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28 Years Preserving Our History
– Protecting Our Future

ANNUAL HOLIDAY PARTY RETURNS Sat DEC 11 5:30-7:30PM
Lots of gathering in FMC on December 11 th

Arabian Nights Festival
FMC Annual Holiday Party
Saturday December 11, 2021

W

E IN FIRST MONTROSE COMMONS ARE
BLESSED WITH OPPORTUNITIES TO GATHER
AND SOCIALIZE ON SATURDAY DECEMBER 11TH --

The AIMS PTO will kick off the afternoon
at 3:00pm on the campus at 4001
Stanford (and in the SPARK Park as they
hold their Arabian Nights Festival from 37pm. Everyone is invited to stop by and
enjoy performances by students of our
Magnet School, the only Public Magnet
Arabic Dual Language school in the
nation.

your new neighbors and visit with
old friends.
This year’s event is out-of-doors to
provide plenty of social distancing.
The Civic Association will provide tables and chairs and pizzas – you
bring your own beverages (please
don’t forget to bring some for the
kids, too!).

We’ll have a running slide show
about our unique neighborhood’s
rich history with seasonal music as
Beginning at 5:30pm the party moves up background—but the whole point is
West Main Street to the grounds of the
to encourage everyone to turn out,
Historic Milam House (W Main at Bute
visit, and get reacquainted after far
St) where our signature First Montrose
too long an isolation during COVIDCommons Annual Holiday Party returns
19.
at last! Come celebrate the 28th birthday
We are starting a bit earlier than in
of your Civic Association! Get to know
the past so that families with young
kids can participate, too, with a

photo spot so everyone can take
Holiday pictures (for next year’s
cards).
Thanks to Dr. and Mrs. Jim Wheeler
for allowing us to use the grounds of
the Historic Milam House to resume
our Annual Holiday Party Tradition
this year. Because COVID-19 has
not gone away, all party activities
will remain outdoors only – except
that attendees will have access to
the restroom indoors via a single
entrance.
You can Pay your 2022 CAFMC DUES online now https://FirstMontroseCommons.org/PayDuesPayPal/

SPARK Park Hours for November & December
Evening Closure at 6:00pm

SPARK rules state the park must close
at dusk, which changes with the season.
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Your City Council Representatives
District C Council Member

One Saturday

TWO
PARTIES!
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All in FMC!
Abbie Kamin
districtc@houstontx.gov
832-393-3004
At Large 1 Council Member

Mike Knox
atlarge1@houstontx.gov
832-393-3014
At Large 2 Council Member

David Robinson
atlarge2@houstontx.gov
832-393-3013
At Large 3 Council Member

Michael Kubosh
atlarge3@houstontx.gov
832-393-3005
At Large 4 Council Member

Letitia Plummer
atlarge4@houstontx.gov
832-393-3012
At Large 5 Council Member

Drop by the AIMS Campus for the AIMS PTO’s Arabian Nights Festival!
Saturday December 11 3-7 pm
Sallie Alcorn
atlarge5@houstontx.gov
832-3933017

All are welcome – Enjoy performances by the students and hospitality by the Parents and Staff
of AIMS, the nations’ only Public Arabic Immersion Magnet School, located right here in the
heart of First Montrose Commons.
Then at 5:30 come down to the Milam House for the Annual FMC Holiday Party!
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Join us to celebrate the
28th Birthday of

The Civic Association of
The First Montrose Commons
at our Annual Holiday Party
on the grounds of

The Historic Milam House,
4011 Milam at West Main
Street.
Saturday December 11,
5:30 – 7:30 pm.
BYOB – remember something
for the kids!
NO PETS PERMITTED
Enjoy PIZZA al Fresco and the
comradeship First Montrose
Commons is famous for!
Everyone welcome – (you
guys who are renting, too!).
AIMS Families encouraged to
visit & meet your neighbors.
Stop by the Arabian Nights
Festival first – but save some
room for the pizza and then
come down West Main to the
party that launched our Civic
Association 28 years ago.
Brought to you by the folks
who worked to get you new
streets and drainage, an
Historic District to protect
your neighborhood, and a
SPARK Park for everyone to
enjoy! Come visit and learn
what’s next!

DEAD TREES
OVERHEAD

ALERT! – DEAD TREES OVERHEAD ABOVE SIDEWALK ON
WEST MAIN STREET NEAR GREELEY – PLEASE AVOID
WALKING ON THIS SIDEWALK – RISK OF INJURY!
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provide very
substantial financial support to
The Civic Association of The First
Montrose Commons, greatly
facilitating our work to preserve and
protect our unique historic urban
neighborhood.
If you own a business in or near First Montrose
Commons and are interested in becoming a
Neighborhood Patron, please contact us via email
at president@firstmontrosecommons.org . We’d be happy
to discuss this program with you!

If you own a business and wish to become a commercial member
of
First Montrose Commons, please contact us via our web page:
https://firstmontrosecommons.org

On Common Ground
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Are You
Planning to
Move Out of
First Montrose
Commons?
We hate to see you leave us,
but we ask that you let us
know
Maintaining an accurate and complete mailing list is an essential
requirement to run a successful
Civic Association – and to avoid
wasted time and frustration sending out emails for unpaid dues.

If you are planning to move out of
First Montrose Commons, please
let us know. You can either email
president@firstmontrosecommons.org or
you can click the UNSUBSCRIBE
link at the bottom of any email announcement we have sent you –
just list “Moved” as the reason for
unsubscribing, we’ll take care of
the rest.

PayPal Fees
Increased August 2
CAFMC kept its Residential Membership Dues at $10 per person
per year for 27 years despite increasing costs. Dues increased to
$20 per person per year in January—just covering the cost of inflation since 1993.
In 2021 86% of Residential Dues
were paid via PayPal. The fee we
paid was 2.9% plus 30¢per transaction. Beginning August 2nd that
fee increased to 3.49% plus
49¢per transaction. So instead of
receiving $19.12 for each single
membership, CAFMC will receive
only $18.81.
We do not intend to raise
Residential Membership Dues to
cover this cost. If you are paying
for more than one member, the
fee charged to CAFMC is less if
you pay for all in a single transaction.
If you carry a cash balance in your
PayPal account, choosing to Pay with
PayPal Balance as your payment
method does not result fees charged
to CAFMC.

City launches new 311 system.
https://www.houstontx.gov/311/
SeeClickFix NO LONGER ACTIVE

UPDATE:

The Elm Tree on
West Main at Greeley is

STILL DEAD

The City at last sent out a crew to remove the two dead elm
trees on West Main this week, but – the crew chose to remove
the smaller and less dangerous of the two – leaving the larger
tree unmolested, save for yet another coat of orange paint indicating it should be removed –instead of actually just removing it
too while they were on site!
I suppose we shouldn’t fault them – after all, the previous orange paint was barely visible on this tree, having long ago faded
and fallen off as the tree continues shedding dead parts.
Once again, we have contacted the City of Houston and the District C office. This time the Service Request Number is
2100277067

Letting us know you are moving
also helps us to keep an eye on
the property until our new neighbors move in—avoiding costly vandalism or squatting.
We enjoyed having you as part of
our vibrant community and thank
you in advance for helping us out
one last time before you go. Best
of luck in your new location!

Pay CAFMC DUES ONLINE

Resiliency and efficiency! Remember these words when the next
City elections come around in 2023!
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All Applications for Certificates of Appropriateness MUST be filed ONLINE https://cohweb.houstontx.gov/hpt/Login.aspx
Next HAHC Meeting – MONDAY December 20, 2021 2:00pm IN PERSON at
900 Bagby St, City Council Chamber. No CoA Application are pending for the FMCHD
Have your design plans pre-reviewed by a staffer at the Historic Preservation Office – NO FEE or SIGN REQUIRED
https://www.houstontx.gov/planning/HistoricPres/docs_pdfs/Worksheets/Design%20Review%20form_2020.pdf

Carson-Lucia House Approved for
Protected Landmark Status by HAHC
At its November 17 meeting, Houston Archaeological and
Historical Commission approved a protected landmark
nomination for the Carson-Lucia House (1912), 3904
Brandt Street in the First Montrose Commons Historic
District. The impressive Classical Revival-style house was
designed and built by the Russell Brown Company for the
widow of a prominent businessman. It is one of a handful of survivors from Bute Addition, an early 20th-century
neighborhood of impressive homes that was largely lost
to construction of Spur 527 in the 1950s.

It is ALWAYS recommended that owners and contractors working in any of the City’s
Historic Districts call the Historic Preservation Planner of the Day at 832-393-6556
BEFORE beginning any project on the exterior or any project which requires a
building permit (electrical, plumbing, roofing, or structural interior work). Although these types of construction don’t fall under the Historic Preservation
Ordinance, you cannot obtain a permit without first clearing it through the
Historic Preservation Office.
APPLICATION FEES – CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS
New Construction and Additions – Commercial and Residential *
– Accessory Structures**
Restoration & Alteration (No Additions)
Demolition/Relocation

TOTAL*
$ 297.96
$ 131.50
$ 134.67
$ 329.90 *

*Includes required $29.72 administrative fee. The 2020 fee increase is effective
Jan 1, 2020. ** An accessory structure is a structure that is incidental and subordinate to the principal structures on the property, is physically detached from the principal structures, and is uninhabitable (ex. garage, workshop, garden shed, gazebo,
carport, pool house, storage building). Garage apartments, accessory dwelling units,
or any structure designed as or being used for sleeping quarters or living space are
not considered accessory structures for fee purposes.
Required fees must be paid no later than close of business on Monday after the COA
deadline. Administrative approvals that are not subject to monthly COA deadlines will
not be processed until the fee is paid. If you fail to pay the application fee on time,
your application may be deemed incomplete. Please contact Historic Preservation
staff at 832-393-6556 or historicpreservation@houstontx.gov if you have questions
about your project type, fee amount, or payment deadlines.

The Carson Lucia House in 2008 The Carson Lucia House today – saved
by creation of the FMC Historic District

https://www.houstontx.gov/planning/HistoricPres/docs_pdfs/COA_Fee_Information_2021.pdf

If you see work being done without permits displayed – CALL 311 immediately.
The only way to prevent irretrievable loss of historic materials is to promptly report unauthorized work
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CAFMC Board Elections
2022 Officers & Directors
Officers
•

President

Stephen Longmire

•

Vice President

William Stewart

•

Secretary

Richard Peoples

•

Treasurer

Jordana Goldman

•

Historian

Joan Leslie Turner

Directors
•

Director of Activities Marlene Matterson

•

Director of Communications Stephen Longmire

•

Director of Membership Bradley Lau

•

Director of Security Bruce Clark

Persons interested in standing for Office should contact the Chair of
the Committee on Nominations—William Stewart, via email at
billsteward20@yahoo.com to discuss the responsibilities of the position. CAFMC welcomes members in good standing to serve as seconds in Board positions to learn the responsibilities and prepare
themselves to run of these positions in our annual elections.
Your Civic Association belongs to you, its members. Only you can
determine its future and that of our neighborhood.

Does Houston – or Montrose have wide sidewalks
like this to place these “kiosks”? Or are we
expected to walk into the street around them?

City Approves “Smart City”
9ft tall sidewalk LED
Billboards on sidewalks
In an apparent complete disregard for any standards of walkable, safe streets or of sustainability, City Council has approved the
installation of some 47 LED information kiosks throughout the
City—17 in Montrose/Neartown!

There were no widespread public
discussions or engagements to
determine the desirability of
these monstrous light polluting
devices, nor of their potential to
Contact HPD vis the non-emergency number at 713-884-3131. further distract drivers along
Montrose’s already overcrowded
The dispatcher will send a specialized unit equipped with sound
streets, nor of the space they
level monitoring devices to the location to determine whether a viowould occupy on Montrose’s allation of Houston’s Noise Ordinance is occurring. Obviously, the only
ready grossly small sidewalks.
way to cite a violator is to measure the sound level and catch them
at the time of occurrence – so do not wait to report such incidents!
Indeed, installation of these “kiosks” (or shall we call them what
The only way to force restaurants and bars to comply with the Noise
they are – LED Mini-billboards)
Ordinance is to report every violation to HPD’s Noise Enforcement
runs counter to the City’s 40 year
Unit.
efforts to clean up the clutter of
The City is currently reviewing the levels of noise permitted under
billboards throughout the City.
the Noise Ordinance, as well as the hours when noise can be emitNow this end run around the Billted, and where the sound levels are to be measured. Contact CM
board Ordinance would see the
Kamin’s Office to let them know about Bar and Restaurant Noise is- greatest concentration of these
sues NOW so they can support the lower maximum noise levels in
devices in search of a need right
neighborhoods proposed in the revisions to the ordinance.
here in our own neighborhood –
with no input from property ownDistrictC@HoustonTX.gov Subject: Noise Ordinance
ers before Council approved this
CM Kamin is Vice Chair of the Quality of Life Committee.
contract!

Too Much Noise?!!!

The company behind this did
make a presentation to the TIRZ
27 Board – apparently in an attempt to fulfill their obligation to
“public engagement”, and the
TIRZ 27 Board’s response was
that they were not the right venue
for that discussion nor did they
have authority to approve the proposed installations. Even the title
of the presentation, “ike Smart
City Montrose TIRZ Property
Owner Outreach” demonstrates
the complete lack of any meaningful research on the part of the
vendor as exactly to whom they
should make this presentation!
This project is the worst sort of
“well there was no opposition so
let’s just sign the contract” action
by City Council during this pandemic. It is HORRIBLE GOVERNANCE
at its worst! And we are stuck with
these huge graffiti magnets for at
least the next decade – long after the
perpetrators of this bad governance
have left office – and accountability.
We expected much better from our
Council Members. We are very disappointed and these bright kiosks will
remind us at the next election!
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2022 Board of Directors – The Civic Association of The First Montrose Commons, Inc.

The Civic Association of The First Montrose Commons, Inc. is a not-for-profit 501(c)4 Corporation. Dues and Donations are NOT tax deductible under IRS
Regulations. We meet at 7:00pm each third Tuesday. Residential Membership is open to anyone who lives or owns property in our incorpo rated area
(bounded by W. Alabama, Richmond, Montrose and Spur 527-Milam). Dues are $20 per person per year, payable each January. Commercial Memberships
are open to qualifying businesses and institutions subject to Board approval – see our website for details.
The First Montrose Commons Historic District of the City of Houston is wholly contained within First Montrose Commons. It is the policy of our Civic
Association to attend each meeting of the Houston Archaeological and Historical Commission to assure full c ompliance with the provisions of the City’s
Historic Preservation Ordinance as it applies to our Historic District.

The Civic Association of The First Montrose Commons
will meet via Zoom® Tuesday, January 18 at 7pm
You will receive an email with a link and invitation

HELPFUL CONTACT INFORMATION
CRIMEREPORTS™
https://www.crimereports.com/
LEXISNEXIS® | COMMUNITY CRIME MAP
https://communitycrimemap.com
EMERGENCIES -LIFE, PROPERTY IN
IMMEDIATE DANGER ➔

911

NON-EMERGENCY POLICE
(Parking Violation, Crime Report)
713-884-3131
HPD NO DOPE HOTLINE

713-466-3673

The STREET

IS NOT

YOUR GARAGE

ALL OTHER CITY SERVICES
311
BEST TO USE SMARTPHONE APP

NEXTDOOR.COM
– South Montrose Group

POLICE PATROLS ARE DATA DRIVEN
©2021 The Civic Association of The First Montrose Commons, Inc. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

