to add it now:
Houston Police Non Emergency
713-884-3131
Use this number to report
abandoned vehicles, suspcious
persons, or any other non-life
threatening criminal activity to
HPD. Police Patrols are DATA
DRIVEN!

The new CAFMC Tent arrived just in time for Pick Your Treat – Pumpkins
in the Park. Clearly, we need a bit more practice tightening the canopy!
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These Zombies are not just merely dead,
They’re REALLY, Most Sincerely DEAD!
And DANGEROUS
Two “Zombie” Trees – Trees which were killed by February’s deep
freeze but appeared briefly to have survived are in fact now shedding dead branches and tree parts onto FMC’s busiest sidewalk and
the SPARK Soccer pitch – despite multiple calls to 311 to have them
removed.
These two American Elms,
planted 20 years ago by HSPVA,
did not survive the Great Texas
Freeze of ’21. Each tried to muster a few new leaves in April
along their trunks, but it has
been clear for months now that
these two trees froze solid to
the sapwood – that part of the
tree trunk which provides the
cells to carry water and nutrients throughout the tree. Since
Looking west along the south fence
water expands nearly 10% as it
of SPARK Park – you can see the
freezes solid, the trunk bursts
dead limb hanging over the jogging
from the inside out, completely
trail and the soccer pitch – the ordestroying its structural and
ange removal paint placed on this
tree months ago is almost completely functional integrity, then it’s
only a matter of time before ininvisible now as the bark has been
sects and fungi working to clean
shed from that portion of its trunk.
up this dead matter fell the
tree. We have already seen this process occur in FMC – at Stanford
and Colquitt – where a woman was injured as a large branch split
form the Magnolia tree there.
All this information has been appropriately reported to the City of Houston
via 311 and numerous emails to District C’s office. BUT the service standard for the Parks department to remove a dead tree on City property is
NINETY DAYS! That’s if the Parks Department can find someone to remove
it – They are grossly understaffed, and have been for several years (remember how hard we fought to get Urban foresters to FMC during NSR 467?)
Leaving the Urban Forestry section of the Parks Department this understaffed is simply not acceptable. Their services to the citizens of Houston
are just as essential as Solid Waste, Police and Fire protection. We must insist that the Mayor and Council adequately fund the Parks Department to
hire enough Urban Forestry officers to promptly determine when a tree
must be removed for safety reasons, and then to assure that it is promptly
removed before injuring someone—NOT NINETY (90) days later!
You are encouraged to contact CM Kamin, our District Councilmember, and
chair of the Public Safety and Homeland Security Committee of City Council.
Let CM Kamin know how important it is to adequately staff the Urban Forestry section of the Parks Dept. to prevent additional injuries from dead or
diseased trees along our streets.

DEAD TREES
OVERHEAD

Both these American Elms were killed in February 2021, yet neither has been
removed and both continue to shed dead bark and limbs over our busiest
sidewalk and the children’s’ playground at SPARK
– Photo taken October 30, 2021

Notice the bark has split longitudinally up the truck – from its base – and extending out to the tips of the branches – a sure sign this tree has frozen solid,
rupturing the critical structures inside its trunk. These splits extend deep into
the trunk itself
Sadly, there is no saving these two
trees. They have each succumbed to
CONTACT:
death from harsh natural causes.
Council Member Abbie
What we must now do is remove
Kamin,
them – before they fall or become inCouncil Member District C,
fected with diseases that can weaken
our remaining trees. Then, we can
Chair, Public Safety and
discuss replacing these trees, perHomeland Security
haps with hardier, better adapted
Committee
species for the future. But we

must have them removed
NOW!

ALERT! – DEAD TREES OVERHEAD ABOVE SIDEWALK ON
WEST MAIN STREET NEAR GREELEY – PLEASE AVOID
WALKING ON THIS SIDEWALK – RISK OF INJURY!

DistrictC@houstontx.gov
Abbie.Kamin@HoustonTX.gov
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provide very
substantial financial support to
The Civic Association of The First
Montrose Commons, greatly
facilitating our work to preserve and
protect our unique historic urban
neighborhood.
If you own a business in or near First Montrose
Commons and are interested in becoming a
Neighborhood Patron, please contact us via email
at president@firstmontrosecommons.org . We’d be happy
to discuss this program with you!

If you own a business and wish to become a commercial member
of
First Montrose Commons, please contact us via our web page:
https://firstmontrosecommons.org
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Are You
Planning to
Move Out of
First Montrose
Commons?
We hate to see you leave us,
but we ask that you let us
know
Maintaining an accurate and complete mailing list is an essential
requirement to run a successful
Civic Association – and to avoid
wasted time and frustration sending out emails for unpaid dues.

If you are planning to move out of
First Montrose Commons, please
let us know. You can either email
president@firstmontrosecommons.org or
you can click the UNSUBSCRIBE
link at the bottom of any email announcement we have sent you –
just list “Moved” as the reason for
unsubscribing, we’ll take care of
the rest.

PayPal Fees
Increased August 2
CAFMC kept its Residential Membership Dues at $10 per person
per year for 27 years despite increasing costs. Dues increased to
$20 per person per year in January—just covering the cost of inflation since 1993.

City launches new 311 system.
https://www.houstontx.gov/311/
SeeClickFix NO LONGER ACTIVE

UST to Sponsor Christmas Bazaar

In 2021 86% of Residential Dues
were paid via PayPal. The fee we
paid was 2.9% plus 30¢per transaction. Beginning August 2nd that
fee increased to 3.49% plus
49¢per transaction. So instead of
receiving $19.12 for each single
membership, CAFMC will receive
only $18.82.
We do not intend to raise
Residential Membership Dues to
cover this cost. If you are paying
for more than one member, the
fee charged to CAFMC is less if
you pay for all in a single transaction.
If you carry a cash balance in your
PayPal account, choosing to Pay with
PayPal Balance as your payment
method does not result fees charged
to CAFMC.
Just a short healthy walk from First Montrose Commons, The
University of St. Thomas is holding a Christmas Bazaar Dec 1, 2,
and 3. Enjoy a nice autumn walk and check out their offerings.

Letting us know you are moving
also helps us to keep an eye on
the property until our new neighbors move in—avoiding costly vandalism or squatting.

CSHP – Center for Science and Health Professions, located at
Yoakum Blvd. and West Main St.

Is Your CO and Smoke Alarm Working?

We enjoyed having you as part of
our vibrant community and thank
you in advance for helping us out
one last time before you go. Best
of luck in your new location!

Can you tell immediately where each one is in your home?
Are they hardwired to the mains electricity or battery operated?

Pay CAFMC DUES ONLINE

You must be able to answer all of these questions without a second
thought if these devices are to protect you from two of the deadliest
threats in your home. In fact, every residence should have BOTH a hardwired (powered by 110 VAC and Battery backup) and a battery-operated
smoke detector near the kitchen and by the door of every sleeping area
on every floor. It should also have a Carbon Monoxide detector in each
of these locations as well. Fortunately, combination units are available
and in expensive. Ideally you have units that wirelessly sound the alarm
throughout the house – telling you where the smoke or CO is located.

Autumn is a deadly time of year for house fires and CO asphyxiation as heating systems first start up
after months of sitting idle. Have your heating system and Smoke and CO Alarms checked NOW to
avoid a preventable tragedy!
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All Applications for Certificates of Appropriateness MUST be filed ONLINE https://cohweb.houstontx.gov/hpt/Login.aspx
Next HAHC Meeting – WEDNESDAY, November 17, 2021 2:00pm IN PERSON at
900 Bagby St, City Council Chamber. No CoA Application are pending for the FMCHD
Have your design plans pre-reviewed by a staffer at the Historic Preservation Office – NO FEE or SIGN REQUIRED
https://www.houstontx.gov/planning/HistoricPres/docs_pdfs/Worksheets/Design%20Review%20form_2020.pdf
It is ALWAYS recommended that owners and contractors working in any of the City’s
Historic Districts call the Historic Preservation Planner of the Day at 832-393-6556
BEFORE beginning any project on the exterior or any project which requires a
building permit (electrical, plumbing, roofing, or structural interior work). Although these types of construction don’t fall under the Historic Preservation
Ordinance, you cannot obtain a permit without first clearing it through the
Historic Preservation Office.
APPLICATION FEES – CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS
New Construction and Additions – Commercial and Residential *
– Accessory Structures**
Restoration & Alteration (No Additions)
Demolition/Relocation

TOTAL*
$ 297.96
$ 131.50
$ 134.67
$ 329.90 *

*Includes required $29.72 administrative fee. The 2020 fee increase is effective
Jan 1, 2020. ** An accessory structure is a structure that is incidental and subordinate to the principal structures on the property, is physically detached from the principal structures, and is uninhabitable (ex. garage, workshop, garden shed, gazebo,
carport, pool house, storage building). Garage apartments, accessory dwelling units,
or any structure designed as or being used for sleeping quarters or living space are
not considered accessory structures for fee purposes.
Required fees must be paid no later than close of business on Monday after the COA
deadline. Administrative approvals that are not subject to monthly COA deadlines will
not be processed until the fee is paid. If you fail to pay the application fee on time,
your application may be deemed incomplete. Please contact Historic Preservation
staff at 832-393-6556 or historicpreservation@houstontx.gov if you have questions
about your project type, fee amount, or payment deadlines.
https://www.houstontx.gov/planning/HistoricPres/docs_pdfs/COA_Fee_Information_2021.pdf

If you see work being done without permits displayed – CALL 311 immediately.
The only way to prevent irretrievable loss of historic materials is to promptly report unauthorized work
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Window Workshop October 2nd & 3rd
AIA Houston’s Historic Resources Committee hosted its Wood Window Workshop on October 2nd & 3rd, 2021, at Project Rowhouses.
FMC members Steve Longmire and Bruce Clark each attended the
two-day educational and practical workshop—working to restore
100-year-old wood sash double hung windows on four Project Rowhouses homes.

CAFMC Board Elections
Tuesday, November 16
7:20pm
We are Seeking Candidates for
All Nine (9) Positions on the
Board Now

Candidates must be Members in
Two staffers from the Historic Preservation Office also attended,
Good Standing as defined in Artigaining intimate familiarity of what exactly is required when HPO re- cle 5 of the Bylaws. Basically, this
quires that historic wood windows are repaired rather than replaced. means that you have paid your
Attendees helped to repair badly rotted sills and sashes, reglaze an- 2021 CAFMC Dues on or before
Friday, September 17, 2021.
tique panes of glass, and reinstall ropes and sash weights on the
homes – restoring the ability to safely open and close these long-neglected windows.

There are five (5) Officers, and
four (4) Directors as follows:

In terms of energy efficiency, it was pointed out that the “greenest
window is the one that’s already installed and properly maintained.”
And that less than 3% of a home’s heat loss or gain comes through
even single pane windows – as long as the sashes properly fit and
seam in their frames. Insulating the attic, stopped air leaks around
baseboards and doors, and shading windows with draperies or
blinds are all measures which provide far more energy efficiency
than even the most expensive multiple-pane windows can.

Officers:

Moreover, the wooden weighted double hung windows most people
want to replace with “modern windows” were built into the very
structure of the historic balloon-framed house, and thus are critical
structural elements of that house. Unless done very carefully, replacing them with a modern prefab window can actually weaken the
structure of the building.
The AIA is looking to host another wood window workshop within the
next year, but their next workshop is likely to be fore owners of
homes with mid-century aluminum windows, since requests to replace these are the single most common reason for CofA requests
from the Glenbrook Valley Historic District.

•

President

•

Vice President

•

Secretary

•

Treasurer

•

Historian

Directors
•

Director of Activities

•

Director of
Communications

•

Director of Membership

•

Director of Security

Any two or more offices may be
held by the same person, except
the offices of President and VicePresident, President and Secretary, or President and Treasurer.
Persons interested in standing for
Office should contact the Chairman of the Committee on Nominations—William Stewart, via
email at
billsteward20@yahoo.com to be included in the nominations and to
discuss the responsibilities of the
position.
Your Civic Association belongs to
you, its members. Only you can
determine its future and that of
our neighborhood.
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2021 Board of Directors – The Civic Association of The First Montrose Commons, Inc.

The Civic Association of The First Montrose Commons, Inc. is a not-for-profit 501(c)4 Corporation. Dues and Donations are NOT tax deductible under IRS
Regulations. We meet at 7:00pm each third Tuesday. Residential Membership is open to anyone who lives or owns property in our incorporated area
(bounded by W. Alabama, Richmond, Montrose and Spur 527-Milam). Dues are $20 per person per year, payable each January. Commercial Memberships
are open to qualifying businesses and institutions subject to Board approval – see our website for details.
The First Montrose Commons Historic District of the City of Houston is wholly contained within First Montrose Commons. It is the policy of our Civic
Association to attend each meeting of the Houston Archaeological and Historical Commission to assure full compliance with the provisions of the City’s
Historic Preservation Ordinance as it applies to our Historic District.

The Civic Association of The First Montrose Commons
will meet via Zoom® Tuesday, September 21 at 7pm
You will receive an email with a link and invitation

HELPFUL CONTACT INFORMATION
CRIMEREPORTS™
https://www.crimereports.com/
LEXISNEXIS® | COMMUNITY CRIME MAP
https://communitycrimemap.com
EMERGENCIES -LIFE, PROPERTY IN
IMMEDIATE DANGER ➔

911

NON-EMERGENCY POLICE
(Parking Violation, Crime Report)
713-884-3131

HPD NO DOPE HOTLINE

713-466-3673

The STREET

IS NOT

YOUR GARAGE

ALL OTHER CITY SERVICES
311
BEST TO USE SMARTPHONE APP
NEXTDOOR.COM
– South Montrose Group

POLICE PATROLS ARE DATA DRIVEN
©2021 The Civic Association of The First Montrose Commons, Inc. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

