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A Message from the President: Happy summer everyone! Many of us

are taking vacations as we enter the hottest months of the year, but CAFMC is still hard at
work. Currently, we are updating the website and considering a plan to adopt the Richmond
esplanades with the goal of making a visible impact on the neighborhood. We are also prepar-
ing to advocate for a safer W. Alabama at the upcoming TIRZ meetings regarding its recon-
struction. I would like to give a special thanks to Bruce Clark and Scott and Anna Deans for
helping lock and unlock the SPARK park this summer. The park is a great place for families
to meet and children to play and it wouldn’t be both accessible and secure without their help.

A Brief History of FMC’s Original Developers

The First Montrose Commons was originally platted from Montrose to about halfway between Jack and Garrott in 1873 by
three real estate partners: Robert Lockhart, John. C. Connor, and Philippa Barziza. Many homeowners probably recognize
their names from the legal descriptions in their deeds.

Robert Lockhart was born in Pennsylvania in 1814 and moved to Houston when he was 23 years old. In 1843 he married
Anna Lubbock, the sister of Francis Lubbock who became the governor of Texas in 1861. He lived in Houston until his
death in 1886. As described in his obituary, “[h]e was a man who attended strictly to his own business and was strongly
attached to the early pioneers of this city, and prided himself on being called a Texan.”

Philippa Barziza was born in Virginia in 1820 and moved to Texas with her family around 1859. She was the sister of the
storied Decimus et Ultimus Barziza, who was named for being the tenth and last child of the Barziza family. Philippa was
a prominent socialite who never married and handled some of the family’s business affairs, which was unusual for a
woman at the time. She lived in Houston until her death in 1898. “No one in Houston was better known and more beloed
among old Houstonians than Miss Barziza” according to her obituary.

Not much is known about John C. Connor, whose name is alternatively spelled “Conner” in different documents. His
name does not appear in local newspapers except for references to the Lockhart, Connor, and Barziza subdivision. He was
likely a well-to-do businessman, but not as prominent as Robert Lockhart or the Barziza family.
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All About Residential Parking Permits

The Civic Association routinely receives questions about limiting parking in the neighborhood to residents and their guests.
The City of Houston has a Residential Parking Permit program that allows residents of a block to limit parking to residents
and their guests during designated times. Vehicles that park in the area without a permit during the designated times are

subject to ticketing, with exceptions for emergency and delivery vehicles. Residents must renew permits every year, which
cost about $32 per permit, and can get up to 4 visitor permits. Currently there aren’t any blocks with permit parking in
FMC, but there are some nearby as shown on this map:

Any interested resident who lives on an eligible block can

apply to require residential parking permits on their NEARTOWN - MONTROSE

block. For a block to be eligible, 75% of the curb space must \ P prey O
be occupied by single-family homes or multi-family e ¥

homes with eight or fewer units. In addition to the appli- e ;

cation, the applicant must get a petition signed by a rep- A e e

resentative resident from each residential address on the

block indicating whether their support or non-support. oy
Signatures from property owners are not required. For

multi-family homes, a signature from each unit is re-

quired.

The completed application and petition are submitted to
Public Works for review and ParkHouston then conducts
a parking survey. The survey identifies the days and times
of greatest non-resident parking on the street, which usu-
ally means 60% or more of on-street parking spaces are
occupied and 25% or more of on-street spaces are occu-
pied by non-resident vehicles. Once the survey is com-
plete, ParkHouston conducts a public hearing on the mat-
ter and gives notices to all addresses on the block. Par-
kHouston then forwards a recommendation to City

Council based on the survey and hearing and City
Council votes on the matter.

If you live on a block with significant on-street parking from non-residents and are interested in the Residential Parking
Permit program, please contact CAFMC. We can answer questions about the program and help you with the application
process.



West Alabama Reconstruction Project

West Alabama is being reconstructed from S. Shepherd Drive to 527-Spur S. The reconstruction is planned for a total seg-
ment length of 1.6 miles and will include:

e Full roadway reconstruction

e Improve pedestrian realm

e New city-compliant 6-ft sidewalks (reduced as needed for existing tree preservation)
e New safe crosswalks. New pedestrian-activated flashing lights at a few crosswalks.
e New traffic signals will replace all existing traffic signals

e New traffic signal at Hazard St

¢ New street lighting

e New larger storm sewers (street ponding reduction)

¢ New sanitary sewer and water lines, as needed

e Design improvements to preserve existing trees to maximum extent feasible

e Add new trees where possible

e New pavement markings (lane lines and crosswalks)

This work is being performed by the Montrose Tax Increment Reinvestment Zone (TIRZ 27) in coordination with the Up-
per Kirby and Midtown TIRZ. The next open house will be on Monday, Aug 3 at 630 PM: https://us02web.zoom.us/webi-
nar/register/WN G30SO0U9TnW-xLOGUs2zkQ



https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__us02web.zoom.us_webinar_register_WN-5FG30SO0U9TnW-2DxL0GUs2zkQ&d=DwMFAg&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=y8dhrpP1dHWkr3lENZZQXRrqOV4x2d4ha_sO3623HMQ&m=GAwgqkxLSX1NONAV9fVyNqI8HWQ7YGe52Tw-K5TgweTaR3kthcQElRk-iN6LM5VZ&s=Oy9I6JFSWlHFLKnhXK0mHlxMYi46AVscJwCsxFXRfi0&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__us02web.zoom.us_webinar_register_WN-5FG30SO0U9TnW-2DxL0GUs2zkQ&d=DwMFAg&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=y8dhrpP1dHWkr3lENZZQXRrqOV4x2d4ha_sO3623HMQ&m=GAwgqkxLSX1NONAV9fVyNqI8HWQ7YGe52Tw-K5TgweTaR3kthcQElRk-iN6LM5VZ&s=Oy9I6JFSWlHFLKnhXK0mHlxMYi46AVscJwCsxFXRfi0&e=

EMPOWERING LGBT HOUSTON
WWW.MONTROSECENTER.ORG
401 BRANARD STREET 77006

eighborhood Patrons provide
substantial financial support to
The Civic Association of The
First Montrose Commons,
greatly facilitating our work to
preserve and protect our
unique historic urban
neighborhood.

If you own a business in or near First

4100 MiLAM STREET
AT WEST MAIN

TUESDAY — FRIDAY

T 9:30AM — 3:30pM
Montrose Commons and are interested in 713-797-9200 s @guailton
becoming a Neighborhood Patron, please HTTPS://WWW.THECENTERFORWOMENSHEALTHCARE.COM
contact us via email at =

. : e
resident@firstmontrosecommons.org . WWe'd be happy 5;;9 5-»,
to discuss this program with you! Thrted

COMMERCIAL MEMBERS

Viesic, McCommMoN & AssociaTes, P.C.

JUDGMENT

EXPERIENCE

401 W. Alabama Street info@vmatax.com

Houston, Texas 77006

(713) 529- 9949
(713) 529- 9702 fax

Paul Davis Photography
Ph: 832.655.8706

pdcitywide@gmail.com

http://paulrdavisphoto.com/

I1 YOU OWI1 d DUSIIIESS dIlUu wisil U

D become a commercial
member of
First Montrose Commons, please contact us via our web page:

SBeauty & SBeyond Okin Gare Gonter

410 Sul Ross
Houston TX, 77006
713-528-SKIN
www.beautyandbeyondhouston.com
formybeautyusa@gmail.com

Call us now!

ANTONIO SALAZAR 832.594.9052

ﬁmmomrosmmmonsm?
stay conmecte:


https://firstmontrosecommons.org/
https://firstmontrosecommons.org/
mailto:president@firstmontrosecommons.org
http://paulrdavisphoto.com/
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Are You Planning to Move Out of
First Montrose Commons?

We hate to see you leave us, but we ask that you
let us know

Maintaining an accurate and complete mailing list is
an essential requirement to run a successful Civic As-
sociation - and to avoid wasted time and frustration
sending out emails for unpaid dues.

You can help!

If you are planning to move out of First Montrose
Commons, please let us know. You can either email
president@firstmontrosecommons.org or you can click the
UNSUBSCRIBE link at the bottom of any email
announcement we have sent you - just list “Moved” as
the reason for unsubscribing, we’ll take care of the
rest.

Letting us know you are moving also helps us to keep
an eye on the property until our new neighbors move
in—avoiding costly vandalism or squatting.

We enjoyed having you as part of our vibrant commu-
nity and thank you in advance for helping us out one
last time before you go. Best of luck in your new loca-
tion!

Have you seen Trespassers or
Squatters in Vacant Houses or
Buildings in FMC?

CALL HPD

713-884-3131

Several properties in FMC are currently vacant and
at risk for occupation by trespassers or squatters.
More than a mere nuisance, this is a real danger to
all residents of our neighborhood, as there is the
risk of fires, property destruction, and other
criminal activities.

We must call HPD EVERY TIME Criminal Trespass is
observed to preserve safety for all of us!

Ifyou see that the property has filed a No Trespass
Affidavit with HPD—indicated by the posting of
multiple NO TRESPASS signs around the property
and/or a copy of the affidavit in the window—Ilet the
HPD Dispatcher know. It makes the officer’s job much
easier.

Report All

Graffiti

SPARK Park Hours

Sc¢hool Days 4:00pm —-5:50pm
7:00am-5:50pm CDT

Park Closes at dusk (8:30 PM currently)

If you see persons playing on the soccer pitc¢h after
the SPARK Park closes, please call
HISD POLICE DISPATCH AT

713-892-7777
Inform the dispatc¢her there are persons trespassing

in the SPARK Part at the Arabic Immersion S¢hool
and that you need a patrol unit dispatc¢hed.

to

311

Note- HISD PD response times are significantly
shorter than other agencies, so please help us keep
our park safe for everyone.

NO NON HUMAN ANIMALS
AT ANY TIME IN THE PARK!



mailto:president@firstmontrosecommons.org
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CALL BEFORE YOU START

832-393-6556

HISTORIC DISTRICT

FICATES OF

HOUSTON, TEXAS

Protect the First Montrose Commons Historic District!

All Applications for Certificates of Appropriateness MUST be filed ONLINE
https://cohweb.houstontx.gov/hpt/Login.aspx

900 Bagby St, City Council Chamber

Have your design plans pre-reviewed by a staffer at the Historic Preservation Office —
NO FEE or SIGN REQUIRED

Announcement: Beginning in May, all proceedings of the Houston Archaeological and Historical Commission,
Houston Preservation Appeals Board will be conducted in person only.

All meetings will adhere to previously stated schedule and location, but there will no longer be a virtual Microsoft TEAMS option availa-
ble for the public to join or address the Commission. Anyone wanting to provide comments may continue to do so in person or via email,
phone or mail. To watch a live broadcast, please visit www.houstontx.gov/htv.

https://www.houstontx.gov/planning/HistoricPres/docs pdfs/Worksheets/Design%20Review%20form 2020.pdf

It is ALWAYS recommended that owners and contractors working in
any of the City’s Historic Districts call the Historic Preservation Planner
of the Day at 832-393-6556 BEFORE beginning any project on the ex-
terior or any project which requires a building permit (electrical, plumb-
ing, roofing, or structural interior work). Although these types of con-
struction don’t fall under the Historic Preservation Ordinance, you can-
not obtain a permit without first clearing it through the Houston Office
of Preservation. More details: https://www.houstontx.gov/planning/His-
toricPres/HistoricPreservationManual/certofapp.html

SECURE YOUR PROPERTY WHILE RENOVATIONS ARE OCCURING
AVOID PROPERTY CRIMES - FENCE AND LIGHT CONSTRUCTION SITES

We are proud to have over a hundred contributing structures in
FMC. These require a certificate of appropriateness (COA) for
any alterations outside of ordinary repair. While a COA is not
required for demolition of a non-contributing structure,_ a COA
is required for new construction and any other alterations visi-
ble from the street in FMC. Please respect our historic district

and seek a COA for your work project.

New Construction and Additions — $322.41
Commercial and Residential

— Accessory Structures** $142.29
Restoration & Alteration (No Additions) $145.72
Demolition/Relocation $ 356.97

Required fees must be paid no later than close of business on Monday
after the COA deadline. Administrative approvals that are not subject
to monthly COA deadlines will not be processed until the fee is paid. If

you fail to pay the application fee on time, your application may be
deemed incomplete.

Please contact Historic Preservation staff at
832-393-6556 or historicpreservation@houstontx.gov if you have
questions about your project type, fee amount, or payment deadlines.

It is the policy of The Civic Association of The First
Montrose Commons to review all CoA’s and CoR’s
affecting the First Montrose Commons Historic District,
and to provide consultation to HOP Staff, and to attend
hearings on such matters before the HAHC.

If you see work being done without permits displayed — CALL 311 immediately.

The only way to prevent irretrievable loss of historic materials is to promptly report unauthorized work



https://cohweb.houstontx.gov/hpt/Login.aspx
https://www.houstontx.gov/planning/HistoricPres/docs_pdfs/Worksheets/Design%20Review%20form_2020.pdf
https://www.houstontx.gov/planning/HistoricPres/HistoricPreservationManual/certofapp.html
https://www.houstontx.gov/planning/HistoricPres/HistoricPreservationManual/certofapp.html

2025 Board of Directors - The Civic Association of The First Montrose Commons, Inc.

Nicholas Whitaker Andrew Badachhape
PRESIDENT VICE PRESIDENT
Natalie Matuszczak Richard Peoples Stephen Longmire
TREASURER/DIR. OF MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY HISTORIAN
Marlene Matterson Bruce Clark
DIR. OF ACTIVITIES DIR. OF SAFETY

The Civic Association of The First Montrose Commons, Inc. is a not-for-profit 501(c)4 Corporation. Dues and Donations are
NOT tax deductible under IRS Regulations. We meet at 7:00pm each third Tuesday. Residential Membership is open to any-
one who lives or owns property in our incorporated area (bounded by W. Alabama, Richmond, Montrose, and Spur 527-
Milam). Dues are $20 per person per year, payable each January. Commercial Memberships are open to qualifying busi-
nesses and institutions subject to Board approval — see our website for details.

The First Montrose Commons Historic District of the City of Houston is wholly contained within First Montrose Commons.
It is the policy of our Civic Association to attend each meeting of the Houston Archaeological and Historical Commission to assure full
compliance with the provisions of the City’s Historic Preservation Ordinance as it applies to our Historic District.

The Civic Association of The First Montrose Commons
will meet at 7:00pm on the 314 Tuesday of every month in

the Montrose Center, 401 Branard, Room 106.
You will receive an email reminder.
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CRIMEREPORTS ™
https://www.crimereports.com/

LEXISNEXIS® | COMMUNITY CRIME
MAP
https://communitycrimemap.com

NEVER LEGAL

. Parking on any street for more than 24 hours.
Parking blocking ANY portion of ANY sidewalk — EVER.

. Parking between the sidewalks and the curb.

EMERGENCIES -LIFE, PROPERTY IN
IMMEDIATE DANGER 911

NON-EMERGENCY POLICE
(Parking Violation, Crime Report)
713-884-3131

HPD NO DOPE HOTLINE The STREET |[§ NOT Your GARAGE
713-466-3673

ALL OTHER CITY SERVICES 311
BEST TO USE WEBSITE PORTAL

1

2

3

4. Parking within 20 feet of ANY intersection.

5. Parking within 30 feet of STOP sign or crosswalk.
6

. Parking facing the wrong way.

Not even for “just a minute!”

NEXTDOOR.COM CALL BEEORE YOU START
— South Montrose Group 8 3 2 3 9 3 6 5 5 6
HIDE - LOCK — REPORT ASVEORIED I REESDE T ACG ST & GEIREIVIEENIIEG AT EGST Q1 K
EVERYTHING! REESMEES DI FASTIEONN
POLICE PATROLS ARE DATA
DRIVEN
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