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Return to In-Person at The Montrose Center April 19  

TEXAS HOUSE D ISTRICT 147  SPECIAL  ELECTION  MAY 7 [SEE P 2 FOR DETAILS] 

METRO, like most of the US economy, seems to be suffering from long COVID 

METRO continues attempts to increase ridership, 
despite huge challenges lling the driver’s seat  

! 

S STAY HOME ORDERS WENT INTO EFFECT DURING THE 

PEAK OF THE PANDEMIC IN 2020, METRO RETAINED 

ABOUT HALF OF ITS OVERALL RIDERSHIP, PROVIDING 

ABOUT 120,000 RIDES EACH WEEKDAY. OUR LOCAL 

BUS SERVICE MAINTAINED ABOUT 54 PERCENT OF RIDERS, 

METRORAIL MAINTAINED ABOUT 45 PERCENT AND PARK & RIDE 

ABOUT 11 PERCENT.  

The only area where METRO increased service and saw 

no decline in ridership was service to the Texas Medical 

Center. During this time, METRO slowed hiring of 

operators because there was no need for additional 

staff. As ridership began to return in the summer of 

2021, METRO resumed hiring operators and mechanics 

and began restoring service. We are still not back to pre-

pandemic levels of service, which is our goal with the 

addition of more staff.  This is why we have launched an 

agressive hiring campaign offering new operators up 

$4000 in incentive pay and mechanics up to $8000 in 

incentive pay.” 

Tracy Jackson 

Deputy Chief Communications Officer 

Metropolitan Transit Authority of Harris County 

1900 Main Street 

PO Box 61429 

Houston, Texas 77208-1429 

Direct line: 713-652-4346 

 
Every public transit agency 

faced huge challenges 

during the lockdown phases 

of the COVID-19 pandemic—

as did most of the transport 

and delivery sector. We are 

all aware that the delivery 

chain has yet to recover. But 

on March 7, THE HOUSTON 

CHRONICLE published an 

article which seemed to 

imply that construction of 

METRO’s first BRT, the Silver 

Line, was somehow a huge 

mistake. What the article 

failed to mention was –like 

the Red Line in 2004—the 

Silver Line is just a part of 

what will grow to become an 

interconnected system of 

transportation.  

 

When the then new 

Southwest Freeway’s first 

segment opened in late 

1961 it didn’t even extend 

to Kirby Rd, and many saw 

little point to it. Now it’s one 

of the America’s busiest, 

most congested freeways. 

METRO’s interconnected 

system of BRT, buses, light 

rail and commuter buses 

will follow that same path – 

if we give them the time and 

support they need to build a 

proper transit system for an 

area larger than 600 sq. 

miles--and if we help them 

retain drivers and operators 

by treating them with 

respect for the hard jobs 

they do for us all.    [More P 5] 

“A 
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Your City Council Representatives 

District C Council Member 

Abbie Kamin 
districtc@houstontx.gov 

832-393-3004 

At Large 1 Council Member 

Mike Knox 
atlarge1@houstontx.gov 

832-393-3014 

At Large 2 Council Member 

David Robinson 
atlarge2@houstontx.gov 

832-393-3013 

At Large 3 Council Member 

Michael Kubosh 
atlarge3@houstontx.gov 

832-393-3005 

At Large 4 Council Member 

Letitia Plummer 
atlarge4@houstontx.gov 

832-393-3012 

At Large 5 Council Member 

Sallie Alcorn 

atlarge5@houstontx.gov 

832-3933017 

 

SPARK Park Hours 
for March 

March 13 – April 15 

School Days 

4:00—8:00pm CDT 

Weekends & Holidays 

7:00am-8:00pm CDT 

April 16 – May 31 

Park Closes at 8:30pm nightly 

Volunteers Needed 

We still need volunteers to help 

plan and install the butterfly gar-

den around the outside of the 

SPARK Park fence. 

This will require excavating the 

dirt contaminated by construction 

debris, laying new soil, and select-

ing and planting dry-tolerant na-

tive flowering plants to attract but-

terflies to the area surrounding 

the park.  

Transforming this little strip from 

its present weed-infested state to 

a butterfly garden will also mean 

that HISD groundskeepers will no 

longer “weed whack” debris into 

the park. 

Contact us via email at  

president@firstmontrosecommons.org  

to volunteer. We’d like to establish 

a standing group of perhaps 4  

volunteers, who can commit to 

this important task, and share 

this responsibility.  

Texas House District 

147 Special Election 
Gov. Abbott sets May 7 as date to fill seat 

VEN THOUGH THE RUNOFF ELECTION FOR 2022 HAS NOT YET OC-

CURRED, GOV. ABBOTT SET MAY 7 FOR A SPECIAL ELECTION. Texas 

law requires this election to fill the seat recently vacated by 

the resignation of Garnett Coleman. 

Only two candidates filed in time for the Special Election: Danielle 

Keys Bess and Jolanda Jones. These same two candidates will face 

off again weeks later in the Run-off election to determine the Demo-

crat candidate for the November 2022 election. 

Early voting for the special election begins 

Monday, April 25 and ends Tuesday, May 3. 

 

The Run-off Election date is May 24, 2022, with 

early voting in that election beginning  

May 16 and ending May 24. 

 
May 7 Texans are also asked to vote on two proposed 

amendments to the Texas Constitution. 
Proposition Number 1 

SJR 2 (87th Legislature, 2nd Special Session) proposes a constitu-

tional amendment authorizing the legislature to provide for the re-

duction of the amount of a limitation on the total amount of property 

taxes that may be imposed for general elementary and secondary 

public school purposes on the residence homestead of a person 

who is elderly or disabled in order to reflect any statutory reduction 

in the maximum compressed rate of the maintenance and opera-

tions taxes imposed for those purposes on the person’s homestead 

from the preceding tax year. 

Proposition Number 2 

SJR 2 (87th Legislature, 3rd Special Session) proposes a constitu-

tional amendment increasing the amount of the residence home-

stead exemption from property taxes for public school purposes 

from $25,000 to $40,000. 

For more information and resources for voting in Texas, please 

visit   VoteTexas.gov. 

E 

mailto:districtc@houstontx.gov
mailto:atlarge1@houstontx.gov
mailto:atlarge2@houstontx.gov
mailto:atlarge3@houstontx.gov
mailto:atlarge4@houstontx.gov
mailto:atlarge5@houstontx.gov
mailto:president@firstmontrosecommons.org
https://votetexas.gov/
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On Common Ground 

April marks Our Return to The Montrose Center 
& Hybrid In-person/ZOOM Meetings 

CAFMC Board felt harm from not meeting in person outweighs risk for vaccinated neighbors to resume in person meetings.  

Option to attend via ZOOM will continue for those not vaccinated or a higher risk.  

E ARE DELIGHTED TO RETURN TO THE 

MONTROSE CENTER, A LONG-TIME 

CAFMC PATRON, FOR OUR APRIL CAFMC 

MEETING.  With daily COVID-19 cases continu-

ing to decline and the opportunity for nearly everyone to have 

been vaccinated, the CAFMC Board felt the damage done by 

not meeting one another in person was greater than the risks 

posed by COVID-19 now. Our first return to The Montrose Cen-

ter will be a little challenging, as we set up to simulcast this 

meeting via ZOOM and learn how best to set things up so that 

folks who attend via ZOOM can interact with those attending 

in person.  

Our featured guest will be Nova (They/Them) who will update 

us on The Montrose Center’s incredible operations throughout 

the pandemic and the services they provide to the community.  

Located at 401 Branard St at the corner with Bute St. The 

Montrose Center has hosted CAFMC’s meetings since HSPVA 

moved downtown (and when they were not in session while 

they were in FMC). They no longer require the use of masks to 

enter the building but do recommend their use to protect 

those whose immune systems might not quite be up for a 

fight with a coronavirus. We will space out chairs to provide in-

creased distancing during our meetings and would appreciate 

a few volunteers showing up early to help set up. 

As it has been 4 months since we last got together,  

we will finish this meeting with a social gathering and light 

refreshments (no alcohol) to give everyone a chance to get 

acquainted with each other once again and to welcome our 

new residents to our unique home.  

It’s a 

SCAM! 
Did you get a text – from 
your own mobile number? 

The text appears to come 

from your own mobile num-

ber, and if on an iPhone even 

shows as your contact. It 

thanks you for paying your 

bill and includes a little link 

to claim a gift for having 

done so. But the little gift is 

what it might put into your 

phone to track your pass-

words or banking or other 

personal identification.  

DON’T CLICK IT – DELETE IT. 

It has been more common on 

Verizon customers’ phones, 

but others using that network 

have seen it, too.  

You wouldn’t text your-
self to thank yourself 
for paying your bill, 
would you?  
            Didn’t think so! 

Did you know? 

District C residents are the most 

frequent visitors to the Depart-

ment of Public Works new web-

site EngageHouston, where you 

can learn about planned and 

scheduled projects, as well as 

connect with staff in the Public 

Works Department. Check out 

the new site! 

 

Provide your input how Houston 

can reduce traffic deaths and 

improve pedestrian and cyclist 

safety.  

https://www.letstalkhouston.org/vision-

zero 

 

W 

Houston Public Works (engagehouston.org) 

https://www.letstalkhouston.org/vision-zero
https://www.letstalkhouston.org/vision-zero
https://www.engagehouston.org/
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If you own a business and wish to become a commercial member 
of  

First Montrose Commons, please contact us via our web page: 
https://firstmontrosecommons.org 

 

 provide very 

substantial financial support to  

The Civic Association of  The First 

Montrose Commons, greatly 

facilitating our work to preserve and 

protect our unique historic urban 

neighborhood.  

If you own a business in or near First Montrose 

Commons and are interested in becoming a 

Neighborhood Patron, please contact us via email 

at president@firstmontrosecommons.org . We’d be happy 

to discuss this program with you! 

Paul Davis Photography 

Ph: 832.655.8706 
  

pdcitywide@gmail.com 

http://paulrdavisphoto.com/  

https://firstmontrosecommons.org/
https://firstmontrosecommons.org/
mailto:president@firstmontrosecommons.org
http://paulrdavisphoto.com/
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Are You Planning 
to Move Out of 
First Montrose 

Commons? 

We hate to see you leave us, but 

we ask that you let us know 

Maintaining an accurate and complete 

mailing list is an essential requirement to 

run a successful Civic Association – and to 

avoid wasted time and frustration sending 

out emails for unpaid dues.  

If you are planning to move out of First 

Montrose Commons, please let us know. 

You can either email president@firstmont-

rosecommons.org or you can click the UNSUB-

SCRIBE link at the bottom of any email an-

nouncement we have sent you – just list 

“Moved” as the reason for unsubscribing, 

we’ll take care of the rest.  

Letting us know you are moving also helps 

us to keep an eye on the property until our 

new neighbors move in—avoiding costly 

vandalism or squatting.  

We enjoyed having you as part of our vi-

brant community and thank you in ad-

vance for helping us out one last time be-

fore you go. Best of luck in your new loca-

tion! 

Still just $20/person 

City launches new 311 system.  

https://www.houstontx.gov/311/ 

SeeClickFix NO LONGER ACTIVE 

Help us improve our meetings 

Greater Attendance 
Needed at CAFMC 
Meetings to have a 

Quorum 
We need 10% of those eligible to vote 

to attend each CAFMC meeting. We 

currently have 117 eligible voters. 

SO, we are asking that each of 

you 

Join the 
Quorum 

By attending the monthly  

CAFMC ZOOM meetings.  

My sincerest thanks, 

Steve Longmire, President 

https://metrorapid-ucp.com/ 

METRO holds Stakeholder 
meeting to discuss options for 
Wheeler Ave Transit Center 

s the North Houston Highway Improvement Pro-
ject (NHHIP)inches forwards, METRO is planning 
for the necessary realignment of the Red Line 
and a complete makeover for the Wheeler Ave. 

Transit Center.  

Tuesday, March 29, 2022—METRO personnel met with more than 40 

stakeholders during a 90-minute Teams meeting to present three po-

tential concepts for the new Wheeler Avenue Transit Center—to be built 

once TxDOT completes reconstructing I-69/US 59 below grade. The 

three options involve how the new University Line (Blue Line) will enter 

the Transit Center, and how passengers can transfer between lines at 

the Center.  

The first Proposal showed the Blue Line entering from the western 

edge – along Travis Street, via an elevated ramp taking the BRT above 

the Red Line below to an upper deck when passengers can board or 

deboard and descend to the lower platform to access the Red Line. 

The ramps and upper deck would be clad with architectural materials 

in keeping with the ION Innovation District. This proposal had the ad-

vantage of not interfering with traffic along Wheeler at Main or Fannin, 

and lack of vulnerability to flooding. 

The second proposal would have the Blue Line enter an underground 

platform built beneath Wheeler Ave. with passenger ascending to 

street level to access the Red Line. This proposal involves more engi-

neering to be certain the vehicles can handle the slopes of the ramps 

entering and exiting the underground platform in such a short distance, 

as well as robust rainwater removal systems. An underground platform 

would also require mechanical ventilation to provide fresh air.  

The third proposal keeps the Blue Line at grade, crossing the Red Line 

in the intersection of Wheeler and Main, and stopping at a middle of 

the roadway platform between Main and Fannin on Wheeler. It would 

require passengers to cross Wheeler at either Main or Fannin to access 

the platform—essentially replicating the pedestrian problems that have 

plagued the Red Line as it traverses the Texas Medical Center. It would 

be the least expensive option of the three and require almost no addi-

tional land purchases to build.  

METRO staff entertained vigorous discussion and questioning from the 

stakeholders and pointed out that this session’s purpose was to flesh 

out areas of concern before bringing the three concepts to the METRO 

Board in April. They emphasized that many more Public Stakeholder 

meetings are ahead, and that no construction or engineering plans can 

be finalized until the public equity issues surrounding the NHHIP are 

settled and the final alignment of I-69/US59 is decided.  

A 

Pay CAFMC DUES ONLINE 

mailto:president@firstmontrosecommons.org
mailto:president@firstmontrosecommons.org
https://www.houstontx.gov/311/
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All Applications for Certificates of Appropriateness MUST be filed ONLINE https://cohweb.houstontx.gov/hpt/Login.aspx 

Next HAHC Meeting – Thursday April 24, 2022 2:30pm IN PERSON at 

900 Bagby St, City Council Chamber.   

Have your design plans pre-reviewed by a staffer at the Historic Preservation Office – NO FEE or SIGN REQUIRED 

https://www.houstontx.gov/planning/HistoricPres/docs_pdfs/Worksheets/Design%20Review%20form_2020.pdf 

 

501 Sul Ross – Non-contributing -- Admin 

Approval to change downstairs windows to smaller 

prehung windows and fill gap with shiplap siding. The 

application meets criteria for a “Shall Approve” 

administrative approval by HPO Staff for a non-

contributing structure. CofA issued.  

 

506 Sul Ross - Contributing – Replace Roof on 

Garage Apt. at rear of property. HP2022_0079. Planner 

is assigned and the matter tentatively scheduled for the 

May HAHC Agenda 

 

603 Sul Ross – Contributing-- The sale on this 

property is complete and the new owners have obtained 

administrative approvals through the Historic Preserva-

tion Office. Initial repairs to the building began the last 

week of March. 

It is ALWAYS recommended that owners and contractors working in any of the City’s 

Historic Districts call the Historic Preservation Planner of the Day at 832-393-6556 

BEFORE beginning any project on the exterior or any project which requires a 

building permit (electrical, plumbing, roofing, or structural interior work). Alt-

hough these types of construction don’t fall under the Historic Preservation 

Ordinance, you cannot obtain a permit without first clearing it through the 

Historic Preservation Office.  

APPLICATION FEES – CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS TOTAL*  

New Construction and Additions – Commercial and Residential *  $ 297.96  

                                                                  – Accessory Structures**  $ 131.50 

 Restoration & Alteration (No Additions)  $ 134.67 

 Demolition/Relocation  $ 329.90 * 

 *Includes required $29.72 administrative fee. The 2020 fee increase is effective 

Jan 1, 2020. ** An accessory structure is a structure that is incidental and subordi-

nate to the principal structures on the property, is physically detached from the prin-

cipal structures, and is uninhabitable (ex. garage, workshop, garden shed, gazebo, 

carport, pool house, storage building). Garage apartments, accessory dwelling units, 

or any structure designed as or being used for sleeping quarters or living space are 

not considered accessory structures for fee purposes.  

Required fees must be paid no later than close of business on Monday after the COA 

deadline. Administrative approvals that are not subject to monthly COA deadlines will 

not be processed until the fee is paid. If you fail to pay the application fee on time, 

your application may be deemed incomplete. Please contact Historic Preservation 

staff at 832-393-6556 or historicpreservation@houstontx.gov if you have questions 

about your project type, fee amount, or payment deadlines.  
https://www.houstontx.gov/planning/HistoricPres/docs_pdfs/COA_Fee_Information_2021.pdf 

 

If you see work being done without permits displayed – CALL 311 immediately.  

The only way to prevent irretrievable loss of historic materials is to promptly report unauthorized work 

 

https://cohweb.houstontx.gov/hpt/Login.aspx
https://www.houstontx.gov/planning/HistoricPres/docs_pdfs/Worksheets/Design%20Review%20form_2020.pdf
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Bringin’ in the Green Raises $42,000 in Record-Breaking Year 

 

n March 18, we raised over $42,000 at Bringin’ In 
the Green, our annual St. Patrick’s Day party. We are excited 

that our 30th celebration was a record-breaking year! Thanks, 

in large part, to our hosts Glenn and Justin Dickson’s $10,000 

matching gift, these funds go directly to supporting housing-insecure 

youth. This support comes in the form of rental assistance, food and 

home goods, and case management services to help youth start their 

lives as self-sufficient adults. 

Glenn and Justin Dickson 

opened the doors of their lovely 

home for a wonderful cocktail 

party! Guests had access to re-

freshments and an amazing ar-

ray of food catered by David Al-

corta Catering. In addition to 

catching up with old friends, we 

also had a raffle and a silent auction for luxury goods. A week stay at 

Puerto Vallarta and Houston Texans gameday tickets were some of 

the many options available to guests. The money raised from the raf-

fle prizes and the silent auction bids go directly to youth rapid rehous-

ing services as well. 

Read More & Photo Gallery  

https://www.montrosecenter.org/bitg2022-recap/ 

Donate Here 
https://secure.givelively.org/event/the-montrose-center/bringin-in-the-green-2022 

Thank you to our Event Sponsors! 

Lead Sponsors 
Glenn & Justin Dickson 

Ernest Trevino & Scott Ulrich 

Host Committee 
David Alcorta & Craig Felderhoff 

Jack Berger & Kevin Gibson 
Glenn & Justin Dickson 

Bill Bulcher & Rob Schmerler 
Bob Burress & Tom Seymour 

Doug & Happy Smith 

Evergreen Sponsors 
Bill Bulcher & Rob Schmerler 

Charles Caliva & Kim Gustavsson 
Karen & Evelyn "Bunny" Carlson 

Michael Freeman 
Paul & Leon Guillory 

Shamrock Sponsors 
Susan Hernandez 

Judge Steven Kirkland 
Sarah Newbery & Garrett Finney 

Anthony Sanders 

Rainbow Sponsor 
Ed Holmstrom 

Randy Mitchmore DDS & Michael Horner 
James S. Sikorski 

Travis Torrence & Heath LaPray 
Dustin Walk 

Friends of the Montrose Center 

Leprechaun Sponsors 
Mike Bodin & Randall Henrick 

Tripp Carter 
Judson Dunn 

Jackson Hearn 
Rand Key & Larry Wood 

Shae & Mark Jacobs 
Legacy Community Health 

Timmy Martinez 
Todd Shell & Rock Edwards 

Chris Taylor 

Thank you for an amazing Bringin’ in the Green! We look forward to 
seeing you next year! 

volunteer with us 

https://www.montrosecenter.org/getinvolved/ 

  

  

O 

The Montrose Center is a 501(c)3 Charitable Organization 

working to empower our community-primarily lesbian, gay, bi-

sexual, transgender, and queer (LGBTQ) individuals and their 

families—to live healthier, more fulfilling lives.  

Learn More at the April 19 CAFMC Meeting! 
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The Civic Association of  The First Montrose Commons, Inc. is a not-for-profit 501(c)4 Corporation. Dues and Donations are NOT tax deductible under IRS 

Regulations. We meet at 7:00pm each third Tuesday. Residential Membership is open to anyone who lives or owns property in our incorporated area 

(bounded by W. Alabama, Richmond, Montrose and Spur 527-Milam). Dues are $20 per person per year, payable each January. Commercial Memberships 

are open to qualifying businesses and institutions subject to Board approval – see our website for details. 

The First Montrose Commons Historic District of the City of Houston is wholly contained within First Montrose Commons. It is the policy of our Civic 

Association to attend each meeting of the Houston Archaeological and Historical Commission to assure full compliance with the provisions of the City’s 

Historic Preservation Ordinance as it applies to our Historic District.  

2022 Board of Directors –  The Civic Association of The First Montrose Commons, Inc.  

 

HELPFUL CONTACT INFORMATION 

CRIMEREPORTS™ 

https://www.crimereports.com/  

LEXISNEXIS® | COMMUNITY CRIME MAP 

https://communitycrimemap.com 

 

EMERGENCIES -LIFE, PROPERTY IN 

IMMEDIATE DANGER  ➔   911 

NON-EMERGENCY POLICE 

(Parking Violation, Crime Report) 

      713-884-3131 

HPD NO DOPE HOTLINE    713-466-3673 

ALL OTHER CITY SERVICES        311 

 BEST TO USE SMARTPHONE APP   

NEXTDOOR.COM 

– South Montrose Group  

POLICE  PATROLS  ARE  DATA  DRIVEN 

T h e  S T R E E T  IS  NOT Y O U R  G A R A G E  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

©2021 The Civic Association of  The First Montrose Commons, Inc. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 

The Civic Association of The First Montrose Commons 

 will meet Tuesday, April 19 at 7pm at  

the Montrose Center, 401 Branard, room 106  

You will receive an email with a link and invitation  

https://www.crimereports.com/

