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Gaming Houston’s “Worst First” Capital Improvements Program 

M A Y O R  W H I T M I R E  I S  N O T  T H E  F I R S T ,  B U T  H E  S U R E  H A S  T A K E N  I T  T O  A  W H O L E  N E W  L E V E L  

 

Branch of Damoclese Dangles Precariously  
                          Over Jack Street a Week After Derecho 

Public Works repeatedly says they’ve “looked at it” 

wo large branches were ripped from 
the top of the massive tree in front 

of 4205 Jack Street during the 
derecho May 16t h. One fell onto the 
AT&T fiber cable, the other remains 
entangled in a macrame of twisted 
and tor n branches high in the tree. 
This dangerous situation ws f irst 
reported to 311, who said to call 
CenterPoint, but since there are no 
CenterPoint lines involved, they 
suggested AT&T or Comcast. 
Another call to 311 prov ided the 
government hotline to AT&T and 
they dispatched a l ine truck within 
an hour! The lineman removed the 
lower branch (now seen blocking the 
sidewalk) and he tried valiantly to 
dislodge the high branch – to no 
avail. Understanding the peril the 
upper branch presents, he left the 
lower one to block the stream of 
mobile device absorbed dog wal kers 
passing immediately underneath, and 
got some line and red flags to mark 
the area. Another call to 311 to 
update them that there are no 
CenterPoint lines involved – only a 
potentially deadly branch – resulted 
in an update to the 311 request. The 
Ser vice Request Numbers were 

for warded to Distr ict C, and a week 
later – the Branch of Damoclese 
continues dangling more than 20 ft up 
above the sidewalk. Personnel from the 
Houston Parks Departemtn were seen 
walking about looking at it, but they 
left without doing anything. A call to 
Distric t C revealed that Public Works 
said they ’d been out to “ look at it” and 
it was “taken care of ”.  

We understand that our area was spared 
the most devastating of damages, but 
since we are not the “worst” – we most 
certainly will not be the first to have 
this dangerous situation addressed. We 
remind the City of its responsibi lity for 
public safety, and that this tree is a 
public tree – requiring that the City 
address this issue. We urge residents to 
call Councilmember Kamin’s office 
832-393-3004 and ask to have this 
dangerous branch removed and the 
sidewalk cleared. It seems that Mayor 
Whitmire  was much too busy filming a 
groundbreaking for his new pet project 
along lower Westheimer to concern 
himself with the immediate needs of 
Montrose neighborhoods!  
[Mor e ins id e on P ag e 2 .]  

T

IF YOU LIVE IN FIRST MONTROSE COMMONS, PLEASE JOIN US AS PAID RESIDENTIAL MEMBERS AND PARTICIPATE MORE FULLY IN OUR UNIQUE NEIGHBORHOOD. 

A DANGEROUS HURRICANE SEASON  
IS HERE  

PREPARE NOW! 
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On Common Ground 

 
2024 CAFMC 
Officers & DireAors  
  President
 Steve Longmire 

  1st Vice President
 Bradley Lau 

 2nd Vice President
 William Stewart 

 1st Treasurer
 Bradley Lau 

 2nd Treasurer
 William Stewart 

  Secretary
 Richard Peoples 

  Historian
 Joan Leslie Turner 

 Director of Activities
 Marlene Matterson 

 Director of Communications
 Steve Longmire 

 Co-Directors of Membership
 Nick Whitaker & Natalie Matuszczak 

 Director of Neighborhood Safety
 VACANT 

Director of Neighbor-
hood Safety position 
on CAFMC Board 
Remains Vacant as 
Property Crimes  
Continue 

he position of Director of 
Neighborhood Safet y on 
the CAFMC Board re-

mains vacant as property crimes 
continue in First Montrose Com-
mons. This position is open to 
any Member in Good Standing 
who wishes to make a difference 
by attending the monthly HPD 
PIP meetings (1st Tuesdays 7 pm 
1602 State St.) and promoting 
safety and security measures 
property owners in FMC can 
take to make our entire neigh-
borhood a safer, better place to 
live and play.  

If you are interested in filling 
this critically important position, 
please contact us via the CON-
TACTS link on the website or by 
texting us at 346-563-6795 for 
more information.  

YOU can make a difference 
in YOUR neighborhood! 

 

SPARK Park Hours June 

School Days 4:00pm – 8:30pm 
7:00am-8:00pm CDT 

Park Closes at 8:30pm nightly  

If you see persons playing on the 

soccer pitch after the SPARK 

Park closes, please call  

HISD POLICE DISPATCH AT 

713-892-7777 

Inform the dispatcher there are 

persons trespassing in the 

SPARK Part at the Arabic 

Immersion School and that you 

need a patrol unit dispatched. 

Note- HISD PD response times 
are significantly shorter than 

other agencies, so please help us 
keep our park safe for everyone. 

NO NON HUMAN ANIMALS  
AT ANY TIME IN THE PARK! 

Failure to Achieve Quorum 
at May Meeting 

Once again, we failed to achieve a 
quorum at the May CAFMC Meet-
ing. This means we will  consider a  
revision to the bylaws defining a  
quorum at the June meeting.  

It’s been nearly 12 years since Houston implemented its 

“Worst First” approach to Capital Improvement Projects  

At the Time it Sounded Fair & Reasonable 

U T LE AVE  IT TO O UR PO LI TI C AL LY D RI VE N LE ADE R S TO QU ICK LY 
FIGU RE  WAY  TO G AME  T H IS S YST E M ! W hat’s “Worst” in Worst 
First i s determined by some mystery formula which includes peri-

odic sur veys by vehicles equipped with sensors designed to measure 
how rough a roadway is,  for example. This port ion of the score seems 
highly weighted. SO – if you put a  “skim coat” over the rough patches 
voilà!  The road is no longer worst!  And therefore, it gets pushed back to 
the bottom of the stack of projects.  

This is exactly what Mayor Turner did for/to us along lower Richmond 
Avenue prior to his last elect ion – a “scrape and skim” job. But a  funny 
thing about this job was that none of the manhole covers were raised to 
be level with the skim coat of concrete – and, the quality of the pour 
was quest ionable at best. Even so, it bought Turner 4 more years with-
out hearing about how terrible Richmond was;  it paid some construc-
tion f irms a lot of money for little work;  and sadly – it  lowered our ex-
pectations of  what good infrastructure really involves . NO improve-
ments to drainage – no painting of lane markings (not even at the 
crosswalk where a woman was run over and killed in broad daylight!). 
And so, Richmo nd Avenue lo st  i ts priorit y in  the  Wo rst  First  algo -
rithm –  for  YE AR S.  

Mayor Whitmire has  taken this  to an entirely  new level.  By oust ing the 
METRO Board members from Houston and appointing new members 
he i s even on par to exceed Bob Lanier’s raiding of METRO funds to 
make up for the City ’s def icits. On face, his grand plan to scrape & 
skim coat lower Westheimer i s brilliant!  It saves Houston millions of 
dollars and gets a  pretty new cosmetic fi ller over the cancer underly ing 
that roadway. One wonders how well  the skim coat will  adhere to the 
brick road foundation under that portion of Westheimer – or indeed 
whether anyone at METRO or the Mayor’s off ice realizes that only a  
layer of bricks lays beneath years of asphalt cosmetic f il l . The Mayor’s  
grand plan does  NOTHING to replace or repair  the ancient  water  
lines , s ewers or  storm drains beneath Hathaway Avenue (er – lower 
Westheimer- the name was changed to - well  you get it). Instead,  i t  
wastes  mo ney cover ing  u p the  cancer w ith  a cosmetic  so lu tion no t 
likel y to  l ast even 4  years  under the intense pressures of METRO’s 
most heavily used route. And METRO’s Board proudly stood alongside 
the Mayor – with a cadre of workers in yellow vests to film a grand 
groundbreaking touting his brilliant new plan to give Houstonians 
what they want!  All  this occurred less than a week after the “major im-
provements to downtown’s skyscrapers after Alicia” were revealed to be 
also nothing more than window dressing.  

Worst First was,  and can be, a  good strateg y  to replace our aging and 
obsolete infrastructure. But only if,  like dedicated revenue streams, it 
is not subverted by the exigencies of polit icians that understand little 
about engineering or resilience.   

Responsible Agent Located for Vacant Home  
Brings Hope to save another Contributing Structure in FMCHD 

Persistent work by Philip Kropf and his wife Sandra has at 
last paid off. The home at 516 W Main has been in a reverse 
mortgage limbo for more than a year while vagrants have 
continually broken in and taken things from it. Now at last 
the HUD Agent responsible has been located and a  mainte-
nance crew assigned to clean and secure the property. It is 
believed that a decision on its sale could come as soon as 
June 4.  

T

B

Report 

All  

Graffiti 
to  

 

Failure to attend CAFMC Meetings is a CHOICE to SUPPORT the decisions of those who do! 
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On Common Ground 

 

With Bleak Financial  Outlook Dept of  

Neighborhoods Seeks Complete Makeover  

of  Super Neighborhood Counci ls  

ES P IT E B L E A K  P R O S P EC T S F O R  T H E C I T Y ’ S F Y  2 6  BU D G ET ,  the  De-
par tme nt of  Neighbo rh oo d s has push ed for w ard w ith its plans to ex-
ercise  more  control ov e r the  Cit y’s Supe r Neighbo rh oo d Co unci ls – 

req uiring change s to th eir Bylaw s to make the m co nf or m to the  Department’s 
ne w boi ler plate , and most sig nif icantly – pro hi bite d th e co llectio n o f d ue s as 
a condition of  me mbe rsh ip o r vo ting.   

Th is prohi bit io n is  unde rstand able if  th e Department of Ne ighb o rh oo d s is 
the  control ling and respo nsi ble entit y f o r the  Sup e r Neighb o rho o d A ll iance . 
A s a gover nme ntal  agenc y, it is b o und by the  prov isions of th e Vo ting Rights 
Ac t and so  req uiring d ue s to vo te co uld b e co nstr ued  as a f or m of pol l ta x 
wh ich  is  prohi bite d. Howeve r,  many of th e Supe r Ne ighb o rh oo d Co uncils,  
Near tow n include d , long pre ced ed th e creatio n of the  Supe r Neig hbo rh oo d 
Alliance o r the Department of Ne ighb o rh oo d s and incorp orate d as nonprof it  
organiz atio n unde r Tex as law in the ir ow n r ite. A s pr iv ate co rp oratio ns, th ey 
are fre e to  organize as the y se e f it and are inde ed  cor po rations ind epe nde nt 
of the  Cit y of Ho usto n o r its  De par tme nt of Neigh bo rh oo d s.  

The  D O N  i s  pr o f fe r i n g t he s e  ch a n ge s  t o r e - e s t a b li sh  s o me  u n i f o r mi t y  a m o n g 
t he  S N C ’s  an d  t he  S N A , an d  t o e s t ab li s h  s o me  b a s i c  g r o un d  r u le s  fo r th ese o r-
ganiz atio ns tasked  with  adv ising th e Mayor abo ut the  uniq ue  nee ds in each  
of the ir ser v ice  areas. A gain, th is d oe sn’t so und bad on its face . Howeve r,  th e 
“g uidel ines” were  publish ed in the closing days o f the Tur ne r Ad ministratio n 
by a Direc to r o f DON w h o is  no longe r prese nt ,  and the n pushe d out sh or tly 
afte r a ne w Dire cto r was name d,  and a signif icant  change ov e r in DON pe r-
so nnel o cc ur re d. Th e result  has bee n an inte nse pressure campaig n f or the 
SNC’s to rev ise the ir Bylaws and to  re move prov isio ns re gard ing d ue s.  It 
sho uld  be no ted that th e Cit y has neve r prov ide d f und ing to r un these Co un-
cils  bef ore . The ne w pro p osal is  to prov ide  a bud get  and f und s fo r each  SNC. 
But,  with  le ss than one month le ft  to f inal ize th e Bud ge t , t he r e  h av e  be e n  N O  
g u ar an t e e s  t h at  t he  f u n d s  pr o mi s e d f o r  F Y 2 5  w i l l  be  av ai la b le  i n  F Y 2 6  or  be -
y on d .  Wo rse sti l l, th ere  is great conf usio n abo ut w he the r th e proh ibit io n o n 
d ue s e x tend s d own to th e level  of  me mbe r Civ ic A ssociatio ns – NONE of 
wh ich  has re ceiv ed  op erating f und s f ro m the Cit y of Ho usto n.  

The  stated  goals of prov iding a mo re unifo r m and inclusive  meth od f o r the  
Supe r Ne igh bo rh oo d Co uncils  to o pe rate  is laud able. But sho uld n’t  i t hav e 
inv olv ed th e SNC’s in the  creatio n o f the  g uid eline s – as we ll  as th e criteria 
the  Cit y inte nds to use to re cog nize an o rganiz atio n as a SNC ? W hy w as th is 
not  d one? Th e intense  push now  is be cause  DON must submit its  f inal  
bud get  prop osal to the Cit y w ith in we ek s.  

So, th e co nstitue nt Civ ic A ssociatio ns o f the  Near town Associatio n are now 
asked  to ratif y  sig nif icant changes to Near tow n’s Bylaw s that surre nde r co n-
tro l of  i ts  f unding to  the Cit y o f Ho uston and its no tor io usly str uc turally un-
so und bud ge t pro cesse s – and  to do so  by June  1.  

The  Pre sidents’ Co uncil  of  the Near tow n A ssoc iation wi ll mee t this wee k to 
disc uss th ese changes and w hat re co mmendatio ns to  make  to the  Near tow n 
Board . The n, any change s to Neartow n’s Bylaw s wo uld have to be  ratif ie d by 
vote o f i ts me mbe rs at  i ts  June  25 me eting.  

I state d as Pre sident of the  Civ ic A ssoc iation of th e First Montrose Co m-
mons,  Inc.  my d ut y is  to pro tec t o ur co rp oratio n, and  so, if  th e Cit y inte nd s 
to enforce its prohi bit io n on d ue s at the  civ ic associatio n leve l, C AFMC wi ll  
w ithd raw  f ro m Near tow n SNC, and  continue  as o ur ow n inde pe ndent co rp o-
ratio n.  It sho uld  be no ted that D ON ’s prop osal includ es no mention of f unds 
for civ ic associatio ns.   

T he  l as t - m i n ut e  a ct i on s  of  a n  o u t - g o-
i n g di r e ct or  s h o u l d n ot  be  a l l ow e d t o 
t i e  t he  h an d s  o f  me m be r s  o f  t he  S u pe r  
Ne i gh b or h o o d A l li an ce .  This organi-
zatio n has prov ided  FREE re search  
and consultative  ser v ice s f o r ev er y 
mayo r since  Le e Brow n.  

If Mayo r W h itmire is  sincere in h is  
co mmitment to transparenc y and 
inclusio n in gover nme nt, he sh o uld 
direct  DON to suspe nd  the se pro-
p osed g uide line s and  engage th e 
me mbe r SNC’s of th e SNA to  re v iew 
and rev ise the m to  enco urage  
greate r co mmunity par tic ipation, ra-
the r than to hold a st ick w ith a rot-
te n carrot ove r o ur h ead s.   

La Niña Returns – 
Bringing Record 
Forecast for Dangerous 
Hurricanes in 2024 

HURRICANE SEASON IS HERE 

ARE YOU PREPARED? 

NOAA Predicts 85% chance of up to 

25 named storms and up to 

 7 CAT 3 (111mph) or higher. 

The time to prepare your emergency 
kit is NOW. You need enough fresh 
drinking water for at least 7 days for 
each person. The Derecho las t  w eek  
lasted  l ess  than  a n ho ur—H urric an e 
Harv ey las ted  4  days .   

FEMA recommends that you never 
have less than ½ tank of fuel in your 
vehicle d uring hurricane season. The 
intensely warm waters deep in the 
Gulf can spawn a tropical storm in the 
morning which rapidly intensifies into 
a major hurricane in less than 24 
hours, leaving l ittle to no time to 
complete preparations.  

Have your trees trimmed of bad 
branches now, and maintain the street 
drains free of debris. We are not in an 
evacuation zone here, so you should 
be fully prepared to shelter in place.  

Check that your generator is operat-
ing and have a battery CO alarm.  
Never run a generator indoors 
or on a porch. 

Monarch Community 
Director Meets with 
CAFMC to discuss Plans for 
Renovation and Remodeling  

he Directo r o f the  Mo narch  Co m-
munity and the arch itects taske d 
w ith the  project me t w ith 

C AFMC Pre sident Steve  Lo ng mire May 
16.  

The  Mo narch  Co mmunity is  th e succes-
so r organiz atio n to  the f or mer Shaunty 
Heal ing Ce nte r (née Mental Health  
Co op).  Th ey c ur rently o cc upy buildings 
in th e 500 blo ck s of Sul Ross and 
Branard, w ith plans to  acq uire th e g ray 
apartments at 510 Branard.  

The  facility  w as take n ove r by a private  
501(c)3 cor poratio n fo llow ing th e 
death of its f o under- Grove r Shaunt y.  
Clinical  se r v ice s are prov ided  by psych i-
atr ists and clinic ians fro m the  Meth od -
ist Hospital.  There are approximately 75 
cl ient/re sidents unde r care now.  

The y plan an ambitio us pro gram to 
br ing al l buildings up to present co de s,  
and to  re move  non- contri buting str uc-
ture s to create a large g ree nspace  in the  
ce nter.  Th ey have  be en wo rking with  
C AFMC and the  HOP to create  plans 
co mpliant  with  the Histor ic District and  
wi ll  prese nt a d raft of th eir pro p osal at 
the  June  18 CA MFC me eting.  

The  take ov e r of  the for me r Shaunt y 
Heal ing Ce nte r by the  new Monarch 
Co mmunit y is a huge ste p for w ard in 
prov iding h igh -q ual it y af fo rd able resi-
dential  me ntal h ealth care in  a co mmu-
nit y setting and stand s o ut  fo r its uniq ue  
metho d s to prov ide  care.  

I e nco urage e ver yone to  learn mo re  
abo ut th is o utstand ing facilit y in the  
heart  of  First  Mo ntrose Co mmo ns by at-
te nd ing o ut June  18 C AFMC Me eting 
(7:00pm in roo m 106 of th e Montrose  
Center).   

D
T

 

Need Extra Assistance 

during a storm? 

Call 211 now to register 
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How Long is Too Long? 
The Downsides of having or not having Term Limits 

ver y organization seeks to achieve the oft con-
flicting benefits of highly experienced leader-
ship and innovation to keep up with the times.  

The United States, for example, sought this by at f irst 
having no term limits on its President. They believed a 
seasoned leader was necessary to survive. But Washington 
knew it was far better to risk a less seasoned leader that 
would of necessity adapt to the changing conditions of a 
growing and diversifying nation. He stepped down after 
serving only eight years and distanced himself from influ-
encing his successors. He let them develop their own so-
lutions and make their own mistakes. The Framers be-
lieved that political parties would inevitably lead to dan-
gerous divisions, and their fears seem now well justified.  

It took more than 160 years, an invasion, a civil war, and 
two world wars before the United States implemented 
term limits on its executive, and in that time only a single 
person ever served more than two terms.  

The City of Houston implemented Term Limits –first in 
2015 (3 two-year terms for a maximum of six years) for 
both the Mayor and Council members, and then revised 
them to extend how long they may serve to 2 four-year 
terms (8 years). The hope was that cronyism and shady 
dealing would be avoided in this scheme. What happened 
however, is that far from avoiding such temptations, the 
scheme has resulted in a governing body with no long-
term vision or method to implement it for our City. Each 
office holder is concerned about building their own leg-
acy, from which they will presumably profit once their 
elected terms run out. This begat the current scrape and 
skim approach to big infrastructure projects, as well as 
the paroxysms of feast and famine in our budgets. No one 
is accountable for anything lasting longer than 4-8 years. 
The result is the nation’s 4th largest City largely runs on a 
strange autopilot controlled by developers and bureau-
crats, with periodic interruptions by political decisions.  

Our Civic Association was founded by a small group of 
individuals who dreamed of bringing neighbors together 
to act collectively to improve one of Houston’s oldest ur-
ban residential neighborhoods. Their initial success still 
amazes those of us who came later. True, there were a few 
very lean times in terms of membership or participation, 
but for the most part our thirty years has seen remarkable 
successes in updating our infrastructure, our safety, and 

in preserving what’s best 
about our historic neighbor-
hood. 

I have served the longest term 
of any of the presidents of our 
Civic Association—certainly 
not by plan, as my original in-
tent was to get us through the 
mammoth CIP project and 
then step aside. But “things” 
kept happening and so I stayed 
on to get us through the next 
big thing. Now we face an-
other downturn in participa-
tion and membership. Reader-
ship of this newsletter is criti-
cally low, so much so that I 
question whether it is worth 
the hours to publish some-
thing read by so few. 

Our meetings in late 2023 and 
2024 have seen an alarming in-
cidence of failure to achieve a 
quorum. (Our quorum is only 
10% of active members, which 
means than we need as few as 
10 to show up to a meeting.) 

Ever yone who lives in or 
owns property in First Mont-
rose Commons has benefit-
ted greatly from the efforts 
of our Civic Associat ion – 
not from the efforts of a single 
president. Ever yone who lives 
or owns property here has a 
stake in our future. But far 
too few are wil ling to work 
for it.  

So, I must conclude that I no 
longer have what it takes to 
motivate enough residents to 
get involved for our Civic As-
sociation to survive. And that 
will not do! 

Perhaps the answer to the 
question of this article is: 

Eight Years. 
All I know for sure is that we 
are blessed with enormous tal-
ent in our 31 blocks, and 
someone will surely step up to 
motivate and engage this tal-
ent. So now the question is, 
“will the transition be smooth 
or turbulent?”  

I put it to you that the future 
of our neighborhood is up to 
its residents – as it has been 
since 1873!  

Choose wisely. 

 Act now. 

E

Any Residential 

Member in Good 

Standing may seek 

a position on the 

Board of Directors. 

The position of  

Director of Neigh-

borhood Safety re-

mains vacant.  

Contact  

VP Stewart if you 

are interested in 

filling this position. 

The Board also offers in-

terested persons the 

chance to serve as “sec-

onds” in each of its posi-

tions. Such seconds may 

not vote on Board mat-

ters but can learn what is 

required.  

Stephen Longmire, MD 
President 

Failure to attend CAFMC Meetings is a CHOICE to SUPPORT 

the decisions of those who do! 
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If you own a business and wish to become a commercial member of  

Fir� Montrose Commons, please conta� us via our web page: 

https://firstmontrosecommons.org 

 

eighborhood Patrons provide 

substantial financial support to  

The Civic Association of  The First 

Montrose Commons, greatly 

facilitating our work to preserve and 

protect our unique historic urban 

neighborhood.  

If you own a business in or near First Montrose 

Commons and are interested in becoming a 

Neighborhood Patron, please contact us via email 

at president@firstmontrosecommons.org . We’d be happy to 

discuss this program with you! 

Paul Davis Photography 

Ph: 832.655.8706 
  

pdcitywide@gmail.com 

http://paulrdavisphoto.com/  
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Are You Planning to Move Out of  

Fir� Montrose Commons? 
We hate to see you leave us, but 

we ask that you let us know 

Maintaining an accurate and complete mailing 
liQ is an essential requirement to run a success-
ful Civic Association – and to avoid waQed 
time and fruQration sending out emails for un-
paid dues.  

You can help! 
If you are planning to move out of FirQ 
Montrose Commons, please let us know. You 
can either email 
president@firstmontrosecommons.org or you can 
click the UNSUBSCRIBE link at the boRom of 
any email announcement we have sent you – 
juQ liQ “Moved” as the reason for 
unsubscribing, we’ll take care of the reQ.  

LeRing us know you are moving also helps us 
to keep an eye on the property until our new 
neighbors move in—avoiding coQly vandalism 
or squaRing.  

We enjoyed having you as part of our vibrant 
community and thank you in advance for help-
ing us out one laQ time before you go. BeQ of 
luck in your new location! 

Have you seen 
Tre*assers or Squa,ers 

in Vacant Houses or 
Buildings in FMC? 

CALL HPD 

713-884-3131 

Several properties in FMC are currently 
vacant and at risk for occupation by 
treSassers or squaRers. More than a 
mere nuisance, this is a real danger to 
all residents of our neighborhood, as 
there is the risk of fires, property 
deQruAion, and other criminal 
aAivities.  

We mu; ca< HPD EVERY TIME 
Criminal Tre@ass is observed topreserve 

the safety of a< of us! 

If you see that the property has filed a No 
Tre@ass Affidavit with HPD—indicated by 
the po;ing of multiple NO TRESPASS 
signs around the property and/or a copy of 
the affidavit in the window—let the HPD 
Di@atcher know. It makes the officer’s job 
much easier.  
 

Building Permits are REQUIRED 

ANY time you replace a window in 

the City of Houston. 

No window replacement company 

currently advises potential customers 

of this fact. 

It’s worse in the HiQoric DiQriAs, because 
homeowners are Fequently persuaded to sign 
purchase contraHs to replace a< their windows to 
get the be; price during a “@ecial discout period”. 
Jis is a TKP! Once the homeowner signs the 
contraH, they are faced with a ;op work order 
(RED TAG) Fom the City In@eHors, and then 
mu; appear before the Hou;on Archaeological and 
Hi;orical Commission to obtain a Certificate of 
Remediation before any work of any kind can move 
forward on the property.  

Failure to obtain such a certificate can result in a civil 
citation by the City with fines, and the requirement to 
remove the non-approved windows. Ue current penalty 
for a CoR is three times the aAual fee for a Certificate of 
Appropriateness. Uat’s juQ to get the hold on the permit 
released- you muQ also pay more for the permit itself.  

Every monthe the HAHC meets to consider applications 
for Certificates of Appropriteness, Designations of 
Landmarks and ProteAed Landmarks, and then 
Certificates of Remediation. Over the paQ two years the 
numbers of CoR’s issued because of windows being 
removed, repaired or replaced without a CofA or Permit 
have increased to the point that the hearings for them 
now consume HOURS at each HAHC meeting. 

Commissioners were so fruQrated by this trend at their 
laQ meeting that they Sent neary 20 minutes discusssing 
ways the City could get the word out to property owners, 
whether they could require realtors to adise potential 
buyers of the requirements in HiQoric DiQriAs, or 
peanlize window sales companies who have long been 
aware of ther requirements but continue to seel windows 
without wrning their cuQomers. Uis maRer has been 
referred to the Planning Depratment and City Legal 
Department for advice before the HAHC considers 
recommendations to proteA homeowners from this very 
coQly and entirely preventable violation. 

You can SHOULD call 832-393-6556 and ask to Seak 
to the planner of the day the moment you firQ think you 
need to repair of replace your windows. Ue call and 
consultation are FREE – NO APPLICATION IS 
REQUIRED FOR THIS CONSULTATION which 

can save you thousands of do<ars.  

DON’T GET 

DUPED! 

ALWAYS 

CALL FIRST 

Do Not Attempt to Repair or Replace 
Your Windows without First Calling 

832-393-6556 
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On Common Ground 

 
All Applications for Certificates of Appropriateness MUST be filed ONLINE https://cohweb.houstontx.gov/hpt/Login.aspx 

Next HAHC Meeting 'ursday, June 20     2:30pm IN PERSON at 

900 Bagby St, City Council Chamber.   

Have your design plans pre-reviewed by a Qaffer at the HiQoric Preservation Office – NO FEE or SIGN REQUIRED 

https://www.houstontx.gov/planning/HistoricPres/docs_pdfs/Worksheets/Design%20Review%20form_2020.pdf 

 
It is ALWAYS recommended that owners and contractors working in any of 

the City’s Historic Districts call the Historic Preservation Planner of the 

Day at 832-393-6556 BEFORE beginning any project  on the exterior or 

any project which requires a building permit (electrical, plumbing, roof-

ing, or structural interior work). Although these types of construction 

don’t fall under the Historic Preservation Ordinance, you cannot obtain 

a permit without first clearing it through the Houston Office of Preserva-

tion.  

Plea se  SE C URE  Y O UR PR OPE R TY WH ILE  RE N O VA TI ON S ARE  O CCU RI NG  

H E LP US A VO ID PR O PE R TY  C RIME S  – FE NCE  AN D LIGH T  

CO NS TR UC TI ON S ITE S  

 

REAL ESTATE AGENTS: Please inform prospective buyers that NO 

BUILDINGS IN THE FIRST MONTROSE COMMONS HISTORIC 

DISTRICT CAN BE DEMOLISHED. WE HAVE NO TEAR DOWNS! 

NO EXTERIOR MODIFICATIONS VISIBILE FROM A STREET 

MAY BE MADE WITHOUT A CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATE-

NESS. WE HELP HOP ENFORCE THE HISTORIC PRESERVA-

TION ORDINANCE! 

The HAHC will meet Thursday, June 20 9, 2024 at 2:30pm. 

APPLICATION FEES – 2024 

CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS   

TOTAL*  

New Construction and Additions –  

Commercial and Residential  

$ 322.41  

– Accessory Structures**  $142.29  

Restoration & Alteration (No Additions)  $145.72 

Demolition/Relocation  $ 356.97  

Required fees must be paid no later than close of business on 
Monday after the COA deadline. Administrative approvals that are 
not subject to monthly COA deadlines wil l not be processed until the 
fee is paid. If you fail to pay the application fee on time, your 
application may be deemed incomplete.  

Please contact Historic Preservation staff at  

832-393-6556 or historicpreservation@houstontx.gov if you have 

questions about your project type, fee amount, or payment 

deadlines.   

It  is th e p olicy  of The  Civic  Associati on  of The  First M ontros e C om mons  to  review all  C oA’s 
and CoR’s  affectin g th e First  Montr ose Comm ons Hist oric District,  and t o p rovide 
consultation  to  HOP  Staff,  and t o att end h earings  on  such matters  befor e  the  HAHC. 

If you see work being done without permits displayed – CALL 311 immediately. 

The only way to prevent irretrievable loss of historic materials is to promptly report unauthorized work 

 
 

Announcement: Beginning in May, all proceedings of the Houston Archaeological and Historical Commission,  
Houston Preservation Appeals Board will be conducted in person only. 

All meetings will adhere to previously stated schedule and location, but there will no longer be a virtual Microsoft TEAMS op-
tion available for the public to join or address the Commission. Anyone wanting to provide comments may continue to do so in 

person or via email, phone or mail. To watch a live broadcast, please visit www.houstontx.gov/htv. 
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On Common Ground 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Civ ic  A sso ci ati o n of   T he Fi rst  Mo nt rose  Com mo ns,  Inc.  is  a  not -f or-p ro fit  501(c) 4 Cor por ati o n.  Dues a nd Do nati ons  a re  N OT t a x deducti -
ble  u nder IR S R eg ulatio ns.  We  meet at  7: 00p m ea c h t hi rd  Tuesday.  R esi denti al  Mem bers hip  is  ope n to  a ny o ne w ho l ive s  or ow ns  p roper t y i n ou r 
inc or p orate d a rea ( b ou nde d b y W. Alabama ,  R i chmo nd, Mo nt ros e,  a nd S pur  527-Mi la m).  Dues a re  $20 per perso n per y ear,  p ayable  eac h Ja nuar y.  
Co mme rci al  Membe rshi ps are  o pen to qual if y ing  busi nesses  and ins titu tio ns s ubject to Boa rd a p proval  – see  o ur websi te  for detai ls .  

The Fi rst  Mo nt rose  Com mo ns Histori c Dist rict  of  the  Cit y of  Hous to n is  w hol ly c ont ai ned wit hi n Fi rst  Mo nt rose  Com mo ns.   
It i s the  poli cy o f our Civi c A ssociation to attend each meeting of the Houston A rchaeological  and Historical  Commission to assure  ful l  compliance  with 
the  provisions of the City ’s Hi storic  Preser vation Ordinance as it applie s to  our Hi stori c  District.   

 

2024 Board of Directors – The Civic Association of The First Montrose Commons, Inc. 

T h e  S T R E E T  IS  NOT Y O U R  G A R A G E  

 

Not even for “just a minute!” 

The Civic Association of The First Montrose Commons 
 will meet Tuesday, June 18 at 7:00pm at  

the Montrose Center, 401 Branard, Room 106.  
You will receive an email reminder. 

HELPFUL CONTACT INFORMATION 

CRIMEREPORTS  

https://www.crimereports.com/  

LEXISNEXIS® | COMMUNITY CRIME 

MAP 

https://communitycrimemap.com 

 

EMERGENCIES -LIFE, PROPERTY IN 

IMMEDIATE DANGER    911 

NON-EMERGENCY POLICE 

(Parking Violation, Crime Report) 

   713-884-3131 

HPD NO DOPE HOTLINE    

   713-466-3673 

ALL OTHER CITY SERVICES        311 

 BEST TO USE WEBSITE PORTAL   

NEXTDOOR.COM 

– South Montrose Group  

 
©2024 4e Civic Association of  4e Fir� Montrose Commons, Inc. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 


